
The U.K. Votes to Leave 
IT’S SO HARD TO SAY GOODBYE

And that’s exactly what the leaders of the United Kingdom are realizing now that the people 
have voted to leave the European Union (EU). Why?

Well, let’s back up a minute and talk a bit of history. In 1950, six European countries joined 
together to form the European Economic Community (EEC). The EEC was formed with two 
goals in mind: to keep neighboring countries from fighting each other (we just went through 
World War II, so let’s try to keep the peace!) and to build a stronger European economy (hey 
friend, no need to pay taxes if you trade with me and I’ll do the same for you!). In 1993, the EEC 
officially changed its name to the European Union (EU) and by 2015, 28 European countries 
formed the EU, one of which was the United Kingdom (U.K.). Member countries benefited 
from better trade, more jobs, security, a single currency, and much more. 

In recent years, the people of the U.K. started to question 
the benefits of being a part of the EU. Was it worth the 
annual membership fee of almost £13 billion? Were they 
losing their right to freely make their own laws and 
decisions? Were they losing jobs? Were their borders less 
secure? So, the people of the U.K. were asked to vote and 
they decided to leave the EU.

Now what? Well, since no country has ever left the EU, the leaders of the U.K. and the EU are 
trying to answer that exact question. What we do know is this: David Cameron, the current 
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, resigned (or quit) and Theresa May is taking over — 
everything else is still a big question mark. 
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Volkswagen 
Pays for 
Cheating

U.S. ASKS FOR $15 BILLION

Do you know the saying, “Cheaters never 
win and winners never cheat?” Well that’s 
one saying that Volkswagen, a German 
carmaker, won’t soon forget! Last year, 
the Environmental Protection Agency (a 
government group that helps protect the 

environment) discovered that Volkswagen 
had been cheating on their emissions tests 
(tests that figure out how much pollution a 
car puts into the air). Volkswagen got into a 
lot of trouble for doing this, and made a lot of 
people very angry. So what’s their punishment 
for cheating and how are they attempting to 
say they’re sorry? In the U.S. alone, they’ll be 
spending about $15 billion dollars to either buy 
back or fix all of the cars that were affected by 
the cheating. Yep, we’d have to agree, cheaters 
never win. 
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Venezuela: 
A Slippery 
Situation
CAN OIL CAUSE 
CHAOS?

Venezuela is a 
country that exports 
(or sells to other 
countries) a lot of oil. 
Because it has one 
of the largest oil reserves in the world, it focuses on the 
production of oil as one of its main exports. In the past 
when oil prices were high, having only one main export 
was not a problem — the country made plenty of money 
to purchase things from other countries that they did not 
produce or produced very little of themselves. 

Recently, however, oil prices have dropped A LOT. The 
same amount of oil that Venezuela exports today, brings 
in much less money into the country. What’s the result? 
Venezuela is unable to pay for as many things as they 
used to buy from other countries. This has led to long 
lines of people at grocery stores hoping to buy things like 
sugar, flour, and even toilet paper, before they are turned 
away because supplies have run out.

Updates:
Here’s an update on some of 
the articles we covered in our 
previous issues of xyza. 

• Donald Trump has chosen 
Indiana Governor Mike Pence 
as his running mate (or Vice 
President if he wins).

• Presidential candidate Bernie 
Sanders announces that he 
will support Hillary Clinton 
in her race to be the next 
President of the United States.

• Hilde Lysiak, a 9-year old 
reporter who started her own 
newspaper and uncovered 
a crime earlier this year, is 
going to co-write a series 
of fiction books called Hilde 
Cracks the Case where she 
and her sister investigate 
stories.  
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U.S. Headlines

Hillary Clinton’s Email Trouble 
CARELESS, BUT NOTHING ILLEGAL ABOUT IT

For over a year, something’s been hanging over Hillary 
Clinton’s campaign for president: an FBI investigation 
into her emails. Emails? That’s right. Simply put, when 
Hillary Clinton was the Secretary of State, she sent emails 
from her home computer which was on a private email 
server (something that collects and sends emails). To you 
and me, that might not seem like a big deal, but when 

you’re the Secretary of State and sending emails about top secret government plans, that IS 
A BIG DEAL! After all, someone could hack into (or break into) your email account and read 
your emails! After several investigations, the FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation) found that 
Hillary Clinton did nothing illegal, but thought that she was careless with her emails.

Black Lives Matter
RESPECT. EQUALITY. JUSTICE. DIGNITY.

You may have seen the label: 
#BlackLivesMatter, but what does it mean 
and where did it come from? It started with 
a letter written by Alicia Garza, a community 
organizer, in 2013 about how African-
Americans are not always treated equally. 
She ended the letter with the phrase, “Black 
Lives Matter.” Alicia most likely didn’t know 
that those three words would be the start of 
something big. Working with Patrisse Cullers 
and Opal Tometi, Alicia created the Black 
Lives Matters online campaign. Soon enough 
this online campaign became a movement 
with people gathering around the United 
States to protest the way some police have 
treated the African American community. 
Today, Black Lives Matter is more than a 
movement. These three words have become 
a symbol of the continued fight for respect, 
equality, dignity, and justice for the African-
American community throughout the 
United States and around the world.  
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A Sit-in to 
Stand Up
SENATE 
DEMOCRATS MAKE 
A STATEMENT

What do you do when you want to ask your 
parents for something and it’s really REALLY 
important that you get it? Would you wave 
your hands around to get their attention? 
Would you come up with a list reasons for 
why you have to get that something? What 
if nothing you did worked? What would 
you do? Well, if you’re Representative John 
Lewis, you’d stage a sit-in. On June 22nd, 
Representative John Lewis and dozens of his 
fellow colleagues of the Democratic Party 
staged a sit-in by taking over the Senate floor 
and refusing to leave until there was a vote 
on gun control measures. The sit-in ended 
25 hours later without a confirmation of a 
vote, but it did lead to a lot of attention on 
the topic of gun control.   
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Traveling (on) Light
SOLAR PLANE ATTEMPTS TO FLY AROUND 
THE WORLD

It all began in 2015 when pilots Bertrand 
Piccard and André Borschberg set out to 
fly around the world in their solar-powered 
aircraft, the Solar Impulse 2. The goal wasn’t 
to break records (which they did!), but to 
show the world what clean technologies 
(like solar-powered airplanes) can do. And 
boy have they done just that! Since their 
journey began in Abu Dhabi in March of 
2015, Bertrand and André have been traveling 
around the world on, you guessed it: sun 
power! The 17,000 solar cells attached to the 
wings of the Solar Impulse 2 collected energy 
from the sun to help power the engines, 
allowing them to fly around the world 
without using jet fuel. 

On July 11th, 
Bertrand and 
André set off 
to complete 
the 16th or 
second to last 
leg of their 
journey around the world — a flight from 
Seville, Spain to Cairo, Egypt. The trip was 
expected to take over 50 hours to complete or 
approximately two days. They landed in Cairo 
on July 13th, but not before flying over one of 
the seven wonders of the ancient world, the 
Egyptian pyramids. Now, how cool is that?

Bertrand and André only has one more leg to 
fly before they prove that you can fly around 
the world without polluting it. Good luck, 
guys!

Hi, Jupiter!
JUNO ENTERS JUPITER’S ORBIT  

The U.S. celebrated not only Independence 
Day this 4th of July, but also the arrival of 
Juno, a NASA space probe, to Jupiter after 
five years of travel. But what’s the big deal 
you might wonder? Juno has three solar 
array wings that collect sunlight to power the 
spacecraft. It’s the first of its kind to travel 
so far into space — we’re talking 1.74 billion 
miles on sunlight power here! Jupiter is also 
the largest planet and basically a giant ball 
of gas. This gas could have easily destroyed 
Juno upon entering its orbit had it not been 
designed properly. 

While 
in orbit, 
Juno will 
explore 
Jupiter 
and find 
out how it 
became a 
planet in 
the first 
place. 
So what 
happens 
after Juno’s done exploring? Well, unlike 
spacecrafts before it, Juno won’t actually 
travel back to earth. Instead, it will crash 
into Jupiter and destroy itself. Why destroy a 
perfectly good spacecraft? It’s actually more 
expensive to bring a spacecraft back to Earth 
than to destroy it. It’s also not ideal to let it 
float around in space forever — that’s space 
littering! So Juno will do its job in space 
and then say, “Goodbye!” once its mission is 
complete. 
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Arts/Culture/Sports

Time to Celebrate!
NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE TURNS 100

Happy birthday to you! Happy birthday to 
you! Happy birthday National Parks Service. 
Happy birthday to you! It was on August 
25th, 100 years ago that the United States 
government officially formed the National 
Parks Service (NPS), a group that manages 
all of the national parks around the country. 
The NPS helps to educate visitors and keeps 
the parks beautiful for everyone to enjoy. 
Young visitors can even take part in their 

Junior Ranger 
program (check 
out what one 
of our Junior 
Reporters did as 
a Junior Ranger 
below!). 

So the next time you head out to a national 
park, be sure to say happy birthday to 
the National Parks Service and thanks to 
the people who take care of the parks for 
visitors to enjoy year after year. 

You Can Be a 
National Park 
Ranger Too!
BY SYDNEY LIU

Did you know you could be a National Park 
Junior Ranger? Well you can! And all you 
have to do to be a junior park ranger is go to 
a national park, get a Junior Ranger Program 
book and then answer the questions in the 
book. The questions are like this: how can 
you protect and preserve this national park? 
And guess what?! When you complete the 
program by answering all the questions, you 

get a junior ranger badge and certificate.

I would recommend this Junior Ranger 
Program to people who like nature because 
the program is a guide to nature. I like the 
junior ranger program book because you can 
have fun while doing the book. For example, 
when I was at Joshua Tree National Park, the 
book asked me to do things like this: check 
off the plants and animals you have seen and 
find your favorite boulder and draw a picture 
of it.

If you want to learn more about junior ranger 
programs, you can go to this website:
https://www.nps.gov/kids/jrRangers.cfm.
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Did You Know?
10 MOST VISITED U.S. NATIONAL PARKS

Can you guess which is the most visited 
national park in the United States? Our 
guess would be the Grand Canyon or 
Yellowstone National Park, but it’s actually 
the Great Smoky Mountains of North 
Carolina and Tennessee. How many of these 
parks have you visited? 

1)  Great Smoky Mountains (North Carolina 
and Tennessee)
2)  Grand Canyon (Arizona)
3)  Rocky Mountain (Colorado)
4)  Yosemite (California)
5)  Yellowstone (Wyoming, Idaho, Montana)
6)  Zion Canyon (Utah)
7)  Olympic National Park (Washington)
8)  Grand Teton (Wyoming)
9)  Acadia National Park (Maine)
10)Glacier National Park (Montana)
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Summer Olympics
THE WORLD WAITS TO CHEER ON THEIR 
FAVORITE ATHLETES

On August 5th, over 10,000 of the best 
athletes from around the world will head 
to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil to participate in 
the XXXI (or 31st) Summer Olympics. It’s 
an exciting time for the entire world as 
they eagerly wait to cheer on their favorite 
athletes, but that’s not all fans are eagerly 
anticipating. Who will represent their 
country? Who’s coming out of retirement? 
Will world records be broken? Will their 
favorite athletes skip the Olympics 
altogether? We’re curious too, so we decided 
to look into what’s happening with some of 
the athletes representing Team USA at the 
Olympics: 

Swimming: Michael Phelps (the swimmer known as the “most decorated Olympian” with 
22 medals) is coming out of retirement to compete in his final Olympics. What fans are 
wondering: Will he or won’t he beat his own world records? 

Golf: For the first time since 1904, golf will once again be a part of the Summer Olympics. This 
should be great news for golf enthusiasts, but many golfers have decided to skip the Olympics 
because of the Zika virus.  

Gymnastics: The five person U.S. women’s gymnastics team has been said to be the best 
gymnastics team the United States has ever sent to the Olympics. Expectations are high (many 
think that they’ll take the gold in every competition!), but Aly Raisman, Gabby Douglas, Laurie 
Hernandez, Madison Kocian, and Simone Biles are keeping it cool and focusing on training 
and practicing for the Olympics. 

xyzanews.com

Arts/Culture/Sports

The Xyza, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Sports Roundup
A LOOK AT WHAT’S GOING ON IN SPORTS

It took the Cleveland Cavaliers 
52 years to bring home the 
NBA Championship trophy, 
but they finally did it this year 
by beating the Golden State 
Warriors in the NBA Finals.

Brittany Lang won the U.S. 
Women’s Golf Open, but her 
victory was overshadowed by a 
bad call by the officials during 
a crucial part of the game. 

Serena Williams won her 22nd 
Grand Slam title with her latest 
win at this year’s Wimbledon. 

Portugal won its first major 
soccer championship at this 
year’s European Football 
Championship. 
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Serpentine Pavilion
STRUCTURE OR ART?

Since 2000, every year, an architect is 
chosen to create a temporary structure 
during their visit to London’s Hyde Park. 
Xyza writer Brook Morrison visited the 
structure with her son, Oliver. Here is what 
she had to say about it:

“In the middle of 
one of London’s 
Hyde Park is a 
white building that 
blends in with the 
trees, depending, 
of course, on where 
you stand. Imagine 
a hundred white 
boxes stacked to 
make a curved 

curtain. That’s exactly what the Serpentine 
Pavilion art looks like. Artist Bjarke Ingels 
used wooden boards and lightweight frames 
to make what is called ‘one of the simplest, 
yet loveliest buildings”.

If you visit London, make sure to take a 
trip to Hyde Park to check out the latest 
structure!
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Pokémon Go 
or Pokémon 
No?

A GAME THAT’S SWEEPING THE NATION

It’s not uncommon for a grownup to say “Stop 
playing games on my phone. Go out and 
play!” Well, how about a game on the phone 
that makes you go outside? Pokémon used 
to be a game where you find creatures in a 
game, but Pokémon Go takes capturing little 
creatures to the next level by hiding them in 
the real world. Perhaps you’ll find the creature 
at the local ice cream shop or maybe at the 
park. How can an animated creature show 
up in the real world? It’s called, “augmented 
reality.” In Pokémon Go, for example, players 
use the app on the phone to start the game, 
follow a digital map of the real world, and 
look for the creatures that pop up on the map. 
When you see it, you toss a virtual ball to 
catch it. It’s like the ultimate treasure hunt! So, 
no, creatures aren’t really hiding at the local 
grocery store, it just seems like it. 

Fun, right? It seems like the estimated 15 
million people who have downloaded the 
game since it was released in early July think 
so too, but it hasn’t been all fun and games 
for everyone. Some have criticized the game 
for causing accidents (people are so into the 
game that they forget to pay attention to 
their surroundings!). Some people have even 
gotten hurt, walking into things or crossing 
the street without looking up.  

So Pokémon Go may seem fun, but you know 
what might be even more fun? Just going 
outside and seeing what the real world has to 
offer, no creature-capturing necessary! 
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FOOD

The xyza word search is two games in 
one! Look for the pink highlighted words 
throughout the newspaper. Then find them in 
this word search.
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Edamame with Cumin 
& Coconut
A PERFECT SUMMER SNACK

Hiking and picnicking at a national park 
is a great way to spend the summer. 
Here’s a fun and easy edamame recipe 
from our friends at A Little Yumminess 
that will surely be the hit of your next 
picnic in the park! 

Ingredients:

• 1 cup of shelled edamame 
• 1 tsp of butter or olive oil
• 2 Tbsp of grated coconut 
• Cumin seeds (to taste)
• 1 Minced Green Chili (optional)
• 2 tsp of minced onion
• 1 small slice of grated ginger
• Squeeze of lemon juice

Step 1: Add 1 tsp of butter or olive oil to a 
hot pan.

Step 2: Sauté cumin seed and minced 
chili for one minute. Add minced onion 
and sauté three minutes.

Step 3: Add edamame and sauté five 
minutes.

Step 4: Add grated coconut and fry one 
minute before taking the pan off the 
heat.

Step 5: Off heat, season with salt to taste 
and a squeeze of lemon juice.


