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Forward

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks
of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation
efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed
and used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.



http://www.theobcc.org/
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But one summer, the water grew too warm.
At first, Coral felt sleepy. Then, one by one, her colors began to fade.
The bright fish swam away, and the reef that had once been alive with

song fell silent




“Where did everyone go?” Coral whispered.
A passing sea turtle sighed. “The water’s changing, my friend. You’ve lost
your algae helpers—they couldn’t survive the heat.”

Coral didn’t understand. She onIy knew that W|thout her algae, she felt

weak and pale. M £5 | S
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fhen, one morning, Coral heard something strange: clink... clink... clink.
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The divers worked carefully, cleaning away algae and attaching coral
fragments. They brought hope—one piece at a time. Slowly, as the
ocean cooled, Coral felt warmth again—not from the sun, but from her
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alive again

she said.




tect our planet—by keeping the ocean clean, reducmg




Did You Know?

Coral reefs are made up of thousands of tiny animals called coral
polyps, which live in colonies and build hard skeletons of
limestone.

Corals get their brilliant colors from algae called zooxanthellae,
which live inside them and provide food through-photosynthesis.
When ocean water gets too warm or polluted, corals become
stressed and expel their algae, turning white—a process called
coral bleaching.

More than 25% of all marine species depend on coral reefs for
food and shelter!

Simple actions like reducing plastic use, saving energy, and
supporting reef-safe sunscreen help protect coral reefs from
damage. AN

Coral restoration projects—like the divers in Corali;a’s story—are
happening all around the world to help reefs recover and regrow!
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