
MIT Global Entrepreneurship Bootcamp
 MIT Global Entrepreneurship Bootcamp (MIT GEB) is an initiative by Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston, USA to create 
a new entrepreneurial ecosystem by connecting entrepreneurs across the globe. For the year 2016, Class 3 was held in Gangnam 
District, Seoul, South Korea where in nearly 75 bootcampers from 35 different countries participated. Before going to the bootcamp, 
each participant created introductory video clip of 1-2 minutes about their home land, their hobbies and their passion and posted 
YouTube link over the Facebook group. As a prerequisite, we had to pursue the courses ‘Entrepreneurship 101: Who is your Customer?’ 
and ‘Entrepreneurship 102: What can you do for your Customer?’ on edX and go through four books related to entrepreneurship 
as pre-reads. It was a great learning experience I ever had before. It was highly intensive programme, like a military training where 
bootcampers worked 19-20 hours a day. Still, it was an immense feeling to have the same positive energy-enthusiasm lasting for the 
whole week and one never felt tired or sleepy. It started with the networking event for icebreaking where participants interacted with 
each other about their areas of interest and shared their experience. 

The programme had three major components. Firstly, the sessions aiming at learning fundamentals of Disciplined Entrepreneurship 
conducted by Elaine Chen (Senior Lecturer at MIT Sloan School of Management) and Bill Aulet (Managing Director at Martin Trust 
Center for MIT Entrepreneurship). These sessions included the ingredients for effective team and leadership skills, identifying windows 
of opportunity, formulating appropriate problem hypothesis, market research, customer discovery and segmentation, solution 
formulation, business plan and revenue generation, competitive advantages, sustainability etc. Secondly, there were several talks 
by various entrepreneurs and alumni about how they started their entrepreneurial journey to develop their ventures as successful 
businesses. Also, the Guest Speaker series – Dr. Rodney Brooks (Former Director of MIT Artificial Intelligence Lab), Charles Fine 
(President, Asia Business School, in collaboration with MIT Sloan school of Management), Douglas Hwang (Director of Product, 
Comixology, acquired by Amazon) were quite insightful and enjoyable. 

Lastly, the project component, incorporating a team brainstorming exercise applying all 24-steps for Disciplined Entrepreneurship 
to the product of our own choice. The team formation process was based on the skills, interests of people along with the results of 
psychometric test conducted namely ‘H4 Profile’. It was really a great learning with fun exercises, which included interaction with local 
people of a non-English speaking country, interviewing potential customers at 1:30 AM in the night at subway station and what not! 
On the last day, we were asked to pitch the developed product in front of investors and learnt the fund-raising techniques. We as a team 
presented the idea of creating the simplest wearable device without fancy-techy things that can help to monitor the medical conditions 
for the elderly people leaving alone which essentially does not give them the feeling that they are continuously being monitored by some 
device. However, such monitoring and analysis will be done by their care takers. 

Other activities included Korea Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Tour to get acquainted with Korea’s startup culture and to interact with 
other incubators at Campus Seoul – A Google Space, Maru180, D.CAMP and Born2Global. They demonstrate best user experience 
for workspace design. In parallel, Fireside Chats were arranged that were like group discussion cum one-to-one guidance sessions 
on the topics like What is best for me – Start-up or Corporate job, Entrepreneurial strategy: Choosing the right problem to solve, 
Entrepreneurship opportunities in education, Product Development: from Hacking to Quality product etc. 
I would summarize MIT GEB as an event wherein experienced entrepreneurs and guest speakers shared their insights, friendly mentors 
narrated their own journey to struggle, interaction with subset of highly motivated people across the world and a pretty serious 
interdisciplinary teamwork! 

It was just unforgettable, wonderful week and a lifelong experience....!!
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