
Yesterday I shared with you how my life purpose came to me. It came only after I 
realized, on that camping trip of prayer and fasting, that God really didn’t need my 
accumulated education, skills, or experiences. He only wanted me, specifically my 
love for Him.

Here is the rest of that story. The very next day, one of my Wheaton professors 
told me about a job opportunity that seemed tailor-made for me and all of my 
seemingly unrelated life experiences. It was a position in service to the poor with 
a consortium of relief and development agencies in Haiti. And, you guessed it, 
Compassion was part of that group of agencies. 

That was 35 years ago. Decades have passed, and I’ve never once regretted my 
decision to dedicate my life to the mission of Compassion. God has blessed this 
organization greatly over the years. He has blessed me too. But every once in a 
while I stop and realize that nothing has really changed. He still doesn’t need me 
to lead Compassion in order to bless the poor. He can do that all by Himself. He 
still only wants my love.

I’ve made it a habit to pause daily and ask myself, “Do I really love Him today?”  
I encourage all of us in this Compassion family do the same. Had I not discovered 
that truth—that what He wants from me is my love—I am convinced I never 
would have found my life’s purpose.

If you will love God with your whole heart and trust fully in Him, He will direct 
you. He wants to use your gifts and experiences to accomplish His perfect plan for 
your life. Where will loving God lead you?

Dear Lord, thank you that we can trust you with our lives. Thank you that 
when we commit to put your kingdom first, all these other things, including 
our path in life, are added to us. May we live lives pleasing to you today.

Thursday

Wess Stafford, Compassion International President, USA

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own  
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 

your paths straight. —Proverbs 3:5–6 

HE SHALL DIRECT YOUR PATHS
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A 2-part devotional by Holly Johnson
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THE RACE

“Seemingly impossible tasks … are not sent to discourage us. They come to 
motivate us to attempt spiritual feats that would otherwise be impossible, 
except for the great strength God has placed within us.”  —Streams in the Desert

Every two years, hundreds of the world’s greatest athletes gather in one location 
to put their training, their determination, and their perseverance to the test. Their 
goals may vary. Some athletes may be aiming for the gold medal. They are at the 
top of their sport and have a chance to prove themselves the best in the world. 
Others may have just barely made the qualifying standard. They are thrilled to 
simply represent their country and to say they are an Olympian. But both have 
to embrace the strain of intensive training. Both have to endure the pressure of 
competition.

The Apostle Paul had a goal, too. And the road to attaining it was not just difficult. 
It was impossible but for the saving grace and persistent shepherding of Christ. 

The prize Paul speaks of in this passage is the goal of sanctification. He refers 
to it with some of the familiar sports imagery that can be found throughout his 
writings: straining to win the prize of becoming more like Jesus. As we know, he 
had to endure some pretty hard circumstances to get there. 

And we will, too. No matter what our goals are in this life, the journey to reach 
them is not an easy one. God’s larger priority is His ultimate goal for us. He brings 
us to difficult spaces to transform us, to mature us, to develop the character of 
Christ in us. The process can be painful. But through the grace of God, and several 
key disciplines, we can choose to finish well!

VISION

Paul writes of what is ahead. “Ahead” in the Greek means “before, in the presence 
of, in full view of.” To move forward effectively, you need to have a clear vision of 
your goal. What are you reaching for? Vision determines what direction we need 
to go and clarifies what we need to do in order to get there.

“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 

ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  —Philippians 3:13-14
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Clear vision also demands focus. Focus is a mental discipline. It draws a line 
between acknowledging the past and dwelling on it. You cannot move forward if 
you keep looking backward. Paul exhorts us to let go of the past so we can focus 
on the future—a concept that also comes up in the Old Testament. Isaiah writes, 
“Forget the former things, do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing” 
(Isaiah 43:18).

PREPARATION

As Paul reminds us, anyone who competes in the games goes into strict training 
(1 Corinthians 9:25). Athletes dedicate years to prepare for the Olympics. Such 
training requires single-minded commitment. In the same way, Paul began his 
ministry with intense preparation of his own. He was a well-educated leader in the 
Jewish faith. After his conversion, God called him to preach the Gospel—and used 
his decades of study and leadership for great things.

God often spends years preparing His people for His calling on their lives. It lays 
the foundation for our future. It enables us to develop healthy habits of mind, 
body and spirit. It builds endurance. Preparation undergirds us with a depth of 
strength we may not know we have until we are tested just as deeply.

DETERMINATION

The homestretch of any race is the final test of will, of courage, of determination. 
You can see that pivotal moment of decision in an athlete’s expression and body 
language. They either concede the victory to someone else, or they commit to 
total effort, draw on their last reserves of energy, and compete all the way to the 
finish line.

Paul writes that he, too, is straining and pressing on toward his goal. There is 
nothing easy about that. He chooses to persevere when it would be easier to give 
up, because a God-given goal is worth it.

But what happens when your strength is not enough? If our goals are from the 
Lord, if we are seeking to honor Him in all that we do—when our strength fails, 
His grace will see us through to the finish line. He will empower to do what He 
has called us to do. “We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-
surpassing power is from God and not from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7).
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1.  Have you ever experienced a sudden willingness to “go” when God said “You 
are ready?” How did God prepare you for that calling? How might He be 
preparing you for your future?

2.  What kind of vision do you believe God is putting on your heart right now? It 
could be on a large or small scale. What is God’s calling for you in this season? 
What goals are you working on in your life?

3.  When you set goals for various aspects of your life, how do you make plans 
to achieve them?  How do you prepare, or how could you prepare, for the 
unexpected things in life?

4.  When you are experiencing challenges, how do you respond? How have you 
seen God respond when your circumstances are greater than your ability to 
handle them?

REFLECT 
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Dear Lord, I want to move forward into Your best plans for my life! Please give 
me eyes to see Your vision for me. Help me learn to prepare well for that future. 
And grant me Your strength when mine is overcome. I commit myself, my hopes 
and dreams, and my future into Your hands. Amen.

PRAY
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THE PRIZE

“What you get by achieving your goals is not as important as what you become 
by achieving your goals.” —Zig Ziglar

The Apostle Paul is one of the most driven, goal-oriented people in all of 
Scripture. His relentless defense of the Gospel, his passion for the teaching and 
exhortation of the early church, and his focus on God’s call on his life are almost 
without parallel. He could certainly relate to the intensity of dedicated athletes!

Paul’s zeal reminds us that goals are not inherently evil. They provide structure, a 
framework for planning as we seek to carry out God’s good purpose for our lives. 
We all have goals—personal or professional—at all levels of importance—big or 
small.

But we must make sure they are in line with God’s will. As we press forward, we 
need to always be aware of why we do certain things—and the way in which we 
do them.

MOTIVATION

Motivation is the “why” of what we do to achieve goals. It is a foundational 
element of the quality and authenticity of our Christian walk, yet it is difficult to 
evaluate with honesty. We can so easily get off the track and justify an unbiblical, 
even ungodly path. “Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain” 
(Psalm 127:1). 

Our true motivations inform our attitudes toward our goals. They expose the 
strength of our grip on our own plans. Matthew exhorts us to store up treasures 
in heaven, reminding us that our hearts can be found where our treasure is—and 
that our perspective of these things can either fill us with light or with darkness 
(Matthew 6:20-23).

“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 

ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  —Philippians 3:13-14
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REFLECTION

Equally important to our motivation for pursuing the prize is the way we pursue 
it—how we conduct ourselves as we pursue our goals. If someone were to hold 
a mirror close to your face, or to take your picture, as you are in the middle of 
intense pursuit of one of your goals, what would they see? Who would they see?

Would they see Jesus?

If we behave badly when obstacles, setbacks and inconveniences interfere with 
our efforts to achieve our goals, it may be time to reconsider those goals or reflect 
on our motivations. Despite our best intentions, our hearts, and subsequently our 
actions, can easily drift and must be brought back on a regular basis. Who are we 
doing these things for? Even Paul acknowledged this need. God gifted him with a 
thorn in the flesh to keep him from becoming conceited (2 Corinthians 12:7).

ANTICIPATION

Realizing that some parts of our lives still lack Christian maturity, even when 
we’ve been feeling God’s refining fire on us for some time, can be discouraging. It 
brings to mind Jesus’ observation about how easy it is to stuff a camel through the 
eye of a needle. “How could I ever fulfill God’s plan?” you may groan.

What is impossible with men is possible with God (Luke 18:27). He will patiently 
bring us back to our knees in humble prayer, as many times as it takes, to remind 
us of the eternal prize we are ultimately seeking to win. Through Jesus, we can 
have joy in that journey! 

And our journeys are unique. We all have different callings and different goals that 
may change as we run the race of life. In this world, we will constantly be pressing 
on and moving forward. We can trust that our Lord will be faithful to refine us and 
empower us every step of the way.

As Paul would say, whatever we do, let us do it all for the glory of God.
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1.  Think of a time when you paused to evaluate your motivation for doing 
something particular. What did you learn about yourself? How have you 
kept that in mind since that time? Or, if you have not done this kind of soul 
searching before, what could you do now to start that spiritual discipline?

2.  What obstacles are you currently encountering in pursuit of a goal, and how 
are you responding to them?

3.  How has God been encouraging you in your faith journey this week? How 
could you encourage someone else in theirs?

REFLECT 
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Lord. I need You to do some work in my heart today. I need You to clean up my 
reflection today. Please bring Your refiner’s fire to me today. Turn up the heat 
and blow away the chaff until You and only You are reflected in the precious 
metal of my soul. Thank you for the gift of joy as You lead me to the prize that 
will last forever. Amen

PRAY


