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Buddhist Delties |

TENBU X&B CATEGORY. A group of Heavenly Deities, Celestial . EESQ&T&E ]
Beings. A god (Skt. = deva) or goddess (Skt. = devi) of non-Buddhist = '
origin, primarily from the Hindu pantheon of India. The term TEN X = E

(meaning “heaven”) is used because the many deities in this group

live in one of the various Buddhist heavens. The term BU 2B (meaning

“group”) is added to TEN when referring to this category of deities. Yidyaraja
As a group, they were subjugated by Buddhism and converted into hlyd-0 (Jp.)
protectors of Buddhism. But their HINDU associations and attributes

were largely retained. H.-H E
These gods/goddesses/beings live in various paradises, but they are Blevia
still trapped in the Wheel of Life, the Six States of Karmic Rebirth, the Tenbu (o]

Six Realms of Transmigration. Although they live long and pleasant
lives, they are eventually reborn at a lower lever. There are various
classes of Celestial Beings, e.g., those who protect the Buddhas and
Buddhist teachings, those propitiated for the public good, those
worshipped for good fortune, private benefit, or vexing one’s enemies.

X &b

Buszhi £ Monks
The Sculptars

Yk Made the
Buddha Statues

{Ls Bif

Prior to the 9th century, there were very few deva/devi in Japan. But
with the introduction of Esoteric Buddhism to Japan in the early 9th
century, hundreds of these deities began appearing in the mandala
artform. They appear in great number in both the Diamond World
Mandala (some 20 deva/devi) and the Womb World Mandala (some
200 deva/devi). Most of them appear only in mandala paintings and

have no cult. But a handful gained great popularity among both the TENBU. Bedazzling pantheon of foreign, awe-inspiring tantric deities, introduced by monks
aristocracy and lower levels of society and remain very popular Kikai (Shingon) and Saichd (Tendai) in the early 9th century. Aristocrats often -
among the common people in modern times. commissioned esoteric monks to secretly conduct prohibited ceremonies, with the intent to

harm or destroy their political rivals and enemies.



BUDDHA 203
e peaceful countenance
« elongated earlobes
o third eye
e bump of knowledge
o simple robes
e no jewelry
e no ornamentation

752CE |
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BODHISATTVA E5&
peaceful countenance
elongated earlobes
princely clothes
crowns, headwear
necklaces
armlets
bracelets
anklets

crowns sometimes bear an effigy

of the Buddha they serve

Bodhisattva — elaborate

MYO-0 BRE
fearsome, wrathful faces
multi-headed
multi-armed
holding weapons
adorned with animal skins
adorned with skulls
adorned with snakes
wreathed in flames

Myo-06 — wrathful

Fuds, 1195 CE. |
Jyoraku-ji, Temple
Yokosuka City':

TENBU / DEVA KZ8
many different forms
gentle and fearsome
heavenly and demonic
multi-headed
multi-armed
humanlike, two-arms, one head
often dressed in armour of warriors
sometimes shown as figures from India
sometimes shown in Chinese dress

GUIDELINES TO
IDENTIFY THE DEITIES

See chart at left. There are exceptions,
mind you, but these guidelines go far in
enhancing your understanding.

Tenbu Statues — varied (gentle & fearsome); most appear in mandala

EAST SOUTH CENTER WEST NORTH
Jikokuten Zochoten Taishakuten Komokuten Tamonten

=53
SOUTH

Seven Celestial Maidens in Southern Cluster, Genzu Mandala IRK S % 5#

Shingon Sect of Esoteric Japanese Buddhism. Click image to enlarge.
Source: Museum Reihokan Koyasan (J-Site, Shingon)




Most TENBU (Deva/Devi) have no cult in Japan. But some are well known. They include: (1) Shitenné X =E, (2) Deva of 28 Lunar Mansions * Nijahasshuku —+/\fg, (3) 12 Deva Protectors -
Juniten +=3X, (4) Some Deva/Devi (not many) are given independent status as objects of devotion. They are (5) Daikokuten XEX (6) Benzaiten #84X (7) Bishamonten Ei$FIX.

EAST

SOUTH
Zochoten

CENTER

Jikokuten

The Shitenno are Buddhist
protectors of the four directions.
They originated in India as deva
generals protecting Lord Indra,
but were later adopted into the
Buddhist pantheon in China and
Japan. They ward off evil, guard
the nation, and protect the world
from malicious spirits, hence the
Japanese term Gose Shitenné #
HEUXE, literally “four world-
protecting deva kings.” Each
represents a direction, season,
color, virtue, and element.

Taishakuten

They are nearly always dressed in armor (yoroi #&),
looking ferocious (funnusd 2#&#H), and carrying
weapons or objects (jimotsu ¥¥4J) said to eliminate
evil influences and suppress the enemies of
Buddhism. They are also typically shown standing
atop evil spirits (known as Jaki in Japan), symbolizing
their power to repel and defeat evil.

In Japanese statuary, the Shitenno are almost always
portrayed in animated warrior poses rather than static
postures of ease or meditation. Among the four,
Tamonten (aka Bishamonten) is considered the most
powerful, and over time, supplanted the other three in
importance.

WEST
Komokuten

NORTH
Tamonten

— e

Al 2aac

Heryu-ji Temple (Nara)

T Comtuey,
I0M = Jyaki, this is the name of the creature

Tamonten stands atoe the one

Jyaki from Tth century, at Horya-ji Temple Temple A/ 3F, Nara
Scanned from temple brochure

Komg_kg_ten Zochoten Tamanten Jikakuten |

- '

Shitennd (Four Heavenly Kings), Horydji Temple ;%23 Nara
Mid-7th Century. Oldest extant set of the four. National Treasures.
Koémokuten JIE X, Zochdten I8EK, Tamonten %P3k, Jikokuten FEX
Painted Wood, Each Statue Approx. 133.5 cm in Height
Photos from Comprehensive Dictionary of Japan's National Treasures
E=EASEH (M) &5 AEB. ISBN 4-06-187822-0.

Origin = China

Shitenno
iconography is
related to the
Four Celestial
Emblems
(dragon, red bird,
tiger, turtle) of
China, who also
guard the four
cardinal
directions.

Click images to jump to specific creatures.

Tortoise (Black Warrior) = North, Winter, Black, Water
White Tiger (Kirin) = West, Fall, White, Metal
Red Bird (Phoenix) = South, Summer, Red, Fire
Dragon = East, Spring, Blue/Green, Wood



Star Mandala 2855#
Modern Japanese Reproduction

Ichijikinrin Butcho
—FEmILIR
at center.

28 Constellations
28 Moon Lodges
28 Lunar Mansions

Seven Stars of Big Dipper,
plus the Nine Planets,
appear in inner section.

P
<«

NORTH
Seven Celestial Maidens in Northern Cluster, Genzu Mandala IRH S %

Shingon Sect of Esoteric Japanese Buddhism. Click image to enlarge.
Source: Museum Reihokan Koyasan (J-Site, Shingon)

Twelve Zodiac Animals — .
appear in middle section. Q—I—}\% NUUhaSShUku
28 Moon Lodges
appear in outer section.

Photo at left
from this J-site

Four Guardians of the

TURTLE™

Celestial Emblems of
the Chinese Emperor
<— Japan = Shishin [H#
China = Si Shou UEf

Click images to jump to specific creatures.

Tortoise (Black Warrior) = North, Winter, Black, Water
White Tiger (Kirin) = West, Fall, White, Metal
Red Bird (Phoenix) = South, Summer, Red, Fire
Dragon = East, Spring, Blue/Green, Wood

SOUTH CENTER

WEST
Zaochoten Taishakuten

Komokuten

NORTH
Tamonten

— Four Heavenly Kings

Four Celestial Guardians

Four Protectors of the Nation
SHITENNO = Uk E*

Four Compass Directions,

v

SOUTH
Seven Celestial Maidens in Southern Cluster, Genzu Mandala RE 2%

Shingon Sect of Esoteric Japanese Buddhism. Click image to enlarge.
Source: Museum Reihokan Koyasan (J-Site, Shingon)

EAST
Seven Celestial Maidens in Eastern Cluster, Genzu Mandala BHE%#

Shingon Sect of Esoteric Japanese Buddhism. Click image to enlarge.
Source: Museum Reihokan Koyasan (J-Site, Shingon)

HEXR BERR

HMER

HREAR

WEST
Seven Celestial Maidens in Western Cluster, Genzu Mandala IRX 2%

Shingon Sect of Esoteric Japanese Buddhism. Click image to enlarge.
Source: Museum Reihokan Koyasan (J-Site, Shingon)




Janiten |+ K or - KKk, Deva of the 12 Directions, 12 Celestial Beings, Protectors of Buddhism, Doctrine-Abiding Deities Guarding All Directions.
Minor Gods in Pantheon of Esoteric Buddhism. Origin = India, Hindu Deities. Guardians of Esoteric Buddhist monasteries.

Bonten Taishakuten

SOURCE:
kyohaku.go.jp/eng/syuzo
u/meihin/choukoku/item
03.html

Bishamonten

Jizaiten

. Bonten %
. Taishakuten F5#R7% (Skt. Indra); East; Lord of Deva
. Suiten 7K=X (Skt. Varuna); West; Water Deva

. Bishamonten EEJ2F9X (Vaisravana); North; Wealth
. Enmaten %igf&=>% (Skt. Yama); South; Underworld

. Katen ‘A% (Skt. Agni); Southeast, Fire Deva

. Rasetsuten ##5% (Skt. Raksasa); SW; Demons

. Ishanaten #&3B=% (Skt. Isana); NE, Dharma

. Futen A% (Skt. Vayu); NW; Wind Deva

. Nitten H>< (Skt. Aditya); Sun Deva

. Gatten H=< (Skt. Candra); Moon Deva

. Jiten #h>% (Skt. Prthivi); Down; Earth Deva.

(Skt. = Brahma); Up; Heaven Deva

o N O O B~ W N =

— ) e
N = O O

Nitten Futen

OVERVIEW. Originated from the Hindu
guardians of the four cardinal and four
intermediary directions (Jp. = Happoten
J\J7X). In later years, the gods of heaven
and earth (up and down) were added to
create a grouping called the Ten Deities
(Jp. = Jitten +3K), and still later the gods
of the sun and moon were added to
create the Janiten (Group of 12 Deva).
These twelve generally supplant

the Shitenno (Four Heavenly Deva Kings)
in esoteric artwork in Japan, although
they serve the same role as

the Shitennd in protecting Buddhism and
crushing evil demons.

Ishana-ten Taishaku-ten Ka-ten

Bishamon-ten

Rasetsu-ten

Enma-ten

Gatten

Bon-ten Ji-ten Nitten

Set of 12 Hanging Scrolls. Late-Heian Period (Dated 1127). Toji Temple, Kyoto.
The Twelve Devas are the gods of the twelve directions in Esoteric Buddhism,
including the four quarters and four semi-quarters, up and down, and the sun and
moon, and are the guardians of Esoteric Buddhist monasteries.
https://www.kyohaku.go.jp/eng/syuzou/meihin/butsuga/item05.html


http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/shitenno.shtml
http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/shitenno.shtml

HE +ZXKAER (LedcTAUr55) SAR

AT LEFT

12 Deva from the Butsuzo-zu-i 1A f&X %
(late 17th century). As reproduced by Philipp
Franz von Siebold. Nippon Archiv zur
Beschreibung von Japan. Leiden (1831 CE)

AR

ABOVE
Toji Temple 2235, Kyoto

Janiten + K or + KX %

12 Deva, 12 Celestial Beings, Protectors of Buddhism
Doctrine-Abiding Deities Guarding All Directions
Minor Gods in Pantheon of Esoteric Buddhism

Origin = India, Hindu Deities

Among the 12, Bonten (Brahma)
and Taishakuten (Indra) serve in
the highest position. Also known
as the Twelve Gods Protecting the
World.



http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/12-devas.shtml#bonten2
http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/before-buddhism-hindu.html#brahma2
http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/12-devas.shtml#taishakuten
http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/before-buddhism-hindu.html#indra

Emanations of Vajrapani Bodhisattva. Represent Alpha
& Omega, Beginning & End, Birth & Death. One with
mouth open, the other with mouth closed.

L = Agyo BaI#z (mouth open) R = Ungyd Mz (mouth closed)
At Sanjusangendd =+ ==, Kyoto
12th Century, Life Size Wooden Statues

FYNVWVRYWWNL & e
Agyd PR H = 836.3 cm
Kongd Rikishi &l 11 (Kongou, Kongo)
Wood with Paint (Saishiki #&)
Made by the famous Kei school of sculptors.
(including Unkei and Kaikei) in the Kamakura Era.
Téodaiji Temple E A3 (Toudaiji, Todaiji), Nara.

Sl | <
Ungyo Bz H = 842.3 cm
Kongd Rikishi &l 11 (Kongou, Kongo)

Wood with Paint (Saishiki #2 ). Made by the famous Kei school of sculptors.
({including Unkei and Kaikei) in the Kamakura Era. Todaiji Temple X3, Nara.



THE MANDALA OF THE ESOTERIC SCHOOLS (Shingon, Tendai) — the main vehicle for both Myo-6 Category and Tenbu Category in Japan.

Japan’s Ryokai (Ryokai) Mandala
Ryokar Two Realms = Diamond World and Womb World
A-to-Z v& A-to-Z Deity Dictionary

There are numerclus mandala forms in Japan, but the most widely known is the Ryokai Mandala - @%%

&35 (Mandala of the Two Realms or Two Worlds). This famous mandala pairing is represented by are arranged in twelve different well-defined sections. See Kongokai Layout | Taizokai Layout
the Taizokai Mandala .’ R&/@5T 8755 (Womb World, Matrix Realm) and the Kongokai Mandala ./ &l Gekangdbu-in
W &F (Diamond World, Adamatine Realm). As a unified set, the pair embody the central devotional i -
images of modern Esoteric practice in Japan. The Kongokai Mandala ' is associated with wisdom (chi | MAHAYANA BUDDHISM KONGOKAI FAMILIES TAIZOKAI FAMILIES ;g;;"é"
), while the Taizokal Mandala .- is associated with ultimate principle (ri ¥%). Below, on this page, we Ten Realms (Jikkai +5%) Kongokai Mandala Taizokai Mandala, Others Shak
present graphical layouts and descriptions for each of the principle mandala sections and related ?Raiﬂg
deities. Jump to Kongokai Layout | Taizokai Layout 1. Buddhas (Jp: Nyorai, Tathagata, 1. Nyorai-bu #1350, Buddha Realm, Skt. | 1. Buddha = Butsubu 1A3F; e.g., §
Hotoke 1A - highest level) = Tathagata-kula; Dainichi Nyorai AB#%l |Butsugen Mandala c | & [Henchiin E ©
3 (Skt. Mahavairocana) o BLELGA 2
2. Bodhisattvas (Jp: Bosatsu ZiE); 2. Buddha Crown = Butchobu {AJEEB; S|e E::ﬂm 3 @
the compassionate ones 2. Kongdbu &3, Daimond Realm, e.g., Ichijikinrin Mandala, Sonsho | E | s i =
Skt. = Vajra-kula; Ashuku Nyorai [a[E] Mandala al =5 173
3. Pratyeka Buddhas (Jp: Engaku (Skt. Akshobhya) & | FE | \ERE | B E
#E); self-enlightened beings _ 3. Sutra-Rite = Kydbobu BE | # [mvaan| T
3. Hobu 20, Jewel Realm, Skt. = #848B; e.g., Hokke Mandala, Ninnogyo Iz ﬁgﬁﬁ Iz s
4. Sravaka Arhats (Jp: Shomon FBfd); | Ratna-kula; Hoshd Nyorai 4 (Skt. Mandala, and Shogyo Mandala Kokazo- in Pz
listeners of Buddhist teachings Ratnasambhava) 7
4. Bodhisattva = Bosatsubu ZT#5R; also Talzokal 'omb Wortd Soshitsuji-in
5. Heavenly Beings 4. Rengebu EZE0, Lotus Realm, Skt. = | includes Kannonbu E355EF; e.g., Nyoirin National Treagthre Heian Pfanud Mﬂ!ﬁ—
(Skt: Deva, Jp: Ten X) Padma-kula; Amida Nyorai [ [SE (Skt. | Mandala, Miroku Mandala, Hachiji Monju

Taizdkai {Womb World)
National Treasure, Heian Period, 9th C
Kybdgokoku-ji #EMEF Temple (Toji )

From temple catalog

Kongdkai {Diamond World)
National Treasure, Heian Period, 9th C
Kydogokoku-ji 8T HET Temple (Teji )

From temple catalog

Dainichi's
Mudra of

Deity Families & Divisions

Maroon text = Jumps within this page or to other site page.
Simplified. This topic is much more complex. For example, deities in the Kongokai Mandala
are arranged in nine different panels (or nine mini mandala), while those in the Taizokai Mandala

6. Humans
(Skt: Manusya, Jp: Ningen A f)

7. Bellicose Demons
(Skt: Asura, Jp: Ashura [I{EE8)

8. Animals
(Skt: Tiryasyoni, Jp: Chikusho Z=4)

9. Hungry Ghosts
(Skt: Preta, Jp: Gaki £i52)

Amitabha)

5. Katsumabu ¥8EES0, Action Realm, Skt.

= Karma-kula; Fukujoju Nyorai A~ZERGEL
(Skt. Amoghasiddhi)

Before reaching Japan, the mandala
traditions of India, China, and Tibet
followed a three-family format — the
Buddha, Lotus, and Vajra families.
Around the 8th century, however, this
was replaced by a five-family format.

Mandala

5. Myo6-0 = Myd-6-bu
BAFEP; e.g., Aizen Mandala, Anchin
Mandala

6. Celestial Gods = Tentdbu
*Zi0; e.g., Enmaten Mandala,
Kichijoten Mandala

7. Others. Deities who personify the

TAIZOKAI DEITIES. The Womb World, Matrix Realm). In the popular Genzu Version
, some 414 deities are arranged in various deity families and grouped in 12 (twelve)

Taizokai Mandala
sections or courts.

Kybdgoku-ji (Toji %) Temple

TAIZOKAI FAMILY DIVISIONS

Note: Each below-listed mandala has in Mandala A-to-Z Glossary.

—

. Buddha Family, Buddha Division = Butsubu {A&0 (e.g., Butsugen Mandala)

- of the

2. Buddha-Crown Family = Butchdbu 1L1ESD (e.g.. Ichijikinrin Mandala, Sonshd Mandala)

Lo

Mandala)

Sutra-Rite Division = Kyobdbu #Fi%80 (e.g., Hokke Mandala, Ninnégyo Mandala, and Shougyo

planets, stars, and heavenly bodies; e.g., 4

o - y , )
e . Kannon Family = Kannonbu #1& 5P (e.g., Nyoirin Mandala; Kannon's esoteric forms appear

primarily in the Kannon-in &= or in the Renge-in 3% % section of the Taizokai
5. Bodhisattva Family = Bosatsubu ZEEp (e.g., Miroku Mandala, Hachiji Monju Mandala)
6. Myd-6 Family = My5-6-bu BA A0 (e.g., Aizen Mandala, Anchin Mandala)
7
8

Six Elements

Related Links
Five Tathagata of Wisdom
Dainichi Buddha

10. Hells (Skt: Naraka)

Dainichi Nyorai Jp: Jigoku ¥ -- the lowest level

12th Century AD

Chuusanji Temple In a larger grouping, there are actually

28 forms in Three Realms (Skt: Triloka). . Celestial Gods = Tentobu 23580 (e.g., Enmaten Mandala, Kichijoten Mandala)

. Others (e.g., deities who personify the planets, stars, and heavenly bodies)

The Taizokai Mandala (Womb World) is associated with ultimate principle (ri #2) and the Kongokai Mandala (Diamond World) with mind or intelligence (chi
&), Says the Digital Dictionary of Buddhism: “The two realms are fundamentally one, as are the absolute and phenomenal, e.g. water and wave. The
Garbhadhatu (Womb World) representing the ¥2 and the & (principle and cause), the Vajradhatu (Diamond World) the £ and the & intelligence/reason
and the effect, i.e. the fundamental realm of being, and mind as inherent in it & and €M).” <end DDB quote> NOTE TO ME---..talk about Dainichi
mudra-----+ five fingers inanimate, only with consciousness (sixth finger) can we grow beyond our stupidity.

In Esoteric Buddhism, the five elements (Jp. = Goshiki F{T) are combined with one additional element, the MIND, for a total of six. Statues or paintings of
Dainichi Buddha, the central deity of Esoteric Buddhism in Japan, often portray Dainichi with a characteristic hand gesture called the Mudra of Six
Elements (Chiken-in Z225E0), in which the index finger of the left hand is clasped by the five fingers of the right. This mudra symbolizes the unity of the five
worldly elements (earth, water, fire, air, and space) with a six element, spiritual consciousness.

A

In the Mandala artform, which is of special importance to Japan’s Esoteric sects (Shingon, Tendai), the five elements are considered inanimate (this
equates to the Garbhadhatu or Womb World Mandala). Only by adding the sixth element -- mind, perception, or spiritual consciousness -- do the five
become animate. This equates with the Vajradhatu or Diamond World Mandala. Phrased differently, there is “unity” only when the sixth element is added.
Without the sixth element, ordinary eyes see only the differentiated forms or appearances.
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Some individual Ten (Deva) are given independent status as objects of devotion. The main (and most popular today) are: (1) Shitennd AE)BE (2) Deva of the 28 Lunar Mansions - Nijahasshuku =+ /\fg (3) 12 Deva
Protectors * Janiten +=3X (4) Daikokuten X&3X (5) Benzaiten 84X (6) Bishamonten Bi¥FIX (7) Kankiten EiE/&

Demonic

Condensed Visual Classroom Guide
Daikokuten Iconography in Japan

From Hindu Destroyer to Buddhist Protector to Japanese Santa Claus

http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/daikoku.shtml

INDEPENDENT DEVA

Some Tenbu are worshipped independently, not

8 as part of a group.

Benzaiten (Sarasvati)
Governs music and arts; one of Japan's Seven
Lucky Gods.

Bishamonten (Tamonten)
God of warriors, and one of Japan's Seven Lucky

| Gods.

Daikokuten (Mahakala)
One of Japan’'s Seven Lucky Gods; god of wealth
and farmers.

Idaten (Skanda)
Kitchen God, Protector of Monasteries and
Monks.

Kankiten (Ganesh)
God of Conjugal Harmony, Child-Giving, & Long
Life. Also known as Shouten, Shoten, Kangiten.

Kariteimo (Hariti)
Easy delivery & child-rearing. Also known as
Kishimojin.

Kichijoten (Sri Laksmi)

Wife of Vishnu in Hindu myth; wife or sister of
Bishamonten in Buddhism. Also read
Kisshouten or Kudokuten.

Suiten (Varuna). Suiten’s Shinto counterpart is
Suijin, who is worshipped independently. Suiten
is not an object of central devotion.

Happi Benzaiten

Myo-on Benzaiten

e

Daibenten; holds sword

Hadaka Benten

Uga Benzaiten

Tenkaw Benten

8-Armed Version Playing Biwa. and jewel; Bestower of |Nude deity playing| Snake & shrine Amanogawa; three white snake
Warrior Goddess Music Goddess. Virtue & Merit. biwa. gate atop head heads
Defender of the State Main Iconic Form. Details Here Kami of Art. Food kami. Food kami.
Details Here Details Here Details Here Details Here Details Here
8th Century Onward 9th Century Late 12th Century Onward
Traditional Form Onward Goddess of music, art, warriors, wealth, luck. Worshipped independently.




Slide Eleven -- Condensed Visual Guide to Daikokuten Iconography in Japan
OLDESTEXTANT DRAWINGS * FIERCE * DEMONIC - MANDALA FORM

h
Located in
NE quarter

of mandala,
the so-called
"demon gate"

() =kimon R F9)

Genzu Version

HE & FM, oth century

Taz’Zuszeionj
. BB, oth'century

S~

/ Taiz6 Kyazuy6 Version
ReiE |IBE#R, oth century

(_

Besson Zakki SB35z @

@ DaihiTaiz6 Dai Mandara
12th century ;| | N

KEBEARFR

1]

Placed at the
southern gate
of the mandala,
just like the
Taizé Kyazuyo.
In contrast, the
multi-armed
Mahakala of
the Genzu v
appears in the
northeast. ;
Only one head, not three; human sinner replaced
by upright sword; ewe moves from middle-left
arm to middle-right arm; holds trident, not sword.

Unlike the Genzu and
Taizé Zuzé mandalas,
the Taizo Kyazuyo
contains two Mahakaila,
both placed in the south
section of the mandala
(inthe second and
fourth registers).
—>
Unlike the Mahakala
of the Taizo Zuzo, these
two hold empty bowls
in their left hands. The
bowlis known as the
kapala (lit. = skull); Siva's
drinking bowl, generally
filled with blood.

yuzuyo Version

® BeiE IBE#%, oth century

Kakuzensho #i§#?, 12th century
Copyright 2017 Schumacher



Slide Twelve -- Condensed Visual Guide to Daikokuten Iconography in Japan (@) Shoson Zuzo Sha FHW E{R, 13th Century
(Kanazawa Bunko, Yokohama)

OLDEST EXTANT DRAWINGS * FIERCE * DEMONIC * MANDALA FORM g AL .
, = - — ——— Mahakala
Y '@ Shoson Zuzo shi BB, 13th Century) | T AL

auskshkcals 4 (Kanazav-_'avBunko, Yokohama) L. ;?:;;;::ﬂ::;?!h‘!e

".' moves from left
to right arm

S “‘
il 6 NG
g e il Sl \-.o = :.' m-ﬁ_ﬂﬂ -:l- !' 3
Zuzosho E{&#P (Iconographic Selections), 4 ;55 A7 “%'{3 g b
12th century, compiled by Heian-era monks ﬂ A 4 1% Sy S
(@ Yogon kM (1075-1151) and Eja Bt in the By B Loy A 1
first half of the 12th century, TZ 3, 3006. The (S B~ ‘f' S A , e
Zuzoshois considered the first comprehensive e 2 7 ﬁ_‘z'—f- = d J IR A A N
: . . : A TR T A L {ishuGomaHonzonByQKenzokyZuzb e
iconographic treatise produced in Japan. ) - *f \.# 40 @ ' mAmEsuREREE MR <
Mahakala "5 ,i_ 2o I oF early13th century & L85G 0 okt 2017 Schumacher



Slide Twenty-Seven -- Condensed Visual Guide to Daikokuten Iconography in Japan Japan's Santa Claus form
OLDESTEXTANT STATUES ATOP RICE BALES * HOLDING MALLET * PUDGY el gl i

SR AT Q Granting

,é_»” Jewels

Hokkeji Temple ;&8 %, Nara. 1319CE.H=27.5cm. | Amanosan Kongé-ji Temple Formerly at Todai-ji Temple WX, |[Hase Dera &%, Kamakura. 1412CE. H=62cm. Kongorinji Temple & BI#&¥, Aichi-gun,
Painted wood. Oldest extant statue of Daikoku EXHIL&BIF, Osaka. 1336 CE. | Nara. Now owned by Agency for Wood. Ichiboku Zukuri —7 i (single-block carving).| Shiga. Muromachiera. H=155cm. Wood.
seated onrice bales, holding a magic mallet and H=82cm.Wood. Known as Cultural Affairs. 1347 CE. H =90 cm. | The temple's placard says the Muromachi-era (?) text | Yosegi Zukuri FAi&") (joined-block
treasure sack. The auspicious wish-granting jewel | Hashiri Daikoku EYVARE Wood, crystal eyes. By Kaiken th#. | X MX#:E equates Daikokuten with Okuninushi. | carving). Wearing crown shaped as

is engraved on the mallet, the rice bales, and his (Running Daikoku), for his left | ICP. Stands on bales of rice, holds |Daikokuten was in fact conflated with Okuninushi wish-granting jewel. Although not
clothing. Wearing cap (eboshi S#¥). Sitting in legis stepping forward. Fiber- | magic mallet & treasure sack. Wish- |around the early-to-mid 14th century. See Slide 34. | extremely old, this statue shows that the
half lotus posture (hanka), right leg pendant. scope analysis shows the name | granting jewels & other auspicious deity's warrior aspect did not disappear

of the sculptor as Keishun B #. | symbols adorn clothing & sack. suddenly. Bopyiciit 2057 Seinmmesitine




Slide Thirty-Seven -- Condensed Visual Guide to Daikokuten Iconography in Japan _
EARLY MODERN ERA (1603-1867) - OKUTEN AS GOD OF THE RICE PADDY HoO# dk
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Slide Forty-Two -- Condensed Visual Guide to Daikokuten Iconography in Japan
19th-20th Century -- LEGALTENDER & COMMEMORATIVE COIN

(®Yiate17th C.
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Slide Forty-Four -- Condensed Visual Guide to Daikokuten Iconography in Japan

»

9th-1oth C.

CONCLUSION - Benign Daikokuten, Demonic Mahakala

Chinese Proverb —#ORB—FEBICERTS
One Picture is Worth a Thousand Words

1ith-12th-13th C.

14th-15th C.

16th-17th C.

18th C.

19th C. to Modern Times

emonic

ti-Headed

Iti-Armed
hina to Japan

Flesh-Eating
Blood-Drinking
Graveyard Deity

¥ Related Deities

Dakinis, Durga,
Gana, Ganes$a, Hariti,
Jambhala, Kubera, Kili,|
Pafcika, 7 Mothers,

Siva, Skanda,

Standing Version

Sitting Version
Shingon School

Tendai School

Japan's oldest statues
of standing and sitting
human-like Daikokuten

¥ Related Deities

Benzaiten, Bishamonten, Dainichi Buddha,
Daijizaiten, Dakiniten, Déro Shégun, Ebisu,
Enma, Kankiten, Kenrd Jiten, Matarajin,
Shéten (Ganeda), Ugajin (snake)

Vaiéravana, Yama

Some of Daikokuten's many affinities,
associations, conflations, and identifications.

Benign Human Form Benign Human Form

Stern Face, Gentry  Stern Face, Martial

Dwarfish, pudgy,
rice bales, mallet,

Modern Japan's
"Standard” Form
of Daikokuten

¥ Related Deities

Benzaiten,
Bishamonten,
Dakiniten, Ebisu,
Inari, Matarajin,
Miwa Kami,
Omononushi,
Onamuchi, Sannd,
Shéten, Ugajin

"Santa Claus Form"

treasure sack, jewel

4 =

"_!'7_‘.Y R | -
~ ILS‘-. 1 Bis.d b=

Benign 3-Faced

Daikoku, One Body,

3 Faces, 6 Arms

Daikokuten becomes extremely popular during
this period, partly owing to his link to the kami
Ebisu (kami of oceans, fishing folk, merchants)

i

Six benign for;n;

of Daikokuten

¥ Related Deities

Benzaiten,
Bishamonten,
Daikokuten,
Dakiniten,
Ebisu,
Inari,
Matarajin,
Shéten,

Tanokami

Daikokuten as
God of Rice Paddy
Holds rice scoop
and rice bowl

i\\’ z

>

=N RN
Seven Lucky Gods
Daikokuten is the
core member

Daikokuten's key
role in this group is
largely forgotten

¥ Related Deities

Benzaiten,
Bishamonten,
Ebisu, Fukurokuju,
Hotel, Jurdjin,
Matarajin,
Okuninushi
Aggressively

conflated with

kami Okuninushi

- o

modern Japan's
first bank notes

Dalkokutin on

Modern-day
cartoon image
Santa Claus

Daikokuten still remains one of
Japan's most popular deities of

good fortune, wealth, & the kitchen

¥ Related Deities
Okuninushi, Seven Lucky Gods

Modern Japan's "standard” form of
Daikokuten emerged in the early
14th century. Today, his ancient
mythologies are largely forgotten.
There is no clear precedent for the
popular image which Daikokuten

assumed in the medieval period.
Camrinkt 2017 Sebaimachar



Kamakura Era

Happi Benzaiten (8-Armed Benzaiten). At the Hoan-den CLOSEx
of Enoshima Jinja Shrine (Enoshima Island, Japan),
Kamakura Era. Kanagawa Prefectural Asset. Wood. H =
59.2 cm, Yosegi-zukuri joined-block technique, crystal
eyes. Legend says shogun Minamoto Yoritomo asked the
Buddhist monk Mongaku to make this statue to curse his
enemies. Since the Edo period, this statue has been
prayed to by samurai seeking protection on the battle
field and victory in war. Photo and data from Fujisawa
City Tourist Association, Enoshima Jinja, and Kamakura
Butsuzo Meguri Magazine (Gakken), June 15, 2010
edition.

Image 8 of 192

OLDEST STATUE
NARA 8t Century
Modern reproduction

Enoshima Benzaiten, Nude Sculpture,
Located inside Enoshima Jinja.

CLOSEX

Benzaiten

Sarasvati




Slide Thirty-Six-- Condensed Visual Guide to Daikokuten Iconography in Japan . (7) Land God £32
DAIKOKUTEN'S LINKS TO THEEARTH GODDESS, LAND GODS, LANDLORD KAMI R

l Tobatsu Bishamon 1 |Tobatsu Blshamon
| <4 Dunhuang,Chmam
10!h Century @ . sls 10th Century I

)

T W
5."/[_'. ; R

Tobatsu Bishamon
" Rawak"in
. Ancient Khotan

3rd- 4th centurles

Tobatsu_Bishamon
Toji Temple W3 "Japan
9th Century

AN — AN
Earth Goddess {4 Earth Goddess L Earth Goddess =

! ‘i Earth Goddess

Copyright 2017 Schumacher
Slide 36. Special Report by lyanaga Nobumi (b. 1948). The 11th-C. Japanese text Daikoku Tenjin Ho [1.21.1287.0355b13] says Daikokuten is a form of earth-deity Kenro Jiten EREEH#IX (Slide 35,

Fig. 9). This fusing certainly impacted the 14th-C. identification of Daikokuten with the kami of Mt. Miwa & the 17th-C. conflation of Daikokuten with the kam/i Okuninushi (of Izumo). Details on ‘0)
Slide 35. Kenro Jiten's origin can be traced back to ancient India’s "earth goddess” Prthivi #X (J = Jiten). Curiously, in China, Prthivi morphed into a male "land” deity who manifested itself in

the guise of an old man (Fig. 7). This sex change represents a double transformation —-— a female goddess turned into an elderly male, & the earth replaced with the land. Prthivi is closely

associated with Kubera / Vaisravana (J = Bishamonten; details Slides 22-24). In Asia & Japan, Prthivi appears in early art holding the warrior deity Tobatsu Bishamonten S2ERE¥FIX atop her

hands (Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5). Like Tobatsu Bishamonten, India's Mahakala (aka Daikokuten) was, early on, described as standing atop Prthivi's hands. The Chinese text /ssaikyo Ongi (Sound &

Meaning of All Siitras) bv central-Asia monk Huilin E# (737-820) [T.54.2128.366b14-171 savs: "Under Mahakala’s feet is earth goddess Dishén Nii Tian {if#ZzX (aka Prthiv). who holds him on




Slide Twenty-Nine -- Condensed Visual Guide to Daikokuten Iconography in Japan Daikokuten, Bishamonten, & Benzaiten
THREE-FACED SANMEN DAIKOKUTEN ¢ 1 BODY, 3 HEADS, 6 ARMS | members of Japan's Seven Lucky Gods.

Gods.
i I Ugajin atop
@ Benzaiten \@/Blshamonten Kotanat: this—)
. i . AR N equates to

Benzaiten -
Bishamonten iwnzaiten b3 A :!’:‘ s y Bishamonten JDaikokuten Benzaiten
- ¢ . ' % o "o
. " o ! - A ¥
‘Daikokuten ~ v ' 7‘*&.‘" - ’

L

‘- . - 4‘
: N/ } I | ' 3
Mallet g "o st v AT i\
ol Daikokuten ; ; Mallet
; “e Sack S oR™

H-.—}

A e N / < A Oﬁ‘é ﬁghre,threeidentities. B
«ﬁ : _ : N Daien-ji Temple :kPH#,TokyO-"‘r ]
ok b I Muromachi era, Wood, H=45cm Three Heads, One Body, Covered by Sack

e ¢ ﬂ Sits in half-lotus position; holds Daizokyo-ji Temple X2 F
Three Heads, One Body 3% " One Heac_iA, Three Faces, One Body purse & club; wears armor & 4 Fuefuki City, Yamanashi
2 Eishin-ji Temple 3&{&F, Tokyo Hosen-ji Temple R F, Tokyo helmet; this equates to Daikokuten. Late Muromachi, Early Edo, Wood

1596 CE, Wood. H = 90 cm SR Late Edo era, Wood.H=36cm Fierce face equates to Bishamonten. P No heightgiven "% :

g 3 Copyright 2017 Schumacher
Slide 29. Mahakala / Daikokuten’s (M/D) demonic form (Slides 11-15) never achieved the popularity of his benign human form (Slides 16-21). Around Says lyanaga Nobumi:

the 16th C. CE, his demonic & benign forms were “reconnected” in a new configuration known as Sanmen Daikokuten (SMD) ZEAEX, which fused “This triad confirms the mythical )

e B . =y N . N _ . . e associations between Mahakala,
three deities into one - M/D, Bishamonten EBi#Fi% (Skt = Vaisravana) & Benzaiten 7#Fx (Skt = Sarasvati). This form is specific to Japan. Unknown Vaiéravana (Kubera, Paficika) &
who created it, but most legends involve Saicho mi& (767-822). See Slide 19 for legends. This form protects warriors & the three treasures (Buddha, Sarasvati (Sri-Laksmi)—associations

. . . T . _ o ] 5 . 1 - that are not apparent but underlie the
Buddhist law, community of believers). It shares affinities with K&jin 5t (fig. 6 above), Japan’s god of the kitchen fire. Today both are considered siiotion of thase dalifse atrcis
identical, for icons of SMD placed in kitchens are called Kgjin. By the Edo era, the main pillar of the home (often near the kitchen) was called Daikoku- India, Central Asia, China & Japan."”




Slide Thirty-One -- Condensed Visual Guide to Daikokuten Iconography in Japan
DAIKOKUTEN & JAPAN'S SEVEN GODS OF GOOD FORTUNE

@ = M Benzaiten - @

Jurojin B

_ Bishamonten S

Daikokuten = ~

tl"l oldest drawlngs: an abrovmtd aumbla
the group. By Kané Tanya J¥ 5 R (1602-1674).

Bishamonten

Benzaiten

..l;

Jurojin
Hotei o7/
i /e S
(7 "( Nl

. Daikokuten

Ebisu,

One of the oldest palnti:'lg of all seve
standard set. By Kand Yasunobu ff¥%1{E (1613-1685).

See—»
Slide 30

s SO
IS

Figs. 3, 4 &5 show Daikokuten

atop a lotus leaf, not rice bales 7
PN 2D\

65 CPSE

A, - - 4 'N-ﬂ"-{
2l SN
Butsuzo-zu-i

{L{RER, 1783 CE
One of six forms

‘Butsuzo-zu-i
{hiRE R, 1783 CE
One of seven gods

Butsuzo-zu-i

{LRER, 1690 CE
One of six forms

Fukurokuji is missing from
this set. In his place we find
the female deity Kichijoten.

In modern times, however, .
Kichijotenisno !'onger
amember of the Seven Lucky
Gods. In her place we find
Fukurokuju.

Her conflation with the
more popular goddess
Benzaiten is one probable
reason for her removal from
the grour. Today the group
of seven includes only one
female, Benzaiten.

Daikokuten, Benzaiten, Bishamonten, Jurojin, Fukurokuju, Hotei

CRL g

amonten
i 54

|

Butsuzd-zu-i {L{RER, 1783 CE. Non-standard set.
The 1690 &1783 versions of this text show non-standard sets.
Copyright 2017 Schumacher




Ganesa's Various Names

Slide Fourteen -- Condensed Visual Guide to Daikokuten Iconography in Japan Snpte's Ynrious Nemes
MAHAKALA & GANESA --OVERLAPPING ORIGINS, ICONOGRAPY, AND FUNCTIONS S = Ganesa, Nandikésvara
e ' ) 18 N0B) oth Century CE 4 B Kasuga @ 2:3&‘;‘;';12‘,?:’3?:;33“

T WA
' ) ] : 'l : 'l = N Sl Dakiniten J =Shoten X, Tenson 8
I ‘.Dun‘_hua_r:g, ch-!*:,a \ > e gl [ TS 8 14th century; J = Daishé Kangiten X E#E X
. e— i) TV N A e
u s IE - =g i~ 2 ' ‘ Benzaiten Dakiniten
: ot mf YRELE S : e A ¢ E

I

(‘J-

' J

/
f

‘ v
, Shoten, Dual Form (&/ J
" /‘;t 12th C. CE f
angiten = 1 k

” e 2 \ = /," ! \.

nth ¢ cet O S O £ M Mahesvara (aka Siva);
: 3-heaas;6 arms, holding}

sunand moon disks®

¥
L #4
./ \

i+
v \
4 =)
# l]} J 4
'y
[ /
%

=3 _ ~ & ' ed - , = e _ Mahdkala standing
.@.Shb_tler!fii:lead, A Wl <P oy e e e = : _ atop lotus leaf
12th C. CE5==" ) SLEUE] SRR Ganesa® EEs Vinayaka = Ganesali o ') Copyright 2017 Schumacher
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It must be stressed that the devas, in Japan, were
considered Buddhist figures from the very start.
Mahakala & Ganesa are “paired” together in the outer
jeean northeast (NE) corner. NE is particularly inauspicious in
A ;fﬁ*;ﬁw';;!”;,lg,u Chinese geomancy and is called the "demon gate" (J =
‘ﬁb%;vmi t kimon 52F9) -- place where demons gather & enter.
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ENLIGHTENED
REALMS

= A
» Fh e
Sy

g ;_'..,' -
b4 » X4
X P’F‘”'atyeka Buddha % Bodh|sattva
‘Realm = Buddha ‘Realm
(Reallzatlon) Rea|mh (%ompassmn)

EnI| htened .

? @ R_{gglm -
#(Learning)

> @ Sravaka Arhats

TEN WORLDS OF EXISTENCE
The “Ten Realms” (Jp: Jikkai +5%)

. Hells (Skt: Naraka, Jp: Jigoku 5 -- the lowest level)

. Hungry Ghosts (Skt: Preta, Jp: Gaki £5i58)

. Animals (Skt: Tiryasyoni, Jp: Chikusho ZE45)

. Bellicose Demons (Skt: Asura, Jp: Ashura F{EZE)

. Humans (Skt: Manusya, Jp: Ningen ARH)

. Heavenly Beings (Skt: Deva, Jp: Ten 2X)

. Sravaka Arhats (Jp: Shémon 7=[H]); listeners of Buddhist teachings
. Pratyeka Buddhas (Jp: Engaku f&&); self-enlightened beings

. Bodhisattvas (Jp: Bosatsu El&); the compassionate ones

. Buddhas (Jp: Nyorai, Tathagata, Hotoke 1A -- highest level)

S © o N U R WN =

=

TEN WORLDS MAY ALSO BE WRITTEN AS:

. Hell (Beings in Hell -- the lowest level)

. Hunger (Hungry Ghosts)

. Animality (Animals)

. Anger (Ashura)

. Tranquility (Humans)

. Rapture (Deva)

. Learning (Theravada Traditions, Arhat)

. Realization (Theravada Traditions, Arhat)

. Bodhisattva (Mahayana Traditions, Bosatsu)

. Buddha (Nyorai, Tathagata, Hotoke -- highest level)

COONOOPAWN=

—_—

The "Ten Realms" are divided into two groups. The first group (1 to 6) comprises the Six Paths of
Suffering (also called the Wheel of Life in Tibet). The second group (7 to 10) comprises the four
realms of enlightened existence, the “Four Noble Worlds.” For many more details, click here.



MOON

Symbaolizes
Liberation

Three Root
Delusions
Greed (Pig)

TIBETAN TANKA
The Six States, The Wheel of Life

Hatred (Snake)

Lust (Cock)

ANIMALS

, %
_'H.i “h §

‘L': ; P

BUDDHA
Points
at Moon

YAMA
Lord of Death
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12 Links of
Dependent
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SIMPLIFIED ZODIAC CHART (Solar Calendar)

Zodiac Buddhist Compass Year of Birth
Animal Patron Direction For people born in Jan. or Feb., see Caveat
Rat + Senju Kannon N 1924, 1936, 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008
Ox # Kok(zo Bosatsu NE 1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 2009
Tiger B Kok(zo Bosatsu NE 1926, 1938, 1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 1998, 2010
Hare O[] Monju Bosatsu E 1927, 1939, 1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 1999, 2011
Dragon /& Fugen Bosatsu SE 1928, 1940, 1952, 1964, 1976, 1988, 2000, 2012
Snake B Fugen Bosatsu SE 1929, 1941, 1953, 1965, 1977, 1989, 2001, 2013
Horse 4 Seishi Bosatsu S 1930, 1942, 1954, 1966, 1978, 1990, 2002, 2014
Sheep & Dainichi Nyorai SW 1931, 1943, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991, 2003, 2015
Monkey E2 Dainichi Nyorai SW 1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 2004, 2016
Rooster B Fudo Myo6-6 W 1933, 1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 2005, 2017
Dog F Amida Nyorai NW 1934, 1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, 1994, 2006, 2018
Boar % Amida Nyorai NW 1935, 1947, 1959, 1971, 1983, 1995, 2007, 2019

Eight Buddhist Patron Deities
and the 12 Zodiac Animals

J / RIT ‘.-l““.
ry |' o= i E"_ : e A ‘\ E
= -"*{_ ‘{ rd a4 o N | “é
2 - . e igs: | é‘:-

\
| Senim Kanngg |
\ /
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(I 1 —— i.lonkg_gl J’Ig“t'\r\‘?tagon ”*--,,,H, i
4“ p 7 /| \ \7\.\ ,-" - -
l' /" Sheep/ \Sn ake‘\ /

‘\‘l Scishi Rosata |

-y e \ -
*

8 Buddhist Patrons, 12 Zodiac Signs, & Sanskrit Seeds
Courtesy Horie Yasutaka (Modern Buddhist Artist)




BUTSUZO = Images of the Various Buddhist Deities and Deity Classes

{#H18 or {L1&

TEN REALMS OF THE UNENLIGHTED & ENLIGHTED (J = Jikkai +3%)

Chn. = Féxiang
Jpn. = Butsuzo

The term Butsuzd encompasses all of the below categories of gods, creatures, demons, & humans.

REALM CLASS /| CATEGORY |JAPANESE TERM| TYPE OF REALM KARMA CLASS NOTES

Realm 10 Highest Buddhas Nyorai-bu 403 & Enlightened Realm | Free from Karmic Rebirth Mahayana Traditions - highest level
Realm 9 Bodhisattvas Bosatsu-bu Ef&#" | Enlightened Realm | Free from Karmic Rebirth | ... fom Suffering Mahayana Traditions
Realm 8 Pratyeka Buddha Engaku-bu #& Enlightened Realm | Free from Karmic Rebirth | @nd Karmic Rebirth Realization (Theravada Traditions, Arhat)
Realm 7 Sravaka Arhats Shémon-bu =B &R Enlightened Realm Free from Karmic Rebirth Learning (Theravada Traditions, Arhat)
Realm 6 Heavenly Deities (Deva) Ten-bu X &b Unenlightened Realm Good Karma Rapture
Realm 5 Humans Ningen A Unenlightened Realm Good Karma Tranquility yet suffering
Realm 4 Bellicose Demons (Asura) Ashura Fi{& & Unenlightened Realm Good Karma zimﬁja;{rg;i Anger
Realm 3 Animals Chikushé &% Unenlightened Realm Evil Karma (aka Wheel of Life) Servitude, Stupidity
Realm 2 Hungry Ghosts Gaki R Unenlightened Realm Evil Karma Hunger (Hungry Ghosts)

Realm 1 Lowest Hells Jigoku H#h %k Unenlightened Realm Evil Karma Beings in Hell -- lowest level

The “Ten Realms” are divided into two groups. The first group (1 to 6) comprises the Six Paths of Suffering (also called the Wheel of Life in Tibet).
The second group (7 to 10) comprises the four realms of enlightened existence, the “Four Noble Worlds.”

** Not included above, but definitely part of Buddhist cosmology and artistic representation in statuary and painting.

Monks
Sculptors
Wisdom Kings

Kosom & - Soshi fAER
Busshi {LAEf
Myo—o BR E B



A-to-Z
Deity Dictionary
4000+ Photos of
Japan’s Buddha

Divinities

Japanese Buddhist)
Sculpture Ato Z

onmarkproductions.com

ES|ES

B R W IR
(LIEDVL2bATANSSED)

& FF AR



Kitsune (fox)
Oinari’'s Messenger
Fox at Tsurugaoka
Hachimangu Shrine

Kamakura City

'I:ll"‘.l LA vy .:u!

W T

T =n

il Tanuki, modern, ceramic. Sake Kai Tanuki
| ‘EI= 2 (lit. Tanuki Procuring Sake).

Depicted with big tummy, staff, giant

/ scrotum straw hat, sake ﬂask and

eateries (“‘come in, don't be stingy”). Also

1 3 wealth-bringing icon adorning gardens.

Sannou (Sanno) Gongen
Above two photos courtesy of James Baquet
Female with babe and male monkey guard the gates
at Hie Jinja (Hie Shrine), Akasaka, Tokyo, Japan




Also known, in Japan, as Daijizaiten X B7£X, which is
the translation of Sanskrit Mahesvara (also transliterated
as Makeishura EEEE & #), one of the many names

of Shiva (Siva), who, along with Brahma (Bonten 7 X)
and Visnu is one of the three chief gods of Hinduism.

Indra — Taishakuten East, one of 12 deva. Protector of the Historical Buddha.
king of the gods on Mt. Sumeru (Jp. = Shumisen ZE#F[lI), and as a protector of
the Historical Buddha

Siva. The "Destroyer." Comes in various form, including Daikokuten KEX,
Daijizaiten KEBTEX and Ishanaten {FF&ARK.

Brahma. The "Creator." Lord who created the world. In Japan, Brahma is known as Bonten 3%
one of 12 deva

Vishnu. The “Preserver.” Represents ultimate reality, the all-pervading
essence. In Japan, Vishnu appears in numerous forms, including Ungyo M-7%
(Ungyd), the latter the closed-mouth Nio Guardian. His wife in Hindu myths is the
Buddhist deity known in Japan as Kichijoten #H#£X (Kichijoten)or Kudokuten I
8K, the goddess of fortune and merit. In Esoteric Buddhism, he appears as a
divinity in the outer court #&MIEBE (Jp. = Gaikongdbuin) of the Taizokai i
= 555 (Taizokai) mandala. He has many different names, including ARFEIE R (Skt.
Narayana), #9H7 %= (Skt. Narasimha) and #$#{K (Skt. Vasudeva).

Sarasvati, Sarasvati. The Hindu goddess of learning, known as Benzaiten 3¢ X in Japan,
where she is worshipped as the goddess of music, poetry, learning, and art.
She is one of Japan’ s Seven Lucky Gods


http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/kankiten-idaten-other-tenbu.html#daijizaiten
http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/before-buddhism-hindu.html#siva
http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/12-devas.shtml
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