6th December 2020

What does the Household of Faith do with the

Sunday Giving?
We acknowledge each gift with an official receipt with the Household of Faith stamp. Even if you
choose to give anonymously (i.e. your name is not published with the amount you gave), you will
receive a receipt if you send in with the Missions Sunday envelope.
Next, we will publish a full listing of donors in the
27th December issue of Fidelity. The list will be
added to our Statement of Accounts for
December 2020.
All our receipts and expenditure for missions
are recorded in our monthly statements, the
current balance standing at over S$22,000.
There are many varied ways we use the
Missions Fund.
Most of the missions contribution goes to the
support of evangelical work in Asia, e.g. India,
Indonesia and Papua New Guinea.
In Myanmar, we help brother Stephen Sang in
providing potluck for their after-worship
fellowship. This helps disadvantaged villagers
to have their physical and spiritual needs met.
In Philippines, we work with brother Chito Cusi
to help families who are hospitalised with the
Covid-19 virus, and victims of the Taal volcano
eruption.

In India, we help brother Joel Madiki’s relief
work against those affected by floods.
In Malaysia, we contribute to the retirement
fund of brother Lau Kin Fatt, in recognition of
his long years of service in bringing the
message to people in Kuala Lumpur, Petaling
Jaya, Penang and Puchong.
When brother Brandi Kendall, missionary and
lecturer at the Sunset International Bible
Institute passed away last year, we sent funds
to help with the funeral expenses.
Often we encourage preachers like Jhun Ma
(Tuao, Philippines), Jojo Ramos (Baguio,
Philippines) and Joe Swamy (Mumbia, India)
with their good work for the Lord.
The Household of Faith is careful to evaluate
every request carefully and put our missions
dollars to good use.
One day, we want to use it to send our
members on missions trips and support a fulltime missionary.

Fidelity is published weekly by the Household of Faith, Singapore, currently live streaming every
Sunday at 6pm at https://tinyurl.com/HOFstream until we are allowed to assemble back at the
Metropolitan YMCA, Stevens Road, Singapore 257854. Check our website - www.hofsg.com for
the latest updates.
Postal address: Pasir Panjang P.O. Box 27, Singapore 911121. Website:
hofsg.com. For more details, contact the minister. Henry Kong at henry.kong@yahoo.com.
Mobile: +65 9326 0669. Scan QR Code to go to our website (left) or our FB Live Stream (right).

Introduction
Coming to the end of another year
The pandemic blew everything out of the water
So important to hang on to our faith
2 Peter 1:10 Therefore, brothers, be more
diligent to make your calling and election sure.
For if you do these things, you will never
stumble.

The Danger
Introduction

• Old Chinese saying:
First generation builds business
Second generation maintains it
Third generation squanders it
• Judges 2:10-19 – The Cycle of Revival and
Decline
Also all that generation were gathered to their
fathers: and there arose another generation
after them, who didn't know Yahweh, nor yet
the work which He had worked for Israel…
They forsook Yahweh… Yahweh raised up
judges… they didn't cease from their doings,
nor from their stubborn way.
• Church is one generation away from extinction
• Churches are on the decline

The Cycle
First generation
PASSIONATE

Fear God; keep His commands
(Inward desire shapes life)

Second generation
POLITE

Somewhat follow God’s commands
(Confirm by convenience)

Third generation
PERVERTED

Leave God’s commands
(Reject by preference)

Reasons for Decline
1) New Christians are baptized, but not taught to
share their faith
Introduction
Danger
Cycle

Introduction
Danger
Cycle
Reasons for decline
- Not taught to share

• Many converts stay Learners all their lives
Hebrews 5:12 For when for the time ye ought to be
teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which
be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are
become such as have need of milk, and not of strong
meat.
• Routine, not passionate faith
• In the end, form, rather than the fire of first generation,
is passed on

2) Christians have not passed on their faith, even
zealous ones
• Parents do not teach and model their faith, e.g.
2nd generation missionaries
• 1 Samuel 2:12 Now the sons of Eli were sons
of Belial; they knew not the LORD.
• Must intentionally model the way by talking up
the church

3) Members are not trained or placed in the
work of the church
Introduction
Danger
Cycle
Reasons for decline
- Not taught to share
- Faith not passed on

• Use them or lose them
Ephesians 2:21-22 In whom the whole building,
fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord;
in whom you also are built together for a habitation
of God in the Spirit.
• 3 Things
 Daily devotion
 Bible classes
 Outreach

4) Members do not see the big picture of the whole
church
Introduction
Danger
Cycle
Reasons for decline
- Not taught to share
- Faith not passed on
- Members not
involved in work

Introduction
Danger
Cycle
Reasons for decline
-Not taught to share
-Faith not passed on
-Members not involved
in work
-Don’t see big pic

• Only little groups or cliques
1 Corinthians 1:12 Now I mean this, that each one
of you says, "I follow Paul," "I follow Apollos," "I
follow Cephas," and, "I follow Christ”
1 Corinthians 12:15 If the foot would say, "Because
I'm not the hand, I'm not part of the body," it is
not therefore not part of the body.

5) Members are not forthcoming especially for fulltime ministry
• Do not want to carry the weight or devote time
• Vulnerable to criticism by entitled members
• Psalms 84:10 For a day in thy courts is better
than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in
the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of
wickedness.

Conclusion

Introduction
Danger
Cycle
Reasons for decline
-Not taught to share
-Faith not passed on
-Members not involved
in work
-Don’t see big pic
-No takers for full- time
ministry

2 Timothy 2:1-3 You therefore, my child, be
strengthened in the grace that is in Christ
Jesus. The things which you have heard from
me among many witnesses, commit the same
to faithful men, who will be able to teach others
also. You therefore must endure hardship, as a
good soldier of Christ Jesus.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Strengthened in grace
Commit to Faithful men
Faithful men able to teach others
Endure hardship

Call to Worship
Scripture Reading
Opening Prayer
Congregational Singing
Communion & Giving
Exhortation
Invitation
Announcements
Closing Prayer
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Missionaries of
the New Testament

As we look forward to our Missions Sunday next
week, let us look at some missionaries of the
New Testament.
Acts 6 and 8 tell us of the first New Testament
missionary, Philip. He was sent to Samaria to
preach to large crowds with great success. While
in the midst of a great soul-winning campaign,
God called him to make a detour to the desert
to teach just one person - an Ethiopian eunuch.
Philip continued on his trip to the coast and
eventually to the city of Caesarea. He stayed in
Caesarea and established a church there.
Acts 13-28 recounts the missionary efforts of
the apostle Paul, the greatest of all missionaries.
On his first missionary journey he was
accompanied by Barnabas and John Mark.
During Paul’s second missionary journey, he
travelled with Silas.
We read about Barnabas in Acts 13:1-13. He
was first introduced as Joseph (Acts 4:36), but
was better known as Barnabas. This name
meant “son of encouragement” which suited him
well. Barnabas vouched for Paul when he was
first brought to the church at Jerusalem (Acts
9:26-30) and helped Paul get started in his
missionary career (Acts 13:1-13). We also see
him encouraging John Mark when Paul was
disappointed with him abruptly dropping out of
his first missionary Journey.

We read of Aquila and Priscilla in Acts 18. They
were tentmakers like Paul, but were always
looking for opportunities to share the gospel.
Aquila and Priscilla took time to teach Apollos, a
powerful preacher more on the subject of the
baptism of Jesus.
There are many missionaries in the Bible. Some,
like Philip, were called of God. Others like Paul
brought the gospel to virgin lands, establishing
churches wherever he went, returning to visit
them and teaching them with his many epistles.
Then there are those like Aquila and Priscilla
who sought opportunities to teach others.
The Household of Faith wants to be a church
that supports the efforts of such sacrificial
mission-minded workers, bringing the message
of salvation to the lost. If you would like to
know more about any of our mission fields,
please drop us a note on our website,
www.hofsg.com or speak with our minister.

Ryan Chia
Pamela Lim

4th
29th

13th December 2020

MY EXPERIENCES WITH

When I was a young minister, I was fascinated
with churches in America that would set a goal
of a million dollars on a given Sunday, usually
for their building fund or to pay off some debt.
I thought how wonderful it would be if we in
Singapore could do it for missions, not just as a
one-off project but an annual event.
I then started Missions Sunday for the
congregation and was greatly encouraged that
within the first decade, more than a million dollars
was given to missions.
This increased our missions outreach to many
countries in Asia, and provided funds for
member willing to make a mission trip. This
was further extended to provide full sponsorship
to our youth for missions trips as well as the
funding of medical missions in Philippines and
Indonesia.
The Missions fund led to the planting of the
church in Batam, Indonesia and Tuao,
Philippines. In due time, more than 200
members had a taste of missions.

When I started the Household of Faith, missions
was very much on my mind. The first year we
had a missions retreat on the morning of Good
Friday, with participants from Indonesia,
Malaysia and China. In December that same
year, we had our first Missions Sunday.
Today is our 3rd Missions Sunday. Already,
more than $6,000 has come in and we are
looking forward to a generous outpouring of gifts
for missions.
Without missions, most of us would not have
become Christians. Someone cared enough tp
leave family and country to bring us the saving
gospel of Jesus Christ.
This is because Jesus was the greatest
missionary of all. He left heaven and came to
earth, to suffer and give His life, so that we
might be saved.
Let us be mindful of not only the missionaries
and ministers that we support, but keep in prayer
all who are doing God’s work.

Fidelity is published weekly by the Household of Faith, Singapore, currently live streaming every
Sunday at 6pm at https://tinyurl.com/HOFstream until we are allowed to assemble back at the
Metropolitan YMCA, Stevens Road, Singapore 257854. Check our website - www.hofsg.com for
the latest updates.
Postal address: Pasir Panjang P.O. Box 27, Singapore 911121. Website:
hofsg.com. For more details, contact the minister. Henry Kong at henry.kong@yahoo.com.
Mobile: +65 9326 0669. Scan QR Code to go to our website (left) or our FB Live Stream (right).

Household of Faith
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We exist because of Missionaries
Introduction

First missionary to Singapore from the churches of Christ was
Ira Y. Rice Jr and his family in 1954
Isaiah 65:1: “I was ready to be sought by
those who did not ask for me; I was ready
to be found by those who did not seek me.
I said, ‘Here I am, here I am,’ to a nation
that was not called by my name.”

We are saved to save others
Introduction
Exist because of
Missionaries

2 Timothy 2:2 The things which you have heard from me
among many witnesses, commit the same to faithful men, who
will be able to teach others also.
You’re to teach others the same truths of the Gospel that
you’ve been taught, so that those you teach will in turn teach
others.
Matthew 5:13-14 You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt
has lost its flavour, with what will it be salted? It is then good
for nothing, but to be cast out and trodden under the feet of
men. You are the light of the world. A city located on a hill
can't be hidden.

We are to Support Missionaries
Introduction
Exist because of
Missionaries
Saved to Save Others

2 Corinthians 2:15-17 For we are a sweet aroma of Christ to
God, in those who are saved, and in those who perish; to the
one a stench from death to death; to the other a sweet aroma
from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? For we are
not as so many, peddling the word of God. But as of sincerity,
but as of God, in the sight of God, we speak in Christ.
2 Corinthians 11:8-9 I robbed other assemblies, taking wages
from them that I might serve you. When I was present with
you and was in need, I wasn't a burden on anyone, for the
brothers, when they came from Macedonia, supplied the
measure of my need. In everything I kept myself from being
burdensome to you, and I will continue to do so.

Conclusion: Let Us Pay It Forward
Introduction
Exist because of
Missionaries
Saved to Save Others
We are to support
Missionaries

2 Corinthians 4:3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that
are lost
Romans 10:14-15 How then will they call on him in whom
they have not believed? How will they believe in him whom
they have not heard? How will they hear without a preacher?
And how will they preach unless they are sent? As it is written:
"How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the Gospel of
peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!

Introduction
Exist because of
Missionaries
Saved to Save Others
We are to support
Missionaries
Let Us Pay It Forward

HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH
News & Notes

Below are some of the missionaries and preachers that the Household of Faith supports. Can
you guess who is missing? Can you name the ones in the photos and the countries they
represent? Besides supporting the preaching of the gospel, we have sent funds to help those
who are affected by the Covid-19 virus, as well as relief works in India and Philippines.

20th December 2020

Time & Tide
As the saying goes, time and tide waits for no man. Pandemic or no pandemic, we are now at
the end of an extremely difficult year, with 5 days to Christmas and 12 days to the new year.
First, we must be thankful that the Lord has
watched over us and our familes, keeping us
safe while millions have been infected and
thousands have perished from the Covid-19
virus.

Then focus on your family members. If there
is a family gathering in the works, make this
year extra special with your contribution and
ang pows for each member of the family.
Include a short note, and yes, the box below.

Next, we can learn to treasure each day that
the Lord has kept us safe, even now on the
last few days of 2020. There is much we can
do, and people we can reach, especially during
the festive season.

Every day is precious. The pandemic has
taught us how unpredictable life is and how
uncertain our health, jobs and businesses can
become.

A homemade dish or cake to our neighbours
with best wishes and scriptures will be much
appreciated. Mention our website as we try to
reach out with a listening ear as well. Or enclose
the dotted box below.
If this looks like a lot of trouble, you can always
send a text to your friends to wish them all the
best for the new year. Take a photo of the
dotted box including the QR code below.

Renew your faith to walk closer with God and
dedicate your service and gifts to Him. Indeed,
1 John 2:16-17 confirms that”all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life, isn't the Father's, but is
the world's. The world is passing away with its
lusts, but he who does God's will remains
forever.”
Henry Kong
Minister

Fidelity is published weekly by the Household of Faith, Singapore, currently live streaming every
Sunday at 6pm at https://tinyurl.com/HOFstream until we are allowed to assemble back at the
Metropolitan YMCA, Stevens Road, Singapore 257854. Check our website - www.hofsg.com for
the latest updates.
Postal address: Pasir Panjang P.O. Box 27, Singapore 911121. Website:
hofsg.com. For more details, contact the minister. Henry Kong at henry.kong@yahoo.com.
Mobile: +65 9326 0669. Scan QR Code to go to our website (left) or our FB Live Stream (right).

How Should Christians
Regard Christmas?

Introduction
Romans 14:1-6 Now receive one who is
weak in faith, but not for disputes over
opinions.
One man has faith to eat all things, but he
who is weak eats only vegetables. Don't let
him who eats despise him who doesn't eat.
Don't let him who doesn't eat judge him who
eats, for God has received him.

Who are you who judge another's servant?
To his own lord he stands or falls. Yes, he
will be made to stand, for God has power to
make him stand.
One man esteems one day as more
important. Another esteems every day alike.
Let each man be fully assured in his own
mind.
He who observes the day, observes it to the
Lord; and he who does not observe the day,
to the Lord he does not observe it.
He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives
God thanks. He who doesn't eat, to the Lord
he doesn't eat, and gives God thanks.

The Bible Record
Introduction

Introduction

Luke 2:8-14 There were shepherds in the
same country staying in the field, and
keeping watch by night over their flock.
Behold, an angel of the Lord stood by them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified.

The angel said to them, "Don't be afraid, for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy
which will be to all the people. For there is
born to you, this day, in the city of David, a
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. This is the
sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in
strips of cloth, lying in a feeding trough."
Suddenly, there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, On
earth peace, good will toward men."

The Significance
Introduction
The Bible Record

Romans 5:12-18 Therefore, as sin entered
into the world through one man, and death
through sin; and so death passed to all men,
because all sinned…
For if by the trespass of the one the many
died, much more did the grace of God, and
the gift by the grace of the one man, Jesus
Christ, abound to the many…

Introduction
The Bible Record

For if by the trespass of the one, death
reigned through the one; so much more will
those who receive the abundance of grace
and of the gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one, Jesus Christ.
So then as through one trespass, all men
were condemned; even so through one act
of righteousness, all men were justified to
life.

The Opportunity
One time a year celebrated by many
Introduction
The Bible Record
The Significance

Churches focus on Jesus with passion
plays
Families impress Bible story on children

The Opportunity
Many good things – giving, family, joy
Introduction
The Bible Record
The Significance

Help point the way to those who have
questions
Opportunity for outreach and invitation
Many came to know Christ through
Christmas
Tangs uses it to highlight impactful
scriptures

Conclusion
So many positive things about Christmas
Introduction
The Bible Record
The Significance

Good advertisement about Christianity
Why waste energy criticizing the occasion?

Conclusion
Introduction
The Bible Record
The Significance

Use it to our advantage
- do good
- renew family ties
- reach out with gospel

Call to Worship
Scripture Reading
Opening Prayer
Congregational Singing
Communion & Giving
Exhortation
Invitation
Announcements
Closing Prayer

Next Sunday:
Thanksgiving Service

HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH
News & Notes

Thank you for your Missions Sunday gifts: we will publish a full listing next week. If you have not
given, and want to give, please send an email to henry.kong@yahoo.com.

Scan the QR code
or surf over to
www.hofsg.com

27th December 2020

Time To Give Thanks
2020 has been a surprising year for everyone. The severity and consequences of the Coronavirus
pandemic caught the world unprepared. Many have been infected and a good number have
perished. Those who have survived or are not infected with the virus lost jobs, suffered decline in
business and even affected their family and social relationships. So what is there to give thanks
for in 2020?
In my sermon tonight, I will be encouraging all
to be grateful, find opportunities for gratitude
and give thanks to God for 2020.
First, if you are reading this, pat yourself on
the back for surviving the pandemic. Now that
countries are rolling out vaccines, we have
reason to be grateful.
Next, the third phase will start on the 28th of
this month. We are exploring with the
Metropolitan YMCA as well as other places,
options for the Household of Faith to assemble
again.
Then there are the opportunities that the Lord
has provided us this year to reach out for Him.
Let us list some of them.
1. When we were no longer able to assemble
together, several came together to help us begin
live streaming on Sundays at 6pm. This has
enabled us to reach out to many more, with
more than a hundred viewers from all over the
world.
2. When members needed help with Bible
materials, devotionals and aids, we launched a
mobile-friendly website, neatly laid out with links,
materials, photos and videos with up-to-date
news and direct links to our weekly live stream.

3. Members and regular visitors are able to
receive the weekly bulletin, Fidelity by mail as
early as Wednesday, as well as the quarterly
daily devotional, Power for Today. The Lord’s
supper communion kits are also delivered.
4. Members in turn continued to keep in touch
through WhatsApp (weekly sermon Powerpoints
and soft copy of Fidelity) and the Facebook
group, Household of Faith Supporters and
Friends.
5. When we are not assembling in person, we
have saved a tidy sum from rentals, keeping
our accounts at a robust balance. Members,
visitors and supporters have been faithfully giving
as the Lord has prospered each week, and also
to our Missions Sunday.
There is so much we are grateful to the Lord in
2020. In spite of the uncertainties, God has
opened doors for us to do much more.
We look forward to be able to assemble again
in the near future. Keep on keeping on as we
cross over to a new year with its attendant
promises - “For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you
... to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah
29:11).
Henry Kong
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Welcome to the Household of Faith!
27 December 2020

in 2020

Introduction
Last Sunday of the year

1 Thessalonians 5:18
Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus for you.
Introduction

Ephesians 5:20
Giving thanks always and for everything to God the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
Psalm 32:7-8
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me
from trouble; you surround me with shouts of
deliverance. I will instruct you and teach you in the
way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye
upon you.

1. You Survived the Pandemic
Introduction

So many have been infected; so many died
>50 million infections; >1.2 million deaths
Did you take time to thank God?

2. You became Stronger
Introduction
1 Survived the
Pandemic

Growth comes in difficult times
Isaiah 43:2
When you go through deep waters, I will be with
you.
Isaiah 41:10
Don't be afraid, for I am with you. Don't be
discouraged, for I am your God. I will strengthen
you and help you. I will hold you up with my
victorious right hand.
Jeremiah 29:11
For I know the plans I have for you, plans to
prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.

3. Opportunities to Serve
Introduction
1 Survived the
Pandemic
2 Became Stronger

Social media used more than ever in 2020 – you
can uplift another person
Zoom and other apps keep people together
We find more time for others during lock-ins
Ephesians 5:16 Making the best use of the time,
because the days are evil.
Colossians 4:5 Walk in wisdom toward outsiders,
making the best use of the time.
John 9:4 We must work the works of him who sent
me while it is day; night is coming, when no one
can work.

4. Reaching out to Multitudes
Unable to assemble, but started live streaming
Introduction
1 Survived the
Pandemic
2 Became Stronger
3 Opportunities to
Serve

2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be ready in season
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort,
with complete patience and teaching.

5. Creative Ways to Serve
Never paid much attention to original website
Introduction
1 Survived the
Pandemic
2 Became Stronger
3 Opportunities to
Serve
4 Reaching out to
Multitudes

Cannot assemble in person; bringing resources into
homes

6. New Methods of Outreach
Introduction
1 Survived the
Pandemic
2 Became Stronger
3 Opportunities to
Serve
4 Reaching out to
Multitudes
5 Creative ways to
Serve

1 Corinthians 9:20-22 To the Jews I became as a Jew, that
I might gain Jews; to those who are under the law, as under
the law, that I might gain those who are under the law; to
those who are without law, as without … To the weak I
became as weak, that I might gain the weak. I have
become all things to all men, that I may by all means save
some.
Facebook, WhatsApp, Mobile-friendly Websites

Conclusion
Introduction
1 Survived the
Pandemic
2 Became Stronger
3 Opportunities to
Serve
4 Reaching out to
Multitudes
5 Creative ways to
Serve
6 New methods of
Outreach

Call to Worship
Scripture Reading
Opening Prayer
Congregational Singing
Communion & Giving
Exhortation
Invitation
Announcements
Closing Prayer

John 9:4 We must work the works of him who sent
me while it is day; night is coming, when no one
can work.
2 Timothy 1:7 For God gave us a spirit not of fear
but of power and love and self-control.
Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through him
who strengthens me.
Corinthians 9:10-11 Now he who supplies seed to
the sower and bread for food will also supply and
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the
harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched
in every way so that you can be generous on every
occasion, and through us your generosity will result
in thanksgiving to God. 2 Corinthians 9:10-11
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