
About the Advisory Committee: At the request of the Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency Board of Directors, the Advisory Committee provides community 
perspective and recommendations to the Board on implementation of the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act in the Salinas Valley Basin. The Committee is subject to the 
Brown Act, and all meetings are open to the public. 
 

Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency  

 
Advisory Committee Meeting Summary 
Meeting held April 7, 2017 

Meeting in Brief 
The Salinas Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency (SVBGSA) Advisory Committee 
held its inaugural meeting on April 7, 2017. The Committee discussed recommendations on its 
draft charter and bylaws as the SVBGSA Board will take the charter under consideration at an 
early meeting. The Committee would recommend that organizations (rather than individuals) 
hold seats on the Committee. For seats held by individuals and when an organization leaves the 
Committee, the Committee would recommend new members to the Board. The Committee 
recommends meeting the third Thursday of the month from 2:00-4:00. When possible, the 
Advisory Committee would like to meet at the Monterey County Agricultural Commissioner’s 
Office. In addition to posting the agenda at the meeting site, the SVBGSA will continue posting 
materials at www.salinasgroundwater.org and will periodically send reminders out to the list. 

Action Items and Next Steps 
Gary Petersen will incorporate feedback in the Draft Charter and By-Laws and circulate among 
the group. 
 
All member organizations and individuals will re-affirm their membership and participation in 
the Advisory Committee. 

MEETING SUMMARY 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
Interim General Manager Gary Petersen called the meeting to order and did roll call. Petersen 
announced that the agenda had changed and the only items to be discussed would be Item 3, 
providing feedback and on the Advisory Committee Draft Charter and By-Laws. The Advisory 
Committee is subject to the Brown Act because it is a standing committee of the SVBGSA. 
Advisory Committee members are very interested in receiving this information. 

2. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 
Frank Pierce: The Monterey Bay Pollution Control District provides an excellent model for 
running effective meetings and setting up the structure. 



 
Attorney Tom Versik: Les Girard gave a great overview of the Brown Act and Conflict of 
Interest at the initial SVBGSA Board meeting that is available for review. Individuals should 
consider getting individual legal advice on conflict of interest issues. 
 
Jan Shriner: She appreciates Les Girard’s work on conflict of interest. As a resident of Marina, 
Marina would like to be good neighbors and to participate in the process. She is unclear who will 
speak for the environment. 

3. Quick Overview of Brown Act and Conflicts of Interest 
As discussed at the beginning of the meeting, this agenda item was removed until legal counsel 
can make the presentation.  

4. Provide feedback on Advisory Committee Draft Charter and By-laws 
The goal of the Advisory Committee is to provide opportunities for broader input to the Salinas 
Valley Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency. The purpose of this agenda item was for the 
Committee to provide feedback on a draft Charter and By-laws that the GSA Board will consider 
at an upcoming meeting.  
 
Topics 
The group decided to strike best management practices from the list of topics.  
 
Membership 
The Committee made the following recommendations for it to self-manage its membership: 

� The Advisory Committee would stay at about 25 members. 
� Organizations (rather than individuals) hold seats on the Committee. 
� Each organization can designate its representative and an alternate if it would like. 
� If an organization decides to give up its seat, the Committee will identify an organization 

representing a similar interest to take its place. 
� The Committee will develop an application process for seats held by individuals. 
� For all seats held by individuals or when an organization leaves the Committee, the 

Committee would recommend new members to the Board for appointment. 
 
The Joint Powers Authority agreement provides that Board members can serve on the Advisory 
Committee. However, everyone concurred that identifying new members would support the 
intent of the Advisory Committee is to increase the number of voices contributing to the GSA.  

Discuss establishing a regular meeting schedule and location 
The Advisory Committee recommends meeting every two months on the third Thursday of the 
month from 2:00-4:00. (Note, the GSA Board is meeting the second Thursday of the month.) 
 

Public Comment 
Frank Pierce: The new county building has good meeting locations. The GSA board will request 
what is needed from the Advisory Committee. The Committee can cancel meetings if not 
needed.  
 



Margaret di Campio, Citizens for Just Water: I appreciate people coming together. I am 
interested in water just wand would like to participate. 

Members in Attendance 
Representative Organization 

Tom Adcock Alco 

Brenda Granillo Cal Water Service, District Manager 

Alfred Diaz-Infante CHISPA 

Emily Paddock Driscoll Strawberry Associates 

Gary Petersen City of Salinas, Director of Public Works 

Heather Lukacs Environmental Justice Coalition for Water 

Anthony Karl City of Soledad  

Abby Taylor-Silva Grower-Shipper Association of Central California 

Mike Wegley Marina Coast Water District, General Manager 

Norm Groot Monterey County Farm Bureau 

Brett Harrell Salinas Valley Sustainable Water Group 

Nancy Isaakson Salinas Valley Water Coalition, Government Affairs 

Robert Johnson Water Resources Agency, Deputy General Manager 
	


