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Classifying S e TR

Buddhist Deities el §
MYO-O BHE CATEGORY. Translation of Sanskrit term vidyaraja, ;

meaning “spell-king” or “mantra king” or “wise king.” Vidya literally means o ﬂ

knowledge, but in Japanese Esoteric Buddhism it also came to signify .

mystical formulas and spells similar to a dharni (Jp: darani fE3#/E) or
mantra (Jp: shingon E5). The My6-0 are thus personifications of
especially powerful spells, and are especially important to the Shingon
esoteric school. | prefer to translate MYO-O BAE as Luminescent
Kings, for they often appear with fiery halo.

Dainichi Buddha, the central deity of Esoteric Buddhism, and other
Buddhas can manifest themselves as Bodhisattva (J. = Bosatsu) and
also as Myo-6. Whereas Bosatsu appear with peaceful countenance and

Buddha
Tathagata
Myarai (Jp.)

a0 2F

Bodhizattva
Bosatzu (Jp)

=&

use compassionate means to instruct people, the Myo-6 assume
fearsome and wrathful appearances -- at the behest of the Buddhas -- in
order to subjugate and convert obdurate nonbelievers.

My6-6. Usually represented as wrathful funnugyé 252, often with
many faces, many arms and even many legs. They hold weapons in their

Yidyaraja
Ml d-0 (Jp.)

BA £

Deva
Tenbu (Jp.]

X &b

hands and are sometimes adorned with skulls, snakes or animal skins
and wreathed in flames. Warlike and wrathful deities who represent the
power of Buddhism to overcome the passions.

The Myo-o are revered mainly by the Shingon sect, which emphasizes
the Great Sun Sutra (Maha-vairocana Sutra) and worships Dainichi
Buddha as the Central "All-Encompassing” Buddha. Indeed, the Myo-
o are forms of Dainichi, and represent Dainichi's wrath against evil and
ignorance.
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https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/myo-o.shtml
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/dainichi.shtml
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/myo-o.shtml
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/dainichi.shtml
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/dainichi.shtml

BUDDHA BODHISATTVA MYO-0 GUIDELINES TO IDENTIFYING THE DEITIES

¢ peaceful countenance e peaceful countenance » fearsome, wrathful faces . . . .
« elongated earlobes + elongated earlobes + multi-headed See chart at left. There are exceptions, mind you, but these guidelines can go
« third eye *  princely clothes * multi-armed far in enhancing your experience and understanding.
e bump of knowledge e crowns, headwear * holding weapons
Bl pleliohes SNl B toe t WAl s kins EXCEPTIONS. Jizo Bodhisattva, for example, is nearly always depicted bald
¢ no jewelry e armlets e adorned with skulls . . ; ey : .
. no ornamentation . bracelets «  adorned with snakes and wearing a simple monk’s robe, Dainichi Buddha is sometimes shown
«  anklets « wreathed in flames wearing a crown, jewels, and princely clothing, and the Historical Buddha
«  crowns of the Bosatsu often bear an+ assume wrathful appearances in order (Shaka Buddha) is sometimes shown with an ornate head piece.
effigy of their “spiritual father” — one to subjugate and convert obdurate
of the Five Great Buddha nonbelievers
Buddha Statues — very simple Bodhisattva Statues — very elaborate Myo-6 Statues — very wrathful
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Nine-Headed

Kannon Bodhisattva
Kumen Kannon JLEIE S,
8th C., Horyji Temple,
Nara. National Treasure.

v

Fudo ~E1E8E. Made by
famed sculptor UNKEI &
BE (d. 1223). Wood. Height
135.5 cm. Kamakura Period, |
1195 AD. Located at
Jyoraku-ji Temple /%2

3 (Jyourakuiji, Jyorakuiji) in
Yokosuka City, Kanagawa
Prefecture.

752 CE

NARA DAIBUTSU ZE DO X1A

15 meterssin height, gilt bronze.

The famaUs Big Buddha statue af .
Todai-ji Tenple A is-an-effig Y O ep—
Birushana. " '


http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/jizo1.shtml
http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/dainichi.shtml
http://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/shaka.shtml
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/busshi-buddha-sculptor-unkei-japan.html

The Myo-6 include (1) Fudé Myo-6 FEIBAE, (2) Gozanze Myo-6 fE=1#BAE, (3) Gundari Myo-6 EFF|BAE, (4) Daiitoku Myo-6 KEfEEAE and (5) Kongdyasha Myo-6 £BIRXBAE, who are collectively
known as the Five Great Myo-6 (Godai Myo-6 A AXBAE), as well as (6) Aizen Myo-6 E4BAE, (7) Daigensui Myo-6 XFcEhBAE, (8) Kujaku Myo-6 FLZBAE and (9) Ususama Myo-o6 B ERE.

central deity in all My6-6 groupings. Fudo is
a personification of Dainichi Buddha. Best
known of the Myo6-6, who are venerated
especially by the Shingon sect of

Japanese Esoteric Buddhism. Fudo converts
anger into salvation; has furious, glaring face,
as Fudo seeks to frighten people into
accepting the teachings of Dainichi Buddha;
carries “kurikara” or devil-subduing sword
in right hand (representing wisdom cutting
through ignorance); holds rope in left
hand (to catch and bind up demons); often
has third eye in forehead (all-seeing);
often seated or standing on rock (because
Fudo is “immovable” in his faith. Fudo's
left eye is often closed, and the teeth bite the
upper lip; alternatively, Fudo is shown with
two fangs, one pointing upward and other
pointing downward. Fudo’s aureole is often
flames of fire, which according to
Buddhist lore, represent the purification of
the mind (burning away of all material
desire).

eatening faces; eight
arms; the enemy of foolishness and anger. Carries "Arrow of
Mercy" to shoot at people who stray from path toward
enlightenment; stands on two other deities, Daijizaiten XBE7E
X and Daijizaiten’s consort Uma &, who he converts into
Buddhist protectors. Also regarded as the wrathful manifestation
of Dainichi Buddha in the Kongokai Mandala (Diamond
World Mandala), in contrast to Fudd, who is the wrathful
manifestation of Dainichi in the Taizdokai Mandala. Literally “the
one who subjugates the three worlds (Skt: Trailokyavijaya).” Said
to have vanquished Daijizaiten X B7EX (Skt: Mahesvara, viz. Siva),
lord of three realms of desire, form and non-form, when the latter
refused to submit to Dainichi Buddha , and hence he is known as
Gozanze (he who subjugates the three worlds), although the
"three worlds" are also said to refer to the "three poisons" of greed,
anger and ignorance.

Gundari Myo-6 EFFBAE. South.
Three faces; eight arms (most
holding weapons). Snakes usually
coiled around ankles or neck. The
enemy of devils. His name Gundari is
a transliteration of Sanskrit Kundali,
and the origins of his cult are
generally thought to lie in the Hindu
cult of kundalin, a form of latent
spiritual energy envisioned in the
form of a snake coiled at the base of
the spine. He is believed to be
especially efficacious in the removal
of obstacles to ones spiritual or
physical progress, and he is invoked
in many rites in the Shingon EE
sect.

Daiitoku Myo-6 KE#EBAE. West. Three or
six faces; six legs; six arms holding various
weapons; riding a white cow (cow is
symbol of enlightenment); has power to
suppress evil and create goodness; also
fights pain and poisons. Guardian deity for
Amida Nyorai in the Western Pure Land;
power to vanquish poisonous snakes and
dragons; worshiped as a deity of victory.

Kongodyasha Myo-6 £RI&
XHAE. North. Three angry
faces; six arms (or one head
and four arms); stands on
lotus with one leg raised;
central face has five eyes,
while the other two faces
both have three eyes;
destroyer of foolish human
desires; symbolizes strength.
Tendai Buddhists replace
Kongoyasha with Ususama
Myo-06.



https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/myo-o.shtml
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/dainichi.shtml
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/myo-o.shtml
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/vajrayana-buddhism.html#esoteric-Japan
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/dainichi.shtml
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/kankiten-idaten-other-tenbu.html#daijizaiten
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/dainichi.shtml
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/mandala1.shtml
https://www.onmarkproductions.com/html/mandala1.shtml
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Aizen Myo-6
BZHRAE

God of Love among Japan’s
Esoteric sects. King of
Sexual Passion, converts
earthly desires (love/lust)
into spiritual awakening;
saves people from the pain
that comes with love; three
faces, three eyes; six arms
(typically holding weapons;
often wears crown
containing a shishi
(magical lion); red body,
symbolizing the power to
purify sexual desire; often
carries a bow and arrow
(like Cupid); enshrined at
Kakuonji Temple in
Kamakura. Aizen is closely
connected with the magical
wish-granting jewel (Jp. =
Houjyu E¥k; Sanskrit =
cintamani), as are other
Buddhist deities, especially
Nyoirin Kannon, Jizo
Bosatsu, and Kichijoten.
Depending on the deity
involved, the jewel can
signify the bestowal of
blessings on all who suffer,
grant wishes, pacify
desires, and bring clear
understanding of the
Dharma (Buddhist law). In
Aizen's case, worshippers
often used the jewel to
pray for success in their
romantic relationships.
One important ceremony
was called the Jewel of
Aizen My66 Rite (40iEE 3
Ei%), pronounced Nyoho
Aizen 0 ho. The rite was
used in the 13th and 14th
centuries by esoteric
sects to pray for the love
and respect of others.

Today, Aizen is revered in
Japan’s gay quarters as the
patron of love. Aizen does
not appear in Indian texts,
and is unknown among
India’s deities.

Daigensui
Modern Wood Statue
Found at Rakuten.co.jp

Daigensui Myo-6 ATcEHEAE.

Name means "lord of the forest" --
which is transliterated in Sino-
Japanese texts as Atabaku. Originally
a child-eating demon, Daigensui was
converted by the Buddha and
became a protector and helper deity;
thus a deity of non-Buddhist origin
was assimilated into esoteric
Buddhism. His name appears among
the sixteen "Good Gods" (jaroku
zenjin +75Z##) who protected the
DAIHANNYAKYO Af%##E and
among the eight attendants of
Bishamonten E4'FIX. Associated
with protection of the country and
the submission of enemies, he is the
principal deity (honzon &) of the
rite called Daigensuihd K JTThbE.
The ritual has the specific purpose
of quelling foreign enemies.

Kujaku Myo-6 FLZHBE.

Rain Goddess or Peacock Wisdom
Goddess. Wards off evil from poisoning or
calamity; prayed to in times of drought,
poisoning, and disaster; rides a peacock
(in India, the peacock is famous for eating
poisonous snakes); one face, four arms.
Revered from ancient times for
transmuting the "poisons" of greed and
anger and for eliminating karmic
hindrances.

See this for more:
http://www.aisf.or.jp/~jaanus/deta/
k/kujakumyouou.htm

The Myo-6 include (1) Fudé Myo-6 AREJBAE, (2) Gozanze Myo-6 fE=1#BAE, (3) Gundari Myo-6 EFFIBAE, (4) Daiitoku Myo-6 KE#EBAE and (5) Kongdyasha Myo-6 £RITXEAE, who are collectively known as
the Five Great Myo-6 (Godai Myo-6 EKBAE). Important others include (6) Aizen Myo-6 EZBHE, (7) Daigensui Myo-6 AXJchBAE, (8) Kujaku Myo-6 FLZBAE and (9) Usiisama Myo-6 S1FSERE.

Usiisama Myo-0 S1EEERAE.
Ustsama was introduced to Japan from
China by the priest Kikai 223 (774-835
AD), and was invoked in rites
especially for easy childbirth and for
warding off the impurities associated
with childbirth. In the Shingon and Zen
sects, Uslisama is also revered as the
tutelary god of the toilet. Ucchusma (or
Ucchushma) in Sanskrit means to dry or
parch, that is, to clean up filth by burning,
by fire, for fire is a great purifying agent.
Says the Digital Dictionary of Buddhism:
“A bodhisattva connected with Fudo
Myd-6 &8I, one who controls
unclean demons.”


http://www.aisf.or.jp/%7Ejaanus/deta/k/kujakumyouou.htm
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THE MANDALA OF THE ESOTERIC SCHOOLS (Shingon, Tendai) — the main vehicle for Myo-o0 Category becoming widely known in Japan.

Japan’s Ryokai (Ryokai) Mandala
Ryokar Two Realms = Diamond World and Womb World
A-to-Z v& A-to-Z Deity Dictionary

There are numerclus mandala forms in Japan, but the most widely known is the Ryokai Mandala - @%%

&35 (Mandala of the Two Realms or Two Worlds). This famous mandala pairing is represented by are arranged in twelve different well-defined sections. See Kongokai Layout | Taizokai Layout
the Taizokai Mandala .’ R&/@5T 8755 (Womb World, Matrix Realm) and the Kongokai Mandala ./ &l Gekangdbu-in
W &F (Diamond World, Adamatine Realm). As a unified set, the pair embody the central devotional i -
images of modern Esoteric practice in Japan. The Kongokai Mandala ' is associated with wisdom (chi | MAHAYANA BUDDHISM KONGOKAI FAMILIES TAIZOKAI FAMILIES ;g;;"é"
), while the Taizokal Mandala .- is associated with ultimate principle (ri ¥%). Below, on this page, we Ten Realms (Jikkai +5%) Kongokai Mandala Taizokai Mandala, Others Shak
present graphical layouts and descriptions for each of the principle mandala sections and related ?Raiﬂg
deities. Jump to Kongokai Layout | Taizokai Layout 1. Buddhas (Jp: Nyorai, Tathagata, 1. Nyorai-bu #1350, Buddha Realm, Skt. | 1. Buddha = Butsubu 1A3F; e.g., §
Hotoke 1A - highest level) = Tathagata-kula; Dainichi Nyorai AB#%l |Butsugen Mandala c | & [Henchiin E ©
3 (Skt. Mahavairocana) o BLELGA 2
2. Bodhisattvas (Jp: Bosatsu ZiE); 2. Buddha Crown = Butchobu {AJEEB; S|e E::ﬂm 3 @
the compassionate ones 2. Kongdbu &3, Daimond Realm, e.g., Ichijikinrin Mandala, Sonsho | E | s i =
Skt. = Vajra-kula; Ashuku Nyorai [a[E] Mandala al =5 173
3. Pratyeka Buddhas (Jp: Engaku (Skt. Akshobhya) & | FE | \ERE | B E
#E); self-enlightened beings _ 3. Sutra-Rite = Kydbobu BE | # [mvaan| T
3. Hobu 20, Jewel Realm, Skt. = #848B; e.g., Hokke Mandala, Ninnogyo Iz ﬁgﬁﬁ Iz s
4. Sravaka Arhats (Jp: Shomon FBfd); | Ratna-kula; Hoshd Nyorai 4 (Skt. Mandala, and Shogyo Mandala Kokazo- in Pz
listeners of Buddhist teachings Ratnasambhava) 7
4. Bodhisattva = Bosatsubu ZT#5R; also Talzokal 'omb Wortd Soshitsuji-in
5. Heavenly Beings 4. Rengebu EZE0, Lotus Realm, Skt. = | includes Kannonbu E355EF; e.g., Nyoirin National Treagthre Heian Pfanud Mﬂ!ﬁ—
(Skt: Deva, Jp: Ten X) Padma-kula; Amida Nyorai [ [SE (Skt. | Mandala, Miroku Mandala, Hachiji Monju

Taizdkai {Womb World)
National Treasure, Heian Period, 9th C
Kybdgokoku-ji #EMEF Temple (Toji )

From temple catalog

Kongdkai {Diamond World)
National Treasure, Heian Period, 9th C
Kydogokoku-ji 8T HET Temple (Teji )

From temple catalog

Dainichi's
Mudra of

Deity Families & Divisions

Maroon text = Jumps within this page or to other site page.
Simplified. This topic is much more complex. For example, deities in the Kongokai Mandala
are arranged in nine different panels (or nine mini mandala), while those in the Taizokai Mandala

6. Humans
(Skt: Manusya, Jp: Ningen A f)

7. Bellicose Demons
(Skt: Asura, Jp: Ashura [I{EE8)

8. Animals
(Skt: Tiryasyoni, Jp: Chikusho Z=4)

9. Hungry Ghosts
(Skt: Preta, Jp: Gaki £i52)

Amitabha)

5. Katsumabu ¥8EES0, Action Realm, Skt.

= Karma-kula; Fukujoju Nyorai A~ZERGEL
(Skt. Amoghasiddhi)

Before reaching Japan, the mandala
traditions of India, China, and Tibet
followed a three-family format — the
Buddha, Lotus, and Vajra families.
Around the 8th century, however, this
was replaced by a five-family format.

Mandala

5. Myo6-0 = Myd-6-bu
BAFEP; e.g., Aizen Mandala, Anchin
Mandala

6. Celestial Gods = Tentdbu
*Zi0; e.g., Enmaten Mandala,
Kichijoten Mandala

7. Others. Deities who personify the

TAIZOKAI DEITIES. The Womb World, Matrix Realm). In the popular Genzu Version
, some 414 deities are arranged in various deity families and grouped in 12 (twelve)

Taizokai Mandala
sections or courts.

Kybdgoku-ji (Toji %) Temple

TAIZOKAI FAMILY DIVISIONS

Note: Each below-listed mandala has in Mandala A-to-Z Glossary.

—

. Buddha Family, Buddha Division = Butsubu {A&0 (e.g., Butsugen Mandala)

- of the

2. Buddha-Crown Family = Butchdbu 1L1ESD (e.g.. Ichijikinrin Mandala, Sonshd Mandala)

Lo

Mandala)

Sutra-Rite Division = Kyobdbu #Fi%80 (e.g., Hokke Mandala, Ninnégyo Mandala, and Shougyo

planets, stars, and heavenly bodies; e.g., 4

o - y , )
e . Kannon Family = Kannonbu #1& 5P (e.g., Nyoirin Mandala; Kannon's esoteric forms appear

primarily in the Kannon-in &= or in the Renge-in 3% % section of the Taizokai
5. Bodhisattva Family = Bosatsubu ZEEp (e.g., Miroku Mandala, Hachiji Monju Mandala)
6. Myd-6 Family = My5-6-bu BA A0 (e.g., Aizen Mandala, Anchin Mandala)
7
8

Six Elements

Related Links
Five Tathagata of Wisdom
Dainichi Buddha

10. Hells (Skt: Naraka)

Dainichi Nyorai Jp: Jigoku ¥ -- the lowest level

12th Century AD

Chuusanji Temple In a larger grouping, there are actually

28 forms in Three Realms (Skt: Triloka). . Celestial Gods = Tentobu 23580 (e.g., Enmaten Mandala, Kichijoten Mandala)

. Others (e.g., deities who personify the planets, stars, and heavenly bodies)

The Taizokai Mandala (Womb World) is associated with ultimate principle (ri #2) and the Kongokai Mandala (Diamond World) with mind or intelligence (chi
&), Says the Digital Dictionary of Buddhism: “The two realms are fundamentally one, as are the absolute and phenomenal, e.g. water and wave. The
Garbhadhatu (Womb World) representing the ¥2 and the & (principle and cause), the Vajradhatu (Diamond World) the £ and the & intelligence/reason
and the effect, i.e. the fundamental realm of being, and mind as inherent in it & and €M).” <end DDB quote> NOTE TO ME---..talk about Dainichi
mudra-----+ five fingers inanimate, only with consciousness (sixth finger) can we grow beyond our stupidity.

In Esoteric Buddhism, the five elements (Jp. = Goshiki F{T) are combined with one additional element, the MIND, for a total of six. Statues or paintings of
Dainichi Buddha, the central deity of Esoteric Buddhism in Japan, often portray Dainichi with a characteristic hand gesture called the Mudra of Six
Elements (Chiken-in Z225E0), in which the index finger of the left hand is clasped by the five fingers of the right. This mudra symbolizes the unity of the five
worldly elements (earth, water, fire, air, and space) with a six element, spiritual consciousness.

A

In the Mandala artform, which is of special importance to Japan’s Esoteric sects (Shingon, Tendai), the five elements are considered inanimate (this
equates to the Garbhadhatu or Womb World Mandala). Only by adding the sixth element -- mind, perception, or spiritual consciousness -- do the five
become animate. This equates with the Vajradhatu or Diamond World Mandala. Phrased differently, there is “unity” only when the sixth element is added.
Without the sixth element, ordinary eyes see only the differentiated forms or appearances.
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TEN WORLDS OF EXISTENCE
The “Ten Realms” (Jp: Jikkai +5%)

. Hells (Skt: Naraka, Jp: Jigoku 5 -- the lowest level)

. Hungry Ghosts (Skt: Preta, Jp: Gaki £5i58)

. Animals (Skt: Tiryasyoni, Jp: Chikusho ZE45)

. Bellicose Demons (Skt: Asura, Jp: Ashura F{EZE)

. Humans (Skt: Manusya, Jp: Ningen ARH)

. Heavenly Beings (Skt: Deva, Jp: Ten 2X)

. Sravaka Arhats (Jp: Shémon 7=[H]); listeners of Buddhist teachings
. Pratyeka Buddhas (Jp: Engaku f&&); self-enlightened beings

. Bodhisattvas (Jp: Bosatsu El&); the compassionate ones

. Buddhas (Jp: Nyorai, Tathagata, Hotoke 1A -- highest level)

S © o N U R WN =

=

TEN WORLDS MAY ALSO BE WRITTEN AS:

. Hell (Beings in Hell -- the lowest level)

. Hunger (Hungry Ghosts)

. Animality (Animals)

. Anger (Ashura)

. Tranquility (Humans)

. Rapture (Deva)

. Learning (Theravada Traditions, Arhat)

. Realization (Theravada Traditions, Arhat)

. Bodhisattva (Mahayana Traditions, Bosatsu)

. Buddha (Nyorai, Tathagata, Hotoke -- highest level)

COONOOPAWN=

—_—

The "Ten Realms" are divided into two groups. The first group (1 to 6) comprises the Six Paths of
Suffering (also called the Wheel of Life in Tibet). The second group (7 to 10) comprises the four
realms of enlightened existence, the “Four Noble Worlds.” For many more details, click here.



BUTSUZO = Images of the Various Buddhist Deities and Deity Classes

{#H18 or {L1&

TEN REALMS OF THE UNENLIGHTED & ENLIGHTED (J = Jikkai +3%)

Chn. = Féxiang
Jpn. = Butsuzo

The term Butsuzd encompasses all of the below categories of gods, creatures, demons, & humans.

REALM CLASS /| CATEGORY |JAPANESE TERM| TYPE OF REALM KARMA CLASS NOTES

Realm 10 Highest Buddhas Nyorai-bu 403 & Enlightened Realm | Free from Karmic Rebirth Mahayana Traditions - highest level
Realm 9 Bodhisattvas Bosatsu-bu Ef&#" | Enlightened Realm | Free from Karmic Rebirth | ... fom Suffering Mahayana Traditions
Realm 8 Pratyeka Buddha Engaku-bu #& Enlightened Realm | Free from Karmic Rebirth | @nd Karmic Rebirth Realization (Theravada Traditions, Arhat)
Realm 7 Sravaka Arhats Shémon-bu =B &R Enlightened Realm Free from Karmic Rebirth Learning (Theravada Traditions, Arhat)
Realm 6 Heavenly Deities (Deva) Ten-bu X &b Unenlightened Realm Good Karma Rapture
Realm 5 Humans Ningen A Unenlightened Realm Good Karma Tranquility yet suffering
Realm 4 Bellicose Demons (Asura) Ashura Fi{& & Unenlightened Realm Good Karma zimﬁja;{rg;i Anger
Realm 3 Animals Chikushé &% Unenlightened Realm Evil Karma (aka Wheel of Life) Servitude, Stupidity
Realm 2 Hungry Ghosts Gaki R Unenlightened Realm Evil Karma Hunger (Hungry Ghosts)

Realm 1 Lowest Hells Jigoku H#h %k Unenlightened Realm Evil Karma Beings in Hell -- lowest level

The “Ten Realms” are divided into two groups. The first group (1 to 6) comprises the Six Paths of Suffering (also called the Wheel of Life in Tibet).
The second group (7 to 10) comprises the four realms of enlightened existence, the “Four Noble Worlds.”

** Not included above, but definitely part of Buddhist cosmology and artistic representation in statuary and painting.
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SIMPLIFIED ZODIAC CHART (Solar Calendar)

Zodiac Buddhist Compass Year of Birth
Animal Patron Direction For people born in Jan. or Feb., see Caveat
Rat + Senju Kannon N 1924, 1936, 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996, 2008
Ox # Kok(zo Bosatsu NE 1925, 1937, 1949, 1961, 1973, 1985, 1997, 2009
Tiger B Kok(zo Bosatsu NE 1926, 1938, 1950, 1962, 1974, 1986, 1998, 2010
Hare O[] Monju Bosatsu E 1927, 1939, 1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 1999, 2011
Dragon /& Fugen Bosatsu SE 1928, 1940, 1952, 1964, 1976, 1988, 2000, 2012
Snake B Fugen Bosatsu SE 1929, 1941, 1953, 1965, 1977, 1989, 2001, 2013
Horse 4 Seishi Bosatsu S 1930, 1942, 1954, 1966, 1978, 1990, 2002, 2014
Sheep & Dainichi Nyorai SW 1931, 1943, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991, 2003, 2015
Monkey E2 Dainichi Nyorai SW 1932, 1944, 1956, 1968, 1980, 1992, 2004, 2016
Rooster B Fudo Myo6-6 W 1933, 1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 2005, 2017
Dog F Amida Nyorai NW 1934, 1946, 1958, 1970, 1982, 1994, 2006, 2018
Boar % Amida Nyorai NW 1935, 1947, 1959, 1971, 1983, 1995, 2007, 2019

Eight Buddhist Patron Deities
and the 12 Zodiac Animals
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8 Buddhist Patrons, 12 Zodiac Signs, & Sanskrit Seeds
Courtesy Horie Yasutaka (Modern Buddhist Artist)
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Slide Seventy-Nine

Modern-day flyer for the Yamato
Pilgrimage to Thirteen Sacred
Sites for Thirteen Buddhist Deities

XM+ ={LB8, Nara. . - ' Shum'p-ché ﬂiﬂ”’l‘i
and Nokyo-cho ﬁbﬁ'ﬁ
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This circuit was established in 1982.
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Eight Buddhist Guardians of the
Zodiac (Ichidai Mamori Honzon
—{{ F & H). This grouping of eight
appearsinthe 1783 version of the
Butsuzd-zu-i {LfRE %, and is an
Edo-era grouping that reportedly
sprang from the Thirteen Buddhist
Deities (for itincludes eight of the
thirteen). Each of the eight is
associated with a specific Zodiac
animal(s) and servesasthe ——
protector (guardian, patron) for
CRAAERRO S RROYET, all people born in that animal year.
ELRATHAGNTY ] (9EsF) ETLES The flyer encourages people to

I ,-'i f_‘ complete the 13-site circuit, and in
of ‘F Sl
i .!-:'-% a'-‘(‘ "

return, will reward the pilgrim with

SR BALTNSRANERAERTI ST (I a nine-stamp collection of eight -
w @ @! td ,‘d il @ ’?ﬁi deities plus a ninth stamp showing 85\3ﬂf *E* ﬁfﬁ!ﬁﬁ &Eﬁ
it all thirteen. 8 = Kannon, 13 = Kok(zd, 3 = Monju, 4 —Fugen 9 -Selshl 12 = Dainichi, 1 =Fud®d, 10 = Amida
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Slide Eighty
Modern

Zigzag Pattern
Standard Grouping

Thirteen Buddhist Deities
on the Kyoto Pilgrimage

to the Thirteen R&H +=ZHRE S

Ofuda fil L (votive slip)
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A-to-Z
Deity Dictionary
4000+ Photos of
Japan’s Buddha

Divinities

Sculpture Ato Z

onmarkproductions.com
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