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About This Book

This storybook was created by the Outer Banks Coastal Conservation
(OBCC), a nonprofit organization whose mission is to foster
environmental stewardship and a deeper connection to the Outer Banks
of North Carolina through outreach, education, and conservation
efforts.

We believe that small stories can spark big change. That is why we have
made this book available as a free resource for parents, teachers, and
community members.

All materials in this book may be freely downloaded, shared, printed
and used for educational or nonprofit purposes.

To learn more, access additional resources at: www.theobcc.org.
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Lila lived in a bright yellow cottage near the dunes of the Outer
Banks. She loved the salty breeze, the sound of the waves, and
the tiny sandpipers racing along the shore.




One morning, Lil gw!sdm'e‘:’tﬁingj;st’r'ang“g. The water in the
sound looked green and cloudy, with foam drifting near the
shore.

Her friend Finn was there skipping shells.
_~ “The fish seem tired,” Finn said. “They’re barely moving.”




Lawn Service.”

A chemical smell drifted in the air.
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Later, Lila visited Ms. §June, the park ranger and asked her “
June, the water looks strange. Could it be the lawn spra ”il.
June nodded sadly. ”Those lawn sprays oft have fertil

help plants grow. Fertilizers often
phosphorus—nutrients that can c3
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think I'“lght hurt their plants.”

, pesticides and fertil
and farm rivers and the ocea

This makes algae grow too fast. When the algae die, he

water loses oxygen, and fish, crabs, and dolphins can!'t
 breathe.

Both pesticides and fertilizers can make the soil and
unhealthy for animals and people over time.




Ms. June drew in the sand:
% Lawn = * Rain =
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even dolphins can’t breathe. T

Lila’s eyes widened. “So the gre
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“That’s right,” said Ms. Je.
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Mr. Clark swapped h

Soon,

-friendly plants.

Mrs. Lee built a rain garden to soak up stormwater before

reached the sea.




Weeks later, the water began to clear. Seagrass waved in
the current, and fish darted through the s

“See?” Lila




Did You Know?
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neighbors to switch to eco-friend| /yard cat

pulling weeds byhand, using compost, and bt s Soon, the
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