
Orchard Lake Schools
SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary  @  St. Mary’s Preparatory  @  The Polish Mission

It’s interesting to think about all the times ground broke here on the Orchard Lake Schools campus to build on our mission and 
vision.  This special place, rich in its 136-year history and tradition, will experience another milestone when the new classroom 
building opens at St. Mary’s Preparatory for the Fall 2022 semester.  You are part of this journey, as members of our campus 
community, whether you are here frequently, choose to pass through here, even once, or just joined us this year through a virtual 
connection.  Watch the groundbreaking transformation and become a history maker with us!

Headmaster Bob Pyles shared this message at the new classroom building official groundbreaking ceremony on Tuesday, May 18:
“We’re going to be doing some things here that are going to make this campus even more beautiful, inside and out.  This is a symbol 
for us, a symbol that we’re moving in the right direction, a symbol that enrollment is increasing.  It’s a symbol that people want to 
come to Orchard Lake St. Mary’s for the things that we do.  It’s time for us to get out of some of the old buildings that have passed, 
and give the opportunity for students to learn in this new building, the newly renovated Prep building, the Science building, and the 
library lower level renovation.  It adds to our campus and to our direction and vision.  But a building is just a building.  Why it is 
exciting is what happens inside that building that makes a difference.  I want to thank our staff, the teaching and non-teaching staff, 
the ones that support us here at St. Mary’s that play a part in everything that happens here on campus.  You truly give back to the 
students, and this building is going to allow you to give even more.  The resources inside this building, its collaborative areas, are going 
to allow us to further advance the students.  We look forward to doing that.  We’ve been well supported at Orchard Lake  
St. Mary’s, especially outside administration.  The support I get from the Moms and Dads Club is incredible, both financially and with 
their time.  We’re one of the few schools that requires this type of volunteerism — where they can work with their sons and daughters 
and make this a great place.  So, as we stand here, it’s about change.  To move forward, you have to have change, and there will be a 
change on this spot that will make us a better school, a better place, and give us those resources we need to move forward. I can’t say 
enough, again, about the people that are here, the students that are here.  Our biggest selling points are the students and how they 
feel about being at St. Mary’s. From our young men who create and follow a tradition and are proud to be Men of St. Mary’s to this 
outstanding first-year group of young ladies that are creating their own tradition and have really put us on a great path.  So we have 
further opened up this campus to the community.  We have opened it up for everyone to take part in it.  I’m very proud of what we do.  
So, again, I want to thank everyone and I certainly want to thank the staff for what they’ve done.”
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“Unless the Lord build the house, they labor in vain who build. ”

- Psalm 127:1
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OLS update
Breaking new grOund

The 29,000 sq.ft. new classroom building will serve both the Boys Division and the recently 
established Girls Division.

“The school has such an important history, and this will allow even 
more families to enjoy the benefits of Catholic education,” said 
Bishop Fisher of the Archdiocese of Detroit.

“. . . this is about 
better serving students 
as they develop their 
minds and faith here 
at St. Mary’s,”  
said Andrew 
Harrington, 
Chairperson,  
St. Mary’s Prep Board.

On a sunny day filled with hope for 
the future, students, faculty, staff, 
family, alumni and supporters of the 
Orchard Lake Schools gathered to 
celebrate this historic day in the legacy 
of St. Mary’s Prep.



SaLuting the CLaSS Of 2021
“If you want to go fast, go alone.  If you want to go far, go together.”
We honored the Class of 2021 at a very special Baccalaureate Mass on Sunday, May 16, 2021 outdoors under a 
tent in the open space adjacent to the Archdiocesan Shrine of St. John Paul II.  The gathering brought graduates, 
priests, seminarians, faculty, staff, Board members and close family together.  Many words were spoken that truly 
resonated with the graduates, Men of St. Mary’s  leaving the Prep 
to go make a difference in the world.  Here are a few excerpts from 
addresses given by the Class of 2021 Salutatorian and Valedictorian.

Matthew Walker — OLSm Class of 2021 Salutatorian
Fall 2021:  University of Notre Dame (Chemical Engineering)

“ . . . The brotherhood that we formed together will never be broken.  
St. Mary’s is our home and always will be.  This campus allowed us to 
become the people we are and to meet the people we met.  We will never 
forget each other and we will never forget the times we had together.  We spent four years on this campus, four years 
that defined who we are, four years we will look back on and enjoy over and over again.  Four years that we will never 

forget.  Thank you!”

Kobe Howcroft  — OLSm Class of 2021 Valedictorian
Fall 2021:  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor (Aeronautical 
Engineering)

“Hi.  You’re on a rock floating in space.  Pretty cool, huh? When we look 
at life like this, it looks bleak and pointless.  That’s why I believe one of 
the most important things in life is to find a purpose.  Everyone should 
have something they strive for every day.  Many say their life end goal is 

to find happiness.  But this goal is vague and for the most part, impossible on a daily basis . . . instead, you should 
find something that gives you happiness and pursue it in a way that can be used to help others . . . this goal should be 
something that leaves the world better than the way you found it.  St. Mary’s has enabled us to do this academically 
by allowing us to pursue careers that I hope we will use to benefit others.  But more importantly, St. Mary’s taught us 
how to make the world a better place through the brotherhood that forms amongst the students.  We aren’t a school of 
cliques.  We’re actually a family of students where everyone is friends with everyone.  No one is excluded or scrutinized 
for their differences and everyone enjoys the community 
. . . the most important thing I learned from St. Mary’s, 
ironically enough, was how to relax and balance my 
ambitions in school with other things I enjoyed . . . in 
college, we should strive to build community where 
everyone is friends with everyone else. In our jobs, we 
should strive to create an environment where everyone 
is helpful.  And in our families, we should encourage 
everyone to be there for each other in the good and bad, 
just as we were here at St. Mary’s.  Though this may be 
impossible for one person to do alone, I believe that in 
doing our part, in being supportive and nice to everyone 
in the same way that St. Mary’s has encouraged us to be, 
that we can make the world a better place.”

prep newS
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Mr. Lengel welcomed his AP students in the parking lot to 
wish them good luck on their exam on May 10!

Congratulations to Prep 
theology teacher, Chris Brecht 
and his wife, Jane, on the birth of 
their first child, a beautiful baby 
boy named Brooks Christopher 
Brecht!  He was born on May 19 
at 2:07 PM.  And congratulations 
to his grandma, Mary Ann 
Brecht, Prep Registrar.

 
Eaglets provided yard clean 

up for veterans requesting 
assistance through the VFW. 

Thank you,  Mrs. Yenor 
and Mr. Archer, for your 

assistance. 

CHSL baseball championship playoffs are 
underway, and our Eaglets earned an 8-2 win 
over Catholic Central in the playoff opener at 
Comerica Park.  Watch for more results as well as 
those of our other spring sports, including track 
and golf, on Facebook and Instagram, and in the 
July Campus Communicator.

mhSaa SChOLar athLeteS 
Congratulations to our 2021 MHSAA Scholar Athletes:  Charlie Cochrane, Adam Dolan, Tommy Doman, Kobe 
Howcroft, Matthew Kuphal, Cote Magryta, Joseph MeLampy, Alex Mooney, and Kevin Rice.

▶

▶



aLumni diOnte aLLen SpeakS at grOundBreaking
Dionte Allen (P’07), St. Mary’s Preparatory Director of 
Student Relations, addressed those gathered at the new 
classroom building groundbreaking.  “I am so grateful to be 
speaking on behalf of alumni here at Orchard Lake St. Mary’s,” 
he said.  “. . . to be celebrating something so special as a new 
building during a pandemic just speaks volumes on how special 
(this place) is and how blessed we are . . . I consider this place 
a bubble . . . of family, love, and opportunity . . . that’s what St. 

Mary’s has given 
me.  With this 
new building, we 
will create unique 
opportunities 
for our students to be phenomenal.  We have to continue to invest in our 
students’ future.”

          aLumni newS

BOOkStOre Summer hOurS
~  Starting June 2, 2021  ~

monday - friday 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
(Closed July 5th through July 11th)

underclassmen book buy-back dates: monday, may 24 –thursday, June 3 

PLEASE NOTE:  
The funds for sold books will be transferred to the student’s cash card. If a student doesn’t have a cash card a new one will 
be created with no upfront fees. We offer a drop off option for books.  Please make a list of the titles of the books left in the 

bookstore and we will process the buy-back and deposit the funds to the student’s cash card. The itemized report and totals will 
be stored in the bookstore which you can obtain at any time or we can email it per your request.

fOunder’S day gOLf Outing 
The Founder’s Day Golf Outing takes place Monday, June 14 at 
Wabeek Country Club.  On behalf of the Orchard Lake Schools, 
thank you to all the participants, volunteers, and staff of Wabeek 
for your support of this annual event!  Although no events take 
place on campus this year, we look forward to a wonderful event 
at the course and coming back together on campus in 2022.



PLEASE NOTE:
PLEASE BE RESPECTFuL OF THE GROTTO AND THOSE WHO KEEP IT CLEAN AND BEAuTIFuL FOR uS.  

NO CANDLES FROM HOME ALLOWED, ESPECIALLY IN THESE TIMES AS SOMEONE HAS TO REMOVE THEM.

NO VASES, BASKETS, PAPERS, OR ITEMS SHOuLD BE PLACED ON THE ALTAR OR LEFT ANYWHERE ON GROTTO 
GROuNDS.  WE HAVE PLACED TWO LARGE VASES ON THE SIDES OF THE ALTAR FOR CuT FLOWERS.

The Mary Project is dedicated to the beautification of the
Marian Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes at Orchard Lake St. Mary’s.  

The Mary Project is a registered 501(c)(3) and all donations are tax exempt.

“We never give more 
honor to Jesus than when 

we honor his Mother.”
St. Louis DeMontfort



Upcoming Event Highlights 
June 2021 

   3  Summer Office Hours Begin (OLSM) 
     June 3 - August 13:  
     Tues/Wed/Thurs 8:00AM - 12:00 PM 
     Closed July 5-9, 2021 

   6  D-Day WWII Remembrance Day
     Solemnity of Corpus Christi

   11  Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

  12  Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

  20  Father’s Day
     Summer Begins 

  24  Feast of the Nativity of John the Baptist 

  29  Feasts of SS. Peter and Paul

  June - august  
     Orchard Lake Summer Camps



June 2021
maSS SCheduLe

JuNe 6
Solemnity of Corpus Christi

 ӹ 8:30 am   Fr. McDonell • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
 ӹ 9:00 am   Fr. Nowak • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
 ӹ 11:00 am  Fr. Banazak • English • St. JPII Shrine
 ӹ 1:00 pm  Fr. Nowak • Polish* • St. JPII Shrine

JuNe 13
 ӹ 9:00 am   TBD • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am  Fr. Whitaker • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
 ӹ 11:00 am  Fr. Banazak • English • St. JPII Shrine

JuNe 19
20th Anniversary of Eucharistic Adoration at OLS

 ӹ 9:00 am   Fr. Nowak • English • St. JPII Shrine 
   Mass will be followed by Holy Hour

JuNe 20 
Father’s Day

 ӹ 9:00 am   Fr. Nowak • Polish* • Seminary Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am  Fr. McDonell • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
 ӹ 11:00 am  Fr. Banazak • English • St. JPII Shrine

JuNe 27
 ӹ 9:00 am   Fr. Chrzanowski • Polish* • Sem. Chapel
 ӹ 9:00 am  Msgr. Browne • Latin • St. JPII Shrine
 ӹ 11:00 am  Fr. Nowak • English • St. JPII Shrine 

* Feed for the Live stream of the Polish Masses is below:
https://www.facebook.com/olsnews

 

When you can’t be with us for Mass, watch our 9:00 AM Polish Mass 
via Facebook live stream or on our YouTube Channel,

or listen to Polish Varieties Radio at 9:00 AM on WNZK 680/690 AM Detroit.

The Oakland County 
Latin Mass Association 

(OCLMA) offers a weekly 
Sunday 9:00 AM High 

Mass in the Extraordinary 
Form at the  

Archdiocesan Shrine of  
St. John Paul II.

(see Mass Schedule)

How to  
Return to Mass Safely

“Those of us who are 
able are invited to return 

to participate fully in 
the celebration of the 

Eucharist.”
— Arch. of Detroit    

https://www.aod.org/
comehometohope

For the latest Archdiocese 
of Detroit COVID-19 

Response and Resources 
update, visit:   

www.aod.org/emergencyre-
sponse

Looking for impactful 
campus dedication/

naming opportunities 
that leave a lasting 

campus impression for 
generations to enjoy?

Contact Chris Czarnik 
(248) 392-9267 

cczarnik@orchardlakeschools.com

https://www.aod.org/comehometohope
https://www.aod.org/comehometohope
www.aod.org/emergencyresponse
www.aod.org/emergencyresponse

