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In order to continue enjoying our site, we ask that you confirm your identity as a human being. Thank you very much for your cooperation. The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger is one and only novel by the great writer in which he embedded many themes that would help us understand the characters and their worlds.
Jerome David Salinger Innocence is one of the major themes of the novel The Catcher in the Rye. The innocence of children and their world of understanding are the main character Holden's biggest concern. He wants to protect the virtue of the children. He is basically influenced by a song about a body catching a body
coming through rye. He idealizes himself catching the kids who would come to play in the rye field from falling off the cliff. Here it means saving their innocence for Holden to catch the children. Holden hates the adult world where everyone is corrupted and the virtues are lost. The people he loves and cares most
represent innocence. He always takes Jane as the girl he used to play games during childhood. He never sees in her a maturing woman and a growing girl. They often hold hands, but Holden says he's never had sex with her. However, he suspects that she may be the subject of sex by stepfather or by Ward. What is
important to him is her purity and innocence that he wants to save. Death is another important theme in the novel. It is constantly presented in the spirit of Holden's younger brother Ally. He's been dead for three years. When Holden thinks he's going to die or disappear soon, he speaks to the dead Allie. The thought of
Allie haunts him in the rainy cemetery. For him, death is just the time fluctuation. The destroyer time has taken his loving brother.  He has a strong desire that everything, especially beauties in the world such as innocence, love, virtue, sincerity, faith etc. remain the same and death may not have any effect on them. He
strives to be the catcher in rye to keep kids from falling off the cliff of old age, death and phonies in the world.  He rejects the life and its natural change that is taking place. He loves the Natural History Museum since everything stopped right where it was. No one would move. He doesn't want to grow up, but his biological
change and growth do not follow his whimsical desire.  He fears old age and death. His fear and lack of ability to cope with the growing change and society lead him to extreme frustration and madness. Another strikingly important theme is Holden's hatred of scammers. This word phonies is most often used in this novel
by Holden. For him, the fake people and the fake society are hoaxes. He wants sincere and true behaviors from the people, but when he gets the opposite he hates them. He describes his headmaster as a fake slob. Even the advertising for Pencey Prep is misleading. They have some hot shots On a horse performing
riding feats. Holden mockingly says he's never seen a horse on Pencey. The school's slogan is equally disgusting for Holden: Since 1888, we have been transporting boys to amazing, clear-thinking young men. Holden thinks there might be two boys who fit that description, and they probably might have gotten to Pencey
that way. For Holden, the school is representative of a corrupt system planned by adults and catering for boys who want to join their ranks. When he's in New York, Holden goes out with Sally Hayes on a date. Her false-sounding conversation with a familiar is angry with him and contributes to the terrible end of the day.
Holden's hatred of hoaxers and reluctance to endure them set him apart. This tendency can either lead Holden to greatness or destroy the young man. Holden always doubts the authority figures. This is another important theme for The Catcher in the Rye. He is so rebellious of authority that he rarely believes what they
say and suggests. He is sure that the administrators and the power people never tell the truth so he is still hesitant to accept their statements. For example, when a religious speech is given to the school by a wealthy undertaker, he reacts derisively. Instead of feeling respectful, Holden feels like laughing when the man
talked about praying to Jesus while driving his car. When his teacher, Mr. Spencer, advises him to think about the future and move according to the change, Holden acknowledges the old man's good intentions, but not just follow, because he knows that two of them are too much on opposite sides of the pole. The best
evidence of Holden's distrust of authority appears at the end of the novel when he lives with his former English teacher. His teacher gives Holden intelligent advice on getting his life back on track. But when Holden wakes up, he feels the creepy feeling of stroke by Mr. Antolini. He takes this massage as a sign of
homosexualand does not intend to trust people just because they occupy respected positions. Holden uses the words falsehood and falsehood to describe what he perceives as the hypocritical nature of the adult world. His observations are often correct; adults do engage in behaviors that are less than sincere for benign
and selfish reasons. They can behave superficially to save time or face; they can indulge in small talk to smooth over social situations; and they may lie, flatter or threaten to get what they want. Holden observes—and participates in—these behaviors during the novel. He seems to think that only he sees foniness for what
it is; his willingness to call out that is what sets him apart. And he uses this sense of special knowledge to avoid many adult interactions. Calling Spencer's lecture false, for example, lets Holden avoid the facts of his withdrawal in his classes. flirting justifies his anger and raw language—she has asked for his sincerity, in a
way. Repeatedly Holden ducks opportunities to connect by classifying those involved as false and thus not worth his time when, in fact, he uses the accusation as a shield. Alienation and Identity Holden's loneliness parallels the alienation that many teenagers, and even adults, feel when searching for identity and
belonging. The two states are bumping into each other: identity is distinctive and requires a difference from others; the recognition of common entities so that bonds can be formed and maintained. Thus, belonging can threaten identity. Holden's interactions with his peers at Pencey illustrate this tension. Holden identifies
in opposition to the disgusting and annoying Ackley. He has to, because he thinks of himself as sexy and smart. But like Ackley, he's also lonely and not good with girls. To shore up his self-image, Holden pushes away the sympathy he feels for Ackley. Stradlater gives a contrasting example. Stradlater is a good-looking,
confident senior and is almost ready to join the adult world, and Holden admires him and looks closely at him. But to belong to Stradlater's group is to engage in behaviorhold rejects in his own self-image. The thrill of developing a distinct identity without becoming like phonies means that it is often less painful for Holden
to isolate himself from others. This causes him to sabotage interactions with humans. During the difficult events he remembers, Holden often says he wishes he could go home. He can not because he fears the disappointment of his parents, especially his mother; yet he knows that they are aware of his deportation.
Holden is pushing towards going home when he tries to make it as an adult in the city. This is part of developing the identity that will support him in the years to come. But home is what saves Holden in his moment of crisis. Allie represents home; he keeps Holden from disappearing into utter alienation. Phoebe
represents the home, and she persuades him to accept the belonging he needs. Sex Holden's conflicting views on sex and his treatment of women make him feel alienated and scared. As with his view of childhood, women require protection and gallantry. They are fragile and at risk among boring, self-centered men, who
are always ready to exploit them. By keeping women on a pedestal of modesty and vulnerability, Holden can not only imagine himself as a protector or defender, but can also excuse his fear of getting sexy around them. However, this perception of women conflicts with the reality of Holden and the reality of women.
Holden is physically attracted to girls; when he sees Sally, he almost wants to marry her even though he doesn't Her. And he speaks in frustration at not knowing where everything is or how to manipulate a bra. Ihs Ihs longing also fails to take into account the idea that even women feel desire. In his thinking, they always
ask men to stop. The idea that Jane wanted to get sexy with Stradlater is one he can't entertain. Sex is risky, desire fluctuates, and emotions shift. Holden, averse to change already, doesn't really understand his feelings of sexual desire, at least for now. That's why his misinterpretation of the line from Comin' Thro' the
Rye is ironic and almost comical. The song toys with the idea of spontaneous, secret sex, but he takes it as a metaphor to keep kids safe in the field, away from mature love and lust. Childhood Holden considers adults flawed and false, but he sees young children as pure and innocent. His views reflect an understanding
of the world where children are born innocent and then gradually corrupted by the world. Holden's vision is oversimplified, like the events of the novel show. James Castle's suicide shows that violence can be a part of children's lives, for example, and Allie's death from leukemia is clear evidence that childhood is not a
truly protected time. Holden's own memories of childhood—of visiting the museum, for example—seem frozen and fragile, as if he fears examining them carefully and finding those years less idyllic than he remembers. Holden's tendency to romanticize childhood clashes with Phoebe's more practical outlook, too. A boy
pushed her down the stairs; She and a friend retaliated by destroying his jacket. Small rivalries and betrayals are part of Phoebe's world, as is the risk of falling the kids take to take the gold ring on the carousel. Holden's fantasy of the children playing in the rye, as Phoebe points out, is beautiful but false. Yet Holden is
right to cherish the years of childhood. Children have time to be curious and to start stories and not finish them, and they can love violently, as Phoebe does. Childhood is not perfect or free from risk; Holden's desire to believe it so likely has to do with the fact that his childhood ended with Ally's death. The crazy events
Holden endures challenge him to release an immature, superficial understanding of childhood and adulthood. They are found on a continuum, not as a blessed venue that ends in a deadly cliff. Cut.
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