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Brandlesholme Community Centre is a small charity in Bury, Greater Manchester. 
The charity, created to provide a community building to host activities that would 
engage with residents. 
 
At the start of lockdown, our community centre had to close the doors for our usual 
services to prevent spreading of Covid-19, we had the choice to sit at home or step 
up to tackle the food poverty problem that was growing. The trustees agreed to 
create a different food bank which led to us launching ‘Bury North’s First Culturally 
Appropriate Food Aid Provider’ which can provide food to cater to various service 
users’ needs, such as Halal, Gluten-free, Vegan and Lactose-free to name a few, we 
were adamant that we wouldn’t focus on particular demographics because of 
Covid-19 not discriminating against who it targets. BCC was able to bring some 
grants in to help fund the charity’s foodbank, including funding from Forever 
Manchester to hire a van to enable us to deliver food parcels and buy food at 
wholesalers. 
 
Residents also donated bags of food, toiletries and household supplies to the 
Foodbank; Two residents, in particular, Rachel and Jean, decided to post notes to a 
large housing estate where they live, once a month to collect donations. We never 
anticipated quite how much produce they would end upbringing to the centre, bags 
and bags of donations that boosted our stock levels. We gave these two kind women 
a bouquet and thank you card to show how much we appreciate their monthly 
collections. It would be fantastic if we could clone them both so that we wouldn’t 
need to ever worry about if we would have enough supplies.  
 
Supplies are always a concern for us, and we would hate to be unable to support a 
client because of not having enough products to provide them. We have received 
some grants and financial contributions so that we can purchase stock; however, 
these funds won’t last forever.  
 
As lockdown continues to ease, people are likely to donate less to our charity due to 
tighter finances and the food poverty issue becoming ‘out of sight - out of mind’ 
which is a severe problem for independent food aid providers around the UK like 
ourselves. We are grateful to the Independent Food Aid Network for giving a young 
charity in a small market town in Greater Manchester, a louder voice. By bringing us 
together with colleagues around the country, issuing small financial injections and 
advice to support us.  
 
Locally we have been instrumental in the creation of a localised version of the IFAN, 
called Bury Food Aid Network, which like IFAN is about sharing knowledge and 
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resources so that we can support service users to the best of our ability. Being 
members of both IFAN and BFAN gives us a sense of greater security and a feeling 
of belonging; the current climate has created a situation in which groups like ours 
have to compete with each other both for funding and resources. The rise in 
dependency on food aid mixed with providers all trying to obtain the same funding 
streams is causing tensions within the sector. The pressures are the exact reason 
why it is so essential for us to come together and unite, doing what is right for the 
people who are struggling and need all the help they can get right now. 
 
By Brent-James Pinder 


