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ABSTRACT

This qualitative-phenomenological study was conducted to find out the current
practices and learner-encountered challenges in the teaching of writing. The instrument used
was a researcher-made in-depth interview guide to ascertain the teachers’ current practices
in teaching writing and the challenges encountered by learners as bases for in-service training.
The findings of the study revealed that the teachers’ current practices in teaching writing are
as follows; shared writing, meaningful writing activities, outlined writing, and collaborative
writing. Findings further revealed that learners encountered challenges in the way their
teacher taught writing and these were the following: learners’ limited vocabulary and
grammar, limited time provided to accomplish a writing task, writing topics are difficult, and
teachers lack motivation. Teachers managed the challenges encountered by the learners in
the way their teacher taught writing by utilizing the following strategies: group learners
according to their academic performance, identify difficulties for intervention, teach the basic

parts of writing, and establish goals in writing.
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INTRODUCTION

In language learning, there are four macro-skills that one needs to develop and
master: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. As much as teachers want to deliver their
craft in their most desired and practiced strategies, these four integral parts of outputs in
language learning are not collectively realized.

The researcher found that among the four macro-skills that a learner desire to develop,
writing is often the most challenging and sometimes the most neglected. That challenge
among language teachers is highlighted in terms of an ideal result in teaching the language.

There are several reasons why this predicament has become a problem. It can be
either be a teacher factor, a time factor or learner factor. Whether as teacher or learner factor,
English is an international language that everyone should master and that the four facets of
learning the language must equally be developed. Therefore, mastery of the English language
is @ must in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Above all, the world’s most widely spoken
language is English (Moses & Mohamad, 2019).

In language learning, writing is as essential as the rest of the other macro-skills. Yet
in the past, writing was only done on pencil and paper but because the recent development

of learning, writing becomes a skill done on screen and keyboards on laptops or mobile
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phones. This has opened the gateway to digital writing. However, by embracing the novelty
brought about by change, does not mean that teachers will neglect the importance of teaching
the basic of writing to the learners since this will only back their dependence on the use of
technology in learning. This made the job of teachers more challenging since outputs
presented by learners are irreproachable since it is a product of computer generation.

This sudden change in the writing process has paved the way to the emergence of Al-
generated written outputs and it is one of the reasons why writing skill is less developed.
Likewise, it has become a great challenge since teachers can no longer extract appropriate
writing outputs from learners because of their dependence on technology.

The role of a teacher speaks so much in responding to this global issue. As facilitators
of learning, teachers should master the art of writing to reach the endpoint of producing job-
ready learners. Each area should be given careful consideration in order to achieve the greater
purpose of developing a language-equipped learner a learner who can listen, speak, read, and
write at any given situation.

As a secondary English teacher for twelve years, the researcher has observed that the
four macro-skills in learning English are equally given importance in the list of Most Essential
Learning Competencies (MELCs) but it is right to mention that writing is delivered and
evaluated less of the other three. This is the reason why the researcher was eager to ascertain
some of the factors affecting the less learning outcomes on writing. After knowing such
factors, an In-service Training program should be proposed to enhance teachers’ knowledge

on the delivery of learning, especially on the writing activity.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
Research Methodology

This chapter presents the research method, research design, participants in the study,
research instrument, data-gathering procedures, and data analyses employed in this study.
Research Method

The research method used in this study was descriptive research method using a
researcher-made In-depth Interview Guide for data gathering on the current practices of
English teachers in teaching writing.

Qualitative research investigates and delivers greater insights into real world
challenges. It collects people’s experiences, perceptions and behaviors (Tenny, 2022). In this
study, researcher gathered respondents’ perspective and experiences on teaching writing to
learners. These focused on the responses of English teachers of Binaliuan National High
School, Tigbauan, Iloilo, as they teach writing to learners; therefore, this study is suited for
qualitative research.

Research Design

This study utilized qualitative research design using phenomenological research
approach in determining the emerging themes.

Phenomenological research is a qualitative research method that aims to comprehend
and characterize the universal essence of a phenomenon. The technique analyzes the
everyday experiences of humans while suspending the researchers’ previous notions about

the phenomenon (H, 2023). And as further mentioned by Tassone (2017), phenomenology is
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a comprehensive and systematic approach to studying the structures of first-person lived
experiences.

With the use of an In-depth Interview guide, the researcher explained the nature of
teaching writing as experienced by English teachers in the field and the learners’ challenges
encountered in the way their teacher teaches writing. This was done through face-to-face
interview so that the participants would be allowed to answer freely and interviewer would
see reactions based on their emotions as they relate their difficulties in their experience in the
way they teach and learn writing.

Participants of the Study

The participants were the five (5) English teachers and twenty-five (25) learners of
Binaliuan National High School, Tigbauan, Iloilo.

The selection of the participants was based on the strategy called purposeful selection.
This is a selective approach in which a specific place, people, or activities are deliberately
selected in order to offer knowledge that cannot be obtained through any other means (Burns,
2009).

Sampling Design

This sampling procedure is crucial because it strengthens the representativeness of
the sample and generalizability of research findings. One of the probability sampling methods
is convenience sampling where participants are chosen from the target demographic based

on ease of access (Golzar, et al. 2022)
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The sampling was done through consideration of the available population. Since the
researcher is connected to all the English teachers and learners of Binaliuan National High
School where she is currently working, this type of sampling is convenient. The five (5)
teachers were chosen by the researcher using the criteria set at the beginning of the study
which were: should be English Teacher and learners of Binaliuan National High School.
Research Instrument

The research instrument was a researcher-made In-depth Interview guide that focused
on the specific questions and objectives of the study.

The responses of the participants were the teachers’ current practices and how they
managed the challenges encountered by learners in writing and the learners’ challenges
encountered in the way their teacher teaches writing.

Validity of the Research Instrument

For the validity of the instrument, it was checked and revised and validated by the
adviser. Then it underwent validation by a panel of experts in English and research. This was
printed first for checking of the content and face value. Revisions were done and once
approved and validated, it was printed and distributed to the respondents during the face-to-
face interview.

Data Gathering Procedures
On the onset of the conduct of the study, communication letters were sent to all the

concern. First, a letter was sent to the Schools Division Superintendent, then to the Public
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Schools District Supervisor of the Schools District of Tigbauan, and to the school head of
Binaliuan National High School. This was a formal request for permission to conduct the study.

The interview guide questions had two parts. Part I was getting a short profile of the
participants. Part II contained the major questions related to the study, focusing on the
teachers’ current practices in teaching writing and on how they managed the challenges
encountered by learners in the way they teach writing, and the learners’ challenges
encountered in the way their teacher teach writing.
Data Analyses

The data gathered was analyzed using thematic approach. Thematic analysis is
described as “a qualitative analytic method for identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns
(themes) within the data (Braun, et al., n.d.).

Thematic analysis is the process of detecting patterns and themes in qualitative data.
According to Braun and Clarke (2006), it is the first qualitative method to be learned (Naeem,

et. al., 2023).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
This study aimed at determining teachers’ current practices in teaching writing and
challenges encountered by learners as bases for In-service Training to be proposed as a result
of this study.
This qualitative research involved five English Teachers and 25 learners of Binaliuan

National High School both from Junior High School and Senior High School.
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The instrument used was a researcher-made In-depth Interview guide to ascertain the
teachers’ current practices in teaching writing and the challenges encountered by learners as
bases for In-service Training program. This instrument underwent validation from qualitied
experts.

Furthermore, to analyze the responses of the participants, the researcher used
thematic analysis. Data were organized and relevant themes were selected and coded.

The findings of the study revealed that the teachers’ current practices in teaching
writing were as follows shared writing, meaningful writing activities, outlined writing, and
collaborative writing.

Findings further revealed that learners encountered challenges in the way their teacher
teaches writing and these are the following: learners’ limited vocabulary and grammar, limited
time provided to accomplish a writing task, writing topics are difficult, and teachers lack
motivation.

Teachers managed the challenges encountered by learners in the way their teacher
teaches writing by utilizing the following strategies: group learners according to their academic
performance, identify difficulties for intervention, teach the basic parts of writing, and
establish goals in writing.

In-service Training program was proposed as a result of the study.

Based on the findings, the following insights were drawn:

Findings showed that teacher’s current practices included shared writing, meaningful

writing activities, outlined writing, and collaborative writing. The learners’ challenges were:
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limited vocabulary, limited time provided to accomplish writing tasks, writing topics are
difficult, and teachers lack motivation. The teachers manage the challenges by doing the
following: group learners according to academic performance, identify difficulties for
intervention, teach the basic part of writing, and establish goals for writing.

However, because of the various needs of learners, the strategies that teachers are
currently using are not all the time effective. This generation of learners has needs that only
a teacher who is equipped with teaching writing strategies could handle. With this variety of
challenges encountered by teachers and learners as found in this study, an In-service Training
Program was formulated to enhance and equip teachers’ skill in teaching writing to learners.

It was pointed out that teachers become a factor on the learning and unlearning of
learners.

In this study, due to teachers lack of motivation given to learners before writing,
learners are at the same time unmotivated to write.

In addition, the responses of the learners in this study bluntly convey how serious
learning gaps could actually disrupt the successful delivery of learning competencies in the
teaching and learning process.

Therefore, equipping stage 3 learners with grammar and vocabulary skills is a must
because this will affect their confidence in developing the most of the learning competencies
prescribed by the Department.

One unswerving reality that a learner’s need must be identified for proper intervention

is unfeasible. Classroom set-up and crowding of the list of competencies to be learned do not
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allow this. MELCs are too many for the learners to achieve, thus compromising the quality of
learning due to the limited time allotted to accomplish the needed tasks.

Since one size-fits-all belief is impossible, teachers might be “beating around the bush”
in the delivery of teaching especially in carrying out a competency in writing. This means that

while efforts in teaching are exerted, yet they are wasted.

CONCLUSION
In light of the findings and insights in the study, the following recommendations are

forwarded:

Learners must take extra effort in improving their grammar and vocabulary for them

to cope with the needs for a competent writer.

Teachers must innovate in the implementation of their teaching strategies in order to
address the totality of the learners’ needs. This might be challenging on their part due to time
constraint, but as facilitators of learning, they should consider that every child is a learner and
no one should be left behind in the teaching and learning process. Therefore, strategies should

be varied and differentiated that would target every need of the child.

School heads must revisit the training matrix to include innovation of teaching
strategies in the accomplishment of the competencies in writing. This must be partnered by

the Department of Education’s Curriculum Implementors by designing trainings fitted to the
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needs of the teachers for them to deliver quality, equitable and complete basic education to

the learners.

Appropriate training programs must be provided to address the needs of the teachers
in carrying out writing task in the classroom. This training program must be instigated for

teachers’ benefits.
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