
ers, artists or artisans, gar-
deners or writers, each of 
them has built the foundation 
for their careers by dedicat-
ing themselves to their pro-
jects, and earning the re-
spect of the communities 
they have served. Each of 
them gives credit to the 
Award for their later achieve-
ments.  
 
With joy in my heart, which 
comes from the Fund’s suc-
cessful support of these pro-
jects, and deep gratitude to 
you all for your donations 
that make all this possible, 
happy spring, happy birth-
day, and happy 30th anniver-
sary!  

Dear Supporters of the 
Samuel Huntington 
Award 
 
2019 marks two anniver-
saries or birthdays: First, 
Sam would have turned 80 
this year; and second, in his 
name the Samuel Hunting-
ton Fund celebrates 30 
years of supporting wonder-
ful young people to go out 
into the world after college 
and perform public service! 
Those are wonderful mile-
stones for sure. And Sam 
would be both proud and 
humbled by what has been 
achieved in his name.  
 

To celebrate our 30th anni-
versary, we have been 
sending out monthly pro-
files of prior winners high-
lighting both their projects 
and the sustainability of 
their dreams and hard 
work. I hope you are enjoy-
ing learning more about 
these young people and 
seeing how your investment 
in them, through the Fund, 
is helping to make our trou-
bled world a better place for 
many thousands of others. 
 

Each year when I read the 
new applications, I am 
amazed by the depth and 
scope of the ideas that the 
soon-to-be graduates are 
generating, and the ways in 
which each of them hopes 
to create a project that will 
be both successful and 
sustainable. I sometimes 
have the opportunity to visit 
some of the winners at the 
sites of their projects, and 
love listening to the stories 
of their successes and the 
obstacles they overcame 
often under difficult circum-
stances and against long 
odds. Whether it’s in Bhu-
tan, Zambia, Kenya or clos-
er to home in Portland, 
Philadelphia, Florida, or 
New Haven, these young 
people are building hope 
and healthier, better lives in 
Sam’s name.  
 

Many of our winners spend 
five or more years working 
long days and hours to es-
tablish and then sustain 
their projects, and then 
move on to careers in simi-
lar fields. Whether they 
become social workers or 
doctors, lawyers or teach-

Jennifer Huntington 

Chair 
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Dennis Delasi Nyanyo — Renovating a Library in Ghana 

Update on 2018 Award Winners  

After graduating from Cornell, Dennis proposed to renovate the regional library in Bolgatanga, Ghana.  The li-
brary’s mandate covers the local community and thirteen other districts in the Upper East Region of Ghana.  
The library had fallen into serious disrepair.  Dennis is fixing it and creating a sustainable financial plan for its 
future.  Progress is substantial.  Dennis has met with community leaders (he and his team are staying at the 
local member of Parliament’s home during the project), retained local workmen, and completed substantial por-
tions of required electrical, plumbing, and structural upgrades.  He has also restocked the library with over 
30,000 books procured through book drives in New York City public schools.  Finally, he and his team have 
designed a program to assure financial stability for the library over the coming years.   
 
During the coming months, Dennis plans to complete the building renovations, install a computer lab, and im-
plement a new training program for the librarians.  Upon completing the renovation, Dennis will hold a major 
community event to raise community awareness of the new facility. 

Last year, the Committee selected three winners of the Samuel Huntington Public Service Award.  We 
traditionally use this issue of the Newsletter to report on the the progress of the winners in the implemen-
tation of their proposals.  It is reassuring that, nearly every time, we are happy to report wonderful results.  
Our young award winners are generally able to report substantial progress implementing their projects.   
 
These positive reports do not happen because the projects are easy.  We select people who make sub-
stantial proposals, many located in difficult places, and winners are expected to overcome major chal-
lenges.  Our interviews are often centered on the candidate’s plans to overcome these challenges and 
create a successful and sustainable project.  Moreover, our winners often experience conditions on the 
ground that are dramatically different from those expected when designing their proposals in their dorm 
rooms.  Their ability to adjust and respond to changed conditions confirms their creativity, grit, and the 
value of their projects. 
 
This year, the report is a bit different.  Two of our winners — Dennis Nyanyo and Dejah Powell — have 
followed the traditional path,  They have faced difficult challenges, adjusted program elements, and 
achieved or enhanced their projected results.  However, one project has faced difficulties that have yet to 
be overcome. We believe the exception proves the rule.  It confirms the creativity of our winners. 

www.samuelhuntingtonaward.org 

(Left) Children’s library with old electrical fittings and furniture.  (Right) Children’s library showing new lights 
and fans as well as refurbished book shelves. 



Surya Shahi — Building a New School in Rural Nepal  
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Dejah, also a Cornell alum,  proposed to implement a garden club and enrichment program for young women 
on the South Side of Chicago.  She began her program in the summer, hiring students to water, weed, and 
tend the Garden at Vanderpoel Elementary School.  In the fall, she has taken students to attend Michelle 
Obama’s tour in Chicago, sponsored a field trip to see and discuss a film on police brutality, and partnered 
with Gardeneers, a club which manages  26 school gardens in Chicago and provides nutrition for about 80 
students at Vanderpoel. 
 
One of the most interesting parts of Dejah’s report 
focuses on three lessons: 
  
 First, “community work requires patience;” 
“its incredibly important to listen to the communi-
ty,”and “while it’s great to be ambitious, . . . quality 
over quantity matters most.” 
 
 Second, “you can’t always quantitatively 
measure impact,” “measuring the impact of such 
programs can often feel like using a rule to meas-
ure the temperature of air.” 
 
 Third, “You can’t go it alone.” “‘If you want 
to go fast, go alone.  If you want to go farther, go 
together.’” 
 
Timeless lessons, learned early.  

Dejah Powell — Gardens on the South Side of  Chicago 

 

A student at the Vanderpoel School in Chicago waters 
the community garden Dejah Powell helped fund. 

Surya Shahi, a graduate of Elon Uni-
versity, proposed to return home and 
build a new school to educate boys 
and girls in an underserved communi-
ty in rural Nepal.  Our Public Service 
Award was intended to support Phase 
1 of the project--the construction of 
five classrooms in the new school.  
Surya hoped to complete the rest and 
provide long term sustainability 
through supplemental earnings after 
graduation, and proceeds from a trek-
king agency that would provide guides 
to hikers in the region.  Unfortunately, 
the supplemental income expected in 
the initial proposal did not come 
through, and Surya’s project has been 
delayed while he arranges another 
source of funds.  When those funds 
are secured, he will send the final de-
sign of the school and plan for moving 
forward, and we will award the second 
half of his award.   
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 David Milner 

Thank you to our supporters! 

The Samuel Huntington Fund was established in 1989 and, thanks to you, has now granted 77 
Public Service Awards.  Please keep the Fund in mind as you consider your charitable giving.  
You can make a tax deductible contribution at any time by visiting our new website 
(www.samuelhuntingtonaward.org,), our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
SamuelHuntingtonFund/) or sending a check to:  The Samuel Huntington Fund, c/o Ms. Amy Sta-
cy, National Grid, 40 Sylvan Road, Waltham, MA  02451.  For your convenience, a pre-addressed 
envelope is enclosed with this newsletter.  Thank you for your consideration! 
 
A list of donors to the Fund over the past year follows: 


