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Two wonderful restaurants in downtown Frederick, MD hosted donation boxes to support this donation drive. To 
the left and middle are images from JoJo’s Restaurant and Tap House. To the right is our donation box at Magoo’s
Pub and Eatery. 

We thank them from the bottom of our hearts for helping to support this effort and encouraging patrons to join us.



Show of support from one 
donation drop off point in 
Montgomery County, Maryland

Show of support from one 
donation drop off point in Fort 
Detrick, Maryland

Our own personal purchases for 
Puerto Rico.



My husband and I: Roberto A. de Cespedes and Melissa V. Fernandez
When we brought the donations in, the staff welcomed us with open arms and insisted we posed with our 
donations so that we could report back to the donators about where their wonderful contributions went. 



About a third of the 
donations we collected are 
shown in this picture. 
Collected items were pre-
sorted into the following 
groups: hygiene and 
medicine, water, soap and 
detergent, baby wipes, 
female hygiene products, 
trash bags, blankets and 
towels, canned goods, dry 
goods, pet food, batteries 
and flashlights, toilet paper, 
paper towels, water, and 
diapers.



Unidos Por Puerto Rico 
DMV was equipped with 
carts to load the donations 
and take them into the 
sorting center.

They also happily assisted 
us in unloading our cars and 
moving the items into the 
sorting center.



Diapers are a necessity for parents of children with 
stores open in which to buy them, no money with 
which to buy them because the economy is at a halt. 

Batteries and flashlights help the victims of natural 
disasters make the most of waking hours during 
recovery efforts and managing the household. 



Blankets, towels, and 
baby wipes were some 
of the most donated 
items. Baby wipes are 
multi-functional, they 
aren’t only for babies! 
They can be used to 
bathe in situations of 
no running water.



My husband and I 
filled our cars to 
capacity with all 
the donations 
from Maryland. 
We were careful 
to pack 
everything so as 
to maintain 
visibility in our 
rear view mirrors 
while driving, but 
the weight of the 
donations 
significantly 
slowed our cars 
down. We had so 
many donations, 
our 4 door Jeep 
and my car were 
filled to capacity!



Shown here is an early photo 
of how the donations were 
organized. We began by 
immediately sorting 
donations unloaded from our 
vehicles into boxes by 
category. To the left are 
garbage bags, to the right are 
soaps and detergents. 

By pre-sorting the items, we 
help the volunteers at Unidos
Por Puerto Rico DMV 
significantly. They typically 
sort all the miscellaneous 
donations before weighing 
the boxes and taping them up 
for shipping. By doing this for 
them, we save them time and 
effort. 



Another example of sorting. While sorting out the food from other 
items, we removed anything that had expired. After this, we further 
sorted dry goods from canned goods. Once we had all the canned 
goods grouped together, we loaded the canned goods in small 
boxes to simplify loading our cars with the donations. 



Some photos of the sorted donations in our one car garage. 
Even more donations came in after these photos were taken. 
We couldn’t keep up with the photos in our effort to get them 
ready for the Unidos Por Puerto Rico drop off. 



12 boxes (“grab boxes”) ready for shipping to rural areas of Puerto Rico. Each one with a variety of items.  



Thank you!!!
• JoJo’s Restaurant and Tap House
• Magoo’s Pub and Eatery
• Our local community in Frederick County and Montgomery 

County, MD
• Volunteers civilians hosting donation boxes at the ATRF, NCI-

Frederick, Center for Cancer Training in Shady Grove, and NCI-
Bethesda

• Unidos Por Puerto Rico DMV and Puerto Rico Federal Affairs 
Administration


