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SOC_46B 
INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL RESEARCH 

Summer Session II 2015 
Instructor:  Ethan J. Evans 
Email:  ejevans@ucdavis.edu  
Class:  Mon, Tues, Wed. Young Hall, RM 192.  4:10 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 
  Except: Week 1 ➝ Mon, Tues, Wed 4:10 – 6:15; Thurs 10 min individual mtg. 
    Week 4 ➝ Tues, Wed, Thurs 4:10 – 6:15 
Office:  SSH 254 (In the basement of the Sociology department) 
Office Hours: Monday 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. and after class Monday and Tuesday 6:25 – 6:45 p.m. 
Virtual office hrs via Skype: BY APPT. only Monday 9:00-10:00 a.m. & Thursday 5:45-6:45 p.m.  
Website: The syllabus, homework assignments, handouts, and other course resources will be 

made available on SmartSite. 
 

Required Course Materials: 
1) Textbook: Alan Agresti and Barbara Finlay. 2009. Statistical Methods for the Social Sciences 
(4th edition). Prentice-Hall, Inc. Available at UCD Bookstore and on reserve in Shields Library. 
2) Calculator: All students must have a basic, hand-held calculator for assignments and exams. 
 

Course Description: 
Every day we ask questions and make decisions about our social world using statistics and 
probability. For example, we might ask: does the majority of the U.S. population want health care 
reform? Have women’s earnings, in comparison to men’s, improved over time? Do college students 
experience more stress today than they did ten years ago?  

In this class, you will learn statistical techniques that can help you to answer such sociological 
questions. You will learn to analyze quantitative data and to interpret the results of your analysis. In 
addition, this course will provide you with the necessary tools to understand the statistical 
information that you encounter in the course of daily life and thus will make you a more informed 
and critical consumer of knowledge. Finally, this course will give you the foundation needed should 
you choose to enroll in more advanced statistics courses, such as Soc 106. 

Topics covered in this course include the importance and limitations of statistical research, the basic 
organization of quantitative data, the graphic presentation of data, probability, sampling 
distributions, the logic of statistical inference and hypothesis testing, and comparison of two groups. 
Class time will be divided between presentation of the concepts that provide the foundation of 
statistical analysis, the actual nuts and bolts associated with the applications of the statistics, and 
practice applying these concepts in the analysis of data. 

Course Schedule: Most weeks we meet 3 days not 4 – Mon, Tues and Wed. The exceptions are:  
Week 1 the class will meet regularly Mon, Tues and Wed from 4:10-6:15. On Thursday, 
students will schedule a 10 min individual meeting with the instructor in person or via Skype. 
Sign-ups will be done during the first three days of class. 
Week 4 the class will NOT meet on Monday 8/24. We will still meet three days: Tues 8/25, 
Wed 8/26, AND Thursday 8/27. 
Week 5 the class will NOT meet on Monday 9/7 - Holiday. No make up day is currently 
scheduled, subject to class decision. 

For Scheduled Readings, Assignments & Exams see: 
“Soc_46B Course Calendar” 
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Evaluation and Grading 

  Homework:     40% = 4 * 10% 
  Midterm Exam:    25% = 1 * 25%  
  Final Exam:     35% = 1 * 35% 
  Total:   100% 
  

1) Homework Exercises: There will be four homework assignments, designed to provide you with 
an opportunity to apply the concepts covered in lecture. Homework will be evaluated based on 
completeness and the degree of effort spent attempting to solve each problem, NOT on the absolute 
correctness of the answers themselves. Your work must be your own and you must show all steps in 
your calculations (not simply the final answer). Full credit will be given if you have completed all 
problems (or explained exactly where you got stuck and clearly demonstrated what you did to try to 
solve the problem) and your answers are full, legible follow all steps presented in class, text and/or 
other course material. 
 
Homework Points will be allocated as follows: 

Check=10 points: Assignment is complete; answers follow all steps presented in class, text 
and/or other course material; they are full and legible with work clearly shown; clear evidence 
of engagement with material even if final answers are incorrect. 

Check Minus =7 points: Assignment is technically complete or nearly complete but there is 
evidence of only moderate effort to engage with the material and/or does not follow all steps 
presented in class, text and/or other course material. 
Minus=5 points: Assignment is missing several answers and/or doesn’t show work clearly 
and/or there is little evidence of effort. Little attempt to follow steps presented in class, text 
and/or other course material. 

Zero=0 points: Assignment not turned in, turned in late or is unacceptable (largely incomplete 
and/or illegible) 

Check plus: A check plus will be given in cases where an assignment shows evidence of 
exceptional engagement with the material, clearly going beyond basic completion as described 
above. A check plus will receive full credit for the assignment (10 points) plus up to an 
additional 2 extra credit points. 

Assignments are due at the start of class on the dates specified. Under NO circumstances will 
you get credit for late assignments. Extreme emergencies will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis and only with official documentation. Nevertheless, it is still in your best interest to do all 
of the homework assignments even if you do not get credit. 

 
2) Examinations: There will be two examinations: one midterm and one final. You must bring a 
calculator to exams. In addition, you are allowed a one-page "cheat sheet" -- an 8½  x 11" piece of 
paper (front and back) on which you can write any formulas, definitions, or examples you wish. 
This sheet must be turned in with the exam. The final exam is cumulative (although it strongly 
emphasizes the most recent material) and is given during our final class meeting on September 9th. 
There will be no provision for an alternate test time except as provided by university policy for 
students with special needs or in the case of a verifiable medical or family emergency. 
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Course Expectations: Teaching and learning are reciprocal parts of an interactive process for 
which both student and instructor are responsible. As your instructor, it is my responsibility to be 
prepared when I teach, to share information with you in a clear manner, to direct you to resources 
which help you fulfill your tasks, to provide you with opportunities to meet outside of class, to 
provide feedback on your work, and to ensure that the classroom is a space in which each person 
can learn and share ideas. As the student, it is your responsibility to: 

• Be in class. While attendance is not required, it is in your best interest to be in class. With a 
course of this type and an accelerated summer schedule, missing one class will be extremely 
detrimental. You, and only you, are responsible for learning the information covered and for 
being present for any announcements I make. Sadly, I cannot spend time with you to review 
a lecture you have missed. If you miss a class, please do not ask "Did you cover anything 
important?"  

• Arrive on time. It is distracting to everyone to have people arriving late during lecture. Class 
begins promptly at 4:10 p.m.  

• Come to class prepared, having completed the assigned reading(s) and having made note of 
any questions that came up for you as you read. Bring your textbook and lecture notes. 

• Be respectful of the classroom environment. Please refrain from conversing with your 
neighbors, reading the paper, sleeping, and/or any other disruptive behaviors.  

• Unplug yourself. Technology is wonderful, but during lecture the only technological devices 
you will need are pencil and paper and your calculator. Laptops may be used for note taking, 
however not very useful for math based work. Cell phones, text-messaging devices, I-Pods, 
etc. all need to be turned off and left inside your bag during class. Checking email and 
FaceBook, using IM, playing games, sending text messages (or worse, answering a phone 
call!) while we are in class is rude and distracting.  

• Complete written assignments fully and on time. Make sure that your work is your own.  
• Use office hours wisely. Please come to my office with specific questions about the things 

you  do not understand or the places that you are stuck. 
• Recognize when you are struggling and ask for help right away. If you wait until the end of 

 the course to tell me that you are having problems, there is nothing that either of us can do 
to remedy the situation.  

 
Academic Integrity:  While I encourage you to work with and learn from your classmates, please 
be aware that cheating and plagiarism are severe violations of academic standards and will not be 
tolerated in this class. Cases of academic dishonesty will be referred to Student Judicial Affairs. 
Please see me if you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty, but a good 
rule of thumb is: “don’t write the same thing as your friend.”   
 
Students with Disabilities:  If you have a documented disability and anticipate needing 
accommodations in this course, please talk with me before the end of the first week of class. Please 
request that the Student Disability Center provide a letter verifying your disability.  
 
Email: Class-related communications will generally occur via email. Check your UC Davis e-mail 
account and the course SmartSite regularly. If you send me an email, please include “Soc 46B” in 
the subject line and allow for adequate response time (24 hours). Email is a difficult way to explain 
statistics & math - Please do not email me questions that require substantial explanation (over 3 
lines); for in depth questions or explanations, please come to office hours or ask during class. I can 
better help you in those forum. 
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Hints for Success: Approach the class with a positive attitude. Keep in mind that many successful 
statisticians started off with bad cases of "stataphobia." Above all, DON’T PANIC. You can handle 
it if you give yourself and us a chance.  If you are facing some difficulty, come talk with me and I 
will help you see the large picture and formulate an action plan. (My job is as much strategic 
planner and cheerleader, as it is teacher J) 

• Begin working on homework assignments as soon as they are posted. If you wait until the 
day before an assignment is due to start working on it, you will not have adequate time to 
complete the assignment or to seek assistance should you need it. BTW – given the course 
structure for summer. some material needed to complete the assignments will be first taught 
the day before it is due. 

• Also, keep up with the homework assignments. Once you fall behind, it becomes almost 
impossible to catch up. Statistics is inherently cumulative; everything builds on what came 
before.  

• Use the problems in your textbook for extra practice. Solutions for odd-numbered problems 
are in the back of the book and, I have the answers for the evens, too – just ask. 

• Don’t wait until the last minute before reviewing for an exam.  You may need time to talk to 
us about things you thought you understood until you looked over your notes. 

• Keep photocopies of all written work you hand in. If an assignment is lost you will be 
expected to turn in another copy.  

• Study with your classmates. Share resources and ideas. You can learn more this way and 
help others to learn as well!  

• However, to do well in the exams, you need to train your ability to work independently. 
Work independently on the assignments BEFORE getting help from your friends or us.  
Please DON’T bring empty homework pages to office hours and expect to fill it in.  

• If you have a question, ask it! At least one of your classmates probably has a similar 
question and the whole class will benefit from your having done so ➝ If you don't 
understand a concept, keep asking questions until you do.  

• Finally, don’t think of statistics as something to suffer through for your degree.  Most of you 
will need to handle and interpret data in your future work.  Even if you don’t, there are times 
in life when you are skeptical about claims made by journalists, advertisers, even supposedly 
reputable researchers.  This course can make you an intelligent consumer of data rather than 
a passive recipient. 

 

 

 

*Note: If you have questions or concerns regarding the course, your education trajectory, graduate 
schools, future jobs, etc. please come see me. I am here as a  resource for you! (and remember, I 
once sat in your seat.) 


