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“How we live our lives is shaped by where we live our lives .”  
 

Urban Society - SOC 143A 
TWR 11:00a.m. - 1:15p.m. 
Olson 207 
 

Summer Session II, Aug 4 – Sept 12, 2014 
Instructor: Ethan Evans 
  ejevans@ucdavis.edu 
  Office: 254 SS&H 
  Office Hours:  
   Week 1: Thursday 8/7, 2-4pm 
   Week 2-5: Thursdays, 11-1 
   Week 6: Tuesday, 2-4 
 
Reader: Matthew Thompson: mthomp@ucdavis.edu 
 
Course Themes: How would your life be different if you grew up in San Francisco instead of 
Fresno or Pollock Pines? For the first time ever, the majority of the world's population lives in a 
city, and this proportion continues to grow. Urbanization represents more than just people 
moving from rural to urban spaces, it is associated with broad shifts from an agriculture-based 
economy to mass industry and from communal forms of living to organizational based relations. 
With these transformations in physical space and the context for social life, come challenges –
what we will call urban problems. Such problems demand solutions.  
 
In this class you will explore the history of the city, theories of its development, the impact of 
city life on the human experience, problems that arise from and within cities and solutions aimed 
at ameliorating their ill effects. 
 
Texts:  Chen, Xiangming, Anthony Orum and Krista Paulsen. 2013. Introduction to  
  Cities: How Place and Space Shape Human Experience. Wiley-Blackwell. 
 

  Cochrane, Allan. 2007. Understanding Urban Policy: A Critical Approach.  
  Blackwell Publishing. 
 

Additional Readings: Available on Smartsite. 
 
Overview of course structure: The course is divided into three parts. We will first examine the 
history of cities and theories of urban life and urbanization, in order to provide a foundation for 
the other sections. Parts two and three of the class will focus on identifying urban problems and 
evaluating solutions with a commitment toward application of theory and engagement with the 
social world. Students will identify a specific urban problem and investigate efforts by 
organizations committed to bettering urban conditions and reducing structural inequities. 
 

Assignments/activities: There will be no exams. Instead, students will have several written 
assignments. Engagement with peers in class will also be a part of the grade. More detail about 
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assignments is given below and thorough descriptions of the assignments and expectations will 
be provided in class. 
 

Learning objectives: 
This course is intended for sociology and majors from related fields. A high level of engagement 
will be expected of participants. By the end of the course, you should be able to:  

• Apply social problems & social policy approach to study urban sociology. 
• Evaluate social behavioral and structural differences in urban and non-urban settings. 
• Identify research questions of interest to urban sociology  
• Apply urban theories to understand modern cities and urban problems. 
• Develop analysis skills by evaluating urban problems - programs, policies and programs. 
• Identify and assess values that underpin policy approaches; consider implications. 
• Identify and evaluate organizations working to alleviate urban problems at multiple levels. 
• Develop as members of a scholarly community. 

 

Formal assessments 
Assignment/Activity Format and Venue Due Date % of Grade 

Community engagement Class participation On-going 10% 
Site Proposal:  Email to the 

instructor directly 
(Details see: 
FieldAssignment#1) 

August 8 by 5 p.m. 5% 

Field Research 
Assignment #1: Urban 
observation 

Paper submitted to 
“Assignments” on 
Smartsite. 
(Details see: 
FieldAssignment#1) 

August 15 by 5 p.m. 20% 

Brief Proposal Typed, submitted to 
“Assignments” on 
Smartsite (Details 
see: Final Paper 
Guide) 

August 22 by 5 p.m. 10% 

Field Research 
Assignment #2: 
Organization visit & 
interview 

Paper submitted to 
“Assignments” on 
Smartsite. (Details 
see Org Visit Guide) 

August 29 by 5 p.m. 20% 

Term Paper Typed, submitted to 
“Assignments” on 
Smartsite (Details 
see: Final Paper 
Guide) 

September 12 by 5 p.m. 
 
*Final papers will not be 
accepted late. 

35% 

 
Optional assessments 

Activity Format and Venue Due Date % of Grade 
Optional Presentation In-person Oral 

presentation of Final 
paper. 3-5 min max. 

In class. September 11, 
2014. Sign up date TBA. 

Adds 1/3 letter 
grade to final 
grade  
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Keys to success: 1) reading assigned material and reviewing before class; 2) attending class and 
participating actively; 3) getting help with materials you do not understand; making use of office 
hours; 4) applying class concepts in written assignments; and 5) seeking assistance with writing; 
proofreading your assignments and revising drafts of each assignment at least once. 
 
All students should check their e-mail accounts and the course SmartSite regularly for 
announcements and updates. The course content may be modified to include relevant speakers, 
news stories and current articles.  
 
About readings: Please read material listed as “required reading” before the class session where 
it is listed. Where page numbers are given, read only those pages. If no page numbers are given, 
compete the chapter. Not all material in the readings will be covered in class, but the topics, 
concepts and approaches will provide the foundation for success on your written assignments 
and participation in class discussion and activities. The lectures assume that you have a basic 
familiarity with the required readings. You are not required to read those listed “supplemental 
readings.” I will cover key points from those materials in class. They are provided as source 
documents and reference. 
 
Course policies: 

• To pass this class you must submit all assignments (except optional assignments).  
• Unless you are ill or injured and can provide documentation from a doctor or medical 

center, please do not ask me to consider granting an extension on assignments. Late 
papers will be downgraded. This is an equity issue. Everyone in the class is working 
under the same constraints – you all have heavy course loads, many have demanding jobs, 
and everyone has their share of unanticipated crises that come up. My view is that 
granting extensions to individuals is unfair to the vast majority who turn in their work on 
time despite the demands of a typical quarter at UCD. This is intensified for all of us 
during summer sessions.  
• Late assignment policy: For every day that assignments are late, the grade will go 

down a full letter grade. Each weekend day counts as one day. Assignments will not 
be accepted more than 2 days late. You are always welcome to turn in your paper 
early. Term papers will not be accepted late without documentation of an emergency. 

• If you turn in an assignment late and you claim a medical excuse, you must get a 
letter from your doctor, including an office telephone number, that is written on 
official letterhead paper. The medical excuse must make it clear why you were not 
able to hand in a paper on a particular day. 

• I adhere to University policies on plagiarism: see doc “Avoid_Plargiarims” under 
Resources on SmartSite in the Writing Clinic Folder. 
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Class/Lecture General Outline. 
 
Part 1. August 5 – August 15. History of the City, Urbanization & Urban Theory    

August 5. Get to know one another and setting the stage. We will discuss the origins of 
the modern university, consider linkage to development of cities and sensitize to the 
concept of urbanization with a course overview and tips for success. 
 Required Reading: 

 Tisdale_1942_Process of Urbanization (Smartsite) 
 Supplemental Reading: 

 Mumford_The City in History_Ch1 (Smartsite) 
 Kotkin_The City_selection (Smartsite) 

August 6. Introduce approaches to urban sociology. Discuss cities as related to identity, 
community & security (place and space). Pick back up with the history of cities and 
expand to understand functions of cities. Introduce early schools of thought in urban 
sociology. Highlight one of the early scholarly efforts to understand cities (Weber: 
Functions; and the German School = Nature of life in the city). 
 Required Reading: 

 Chen et al_2013_Ch1 (TextBook) 
 Chen et al_2013_Ch. 2; pgs. 28-36. (TextBook) 

Supplemental Reading: 
 Gold_Soc of Urban Life_Ch1 (Smartsite) 

August 7. Schools continue (Chicago School: Park, Burgess). From function to city form. 
Discuss 1st project assignment – find a team member. 
 Required Reading: 

 Chen et al_2013_Ch. 2; pgs. 38-47. (TextBook) 
 Chen et_2013_Ch.5; pgs. 100-108. (TextBook) 
August 8. Site Proposal for Assignment#1 is due by 5 p.m. 

Submission made via SmartSite 
 

August 12. Studying the city. Social integration and the city. Ethnographic study. 
(SideWalk, Anderson, Code of the Streets).  
Required Reading: 

 Chen et al_2013_Ch. 4 (TextBook) 

August 13. Modern Theory. Marxism; Flows & Political Economy. 
 Required Reading: 

 Chen et al_2013_Ch.3 (TextBook) 
Supplemental Reading: 

 Molotch_GrowthMachine_AJS (SmartSite) 

August 14. Out of Class Work Day. Field Assignment #1, Urban Observation. 
August 15. Field Assignment #1 is due by 5 p.m. 

Submission made via SmartSite 
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Part 2. August 19 – August 29. Urban Problems        
August 19. Discuss Term Paper Proposal. Problem orientation. Discuss the basic tension: 
Cities as place of disorder and disorganization. [Theories of Disorganization} Expansion, 
Segregation – Inequality, Immigration & Social integration.  
Required Reading: 

 Cochrane_2007_Ch.5, pgs. 68-72. (TextBook) introduction to cities as 
problems. Get a feel for this book & style. 

 Chen et al_2013_Ch. 8. (TextBook) 
Supplemental Reading: 

 Sampson_1989AJS_DisorganizationTheory (SmartSite) 

August 20. Discuss Field Assignment #2. Continue Inequality. Racialized policy; 
Suburbanization and Urban Decay.  
 Required Reading: 

 Chen et al_2013_Ch.6; pgs. 123-126, 149-152. (TextBook) 
 Jackson_Crabgrass Frontier_Ch.11. (SmartSite) 

Supplemental Reading: 
 Beuregard_Preface&Ch.2 (SmartSite) 

August 21. Out of Class Work Day. View Writing Videos (on SmartSite, Writing Clinic) 

August 22. Term Paper Brief Proposal is due by 5 p.m. 
Submission made via SmartSite 

 
August 26. The problem of poverty and why it persists - theories of poverty. Return to the 
city – Gentrification. 
Required Reading: 

 Theories of Poverty (SmartSite) 
 Chen et al_2013_Ch.9; pgs. 204-216. (skip: Exploring Further 9.2) 

August 27. Urbanization and the Global City. City Case Studies. 
 Required Reading: 

 Chen et al_2013_Ch. 10 
 Chen et al_2013_Ch. 11_pgs. 264-268; 275-281. 

August 28. Out of Class Work Day. Field Assignment # 2 
August 29. Field Assignment #2 is due by 5:00 p.m 

Submission made via SmartSite 
 
Part 3. September 2 – September 10. Urban Solutions (policy)      

September 2. Urban Policy Approach – what is urban policy? Goal/Impact – Manifest 
and/or Latent. Workshop your Final projects.  
 Required Reading: 

 Cochrane_2007_Ch. 1 & Ch. 2 
September 3. Managing Disorder. Introduce concept: Policy regimes. Case Study: 
Homelessness.  
 Required Reading: 

 Cochrane_2007_Ch. 5. 
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Supplemental Reading: 
 Stone_Urban Regimes (SmartSite) 

September 4. Out of Class Work Day. Term Paper. 
September 9. Changing Regimes of Urban Policy. Urban Projects. Contemporary 
examples. Success stories from the field, programs that work. 
 Supplemental Reading: 

 Cochrane_2007_Ch.8-9 
September 10. Review and Summary.  
 No Required Reading 
September 11. Term Paper Presentations. Details on SmartSite 

September 12. Term Paper is due by 5 p.m. 
Submission made via SmartSite 


