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Happy February!
Yes, I say it is. Otherwise I will succumb to the everlasting grayness of a Pacif ic
Northwest February. I will post images below so you understand my February
world. Yes, they are in black and white; if  they were in color they still would look
black and white. I am curious - how do you get through the winter doldrums?
Send over your ideas and advice and I'll share it in the next newsletter.

On the writing front, though, I am happy to say the f inal edits of THE DECEPTION
have been turned in and now the marketing team takes over designing the
cover and creating marketing materials. All of  which I will share with you as I get
them. Plus, I'm trying to recreate a Pepper's Ghost effect with my phone and
pieces of glass - I'll update you on any progress.

I had the great pleasure of speaking at  T racy Skuce's "Write Your First (or
Next) Book" conf erence on how to Organize Your Creativity. It was a super
event with loads of great advice from authors.

Now, my focus pivots to the next book to write. This one, tentatively titled
"Fragile Things" is inspired by a true crime that occurred in the 1870s in
Connecticut. I am researching now and laying out all the suspects and motives.
In real life, the main suspect was acquitted. So who possibly did it? 

This month's gallery shows...February. And a note of what I feel of the month.

Our Author Interview is with Southern Gothic writer Robert Gwaltney. His debut
release, THE CICADA TREE, is stunning - I absolutely loved this book and its
gorgeous language and strange tale. And he has generously recorded himself
reading the opening minutes of  the book exclusively for us - you have to
hear him read this. Trust me. It's two minutes of awesome. He is also giving
away a personalized signed f irst edition - so make sure to click giveaway
button right below the interview.

I've included a link to a fun interview I did with Tracey Phillips of Blackbird
Writers. We talk crime and research and writing historical f iction. I hope you give
it a listen.
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https://www.kimtaylorblakemore.com/


Author Interview: Robert Gwaltney

Some things are meant to burn...

I am sooo excited to introduce you to
Robert Gwaltney and his astounding
debut novel THE CICADA TREE. It's a
stunning southern gothic that is
almost impossible to put down

I am lucky to call Robert a friend - in
addition to being a terrif ic wordsmith,
he is a generous, kind, and big-
hearted. I am blessed to have him in
my life. So, let's get right into the
interview so you can get a chance to
meet and know Robert, too.

T ell us about your latest book and
when it  releases.



The Cicada Tree is a work of f iction in
the Southern Gothic tradition with
elements of magical realism. The
story takes place in Providence
Georgia during the summer of 1956,
and is told from the perspective of
Analeise Newell, an eleven-year-old
whiskey drinking, piano prodigy.

During a visit to Mistletoe, a plantation
owned by the wealthy Mayfield
family, Analeise encounters Cordelia
Mayfield and her daughter, Marlissa,
both of whom possess an
otherworldly beauty known as “that
Mayfield Shine.” Obsession takes hold
of Analeise, setting her on a path of
dangerous games and manipulation—
ultimately igniting a cataclysmic
plague of cicadas.

What's your writing process?

It mostly consists of wailing and the gnashing of teeth—long hours spent
sprawled upon a swooning couch.

All joking aside, the genesis of my stories seems to be character. They begin
with a fascinating individual whispering in my ear, demanding my attention.
From there, we go on a series of dates where I ask them provocative questions.
A great intimacy develops. They tell me secrets. They introduce me to those
they love and those who might betray them. The edges of plot and a story-
universe materialize. And from there, I begin to ask, “what if?”

Before I begin writing, I always know, or think I know the beginning, middle, and
end. It is within the between places that I listen to the characters. Together we
figure out how to connect one scene to the other. And in the midst of all of
this, there are candles, comfortable sweat pants, and the drinking of dark roast
coffee.

Are there themes you like to explore in your books?

I tend to be drawn to obsession and disillusionment and lost opportunity. And
the internal reconciliation of the simultaneous existence of good and bad
within folks. Also, people with extraordinary abilities seem to be explored in my
imaginary worlds. I’m still a boy who wishes he could f ly.

Do you listen to music while you write?

Absolutely. Music plays a critical role in my writing process and serves as
inspiration for the pacing of my story telling. I am partial to classical music and
movie scores. Popular music during the time my stories take place also
supports the process. Music is a time machine. It is a conduit for memory and a
great manipulator of emotion.

What's your f avorite genre to read?

I have diverse tastes in literature, but if  picking a favorite to read, it would have
to be what I love to write: southern f iction.

https://www.amazon.com/Cicada-Tree-Robert-Gwaltney/dp/1952439248


What are you reading right now?

The Fortunate Ones by Ed Tarkington.

What's the next project and when can we expect it?

I’m at a crossroads, deciding which of two projects to move forward. The
working titles are In That Quiet Earth and Sing Down The Moon. My goal for
completing the selected project is December 2022.

Order Now

Bio:

A graduate of Florida State University,
Robert Gwaltney resides in Atlanta,
Georgia. By day, he serves as Vice
President of Easter Seals North
Georgia, Inc., a non-profit
organization that strengthens
children and their families during the
most critical times in their
development. Through his non-profit
work, he is a champion for early
childhood literacy. Robert also serves
as Fiction Editor for The Blue Mountain
Review. In all the hours between, he
writes. The Cicada Tree is his debut
novel.

Links:

www.robertlgwaltney.com

@RobertGwaltney | Linktree

Listen to Robert Read The Cicada Tree Opening

Signed First Edition

Giveaway!

https://www.amazon.com/Cicada-Tree-Robert-Gwaltney/dp/1952439248
http://www.robertlgwaltney.com/
https://linktr.ee/RobertGwaltney?fbclid=IwAR1U5_iaMYig1rnr2JkZ1pORChFh6wuQUeqLoqlQbs0pv0joTs72D5EntrU
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ehljn4czv6bdk9l/The%20Cicada%20Tree%20Opening.m4a?dl=0


Enter this giveaway that is only available to you wonderful subscribers for a
chance to win a signed copy of Robert's new book.

Enter Now

In Case You Missed It

In Conversation with Tracey S.
Phillips of Blackbird Writers

I had a blast talking crime, historical
thrillers, research and all about After
Alice Fell with Tracey. 

Watch Here

https://blackbirdwriters.com/author-interviews/
https://kingsumo.com/g/eqmwo4/signed-paperback-of-the-cicada-tree
https://kingsumo.com/g/eqmwo4/signed-paperback-of-the-cicada-tree
https://blackbirdwriters.com/author-interviews/
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Thanks so much! Wishing you all a spectacular day 

and see you next month!

Happy Reading and Writing -

Kim

Kim T aylor Blakemore
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