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Reflections on the President’s
Visit to Vietnam

By John McAuliff

The trip to Vietnam in November by President Bill and Senator-
elect Hillary Clinton will be seen by historians as the fitting
conclusion of an unprecedented eight year process of post-war
reconciliation.

While the Florida election controversy diminished the visit’s impact
on US public opinion, the welcome extended by Vietnam’s
government and people was remarkable and warm. If the Bush
Administration follows through on the spirit and the substance of
Bill and Hillary Clinton’s visit, the trip will have created the
foundation for a far-reaching and enduring bilateral relationship.

I timed my fall visit to Vietnam to overlap with the Clintons’.  Susan
Hammond, FRD’s Deputy Director, and I were able to attend several
semi-public events and observed the impact of the visit through the
eyes of people on the street and Vietnamese friends.

Simply listing the schedule of meetings, speeches, briefings and
interviews which took place during three days suggests not only the
seriousness with which the Clintons took their visit, but also the
extraordinary preparations made by Vietnamese ministries,
Ambassador Pete Peterson, Embassy staff and White House advance
people. The full texts of speeches and interviews are available on
the Embassy web site.   http://usembassy.state.gov/vietnam.  News
articles and pictures can be found on the web site of the US-Vietnam
Trade Council www.usvtc.org.

Cuba and the Agricultural
Appropriations Bill:

 A Victory That Was Lost

Congressional action regarding Cuba for the 2000 session reached
a conclusion, amid great controversy.  On October 5, the agricultural
appropriations conference committee voted to allow the first US
sales of food and medicine to the Cuban government in nearly 40
years, but the bill prohibits the extension of both US government
and private US financing to Cuba for its purchases. Sales to Cuba
would be on a cash-only basis, or with financing and credits arranged
through third-country banks. Very significantly, the bill also
prohibits future expansion of the categories of US citizens allowed
to travel to Cuba by codifying into law the current travel restrictions,
taking away the power of the President to modify these travel
restrictions. (The sale of medicine to Cuba has already technically
been legal, but with strict licensing provisions and end-use
monitoring.)

Earlier votes in both the House and Senate on sanctions imposed
on Cuba were overwhelming victories in favor of a positive change
in US policy towards Cuba, though those victories were stolen in
backroom deals among Republican leaders and in the conference
committee maneuvering. The will of a few members of Congress
with special interests and with power have subverted and overturned
the will of the majority.
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President Clinton speaks at an exhibit on landmines and unexploded ordnance
    (from left) Vu Xuan Hong, President Clinton, Ambassador Le Van Bang
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A Message to Our Readers…A Message to Our Readers…A Message to Our Readers…A Message to Our Readers…A Message to Our Readers…
This is the last issue of InterchangeInterchangeInterchangeInterchangeInterchange for calendar year 2000.  We hope you find the evolving format useful.

InterchangeInterchangeInterchangeInterchangeInterchange, like the Fund for Reconciliation and Development, seeks not only to further our own programs
with Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and Cuba, but also to serve as a resource for the wider community of not-
for-profit organizations working with these four countries—and for others who share our interest.

FRD’s ability to play such an unusual role relies largely on you.   We welcome articles, letters and photos
about your work; about related social, economic and cultural development issues; and about the special
relationship between the US and its former and current adversaries.

We also welcome your financial help, and suggest a minimum contribution of $10 at the turn of the year
to cover a subscription to Interchange.  Pictured In the centerfold are various tokens of appreciation for
larger donations.

People who did not receive a copy of Interchangenterchangenterchangenterchangenterchange in the fall are on our inactive list.     Unless we hear from
you now, you won’t receive the next issue in March.  Please use the form on the back page to rejoin (or
continue with) this network, and indicate if we should send a copy of last September’s double issue.

FRD’s year 2000 included a January visit to Cuba to meet local NGOs; programs in Washington and New
York in April for the 25th anniversary of peace in Vietnam; special trips to Vietnam in April for their
celebration of the end of the war, in July for the 5th anniversary of diplomatic relations, and in November
for the Clinton visit; regular travel to Laos and Cambodia; our second dinner for the three Ministers from
Indochina in September; and much ongoing preparation for next June’s conference in Vientiane of the
Forum on Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam.

Our best wishes for the New Year, both Western and Asian.

Interchange
John McAuliff Editor-in-Chief

Zachary Berman Managing Editor
published quarterly by the

Fund for Reconciliation and Development
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 727, New York, NY 10115

usindo@igc.org       http://www.usirp.org        http://uscuba.home.igc.org
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Mission Statement:

The Fund for Reconciliation and Development (FRD) began in 1985 as the US-Indochina Reconciliation Project (USIRP).  It
devolved from a program of the American Friends Service Committee established in 1972.  FRD was the first American non-
governmental organization (NGO) devoted solely to normal diplomatic, economic and cultural relations with Indochina and
expanded its work to include Cuba in 1999.  FRD carries out its own programs of cultural and educational exchange and
humanitarian assistance.  It also facilitates communication and cooperation between private business, NGOs, foundations and
educational institutions interested in the region by publishing the quarterly newsletter Interchange  and by organizing national
and international meetings.  FRD funding comes from foundations, US and European government agencies, international
organizations, and private dontions.
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what the dinner is all about, a “working dinner,” Vietnam’s Foreign
Minister called it, but if there was more electricity in the air than
usual it may have been because in the long process of
reconciliation in which this growing community is involved, a
time of troubles has been largely left behind.

For all three ministers who addressed the guests—after
introductory remarks from Chase’s Carter Booth, Oxfam
America’s Raymond Offenhieser and FRD’s John McAuliff—
the principle trouble was the financial crisis that shook Asian
markets in the late 1990s.  Cambodia’s  Foreign Minister Nam
Hong, however, speaking first, celebrated progress on two fronts:
economic and political.  “In 1999 [Cambodia’s] GDP growth
rose to 4.3% after plummeting to 1% in 1997 and 1998,” he said;
adding that inflation rates have fallen to almost nothing after rising
to 12.6% in 1998.  Exports have increased 22% thanks mainly to
Cambodia’s growing garment industry, which benefits from the
Generalized System of Preferences(GSP) and Normal Trade
Relations status with the US, EU, Japan, Canada and Australia.

The minister stated that the Royal Government’s “Political
Program” has contributed to this growth, as well as to the
“unprecedented peace and stability” which has “prevailed in the
past 22 months” (that is, since the formation of the present
coalition government in November 1998).  Cambodia’s “strategic
motto,” he said, mixing economic and political goals, is “poverty
reduction through high economic growth and social equity over
the long term.”

To reach these goals, Cambodia has accorded priority to the
development of six sectors: agriculture, physical infrastructure,
electrical power supply, human resource development, light
industries, and tourism.  To achieve success in the first, he noted,
the government faces “the daunting task [of] provid[ing] irrigation
services to farmers.”

Cambodia’s Foreign Minister
made clear that his government
looks to private investment as
the chief means for developing
the country and alleviating
poverty.  To this end Phnom
Penh is moving aggressively to
remove the impediments to
[foreign] investments…The
Law of Investment of
Cambodia,” he pointed out, “is
the most liberal one in the
region.”

Laos’s Minister, HE Soubanh
Srithirath, announced that on
December 2, 2000, the Lao

There was a certain buzz to this get-together of Excellencies from
Indochina with Ladies and Gentlemen from America.  You could
hear it in the excited hum of voices rising from the hangar-like
dining room which the Chase Manhattan Bank made available
for the Fund for Reconciliation and Development’s second annual
dinner with Ministers of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam.

The event, which took place in New York on September 18, was
coordinated by the Fund for Reconciliation and Development
and co-sponsored by Aid to Southeast Asia, the America Chamber
of Commerce (Vietnam), the Asia Society, the Chase Manhattan
Bank, Church World Service and Witness,  Institute of
International Education, Oxfam America, US-Vietnam Trade
Council, and Vietnam Veterans of America.  Cambodian, Laotian
and Vietnamese cuisine was provided by area restaurants; the
embroidered napery came from Lao Cotton.

For a great many present, the gathering was a reunion.  Laos’
Minister to the Office of the President Soubanh Srithirath struck
a common chord when he said over dinner: “This is the second
year that we meet, and I am happy to see American
friends…again.”  The “friends” included some 127 people from
the business world, foundations, universities, non-governmental
aid and development organizations.  Among the additional 36
special guests from Indochina were the three Permanent
Representatives to the UN: HE Ouch Borith, Cambodia; HE
Alounkeo Kittikhoun, Laos; HE Nguyen Thanh Chau, Vietnam;
along with the Ambassadors to the US: HE Eng Roland,
Cambodia; HE Vang Rattanavong, Laos; HE Le Van Bang,
Vietnam, and HE Nguyen Tam Chien, Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Vietnam; all of whom were in town (together with the
Ministers) for UN meetings.

The presence of so many high-level government officials offered
both friends and newcomers a chance to talk outside channels
about a host of projects and issues of mutual interest.  This is

(from left) Cambodian Ambassador to the UN Ouch Borith, Cambodian Minister Hor Nam Hong, unidentified
participant, Cambodian Ambassador to the US Eng Roland                       [dinner photos by Harry Frazer]

Second Ministers Dinner Held in NY
By Carol Brightman
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currency.  The government moved to reduce import consumption
and increase domestic production through encouraging
investment in agriculture.  Consequently, inflation was lowered
from 120% in 1997 to 10% in August 2000, and the exchange
rate remains stable.

Meanwhile, Laos, which prides itself on maintaining its
“tranquility” in the wake of a devastating war, has recently faced
troubles of a different order.  Several bomb explosions in
Vientiane this summer seemed aimed at shattering the peaceful
prospects of “Visit Laos Year,” a year-long tourism promotion in
which the government had set great store.  In an armed raid on a
customs post in southern Laos involving some 30 to 60 men, six
raiders were killed; the survivors fled back to Thailand where 28
were arrested, including both Lao and Thai nationals.  Mr.
Srithirath referred in a general way to these “unprecedented
mishaps,” whose importance, he suggested, was “exaggerated”
in the foreign media.

Addressing US-Lao relations, the Minister reported mixed
progress.  Like Vietnam Laos has shown its goodwill by
cooperating with the U.S. in the search for American MIAs, with
the result that 142 remains have been identified and repatriated
to the United States.  Lao-US cooperation in the control of opium
production and trafficking has expanded; and Mr. Srithirath noted
that the Drug Enforcement Administration has established a
Permanent Office in Vientiane.

The American business community, which has invested $1.5
billion in Laos (making it the second largest investor after
Thailand), was thanked for the “tangible contribution” it has made
to Laos’s economic development.  But the US government, which
initialed a trade agreement in mid-1997, and has taken no further
steps toward normalizing trade relations, was chided for slowing
down bilateral relations.  Symbolic of this “uneven interaction”

PDR will commemorate the 25th Anniversary of its founding.
The year 1986, when the government reoriented its economic
development strategy from “centrally planned to a market based
economy,” was, he said, the turning point in its efforts to achieve
national reconstruction and the eradication of poverty.

Since then, and especially in the first half of the 1990s, several
important gains were made.  The road linking north and south
was constructed; the airports in Vientiane and Louang Prabang
were upgraded to international standard; two major bridges
crossing the Mekong River were built, and construction of a third
is about to begin.  Altogether, Mr. Srithirath said, this
transportation network will transform Laos from a “landlocked
into a land-linked country.”

Over the same 25 years, the Lao PDR has constructed a number
of hydropower stations.  With foreign investors from France,
Thailand, and Italy, and with the World Bank as guarantor, the
government will soon begin construction of Nam Theun II, the
largest station to date.  In agriculture, Laos’s outstanding
achievement occurred this year when the nation became self-
sufficient in rice production.

Despite these gains, the Minister spoke candidly of the adverse
effects of the region’s financial crisis on Laos’ fragile economy.
Foreign investment, mainly from Laos’ principal trading partner,
Thailand, dropped precipitously, leading to drastic increases in
both inflation and the trade deficit, and a severely depreciated

Carter Booth, Managing Director of Chase Manhattan Bank & Michael Horowitz

Vietnamese Minister Nguyen Dy Nien

“I am pleased to inform you that the Lao PDR will host the 10th

Conference of the Forum on Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam in
mid-2001 in Vientiane.  The objective of the Forum will
certainly focus on the issue of development and poverty
eradication.  In cooperation with the Fund for Reconciliation
and Development, we have started the preparatory process to
make this conference a successful event.”

—HE Soubanh Srithirath, Minister to the Office of the President



5 Interchange    Vol 10:3  December 2000

is the fact that the appointment of a new US
Ambassador has been delayed since June
1999.

Minister Srindihith concluded by commending
NGOs for their special contribution to the
process of development and poverty
eradication.  Because “NGOs have an ability
to penetrate the inner circle of social
communities,” he said, “they are in a better
position to understand the conditions and the
needs of poor people.”

Vietnam’s Foreign Minister, HE Nguyen Dy
Nien, gave an upbeat account, first, of the
country’s social and economic achievements
since the Doi Moi process began 15 years ago,
and second, of its efforts to tide over the effects
of the recent financial-monetary crisis.  Mr.
Nien noted that from a country in constant food
shortage, Vietnam has now become a major
rice exporter.

Like the previous speakers, he stressed the importance of
maintaining “socio-political stability” and “security.”  Unlike them
(but like the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 45 years ago) he
identified his country’s present “target” as “national
industrialization,” to be achieved in two decades.

While pursuing an “independent foreign policy of diversification
and multilateralization,” Vietnam, he said, attaches special
importance to relations with the United States, and particularly
to “economic-commercial ties, which serve as the long-
term…foundation for relations between the two countries.”  Hence
the significance of the Bilateral Trade Agreement signed in July,
which remains to be ratified by the US Congress.

The Minister ended with requests for assistance in two areas.
Speaking of the millions of Vietnamese who still suffer the effects
of the mass use of toxic chemicals during the war, he thanked US
NGOs for “their concern about and initial assistance to the Agent
Orange victims,” and hoped that they would continue to increase
their humanitarian activities in the future.

Speaking frankly of Vietnam’s need to update antiquated
educational facilities, Mr. Nien called on “governments,
international and non-governmental organizations, scientists and
donors to give assistance to improve facilities for universities,
colleges and schools, setting up cooperative programs on
education and training with Vietnam, including with Vietnamese
universities directly.”

The dinners and conferences organized by FRD alert an influential
constituency of Americans involved in the welfare of the region
to the political tasks before them: the need to get the trade
agreements with Vietnam and Laos through Congress; to finance
the higher education of children of Embassy and Mission staff;

to mobilize funds for flood control in the Mekong basin,
such as the $200,000 commitment announced by Oxfam’s
president Ray Offenheiser.

These are largely regional matters in which development,
cooperation, and reconciliation are all involved—not only
between Americans and Indochinese but among the
countries themselves.  Behind that buzz, what’s happening
at these gatherings, I think, is the furthering of a regional
consciousness, one which coexists with respect for the
independence and sovereignty of states who have suffered
the whip of colonialism and invasion both.  Not a new idea,
this regionalism of comrades, but in the context of
globalization (“the economic equivalent of a force of
nature,” Clinton said in Hanoi), one whose time is ripe.

Author Carol Brightman edited VIET-REPORT in the ‘60s
and visited North Vietnam in 1967.  She has returned twice
in recent years, and participated in the Viet Minh-OSS
reunions in Hanoi  and New York.  She can be reached at
cbright@gwi.net.

Full text of Ministers Speeches available from FRD for $1
each or on our website www.usirp.org.

Mary Byrne McDonnell, Social Science Research Council; Lao Minister Soubanh Srithirath;
Tara McAuliff FRD Corporate Liaison

The dinner was made possible by support from the Chase
Manhattan Bank as well as from Angkor Trading (importer
of Angkor Beer), H.C. Foods (importer of Beer Lao), Maureen
Flanagan Charitable Gifts Fund, Pepsicola International,
Wickham Fruit Farm, Lieb Cellars, Peconic Bay Winery,
Ternhaven Cellars and received assistance from the Ford
Foundation, New York Life, Operation USA and the Long
Island Wine Bureau.  Food was provided by Cambodian
Cuisine, Mangez Avec Moi and Saigon Gourmet.
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C A M B O D I A

NGO Profile: Tabitha -Cambodia
House 26, Street 294

P.O. Box 2361
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel/Fax: 855-23-721038

email: tabitha@forum.org.kh

Tabitha - Cambodia is a non-profit, Christian
organization that enables the poorest of the poor in
Cambodia to recognize and develop inherent skills and
resources that result in a measurable and visible
improvement in their lifestyle.

The program focuses on micro-enterprise and
community development initiated through small business
and cottage industry projects. Tabitha-Cambodia
provides capital through loans with a ten-week
repayment period.

The “Small Business Enterprise Project”  provides
small, no-interest, revolving loans  to assist  participants
in building and sustaining a successful business. The
loan repayment schedule is set at a specific and
affordable rate that is repaid on a weekly basis.

The objective of  the “Cottage Industry Program”  is to
provide long-term employment at a fair, piece-rate wage
through production of marketable goods.  The workers
are paid a weekly income based on work completed in
their homes.

In support groups of ten, workers are placed into a
“dream cycle” which encourages them to “dream” of
creating their own business and taking charge of their
own lives.   Participants work in groups, reviewing
proposals, writing contracts, and monitoring progress.
This approach  fosters community responsibility and
provides encouragement  to fulfill individual and
collective “dreams.”

Flood Report

According to the International Federation of the Red Cross this
year’s floods caused 338 deaths and affected more than 3 million
people (700,121 families) in Cambodia.  Hundreds of thousands
had to be evacuated to higher ground and have been living for
the past 3-4 months in makeshift tents on top of dykes and roads.

Preliminary estimates of the Royal Government of Cambodia
put the damage to infrastructure at $97 million, and the
Cambodian National Committee for Disaster Management
estimates that over 378,613 hectares of crops have been damaged
or destroyed, a loss of more than $63 million.   The ADB, taking
into account the flood damage, recently lowered Cambodia’s
growth rate for 2000 from 5% to 4% .  Other economists have
predicted that the floods will have a serious impact on
Cambodia’s efforts of poverty alleviation and economic growth
for the next few years.

Janne Riske, Director of  Tabitha - Cambodia, writes about their
efforts to provide flood relief for some of the families that Tabitha
has been working with over the years. She reports that 2500
families (20,000 people) out of the 3200 families that Tabitha
works with were affected by the floods.

27 October 2000: Yesterday I went to Prey Veng with my staff
Heng and Hang down Highway 1, literally the highest point in
the surrounding countryside. At first, we traveled by car.  The
waters had stopped lapping the highway.  Now it just lay a few
feet away. The surrounding countryside was denuded of its
greenery, allowing us to see the hidden poverty of so many people.
Then the highway came to an abrupt end, the flood waters had
gouged a hole. It was a short boat ride past the gaping hole where
military engineers were working on installing a makeshift bridge.
This procedure was repeated several times before we reached
the mighty Mekong River.

We needed to see several hundred families so went into the boat
which grounded in the shallow waters;  out of the boat into muck
and water.  The stench was unbelievable  and we came face to
face with hunger. The families were isolated, frightened, cold
and hungry, house after house, no bigger than several meters
tottering on water soaked sticks, walls broken, roofs with gaping
holes, bamboo floors where much of the bamboo had rotted away.
Children, parents and grandparents, struggling in small spaces,
struggling to eat each day. We gave loans to 30 of our families.
They needed to buy thatch to repair their homes. For the others,
it was a time of waiting yet another week for the waters to recede.
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L A O S

LAOS

Susan Hammond, Deputy Director of FRD, is currently living in
Laos preparing for the tenth Forum Conference.

This year I was able to witness both the 25th Anniversary of the
end of the war in Vietnam and the 25th National Day of the Lao
PDR. Hundreds of foreign journalists came to Vietnam for the
25th anniversary last April. Newspapers, magazines and television
from around the world focused on Vietnam for several weeks in
April and for the most part filed stories that gave an accurate
picture of contemporary Vietnam and the progress made since
the end of the war.

The huge media coverage of Vietnam was in sharp contrast to
the coverage of the 25th Anniversary of the Lao PDR’s National
Day on December 2nd in effect the end of its portion of the second
Indochina War.  Very few foreign journalists traveled to Laos
for the events and most of those that did filed stories that can be
described at the very least as exaggerations of actual events.

I was in Vientiane for the on December 2. No one was certain
whether the day would pass by quietly or someone would take
advantage of the date and media coverage by setting off another
explosion. The Lao government took the necessary precautions
by putting extra police in front of government buildings and on
the major avenues. The foreign press made the city sound as if it
was under tight police control with roadblocks on major streets.
However, thousands of Vientiane citizens were able to get by
these roadblocks to view the parade from outside of the parade
grounds.

The morning began with a speech by President Khamtay
Siphandone followed by a parade at That Luang square. Though
this was an invitation only event and the viewing stands were
reserved for government officials, members of the diplomatic
community and other VIPs, the participants in the parade
represented all sectors of Lao society.

Unfortunately, I had
not learned the start
time of the parade,
which was 6:30 a.m.,
so did not go up to the
parade grounds and
witness the events
myself. However, I
did get to see the
parade on television
along with the rest of

the nation. Some expatriate friends were able to cycle through
the roadblocks to That Luang and were able to get up rather
close to the parade  grounds. They commented that the press
reports did not seem to describe the same event they saw.

An AFP reporter described having to go through a “careful bag
and body searches” however an expatriate witness as well as
Evegny Belenky, a Bangkok-based Russian correspondent, stated
that the search was a light pat-down conducted not by a policeman
but by a youth volunteer from the Lao Youth Union.

An AP reporter commented on the “goose-stepping soldiers”.
However, he did not mention the hundreds of women walking by
in beautiful Lao skirts, (rather hard to goose-step in), ethnic
minorities in traditional costumes, war veterans, men and women
performing traditional dances, acrobats performing on tricks high
above the ground on a crane, and thousands of representatives of
ministries and government organizations walking behind floats
depicting achievements in Laos over the past 25 years.  All
together more than 100,000 citizens participated in the parade.

The foreign press commented rather disparagingly on the ‘Soviet
style’ of the parade but as Evegeny Belenky mentions in is op-ed
piece in the Bangkok Post a few days later  “There is no shame
for me in admitting the similarity and my own nostalgic feeling
for those November 7 and May Day parades, grand and full of
joy at the same time. This tradition, born in the Soviet Union and
based on the much older tradition of military parades and people’s
marches, was adopted by many countries with socialist systems
of government, and in some countries they have outlived the
socialist system itself.”

All in all the 25th National Day celebrations resembled national
days all over the world. With a patriotic parade and speeches, a
long holiday weekend to enjoy time with friends and family, and

national flags flying
outside of homes and
businesses.  In fact the
day went by very
quietly, To perhaps the
f o r e i g n
c o r r e s p o n d e n t s ’
disappointment, the
only explosions heard
were in the form of a
spectacular 45 minute
fireworks display that
evening.

Lao Celebrate 25th National Day

Beer Lao float in the Lao 25th National Day parade
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Opening Up Remote Lao
Provinces May Curb Opium

Growing
Some of Lao PDR’s remoter provinces will be more accessible
after a roads project for which the Asian Development Bank
December 7th approved a loan of US$25 million. The Rural
Access Roads Project will link farming communities to market
centers, increase job and income-earning opportunities — and,
in so doing, hopefully reduce opium poppy production.

The project will improve life for over 6,000 households, many
from ethnic minorities, in 70 villages in some of the country’s
most disadvantaged districts, which have high levels of
mortality, illiteracy and malnutrition. It will also contribute to
the national drug control and opium substitution program.

The project will upgrade 220 km of national and provincial
roads and 100 km of feeder roads in the province of Houaphan.
The feeder roads have been identified with community
assistance under the United Nations (UN) International Drug
Control Programme.

The total project cost is US$37.5 million. The ADB loan will
come from its concessional Asian Development Fund which
means it is repayable over 32 years, including a grace period of
8 years. The interest rate will be one percent per annum during
the grace period and 1.5 percent per annum thereafter. The
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries for International
Development Fund (OPEC Fund) has agreed to provide
cofinancing of US$5 million.

The executing agency will be the Ministry of Communication,
Transport, Post and Construction, with the Department of Roads
responsible for overall coordination. The project is due for
completion by end October 2004. [ADB press release]

US Provides Flood Assistance
 and New Dam

Susan Sutton, acting Deputy Chief of Mission to Laos, presented a
check for $25,000 to the Ministry of Labor and Social Welfare on
November 18th to assist relief efforts in provinces affected by floods
in September.  The funds from USAID’s Foreign Disaster Assistance
Office supplement $99,500 for emergency rice seed for flood
affected farmers in Khammouane and Savannakhet provinces.
CARE with US Embassy support is distributing 200 tons of rice
seed to 4,000 families.

Charge d’Affaires Karen Stewart, handed over the Namsat
microhydropower dam and irrigation system in Vieng Thong district,
Huaphan Province on October 23.  It was built under the Lao-
American Integrated Development Project (LAIDP) to provide
opportunities for people to move from slash and burn cultivation
and opium growing to other forms of cultivation.

The $ 2,000,000 project began in 1998, will generate 250KW of
electricity in a previously unpowered area and irrigate 180 hectares
of rice fields during the dry season.  It is part of the $17,000,000
LAIDP which also involves road construction.  In the words of
Province Governor Chur Ching Vang has helped many families to,
“grow other crops and breed animals for the market.  Previously
there were more than 1,000 families involved in opium growing,
but by 1999 there were only 400.”  [from stories in the Vientiane
Times of November 24-27 and October 27-30]

CARE Reports on Lao Floods
Data from the National Disaster Management Office and the
Ministry of Agriculture on the extent of the flood damage nationally
as of September 22nd was 15 people killed, 80,000 hectares flooded,
63,000 hectares of rice paddy damaged and almost one people
affected.

Floodwaters built up slowly in most areas allowing families to move
their livestock to higher ground.  Even within the most affected
districts of Khammouane Province (the most affected province the
ovewhelming majority of affected families remain in their homes
with rice stores, livestock and other assets largely unaffected. The
World Food Program, the National Disaster Management Office,
the Danish Red Cross and NGOs operational in other areas of the
country agree that at this stage we are witnessing the start of a slow-
onset emergency.  Most households currently have food reserves
for the next 1–2 months.

However, the extent of crop damage to the country is going to be
considerable and extensive, with hundreds of villages likely to
experience a 90%+ crop loss. A high proportion of villages visited
during a CARE rapid assessment in Khammouane have lost their
entire wet season crop, with many others expecting losses upwards
of 70%.  Irrigation infrastructure, required for the dry season crop
has also been severely damaged in many areas.  Further the Ministry
of Agriculture estimates that some 3,000 tons of rice seed will be
required nationally to enable the dry season crop to be cultivated.
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NGO Profile: Heifer Project International (HPI)

HPI is a 56-year-old nonprofit organization that provides poor communities with livestock and related training to enable them to
achieve self-reliance and a sustainable lifestyle.

Serious ecological and environmental degradation has been caused by population pressures, unsustainable shifting agriculture
practices, and uncontrolled timbering.  These problems are particularly acute in the Mekong River region and have adversely
affected the ability of the people to survive.  Over 60 villages have submitted requests for assistance in livestock restocking or
improvement, animal management training, and veterinary assistance.  To respond to these many requests, a team of veterinarians
and livestock specialists from HPI country offices in Thailand, Viet Nam, China, and Cambodia, and partner organizations in Laos
and Myanmar formed to develop a regional “borderless” approach to solving some of the problems faced by the families in the
Mekong River region.

This program will enable about 3,600 families in these six countries over a five year period to improve their income; decrease
malnutrition, especially in children; and reduce deforestation rates and begin reforestation.

As an approach to development that reaches across international boundaries, the program will specifically provide these families in
participating villages with veterinary services, livestock, training in community planning, program development, and evaluation.  It
will also provide specific training in agricultural management, animal husbandry, integrated agriculture, food preservation, and
opportunities to train and exchange with participating farmer groups in other areas and other countries.

HPI has worked in northern Laos since the late 1980s.  The program provided training in para-veterinary skills for selected local
village health care workers.  HPI established veterinary service networks between grassroots groups and various levels of the
government Livestock Development and Veterinary Services Department, in collaboration with Quaker Service Laos.  In addition,
project families received cattle.

In 1996, HPI worked with the Department of Livestock and Fisheries (DLF) of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry to start a
cattle raising project in six target villages in the Tha Phabat District of Bolikhamsai Province and Pak Ngerm District of Vientiane
Municipality.  To date, 47 families have received 108 cattle. The cattle distributed to these families are offspring of 106 project cows
distributed in previous project activities.

Each participant received training in animal husbandry and health care and two or three cattle.  They agree to “pass on” the
original cows along with the second offspring to new families in the village when the third offspring is weaned. Each family will
keep two offspring from each of the project animals.  Seventeen families have already passed on the gift to their neighbors.

Based on extensive experience with the same ethnic groups  in Thailand, HPI is expanding its program in Laos into integrated
agriculture with livestock, fish and crop production.  This rural development approach has been very successful, not only in
increasing the economic and nutritional status of participating families, but also in enhancing and improving the environment.
Participating families plant trees and use sustainable agriculture practices, such as replacing (or reducing) chemical fertilizers with
animal manure, feeding crop byproducts to livestock, and using terraced methods of planting crops and gardens.

HEIFER PROJECT IN LAOS

Mr. Niwatchai Suknaphasawat

Director, Mekong Region Program

P.O. Box 15

Chiang Mai 50000

THAILAND

PHONE: 6653-300113

FAX: 6653-300114

hptnwc@loxinfo.co.th
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VIETNAM

Doctors of the World
Announces New Project

Doctors of the World announces the opening of its project for
maternal and child health services for ethnic minorities in Northern
Vietnam and the appointing of Quang Ngoc Nguyen, DDS, MPH
to the post of Project Director.  The project aims to improve the
coverage, quality, and use of services in Mai Châu, an
impoverished mountainous district in Hòa Bình province.

Robert Kushen, Executive Director of Doctors of the World,  notes
that serious public health problems persist in Vietnam.  These
problems hit ethnic minority groups particularly hard, who are
isolated linguistically and geographically and are at the bottom of
the socio-economic ladder.  Fortunately, the Vietnamese
government recognizes the existence of this problem and has been
fully supportive of the offer of assistance.

Doctors of the World will join forces with its affiliate Médecins
du Monde-France, with local health officials to improve the
qualifications and coverage of district health personnel at all levels,
with an emphasis on training more female ethnic minority village
health workers and midwives.  The project will also implement a
safe water and sanitation program in the district health system
and develop the management capacity of district and commune
health staff to meet community health needs.

“Priority health problems in Mai Châu include high rates of
preventable illness in children under five – acute respiratory
infections, diarrhea, neonatal tetanus, and malnutrition – and poor
maternal and reproductive health,” said Liz Fabel, Asia Program
Manager at Doctors of the World.

Project activities are designed to increase the representation of
ethnic minorities and women in the health system, mobilize
community participation, and make a sustainable improvement in
the health status of ethnic minority women and children.

For more information contact:  Elizabeth Fabel, MPH Program
Manager, Asia Doctors of the World-USA 212-226-9890, fax: 212-
226-7026, fabell@dowusa.org.   Dr. Quang Ngoc Nguyen, Doctors
of the World-USA/ Médecins du Monde-France: Field Office:
Hanoi, Vietnam 011-84-4-846-4688, fax: 011-84-4-846-4689,
dow-mdm-vn@fpt.vn.

Banner in Hanoi

 De-Mining Aid from US

The United States on Monday, October 1, presented de-mining
equipment to Vietnam in a move Washington said demonstrates
its commitment to helping rid its former foe of deadly mines
and unexploded ordnance, known as UXO.

US Ambassador to Hanoi Douglas “Pete” Peterson handed over
to senior People’s Army officers a kit including a mine detector,
personal protective gear, and a global positioning system which
symbolized Washington’s $1.8 million de-mining package.

“This is a very, very important moment in the relationship
between the United States and Vietnam in our military
opportunity to provide this equipment to the military of Vietnam.”
Peterson said Vietnam faces an “incredible test” in clearing what
may be as much as three million tons of UXO and mines.

“We welcome this goodwill action of the US government in
helping the Vietnamese people overcome war consequences and
in the process of consolidation of the two countries,” said Senior
Colonel Dang Van Phuc, Commander of the Ministry of Defence
Engineering Command.

Vietnam began clearing the explosives in the 1980s, while
German and other aid groups have provided help since the 1990s.
[Deutsche Presse-Agentur]

New York Life Wins Approval

US insurance giant New York Life opened its representative
office in Hanoi December first, and pledged substantial long-
term investment in the country as Vietnam and the United States
forge closer economic ties under a recently signed trade
agreement.

The firm’s investment schemes may be similar to those it pursued
recently in India and China, where it invested in
telecommunications, infrastructure, and water treatment
facilities. “Economies that are growing and developing need a
source of long-term stable capital where investors are not asking
for their money back each and every year,” Gary G. Benanav,
chairman and CEO of New York Life International said.  He
said New York Life’s presence would help create “deeper and
broader financial markets here.”
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World University Service of Canada (WUSC) is a charitable not-for-profit organization incorporated in 1957.  WUSC is a network of
individuals and post-secondary institutions who believe that all peoples are entitled to the knowledge and skills necessary to
contribute to a more equitable world.

WUSC’s mission is to  foster human development and global understanding through education and training.

WUSC’s activities can be grouped under the following five main categories:

1. WUSC sends Canadian volunteers overseas (WUSC volunteers are active in the following countries: Benin, Botswana, Ghana,
Malawi, Peru, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Viet Nam and Zimbabwe)

2. WUSC sponsors student refugees
3. WUSC provides development education
4. WUSC implements development projects (some of the countries in which it works are: Bangladesh, Benin, Botswana, Ghana,

Kosovo, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, Peru, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Tanzania, Vietnam and Zimbabwe)
5. WUSC manages scholarship students in Canada

WUSC in Vietnam

WUSC began working in Vietnam in 1991 with the placement of a specialist in teaching English as a Foreign Language (EFL). WUSC
soon built on its commitment to filling the training needs of the emergent tourism sector with the placement of more specialists in
tourism management in 1995. During the same year, WUSC installed its first language (English and French) teachers through the
Development Worker (DW) Program. 1996 and 1997 saw the rapid expansion of the Development Worker Program throughout the
country, largely driven by the placement of EFL teachers. To date, WUSC’s major partners in Vietnam continue to be universities.

NGO Profile: World University Service of Canada
1404 Scott St.

P.O. Box 3000 Station C
Ottawa, ON Canada, K1Y 4M8

Tel.: (613) 798-7477 Fax: (613) 798-0990
E-mail: wusc@wusc.ca, http://www.wusc.ca

Executive Director: Mr. Marc Dolgin

Poems of Ho Xuan Huong
Published in US

In his State Dinner address in Hanoi on November 17, President
Clinton, in a listing of cultural bridges, mentioned that the “200-
year-old poems of Ho Xuan Huong are [now] published in
America, in English, in Vietnamese, and even in the original Nom,
the first time ancient Vietnamese script has come off a printing
press.” The book to which the President referred is Spring Essence:
The Poetry of Ho Xuan Huong (Copper Canyon Press, 2000)
edited and translated by John Balaban. Ho Xuan Huong, whose
name means “Spring Essence,” was a concubine or “second wife”
who wrote some of the most startling poems in the Vietnamese
canon. Balaban has spent ten years translating them in the first
book of her work to appear in the West. Ngo Thanh Nhan, a
computational linguist, has digitized her calligraphic script which
has never before been printed.  James Do Ba Phuoc designed a
new font for the modern Vietnamese in this “tri-scriptural” book.
As a spin-off from Spring Essence, the three of them have just
begun The Vietnamese Nom Preservation Foundation to save the
1000 years of writing in Nom that is about to be lost to the world.
http://nomfoundation.tripod.com/

Cuba Tackles Ho Chi Minh Trail

Cuban engineers have been hired to supervise construction of
the longest section of a planned 1,050-mile highway along the
route of the Ho Chi Minh Trail, a critical supply route for
communist fighters during the Vietnam War.

The project entails construction of more than 300 new bridges
and is scheduled to be completed by 2004. Cuban engineers have
already been involved in construction work on the highway: In
May engineers from a joint venture construction firm, VIC,
started work on a 55-mile section in the mountainous central
provinces.

In 1973, in the last stages of the Vietnam War, Cuba sent a
company of 13 engineers to reinforce the same section of the
trail, laying the foundations for North Vietnam’s 55-day offensive,
which brought the conflict to a close two years later. (Miami
Herald)
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US Senators & Leading Educators
Favor Scholarship-for-Debt

Program with Vietnam
On October 13th, heads of five national educational organizations
(joined later by leaders of thirty-nine American universities and
colleges) sent a letter to President Clinton urging him to convert
Vietnam’s payment of war debt into a scholarship fund for
Vietnamese students. The letter, coordinated by the Fund for
Reconciliation and Development, encouraged Clinton to include
this issue on the agenda of his November visit to Vietnam.

The letter states: “Vietnam is required to transfer annually an
estimated $7.5 - 9 million to the US over twenty years in payment
of the former Saigon government’s war time debt of $150 million.
We are not calling for conventional forgiveness of this unusual
debt but rather, as a bold act of reconciliation, reallocation of the
payment into a Scholarship Fund to support the training of
Vietnamese students at US institutions of higher learning.”

Legislation initiated by Senator John Kerry of Massachusetts,
with the support of Senators John McCain of Arizona, Robert
Kerrey and Chuck Hagel of Nebraska, Max Cleland of Georgia,
and Charles Robb of Virginia authorizes immediate expenditure
of $5 million and mandates use of the same amount from future
annual debt payments to create a Vietnam Education Foundation.
The Foundation would support Vietnamese students pursuing
graduate and post-graduate work with American institutions and
American professors teaching in Vietnam.

The history of the debt payment dates back to December 1993.
Under the Paris Club of Western Creditor Countries agreement,
Vietnam acknowledged responsibility for the former Republic of
Vietnam’s debt. On April 7, 1997, then Treasury Secretary Robert
E. Rubin and then Vietnamese Finance Minister Nguyen Sinh
Hung agreed that Vietnam would repay the US approximately
$145 million for loans made to South Vietnam from 1960-1975.
The terms of the agreement stipulated that Vietnam would make
regular payments to the US government beginning in July 1997
and extending until the year 2019.

In his historic speech to the Vietnamese people in November,
President Clinton stated: “The United States has great respect for
your intellect and capacity. One of our government’s largest
educational exchange programs is with Vietnam. And we want to
do more.  Senator Kerry… is leading an effort in our United States
Congress, along with Senator McCain and other veterans of the
conflict here, to establish a new Vietnam Education Foundation.
Once enacted, the Foundation would support 100 fellowships
every year, either here or in the United States, for people to study
or teach science, math, technology and medicine.”

Language to set up a Vietnam Education Foundation was reported
to be included in the ten inch thick appropriations bill adopted at
the end of the December “lame duck” session of Congress.  In
contrast to the letter from educational institutions, the legislative
initiative limits fields of study and financial commitment ($5
million annually rather than the complete debt payment).

How Other Countries
Handle Vietnam’s Debts
 and Development Needs

ITALY has written off its old debts to Vietnam and will grant
Vietnam non-refundable aid of US$24 million dollars and a
preferential loan of US$7.5 million. Italian Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs Ugo Intini  informed Vietnamese Deputy Minister
of Planning and Investment Vo Hong Phuc in Hanoi on 8th
December that his country also supports Vietnam’s bid to join
the World Trade Organization. Italy is also considering to include
Vietnam on the list of countries to receive assistance for poverty
reduction. [Voice of Vietnam web site, Hanoi, in Vietnamese 8
Dec 00]

BELGIUM will write off three-quarters of Vietnam’s debts worth
US$22 million. Representatives of the two governments signed
an agreement in Hanoi on 7 December regarding Belgium-funded
projects for Vietnam. Under the agreement, the remaining debt
will be converted into grants in which Vietnam will establish a
counterpart fund in Vietnam Dong to use for bilateral development
projects for the 2001-2003 period. This is the second time Belgium
has announced debt reductions for Vietnam. [Voice of Vietnam
web site, Hanoi, 7 Dec 00]

SOUTH KOREA The Korea-Vietnam Industrial Technology
Institute, a two-year junior college has been opened in Vinh City.
The technology school was built as part of the Korea International
Cooperation Agency’s (KOICA) US$5-million cooperative
project to financially support the building of schools in Vietnam.
[The Korea Herald, 8 Dec 2000]

KOICA, an overseas support agency under the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Trade, will also build 40 schools in Vietnam starting
in 2001, officials said. KOICA will invest US$2 million into the
schools’ construction in central Vietnam to help enhance friendly
bilateral ties. [The Korea Herald, 11 Dec 2000]

NORWAY has granted $ 1.4 million to build 16 primary schools
in the three flood-stricken central provinces of Quang Tri, Thua
Thien-Hue and Quang Nam. The project will improve facilities
for pupils whose schools were badly damaged by the 1999 floods.
[VNA 8 Dec 2000]
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Dear Mr. President,
We write, as leaders of American educational, research, and exchange institutions, to suggest an initiative which will have
profound and enduring consequences for US-Vietnam relations and will expand your Administration’s legacy of
normalization of diplomatic and trade ties with a former adversary.

One of the greatest challenges facing Vietnam is to produce the educated workforce and leadership needed to renovate the
country’s economy, legal system and governance.  US colleges and universities make an important contribution to many
countries with similar modernization goals, educating half a million international students annually.  However, barely 1,500
come from Vietnam, largely family supported undergraduates.  Given that country’s economic realities, the number of
Vietnamese students who can afford advanced study in the US will remain small without a substantial infusion of resources.

Vietnam is required to transfer annually an estimated $7.5 - 9 million to the US over twenty years in payment of the former
Saigon government’s war time debt of $150 million.  We are not calling for conventional forgiveness of this unusual debt
but rather, as a bold act of reconciliation, reallocation of the payment into a Scholarship Fund to support the training of
Vietnamese students at US institutions of higher learning.

If the US reprograms Vietnam’s transfers in this way, its government will still be obligated to meet acknowledged bilateral
fiscal obligations.  The US economy will continue to benefit through the Scholarship Fund’s payments to American
institutions for the Vietnamese students’ tuition, fees, insurance, housing, meals and travel on US carriers. Both countries
will receive greater benefit from an investment in US training of Vietnam’s new generation of teachers, scientists,
entrepreneurs, civil servants and political leaders.

Grants from such a Scholarship Fund might also be used to cover the US-based costs of Americans wishing to study in
Vietnam, e.g. their home university tuition and fees, health insurance, and international air travel on US carriers, to the
benefit of our classrooms, businesses and foreign policy institutions.

Vietnam has already demonstrated the importance it attaches to education by committing its own national budget to
sending 400 graduate and professional students abroad each year, one fourth of them to the US and Canada.  With the
creation of this Scholarship Fund, and support from American universities, that number could be dramatically increased,
with great impact on Vietnam’s need for trained leadership in every sector and on long-term ties between our peoples.

Initiating signers

Craig Calhoun, President, Social Science Research Council
Allan Goodman, President, Institute of International Education
Stanley O. Ikenberry, President, American Council on Education
Marlene Johnson, Executive Director, NAFSA: Association of International Educators
Stevan Trooboff, President and CEO, Council on International Educational Exchange

Additional signatures by Presidents and Chancellors of Universities (as of 11/9/00)

Lloyd W. Benjamin, III President, Indiana State University;
Terre Haute, IN

Roger W. Bowen President, SUNY New Paltz; New Paltz, NY
Scott S. Cowen President, Tulane University;

New Orleans,  LA
Robert A. Corrigan President, San Francisco State University;

San Francisco, CA
Alan F. Harre President, Valparaiso University;

Valparaiso,  IN
Garry D. Hays President, United States International

University; San Diego, CA
Dennis L. Hefner President, SUNY Fredonia; Fredonia, NY
Margaret B. Lee President, Oakton Community College;

Des Plaines, IL
Georgia E. Lesh-Laurie Chancellor, University of Colorado at

Denver; Denver, CO
Roger W. Mandle President, Rhode Island School of Design;

Providence, RI
David Maxwell President, Drake University; Des Moines, IA
Edward Alton Parrish President, Worcester Polytechnic Institute;

Worcester, MA
Terry P. Roark President, Montana State University; Bozeman, MT

Salvatore Rotella President, Riverside Community College;
Riverside, CA

George Rupp President, Columbia University; New York, NY
John W. Shumaker President, University of Louisville;

Louisville,  KY
Andrew A. Sorensen President, University of Alabama;

Tuscaloosa, AL
Marlene Springer President, College of Staten Island;

Staten Island, NY
Salme Harju Steinberg President, Northeastern Illinois University;

Chicago, IL
Judson H. Taylor President, SUNY Cortland; Cortland, NY
Baird Tipson President, Wittenberg University; Springfield, OH
Larry N. Vanderhoef Chancellor, University of California, Davis;

Davis, CA
Steven R. Wall President, Pierce College; Puyallup, WA
Diana Chapman Walsh President, Wellesley College; Wellesley, MA
David Ward Chancellor, University of Wisconsin-Madison;

Madison, WI
Stephen L. Weber President, San Diego State University;

San Diego, CA
Albert Yates President, Colorado State University;

Ft. Collins, CO

 VIETNAM
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The US Labor Department signed an agreement with Nguyen Thi
Hang, the Minister of Labor, Invalids and Social Affairs, under
which the US will provide in collaboration with the International
Labor Organization $3 million in technical assistance in such areas
as establishing skills training and employment services;
development of unemployment insurance and pension systems;
improving access to employment for workers with disabilities;
eliminating child labor and child trafficking; and launching
workplace education to prevent HIV/AIDS.

The most direct involvement of the President with American NGOs
came in a little reported event focused on the problem of mines
and unexploded ordnance at which Representative Snyder and Vu

Xuan Hong of the Vietnam Union
of Friendship Organizations also
spoke.  President Clinton singled out
the work of the Vietnam Veterans
of America Foundation, Peace
Trees and Catholic Relief Services.
He and Hillary seemed particularly
moved by seeing a CRS organized
exhibit of paintings from bomb-
injured children in Quang Tri
Province and by meeting four of the
artists.  He told the audience, “I’d
like to thank those four beautiful
young boys for being here and for
having the courage to help all the
rest of us deal with this problem.”

President Clinton presented to
President Luong 350,000 pages of
US military documents which may
help the Vietnamese locate their
MIAs and pledged an additional
million documents by the end of the
year.  He also brought satellite
imagery from the Global Disaster
Information Network that show in
great detail the latest flood levels in
the Mekong Delta and will help
recovery efforts.

During his speech at Vietnam
National University, the President announced a bilateral Science
and Technology Agreement had just been signed; that the US would
help Vietnam in the fight against AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria;
that he supported efforts by US Senators who were veterans to
fund 100 new fellowships every year (see page 12); and that the
US and Vietnam would meet shortly in Singapore to begin, “to
study together the health and ecological effects of dioxin on the
people of Vietnam and the Americans who were in Vietnam.”   Mrs.
Clinton announced during a speech in Ho Chi Minh City that
“during the next five years the US government will provide an
additional $30 million to help Vietnam improve its detection of
HIV/AIDS and to prevent its spread.” ($22.5 million from the
Centers for Disease Control and $7.5 million from USAID)

Impressions worth highlighting:

� Average Vietnamese as well as the Vietnamese officials
who work with Americans were very pleased with the visit
overall.

� Bill Clinton’s record of opposing the war and establishing
normal relations gave him special credibility with Vietnamese.
He was regarded as a friend who could more appropriately offer
criticisms.

� Hillary Clinton was welcomed as more than the wife of
the President.  She was respected for the strength of her own
professional and political accomplishments, not least election to
the US Senate.  Her separate
program of meetings with women
in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City
were well received and  she
brought attention to micro credit
and HIV/AIDS programs of
American NGOs and the
Women’s Union.

� It was appreciated that the
Clintons through act as well as
words demonstrated awareness of
and sympathy for the human cost
of the war for Vietnamese people,
including 3,000,000 deaths,
300,000 missing in action, and
the 2000 victims annually of land
mines and unexploded ordnance.

Accompanying the President and
First Lady were Secretary of
Commerce Norman Mineta,
Secretary of Labor Alexis
Herman, Secretary of Veterans
Affairs Hershel Gober, US Trade
Representative Charlene
Barshefsky, National Security
Adviser Samuel Berger, Director
of the National Economic
Council Gene Sperling, and
Assistant Secretary of State for
East Asian and Pacific Affairs Stanley Roth.  Also in the
President’s delegation were Senator John Kerry and
Representatives Earl Blumenauer, Loretta Sanchez, Vic Snyder
and Mike Thompson.

Secretary Mineta participated in meetings for a delegation of
US business leaders organized by the American Chamber of
Commerce, the US-Vietnam Trade Council and the US-ASEAN
Business Council.  The President provided further support by
indicating that the US will provide $2 million a year over the
next three years to help Vietnam implement the Trade Agreement.
He also announced that the US will establish a $200 million
OPIC line of credit to support US investment in Vietnam.

Clintons in Vietnam (continued from cover)

VIETNAM

Friday, November 17
   President Clinton meets Vietnamese President Tran
Duc Luong and Prime Minister Phan Van Khai, tours
the Temple of Literature, addresses Vietnam National
University and a nationwide TV audience, attends a State
Dinner and a cultural performance at the Opera House

  Senator-elect Hillary Clinton visits Soc Son district and
microcredit project of Oxfam America

Saturday, November 18
    President Clinton visits MIA excavation site, meets
General Secretary Le Kha Phieu, speaks at demining/
UXO exhibit, participates in repatriation ceremony for
MIA remains

   Senator-elect Hillary Clinton participates in panel
discussion at National History Museum with prominent
Vietnamese women

Sunday, November 19 (Ho Chi Minh City)
   President Clinton meets with group of young
Vietnamese businesspeople, speaks at international
container terminal of American Pacific Lines, and
addresses US-Vietnam Business Forum reception

   Senator-elect Hillary Clinton meets with educators and
peer counselors in an HIV/AIDS awareness program and
speaks at a program in the Municipal Theater organized
by the Women’s Union
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Clinton was able to overturn the conventional wisdom that it took
a conservative like Richard Nixon to establish relations with a
long term Communist antagonist such as China.  He accomplished
this thanks to the unimpeachable bipartisan leadership of veterans
in the Congress, most prominently SenatorsJohn Kerry and John
McCain.  Thanks to them, veterans who were still locked into
fighting the war such as Senator Bob Smith were effectively
isolated.

While some pro-normalization Senators and Representatives had
become part of the anti-war movement after returning from service

in Vietnam, others remained
committed to the legitimacy of
American involvement and are
still uncomfortable with those
who opposed it.  Perhaps in order
not to upset that more hawkish
group, Clinton makes few if any
references to his own anti-war
activism.

Based on the President’s
nationally broadcast speech in
Vietnam one would think that the
only forces in American society
supporting normalization were
military veterans, Vietnamese
Americans and business, and that,
“almost 20 years ago now, a
group of American servicemen
took the first step to reestablish
contacts between the United
States and Vietnam.”    Tens of
millions of Americans whose
concern for Vietnam led them to
work against the war and support
normalization, as well as non-
governmental organizations
which were providing
humanitarian assistance and
opening doors prior to trips by
veterans (and on a larger scale)
were completely left out of his
most significant address.

The White House Office of Public Liaison manifested a similar
approach.  Pre-trip briefings were organized in Washington for
veterans, business, Vietnamese Americans and human rights
organizations.  Meetings were not set up for the natural allies of
the President, non-governmental organizations and universities
with programs in Vietnam.

Relatively speaking, these are minor criticisms of the President’s
trip.  He brought both nations several steps beyond the war.  Along
with ending the embargo, normalizing relations and a bilateral
trade agreement, the trip ensures this aspect of the Clinton legacy.

Special events and exhibits for delegation members were
organized by resident US NGOs.  The Fund for Reconciliation
and Development coordinated a briefing about experience to date
with exchange programs featuring American educational
institutions, the Ministry of Education and Training, the National
Center for Social Sciences and Humanities and Vietnamese alumni
of American schools.

Not everything went smoothly.  The largest gaffe was produced
by the poor translation of the President’s speech at Vietnam
National University.  Having won unprecedented agreement for
the live broadcast of an address
by a visiting Head of State to a
national audience, the US used
its own interpreter, as is often the
case.  Regrettably, his southern
tones and pre-1975 vocabulary
were so out of date as to verge
on being incomprehensible.  It
did not help that he was given
changes in the pre-submitted text
at the last minute.

Vietnamese were glad that the
US agreed to conduct joint
research on the impact of Agent
Orange, and will offer
information on where Agent
Orange may have been stored,
but quite disappointed that
nothing was done to provide
even token humanitarian
assistance to the suspected
victims of spraying and their
children with birth defects.

Reconciliation between the US
and Vietnam is inherently a
complicated and emotional
process.  It was relatively easy
for the US to reconcile with
former enemies in Germany and
Japan when we defeated, tried
and replaced their wartime
leadership.  In the case of
Vietnam (and Laos, and, in a more convoluted way, Cambodia),
the people we needed to reconcile with had not only defeated US
intervention, but their political heirs were still in control.

Thus when the first President Bush tried a partial step toward
normalization at the end of his term, he was forced to back away
by opposition from war-scarred officials like Henry Kissinger
and from the POW-MIA lobby.  As President, Bill Clinton
incorporated the awareness of a student anti-war protester of the
wrongness of the war, but also carried the liability of symbolizing
to more conservative sectors of American opinion all that had
gone wrong with young people in the 1960s and 1970s.

“The histories of our two nations are deeply intertwined in
ways that are both a source of pain for generations that came
before, and a source of promise for generations yet to
come…

 …In 1945, at the moment of your country’s birth, the words
of Thomas Jefferson were chosen to be echoed in your own
Declaration of Independence…

…the staggering sacrifice of the Vietnamese people on both
sides of that conflict—more than three million brave soldiers
and civilians.  This shared suffering has given our countries
a relationship unlike any other…

…It touches the hearts of Americans to know that every
Sunday in Vietnam one of your most-watched television
shows features families seeking viewers’ help in finding
loved ones they lost in the war…

…Let us acknowledge our importance to one another.  Let
us continue to help each other heal the wounds of war, not
by foregtting the bravery shown and the tragedy suffered by
all sides, but by embracing the spirit of reconciliation and
the courage to build better tomorrows for our children.  May
our children learn from us that good people, through
respectful dialogue, can discover and rediscover their
common humanity, and that a painful, painful past can be
redeemed in a peaceful and prosperous future.”

    —President Clinton at Vietnam National University,
November 17, 2000
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A house inundated by Mekong River floods

Eyewitness Account of
the Worst Mekong Delta Flood

in Seventy Years
By Ngan Nguyen, Southeast Asia Program Officer, Oxfam
America

“I am seventy years old.  In all my life, I have not seen floods
worse than what we are experiencing.  I have lived through a
series of wars.  Fleeing from these wars was easier than fleeing
from this flood.”

 Nguyen Thi Nginh tearfully describes the floods which have
claimed all her life possessions, her livelihood, as well as her
hope and dignity.  Living in the Moc Hoa district in Long An
Province, she speaks for the four million people who live in the
Mekong River delta of Vietnam who suffer the devastation caused
by what many flood victims refer to as the “Dragon Flood.”

The year 2000 is the year of the Dragon.  For many people who
have barely survived the flood, it is a year that has severely
worsened their already miserable lives.  Observers claim that
these floods – the worst in 70 years -  have set back development
in this region for 20 years.  To be sure, this area of Vietnam
holds the poorest of the poor, whose misfortune speaks volumes
to the dismal state of affairs in the disaster-prone delta.

As a Southeast Asia program
officer for Oxfam America, I first
learned of the floods back in
August.  Then concern was
focused on the early advent of the
monsoon season and at that point,
no one could have imagined that
the continuing downpour would
become as severe as it has, lasting
for three months.  As news of the
flood in the Mekong delta trickled
into Boston, I imagined images of
people suffering from flood,
famine, and misfortune.  But I
could never have imagined the
depth of suffering I encountered
as an eyewitness to the tragedy
unfolding in the Mekong delta.

On October 29, I flew into Ho Chi
Minh City to embark on what was
to be the most moving of all my
field visits since I started my
career in the development field.
From the plane, I could not
differentiate between the Mekong
River and land submerged under

the flood.  When I arrived I joined my colleague, Tes Pilapil, an
Oxfam America program officer based in Phnom Penh.  Together
we traveled with two associates, Dr. Nguyen Van Be and Ms.
Hong, from Can Tho University.  Oxfam America has worked
together with faculty from the University since the 1980s. The
four of us set off on a field visit to the three provinces in the Plain
of Reeds, starting with Long An province then proceeding on to
Tien Giang and Dong Thap provinces.

The road in Long An Province was lined with flimsy tents
sheltering thousands of flood victims.  These shabby tents stretched
for miles to the horizon, crammed with families huddled together
with their surviving livestock.  Rice paddies that once graced the
sides of the roads were now submerged, and boats were a common
sight.  When we reached Moc Hoa district, we boarded a boat to
reach Tan Lap village, where Oxfam America has supported a
microcredit project since 1997.  We learned that the water had
started to recede a couple of weeks ago.  Still, at 2.5 meters, the
water was high enough to reach rooftops that were once the homes
of our project beneficiaries.  Along this route, roads that we once
traveled for project monitoring visits were completely submerged.
Indeed, the area was unrecognizable. Even under normal
circumstances this project site has always been difficult to reach.
All the while, as we inched our way to Tan Lap village, we could
see hundreds of tents set up on dykes and bridges.

When we reached Tan Lap village, we met our project beneficiaries
in camps they had been occupying for 2 ½ months.  Of the 993
households in this village, 100 percent have had to seek refuge
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from the flood on earthen dykes. “We still face starvation.  The
rice and other material aid that was given to us only lasted for a
few days, and then we go for stretches without food.  There were
times when we were so desperate we sought water hyacinths to
eat at the risk of drowning”, commented Madame Nguyen Thi
Nhan, the vice-president of the district women’s union.
Incidentally, she is also a flood victim who temporarily resides
on a dyke with her neighbors.  In the village, 1,300 hectares (ha)
are devoted to rice cultivation, but only 100 hectares were fully
harvested before the arrival of flood waters.  Moreover, all 11
bridges collapsed and miles of roads are still submerged.

Each household we visited agreed that their most immediate relief
needs were for rice, water purification tablets, a small boat, and
fishing gear. Tran Thi Cuc pointed to her wrecked boat and
commented, “We cannot rely on handouts. None of the assistance
provided is sustainable. This is why we need boats and fishing
gear—so that we may find our own food and sustain ourselves
for months.” Distinct from other natural disasters, such as a
hurricane, a flood can last for months.  For example, in the
upstream province of Dong Thap, some flood refugees have
camped on dykes for approximately four months.

While surveying the area, I noticed a mother scooping flood water
to fill a small bucket.  When I asked how she would use that
water, she replied, “This water is used for drinking and cooking.”
Because big water jars have been lost in the floods, families cannot
store rain water for household consumption.  The smaller, plastic
containers they have can only hold two gallons of water—not
enough rain water to slake the thirst of a family of 5 beyond one
afternoon.  Thus, the only other option is to use flood water.  It is
obvious that the water they used for drinking was the same water
that contained human waste. Boiling water is not an option, given

the limited amount
of wood for
burning.

On the way to our
boat, we
encountered a
crying woman.  Her
four year old
daughter had fallen
in the water the
previous day and
landed on a stake
which pierced her
chest.  She was
rushed to the nearest
clinic on a flimsy
boat and barely
survived a whole
day’s travel.  Her
mother had to return
to the camp the
following morning

to look after her other small children. Unfortunately, this little
girl’s plight reflects that of hundreds of children who have suffered
since the flood waters rose.  Children comprise the bulk of the
flood casualties.  Ms. Cuc pointed out that even the deceased
must suffer from the floods because there is nowhere to bury
them.   Children have stayed out of school because all the schools
in Tan Lap are flooded.  At the time of our visit, they had been
out of school for 2 ½ months. It was heartbreaking to see children
hold out their bare white hands to visitors passing through in a
desperate gesture for help.  Undoubtedly, they will continue to
do this until the flood waters recede in mid-December.

From the project beneficiaries, we learned that all of them lost
their rice, livestock, and aquaculture.  Because they have very
little land, most of them normally sell their labor in neighboring
villages.  Now jobless for approximately three months, they face
great hardship rebuilding their lives as they are completely without
resources.  The long term impact is enormous.  Because the next
rice planting opportunity will be at the end of December and
harvesting will start at the beginning of April, these villagers
will need rations for the next five months.  Two months of rations
will be needed until flood waters recede, and three will be required
during the post-flood phase.

We reached My Tho district in Tien Giang province in the late
afternoon and scenes of plastic tents camped on the side of the
road were reminiscent of Long An.  Mr. Nguyen  Hoang Hanh,
deputy director of Tien Giang’s Department of Science,
Technology, and Environment (DOSTE), planned to take us on a
boat into Tan Phuoc village, which is the site of an OA-funded
project that supports reforestation with melaleuca trees.  However,
Mr. Hanh warned us that heavy rains had started in Tan Phuoc
village and that travelling in such rough conditions was strongly
inadvisable.  We opted for the safer alternative—to hold
discussions in Mr. Hanh’s office about the flood’s impact on Tien
Giang.  As a downstream province, Tien Giang’s main concern
is the polluted water that comes from upstream provinces, coupled
with local decomposed plant and animal residues and mismanaged
daily living waste in stagnant water.  The low absorptive capacity
of the poor soil in the region, as well as the salinity intrusion
from the nearby sea, adds to the floodwater’s contamination.  In
many villages of Tien Giang, the soil is acidic all year long, and
the only species that can withstand this condition is the melaleuca
tree. Because of the province’s vulnerability to both upstream
wastes and the high tides of the sea, the problem deemed most
urgent was providing safe drinking water for flood-affected
communities.  Water-transmitted diseases, such as cholera,
typhoid fever, and diarrhea have been commonly reported in this
province.

To date, total damages in this province are estimated at 746 billion
dong.  Rice production loss is not as serious as the loss of fruit
trees, which are the mainstay of the local economy.  An estimated
25,000 ha of fruit trees have been flooded.  As we left Tien Giang
province for Dong Thap the following morning, every tree we
passed held the color of death.  Orchards of mango, guava, longan,
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and banana have all been destroyed.  The view from Route 1—
the country’s national road linking north and south and the only
road still standing in the province—resembled a vast sea
drowning the fertile promises of the countryside.  The only signs
of life on either side of the road were melaleuca trees which
stood proudly against the flood.

In the face of hardship, the people on the roadside we passed in
Dong Thap province seemed to have adjusted to temporary life
as refugees by carrying on with their business.  A community of
tents was abuzz with a designated clinic, café, and a hodgepodge
of markets.  As we moved deeper into the remote villages of
Phu Duc and Phu Hiep—Oxfam-supported melaleuca project
areas—in Tam Nong district, the scene changed drastically.  The
flood had reached this area less than four months ago and will
not subside until early December.  From our boat we could see
long stretches of floodwater lined with earthen dykes.  On top
of them were the same tents we had seen many times in earlier
visits.  Similar to flood victims in Long An, the villages we
visited were remote and isolated.  The people there are getting
by on a day-to-day basis with sporadic help from aid agencies.

When we arrived, the women in Phu Duc village came to the
village people’s committee to fetch a white, plastic water
container donated by the Vietnam Red Cross.  These containers
included water purification tablets.  One woman commented,
“This is our second donation of water tablets since the floods
began.  When we first received them, we were not sure how to
use them.  Some of us had stomach problems, because we used
too many tablets for too little water.”  A second woman spoke
about the drowning death of her friend, a wife and mother of
four children.   At this point, these laments were all too familiar.
They were all too tragic.

Oxfam’s partner organization, Can Tho University, has been

deeply involved in bringing relief to victims
of the floods.  The university made it
mandatory for each staff member to donate
2 days of their salary twice during the flood.
Thereafter, donations from staff have been
on a voluntary basis.  The College of
Technology alone raised 170 million dong,
and they sent their dean, and the vice-rector
of CTU, Dr. Le Quang Minh, to distribute
the aid directly to flood victims.  In one of
his trips to hand out relief supplies, his boat
capsized.  Fortunately, no one on the
delegation was hurt.  The unwavering
commitment of CTU staff to the
communities they served was inspiring.

With representatives from villages in the
Plain of Reeds, CTU, and OA staff, we
proceeded to map out immediate relief
needs that Oxfam could support. Immediate
needs identified for all three provinces
included small boats, fishing gear, and water

purification systems.  Long An was the only province that asked
for rice rations because victims there face continued hunger.

All communities have lost houses, roads, bridges, dykes, schools,
clinics, productive inputs (e.g. seeds, rice varieties, etc.), fruit
orchards, and household goods.  The indicative costs associated
with these losses were only a fraction of the overall net loss in 54
districts and towns of the Mekong delta, estimated at US$200
million. In a review of major floods of the past forty years,
occurring in 1961, 1978, 1996, and 2000, CTU concluded that
the time interval of these major floods would only get shorter.
Plans are to focus on long-term solutions and investments for the
region.  They propose programs to develop flood-resistant
residential clusters.  A successful example of this model can be
found in An Giang province, where residents resettled to one
location with a government subsidy of US$400 per household to
build raised houses with strong, cement poles.  As a result, this
province has experienced only minor damages from this year’s
flood.  Other proposals included a livelihood improvement
program for the flood prone areas, safeguard measures for fruit
orchards in the moderately flooded areas, and hospital boats with
the capability to reach remote villages during a natural disaster.

 While Oxfam America alone can not shoulder these costs,
participants pointed out that we could leverage funding from other
sources.  The costs will be staggering.  Meanwhile, as we left the
university, heavy rain continued.  I thought again about the flood
refugees camped on the earthen dykes and the roadside with scanty
cover from the rain.  They will be enduring great misery for the
next month and a half until the flood water recedes.  And life will
only become more difficult as reconstruction begins and they
return to the nothingness of what used to be their homes.[Nov 1,
2000]

Woman attempts to keep house in flood
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C U B A

Zachary Berman, Interchange Managing Editor and FRD Cuba
Program Officer, visited Cuba for the first time for the Solidarity
Conference.

The second world meeting of friendship and solidarity with Cuba
was held November 10-14 in Havana.  In attendance were
approximately 4500 people from 118 countries, including 600
from the US.  Featured Cuban speakers included Carlos Lage,
Vice President of the Council of State, Ricardo Alarcon, presiding
officer of the National Assembly of People’s Power, Felipe Perez
Roque, Minister of Foreign Affairs, and an unannounced final
address by Fidel Castro.   In addition, delegates from many nations
spoke, mostly expressing their solidarity with the goals and the
methods of the Cuban government, and to speak out against the
embargo imposed by the United States.

The Karl Marx theater in Havana was filled for five days with
flags and banners representing nations of all five continents, and
the room echoed with applause at revolutionary slogans between
simultaneous translation of all remarks into Spanish.
Representatives thanked the Cuban government, emphasizing its
generosity in sending doctors where needed in the third world as
well as training doctors at the Latin American School of Medicine
to return to their homes in Africa and Latin America.  Speakers
decried the misinformation campaigns of the US government,
saying that in fact the Cuban system is more democratic than that

of the US, because more of the population vote, and voting for
representatives is not marred by high finance campaigns.  In light
of the fact that as of the conference the presidential election was
entrenched in controversy, few bypassed the chance to criticize
the American electoral system.

“Toda la Tierra Debía Ser un Gran Abrazo” (All the World Should
Be a Huge Embrace).  This quote from José Martí, martyr from
the war of independence of Cuba from Spain, covered the banner
behind the stage, and was referenced countless times.  Friendship,
solidarity, and embraces mingled with “Viva la Revolucion!” and
“Patria o Muerte!” (Homeland or Death).

The first Conference was held in 1994, during the Special Period
of Cuban history.  After the breakup of the Soviet Union, Cuba,
which had grown dependent on trade (especially sugar for oil)
with the USSR suffered great economic distress.  The tone of
this second conference was optimistic since the Cuban economy
is much improved in six years, defensive that the dual economy
that brought an influx of wealth has distributed that wealth
unevenly, and bitter toward the US trade embargo and at the
economic disadvantage in which it has put Cuba.

While economics inevitably affect a nation and its people, they
are only one indicator.  Castro compared the cost of living of a
typical US citizen to a Cuban, making an effort to keep clear that
no matter how many factors one takes into account in an economic
analysis, certain aspects, such as pride, cannot be charted.  Many
of the representatives to this conference, it seemed, were

An impromptu song session during a break of the Solidarity Conference
 The banner in the background reads “Globalicemos la Solidaridad” (Let’s Globalize Solidarity)

Solidarity Conference in Cuba
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interested in simply a balance of power away from the centralized
world force that is the US.  Cuba, as the proud independent island
to the south, represents that defocusing of power.

Lage in his speech emphasized that the Cuban economy is based
on socialist ideals, not market forces.  Everything that the
government does is for the people, not for the market.  While the
1995 legalization of holding and exchanging US dollars by Cuban
citizens brought increased wealth to Cuba, it was done, Lage
argued, for all of Cuba.  Since that currency market is state-owned,
any profits go to the state, and so to all Cubans.  Also the dual
currency policy, he insisted, is temporary.  It has caused some
lessening of economic equality among Cubans, by giving an
artificial advantage to those with relatives in Florida, but that
trend will reverse when it is no longer necessary.  It was necessary
at one point because the average calorie intake among Cubans
was dangerously low.  The only thing the Cuban government
holds more dear than the ideals of socialism, Lage insisted,  is
the health of its people.   The average Cuban calorie intakes have
now risen to meet the World Health Organization standard for an
adequate diet.

Alarcón emphasized the misinformation spread by the US
government.  He discussed the use of the terms democracy and
human rights used to combat socialism and economic equality.
Cubans vote in much larger numbers than US citizens, and he
argued have more influence over their government.  Cuban
citizens have the human right to free health care and free education
through university. There are crucial differences betwen the
governments in the US and Cuba, he said, but Cuba is at least on
par in terms of democracy and in many ways ahead in human
rights.  Alarcon berated the US for breaking both the spirit and
the letter of the WTO regulations, which bar unequal treatment
of individual nations, with the embargo.  He explained how US
law creates not only an embargo, but by not allowing ships from
third nations to enter US waters for six months after Cuba, creates
a blockade of Cuba.

Roque spoke of the need to democratize the UN in
order to give more power to smaller countries.   The
Security Council should be expanded, he said, in
order to lessen the rift between first and second class
countries in the structure of the UN.  He highlighted
the fact that Cuba sent soldiers to Africa to help
Mandela’s African National Congress, and that, in
contrast to more colonial interests, Cuba brought back
only her wounded, not diamonds or oil from Africa.
He repeated anecdotes of both African and Latin
American students studying medicine for free in
Cuba, and of thanks from third world nations for the
humanitarian aid provided by Cuban forces.

In addition to the historical and factual accounts of
Cuban policy by these three men who are often
described as possible successors to Castro,

representatives from countries spoke in more emotional and less
factual terms, mostly expressing simply solidarity.   Committees
were formed to discuss the US blockade, US misinformation
concerning Cuba, and solidarity with Cuba which provided
slightly more intimate locations for very similar speeches.

Lucius Walker, of Pastors for Peace, a Canadian and US group
which regularly brings humanitarian aid to Cuba defying the
embargo, spoke at a protest in front of the American Interests
Section organized by the conference.  He spoke out against
injustices that the US supports at home, such as unfair trials and
poverty, which it then punishes Cuba for.  He criticized the US
government for, among other things, keeping many of its own
citizens without healthcare, embargoing Cuba for a lack of
capitalism, and housing the US military’s School of the Americas
to train terrorists for the third world.  Cuba, by providing for the
welfare of its poorest citizens, Walker charged, sets a good
example of the kind of equality that capitalism cannot tolerate.

In his final five plus hour speech, Fidel Castro spoke in what
was perhaps the most calming voice of the conference.  After
five days of chanted slogans and angry denunciations from the
microphone, Castro spoke almost jovially.  He declared that every
Cuban can afford a baseball game at five cents of a US dollar,
that every Cuban was sufficiently fed with food and knowledge
and pride.  He told stories of the revolution and how great the
desire of the people for it had been.  Fidel spoke of his great love
of the ten million people on his island.  He told of the economic
difficulties of the Special Period and the ideological difficulties
of the dual economy.  I asked the Cuban woman who sat next to
me as Fidel took the stage if he gave public speeches very often.
“He shows up everywhere,” she said excitedly “In schools, in
factories, he likes to make surprise appearances.”   Not to perform
sound bites and disappear in a flash, though, but to perform hours
long speeches that verge on storytelling.

School children after attending the protest rally at which Lucius Walker spoke
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In practice, the absence of US financing will severely limit the
ability of small and medium-sized farmers with no foreign bank
contacts to make sales to Cuba, meaning that any agricultural
sales that could take place as a result of this legislation would
benefit primarily large companies.  The Cuban Ministry of
Foreign Affairs issued a statement at the time of the committee’s
vote on this bill saying, “Cuba will not cooperate with those
attempting to worsen the blockade—nor will it participate in the
public relations stunt of these sectors to pretend some alleviation
of the blockade when they are actually setting out to tighten it.
The Cuban Government—while reiterating its willingness to
maintain normal trade relations with US companies—makes it
clear that should this draft bill pass under such discriminatory
and humiliating conditions, Cuba will not engage in any trade
transactions whatsoever with the United States.”

The freezing into law of the travel restrictions makes
Congressional action necessary to expand any of the allowable
travel categories, and it removes the power of the President to
issue new general licenses for travel to Cuba.  This provision,
viewed as a victory by the Cuban-American legislators from
Florida, who generally take a pro-embargo anti-Castro view, is a
very unfortunate development and a huge step away from
normalizing relations, and considering the travel vote this July,
can in no way be viewed as the will of the Congress.

While President Clinton did sign the Agricultural Appropriations
bill, it was a large bill with a great many things to consider other
than the Cuban language.  FRD encouraged him to veto the bill,
as it takes a step backward where his previous actions had taken
a small step forward.  Clinton had expanded the list of general
categories for which US citizens could get licenses to visit Cuba,
encouraging a program of people-to-people contact.  The
Agricultural Appropriations bill took the right of the President
to create such categories and gave it to the Congress.

Most of this article is taken from a statement put out by the Latin
American Working Group.  LAWG is a coalition of over 60
organizations working to promote peace, justice and sustainable
development in Latin America.  For more information, contact
the Latin American Working Group, 110 Maryland Avenue NW,
Box 15, Washington, DC, 20002; phone (202)546-7010;
lawg@lawg.org; http://www.lawg.org.

(from front page)

Cruises to Cuba
Postponed Indefinitely

For cruise patrons who wanted more than simply sun and ocean,
the Cuba Cruise Corporation attempted to include educational
aspects, partially to make the cruises legal for Americans.  The
cruises would include educational seminars on Cuban history and
culture, and day visits to the island.  While US law requires that
US citizens not spend money on the island, the portions of the
cruises on the island were to be fully hosted by the Center for
Education and Training, a Canadian organization specializing in
adult education.

After getting around a host of legal issues, though, only a week
before the inaugural voyage, the cruises were suspended because
of numerous telephone threats, including a bomb threat.  Sam
Blythe, president of Cuba Cruises, and of the Toronto-based Blythe
Travel, said that threats made it impossible to guarantee the safety
and security of passengers and crew.  He promised full refunds for
passengers already booked, and indefinitely postponed his
inaugural cruise.

Asked about his future plans, Blythe says that he intends to form
an underground railroad for Americans wishing to travel to Cuba.
He also mentions that the numbers of Americans who travel to
Cuba each year are growing rapidly from a current 150,000 per
year.

For more information, contact Cuba Cruise Corporation:  phone
(800)387-1387, fax (416) 964-5644, exotic@blythtravel.com,
www.cubacruising.com.

Bombings and Water Pipes

Lawyers say that Luis Posada Carriles came to Panama
(clandestinely under a false passport)  to “buy a water pump” and
“they never heard any talk about killing Castro.” The laugh comes
from the fact that in Spanish, the word “bomba” means both “bomb”
and “pump.”  The defense is that any witnesses that heard them
talking about a bomb, simply misinterpreted, and they were really
just talking about a water pump.  Carriles was arrested in Panama
this November for terrorism hours after Fidel Castro publicly
announced that Carriles was in Panama attempting to kill him.
Castro was there for an Ibero-American summit.  Cuba has
requested extradition of Carriles and vowed not to execute him.

Carriles left Cuba shortly after the 1959 revolution.  He spent nine
years in prison in Venezuela before escaping from custody during
several trials for the 1976 bombing of a Cuban jetliner which killed
73 people. In the 1980s, Nicaragua’s leftist Sandinista government
accused Posada Carriles of working with the CIA to run guns for
the Contra rebels. More recently, Posada Carriles admitted to
masterminding about a dozen bombings of Havana tourist locales
in 1997, including one that killed a young Italian tourist.

CUBA

Cuba and the Agricultural
Appropriations Bill

Join FRD in Cuba!
See page 31 for details
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Elián is a Normal Child

Elián Gonzalez, whose personal and political drama captured
world attention, is 7 years old and everyone in Cuba knows it.
Elián’s birthday was celebrated December 6 in schools all over
Cuba. The biggest party, at his own school in the coastal town of
Cardenas, was attended by Cuban President Fidel Castro.

“It was for all the children of Cuba,” Elián’s father, Juan Miguel
Gonzalez, told CNN. “It was a collective birthday party for all
the children.”

Wednesday’s party was the first time Castro has been seen publicly
with Elián since the child’s return, but his father says he is not
being manipulated.

“My son has at no time been manipulated here by anyone. Nor
has he been used politically,” he said.  In what might be seen as
a typical Cuban attitude, Elián’s father downplayed his son’s
notoriety, explaining that his son deserves exactly what every
other Cuban child deserves, no more and no less.

“When it is said that he should be a symbol, it means that he
should be an example, a child who is well brought up, well
educated, with respect to all that happened. Simply that,”
Gonzalez told CNN. “He feels very normal ... he has the same
privileges as everyone else; the same treatment. There’s nothing
exceptional.” [edited from CNN website]

John Lennon Statue

On December 8 in a park at 15 and 6 streets in Vedado, Havana,
Cuba, a statue of John Lennon was unveiled by Fidel Castro in a
ceremony that included a speech by Ricardo Alarcon, Presiding
Officer of Cuba’s National Assembly.  In classic Cuban style,
Alarcon spoke at length, so only a small portion is included below.

Compañeras y compañeros:

Here, in front of the excellent work of art of José Villa, we
return to listen to what some said twenty years ago today:
“About this man you can believe anything except that he is
dead.”  ...This place will always be a testimonial to struggle, a
summoning to humanism. It will also be a permanent homage
to a generation that wanted to transform the world, and to the
rebellious spirit, innovative, of the artist who helped forge that
generation and at the same time is one of its most authentic
symbols.

...Dear John,...You were always among us. Now, in addition, we
offer you this bench where you can rest and this park to receive
your compañeros and friends.  Your message could not
disappear because love had, and still has, many battles to fight.
Because you had the privilege to hear it in millions of voices
that became yours and continued raising it up like a hymn.

Wasn’t it a yellow submarine that surfaced that afternoon in
1966 in the port of New York and marched at the front of
thousands of young people who condemned the war? How
many hundreds of thousands demanded that peace be given a
chance, and were in solidarity with the people of Vietnam,
there in Washington, in front of the monument, that
unforgettable November 15th in 1969? On that day, didn’t your
art reach its highest realization? How many times did it not
multiply from Berkeley to New England and from one continent
to another, that generation that believed that love could prevail
over war?

..Our boat will continue
sailing. Nothing will stop it. It
is driven by “a wind that never
dies.” They will call us
dreamers but our ranks will
grow. We will defend the
vanquished dream and
struggle to make real all
dreams. Neither storms nor
pirates will hold us back. We
will sail on until we reach the
new world that we will know
how to build.

[Translated by Cindy O’Hara]

Upcoming  Academic
Events in Cuba

for Licensed Travel

Feb 5 to  9 Pedagogy 2001
Feb 27  to Mar 2 Food and Nutrition
Mar 19 to 24 Hypnosis
Mar 19  to 23  Geology and Mining
Apr 10 to 12 Jose Marti and Hispanic Letter
Apr 16 to 20 Pedagogy on Nursing
Apr 16 to 20 International Congress on Chemistry
Apr 17 to 20 Social Security
Apr 25 to 27 5th Congress on Health Sciences

      Information (CRICS V)
May 14 to 18 Hematology and Immunology
May 15 to 17 Renovation of Historic Landmarks
May 16 to 18 Ethics, Culture, Development,

       International Law and the United Nations
May 22 to 25 Innovation in Education
May 28 to 30 Colloquium on Ernest Hemingway

For more information, including detailed descriptions, contact
Marazul Tours www.marazultours.com, (800)223-5334, Tower
Plaza Mall 4100 Park Ave., Weehawken, NJ 07087,
info@marazultours.com.
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Resources

RESOURCES

Regional Interest

Exiting Indochina: U.S. Leadership of the Cambodia
    Settlement & Normalization with Vietnam
By Richard H. Solomon with Foreword by Stanley
Karnow
ISBN: 1929223013, $12.50

The Literary Canon of Southeast Asia: Literatures of
   Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
   Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam
Edited by David Smyth
ISBN: 1860641776, $69.95

Cambodia

Anatomy of a Crisis: Education, Development and the
   State in Cambodia, 1953-1998
By David M. Ayres
ISBN: 0824822382, $54.00

Angkor Wat: Time, Space and Kingship
By Eleanor Mannikka
ISBN: 0824823532, $28.00

A Blessing Over Ashes: The Remarkable Odyssey of My
   Unlikely Brother
By Adam Fifield
ISBN: 0380976803, $24.00

Cambodia (The International Library of Social Change
   in Asia Pacific)
By: Sorpong Peou
ISBN: 0754621197, $150.00

Cambodia: The Years of Turmoil
By Roland Neveu
ISBN: 9748579689, $35.00

Dance in Cambodia
By Toni Samantha Phim and Ashley Thompson
ISBN: 9835600597, $19.95

First They Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia
   Remembers
By Loung Ung
ISBN: 0060931388, $13.00

Intervention and Regime Change in Cambodia:
   Towards Democracy?
By Sorpong Peou
ISBN: 0312227175, $59.95

Music Through the Dark: A Tale of Survival in
  Cambodia
By Bree Lanfreniere & Daran Kravanh
ISBN: 0824822668, $17.95

Peace, Power and Resistance in Cambodia: Global
   Governance and the Failure of International Conflict
   Resolution
By Pierre P. Lizée
ISBN: 0312224060, $65.00

United States Foreign Policy Towards Cambodia,
   1977-92: A Question of Realities
By Christopher Brady
ISBN: 0312220219, $65.00

Voices from S-21: Terror and History in Pol Pot’s Secret
    Prison
By David Chandler
ISBN: 0520222474, $17.95

Laos

Land of Smiles
By T.C. Huo
ISBN: 0452281857, $12.95

Laos: Culture and Society
Edited by Grant Evans
ISBN: 1886028052, $14.95

RECENT PUBLICATIONS
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Vietnam

Battle Notes: Music of the Vietnam War
By Lee Anderson
ISBN: 9748709043, $24.95

Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War: A Political, Social
    and Military History (abridged)
Edited by Spencer C. Tucker
ISBN: 0195135245, $45.00

Fragments of the Present: Searching for Modernity in
   Vietnam’s South
By Philip Taylor
ISBN: 0824824172, $32.00

The Girl in the Picture: The Story of Kim Phuc, the
   Photograph, and the Vietnam War
By Denise Chong
ISBN: 067088040X, $25.95

Ho Chi Minh
By William J. Duiker
ISBN: 0786863870, $35.00

Prospects in Trade, Investment and Business in Vietnam
   and East Asia
Edited by Tran Van Hoa
ISBN: 013222656X, $69.95

The Sacred Willow: Four Generations in the Life of a
    Vietnamese Family
By Duong Van Mai Elliot
ISBN: 0195137876, $16.95

Socioeconomic Renovation in Viet Nam: The Origin,
    Evolution and Impact of Doi Moi
Edited by Peter Boothroyd and Pham Xuan Nam
ISBN: 0889369046, $20.00

Vietnamese Foreign Policy in Transition
Edited by Carl Thayer and Ramses Amer
ISBN: 0312228848, $55.00

The Visiting Arts Vietnam Arts Directory
To be published December 2000
ISBN: 190234930X

Cuba

Capitalism in Crisis: Globalization and World Politics Today
By Fidel Castro
ISBN: 1876175184, $19.95

Cuba: Que Bola: A Photographic Essay (with Spanish and
English text)
By Tania Jovanovic
ISBN: 1876175206, $24.95

The Cuban Exile Movement: Dissidents or Mercenaries?
By Hernando Calvo & Katlin Declercq
ISBN: 187617515X,  $16.95

Solidaridad sin Fronteras (Solidarity without Borders)
By Fidel Castro
ISBN: 1876175311, $11.95

GENERAL/REGIONAL INTEREST

The Asian Educational Media Service (AEMS)
http://www.aems.uiuc.edu
Database contains titles of over 3,500 audio-visual
materials searchable by geographic region, title, media
type, audience level and subject matter.

International Journal of Not-for-Profit Law (IJNL)
http://www.icnl.org/journal/vol2iss3
A quarterly journal on the status and development of laws
affecting not-for-profit organizations in countries around the
world.

Study Abroad Asia WWW Virtual Library
http://asnic.utexas.edu/asnic/stdyabrd/StdyabrdAsia.html
Provides multiple listings of and links to academic
programs and resources for studying abroad in Asia,
categorized by country, as well as links to information
about Asian languages taught in US colleges and
universities.

Vietnam

Vietnam Cultural Window Magazine
http://www.vnn.vn/english/vncw/
Magazine of culture and arts focusing on Vietnam.

INTERNET

THE THIRD FORCE, THE RISE OF TRANSNATIONAL CIVIL
SOCIETY, a collection of essays published by the Japan Center for
International Exchange and the Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace (JCIE/USA) edited by Ann Florini.  Topics include corruption,
nuclear nonproliferation, big dams, democracy, landmines and human
rights. 295 pages Available from Brookings Institution Press, Dept.
029, Washington, DC 20042; 1-800-275-1447, bibooks@brook.edu
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Cambodia

“The Legacy of Absence”
Includes works by ten Khmer artists
January 2000
Reyum Gallery
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

“Samritechhak (Othello)”
Produced by Sophiline Cheam Shapiro
April 2000
Phnom Penh’s University of Fine Art
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

EXHIBITIONS/
PERFORMANCES

Vietnam

“Midsummer Night’s Dream”
Joint production between the Central Dramatic Company
of Vietnam and the Artists’ Repertory Theatre of Portland,
Oregon
Hanoi, Vietnam

“Swedish Encounters with Bui Huan Phai: Artist in Late
20th Century Vietnam”
October 14, 2000 – January 7, 2001
Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities
Stockholm, Sweden

“Through Children’s Eyes”
Photo exhibition of children mutilated by landmines
Organized by the Vietnam Committee for the Protection
and Care of Children together with Catholic Relief Services
November 2000
Hanoi, Vietnam

Specializing in Fine Contemporary Vietnamese Art

Exhibiting at the Landon Gallery
1926 Broadway

(between 64th and 65th St)
Third Floor

New York City
Tel: 212-721-8277 Fax: 212-721-2313

December 7th - 31st, 2000

Phan Cam Thuong (b. 1957) Mysteries of the Temple, 1999, ink on paper,  27.5 x 54 inches

JUDITH HUGHES DAY/SARAH WOODS
P. O. Box 231364, Ansonia Station

New York, NY 10023 USA
By Appointment

Tel: 212-721-3053 Fax: 212-877-9455
email: JHDArtAsia@aol.com

website: www.imagesvietnam.com

RESOURCES

If you would like to be included in our Resources section, please email information to milhaupt@mindspring.com.

advertisement
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Association for Asian Studies (AAS) 2001 Annual Meeting
   March 22-25, 2001    Chicago, IL

   Contact AAS at 1021 East Huron St, Ann Arbor MI 48104.  phone (734)665-4290 fax (734)665-3801;
    registration@aasianst.org; http://www.aasianst.org/annmtg.htm

Regional Interest

March 22, 2001
Roundtable: America’s Role in Asia: Cross-currents
and Contradictions
Catharin Dalpino, Brookings Institution

March 23, 2001
Competing Knowledges in Post-Revoluntionary
Indochina
Barley Norton, School of Oriental and African Studies

March 23, 2001
Competing Realities in Post-Revolutionary Indochina
Shaun K. Malarney, International Christian University

March 24, 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Annual AAS Roundtable on Educational
Exchange with Indochina, coordinated by
the Fund for Reconciliation and Development
If you would like to make a brief presentation at
the Roundtable, please send an e-mail to
jmcauliff@igc.org, fax 212-367-4366 or call
212-367-4220.

Vietnam

March 22, 2001
Vietnam and the State in the 1950s: Arguments, Visions,
Implementations
Shawn F. McHale, George Washington University

March 23, 2001
Village Modern: Transforming Tradition in Rural Northern
Vietnam
Hue-Tam Ho Tai, Harvard University

March 24, 2001
Writing and Narrating Socialist Personhoods: State Tropes,
Autobiography, and the Rhetoric of Self-Presentation in
Vietnam
Narquis Barak, Harvard University

March 24, 2001
Wealth and Poverty in Vietnam: Local Dynamics, State
Policies and Global Linkages – Sponsored by Vietnam
Studies Group
Hy Van Luong, University of Toronto

March 24, 2001
Rationalities of Economy: The Institutional Origins of Post-
Socialist Developments in Vietnam and China
Regina Abrami, University of California, Berkeley

Regional

International Conference on Gender & Indochina
Mar 3-4, 2001
Women’s Action & Resource Initiative
Bangkok, Thailand
Contact: phone (662)997-72-79, fax (662) 997-75-36

CONFERENCES/
SYMPOSIA

Vietnam

“The Art Of Reconciliation: Voices from The American-
   Vietnam War”
November 11, 2000
Eastern Connecticut State University, co-sponsored with
Curbstone Press
Willimantic, CT
Contact: Rick Hornung (860) 465-5198

Cuba

“Fifth Annual Sustainable Agriculture Delegation to Cuba”
February 4-13, 2001
Food First/ Institute for Food and Development Policy
co-hosted by the Cuban Organic Agriculture Group (GAO)
Contact: Kristina Cañizares (510) 654-4400
kcaniz@foodfirst.orgzvw
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Project on the Vietnamese Diaspora, Rockefeller
Fellowship In the Humanities 2001-2002 Applications due
on or before January 31, 2001.  For more information:
http://omega.cc.umb.edu/~diaspora or contact Kevin
Bowen / Nguyen Ba Chung (Project Diaspora), William
Joiner Center for the Study of War and Social
Consequences, Healey Library 10-8, 100 Morrissey Blvd,
Boston, MA 02125-3393, phone (617)287-5850, fax
(617)287-5855, Chung.Nguyen@umb.edu.

The Ford Foundation International Fellowship Program
provides opportunities for advanced study to exceptional
individuals who will use this education to become leaders
in their respective fields, furthering development in their
own countries and greater economic and social justice
worldwide. Vietnam Nationals are eligible. Application are
available from the Center for Educational Exchange with
Vietnam (CEEVN), Suite # 602 Sao Bac Building, 5 Pho
Da Tuong Hanoi, Vietnam.  Email: edex@netnam.org.vn

Consultant(s) sought for development project in planning
for three northern mountainous communes of Vietnam for
two months between March and July 2001.  Consultants
should have specialist knowledge and experience in:
livelihoods in mountainous regions; ecology; culture; or
indigenous knowledge. Applications welcome from
nationals and expatriates, Vietnamese language skills
preferred. Contact CARITAS Switzerland, 218 Doi Can,
Ba Dinh, Hanoi,  carswi@netnam.org.vn

The Australia National University in Canberra seeks both
a Convenor of the School’s project on Resource
Management in Asia-Pacific and a Post Doctoral Fellow
or Research Fellow to undertake research on water
resource management. The RMAP Project addresses the
social, political and economic context of environmental and
resource management in the Asia-Pacific region.  Contact
Dr Chris Ballard phone 61-2-6249-0305, fax 61-2-6249-
5525,  chris.ballard@anu.edu.au.

The Social Science Research Council (SSRC) and the
National Center for Social Sciences and Humanities are
seeking one professor each from anthropology and
sociology for one year (2001-2) interdisciplinary social
sciences research training course in Hanoi,
Vietnam.Contact www.ssrc.org, or Van Tran, SSRC, 810
7thAvenue, 31st Floor, NY, NY 10019, phone (212) 377-
2700, tran@ssrc.org.

Toyota Foundation seeks Program Officer for its SE Asia
(emphasis on Vietnam) program.  Fluency in Japanese
required, in Vietnamese helpful. Contact Mr. Kyoichi
Tanaka  phone 81-3-3344-1701 fax 81-3-3342-6911,
tanaka@toyotafound.or.jp.

The Stanley Foundation seeks a program associate for the
Emerging From Conflict program, dealing with the
international relations and foreign and security policy.
Information at www.emergingfromconflict.org Contact
www.stanleyfdn.org, or Mr. Dana Pittman, 209 Iowa Ave
Muscatine, IA 52761 phone 319-264-1500 fax 319-264-0864
stanley@stanleyfdn.org

POSITIONS OPEN

Angels by HaEast-Vietnam
HaEast-Vietnam provided the angels featured in the Fund
for Reconciliation and Development’s “Be An Angel”
Campaign (see p. 16-17).  According to Ms. Yen of HaEast
“lucky angels are made by homeless and street children in
Vietnam.  Their lives are extremely unhappy, so they always
wish to have a bright and happy life….  [The] lucky angel is
the creation which comes from those strong wishes.  In their
minds, [the] lucky angel is able to bring that luck to them to
change their present lives into better ones.”

The owner of HaEast is Tran Hong Ha, one of the early
Vietnamese exchange students sponsored by the US-
Indochina Reconciliation Project (USIRP) at SUNY Buffalo
in 1993 in cooperation with businessman Nick Kelly.  Her
shop, located in Hanoi’s Meritus/West Lake Hotel, features
a mixture of eastern and western fashion accessories and
interior furnishings produced by craftspeople from national
minorities.  HaEast ships wholesale and is seeking
international partners.  Contact Hong Ha at
nguoi2000@hotmail.com.
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New Publications
Available from FRD

VIETNAM EDUCATION AND TRAINING DIRECTORY (new
edition) produced by the Ministry of Education and Training (MOET).
This is an indispensable book for those wishing to work with
Vietnam’s large and complex higher education system.  It includes
chapters on the organizational structure of the education system, a
comprehensive survey of education from the primary to the post-
graduate level, strategy for development to the year 2020, and
descriptions of every tertiary institution with contact information.  284
pages, $10

VIETNAM MUSEUM OF ETHNOLOGY catalogue produced with
French and American assistance as a guide to one of the most
interesting places to visit in Hanoi.  High quality color photos and
maps accompany text about the principle ethnic groups.  Good as a
“coffee table” gift or for library use.  123 pages, $25

NATIONAL CENTER FOR SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES
(NCSSH) has produced a new color illustrated directory describing
its 27 specialized institutes, centers and publications with contact
information.  62 pages, $4

To order, please use form inside back cover.

PS  From the Editor...
As Bill Clinton concludes his Presidency, we should give
due credit to how much his Administration has contributed
to the process of reconciliation.  Steady progress with
Vietnam is well documented, concluding with the historic
visit described in this issue.

A lesser known story is Cambodia where this
Administration played a significant role in moving the US
from partisan intervention during the civil war of the 1980s
(effectively in league with the Khmer Rouge) to become
an even-handed force for reconciliation between the royalist
FUNCINPEC and the formerly socialist CPP, even through
the painful 1997-98 period of civil war redux.

The record with Laos is less impressive, as the
Administration allowed a trade agreement and a new
Ambassador to be held hostage by the same war-spawned
attitudes in Congress that it overcame regarding Vietnam
and Cambodia.

Cuba is an even bigger disappointment.  The Administration
followed the correct legal and humanitarian path of
allowing Elian to return to his father and then allowed its
ability to move further on food, medicine and travel to be
constrained by anti-democratic maneuvers in the Congress.

Now, new players take the national stage.  All concerned
feel confident that the Bush Administration will carry out
the trade agreement with Vietnam.  Less clear, until
appointments are made within the National Security
Council and State Department and to ambassadorships, is
what attitude will be taken towards the governing parties
and political systems within Indochina.

Aspects of the analysis and rhetoric of Secretary of State
designate Colin Powell and National Security Adviser
designate Condoleeza Rice suggest they are not inclined
to intervene in the domestic politics of countries that do
not directly threaten the US.  However, conservative interest
groups and exile political organizations associated with the
Republican Party are already expressing confidence that
the new Administration will adopt policies more
sympathetic to their goals of unseating the Cambodian, Lao,
Vietnamese and Cuban governments.

Should these groups succeed in influencing US policy in
this fashion, the work of American private institutions in
all four countries will become more difficult and will require
direct countervailing advocacy with our own government.

—John McAuliff

Visit Cuba with FRD

The Fund for Reconciliation and Development is planning a
trip to Cuba in April of 2001.  It will provide a general
introduction for individual and organizations in the FRD
network to the accomplishments and challenges faced by a
country with similarities to and differences from Indochina.
The trip will offer a special opportunity for US NGOs,
foundations and universities now working in Indochina to
meet with Cuban counterparts.  For information, contact Zach
Berman at uscuba@igc.org or 212-367-4287

Forum Conference

The Forum on Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam will hold its
tenth conference in Vientiane in June 2001.  A draft agenda
is available at www.usirp.org or by requesting a copy of the
September 2000 Interchange from FRD.
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Resource Order Form
Please remit payment to:

Fund for Reconciliation and Development
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 727

New York, NY 10115
Name______________________________________________________________________
Organization ________________________________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________
City ______________________State _____    Zip Code ________Country______________
Phone _______________ Fax__________________  Email___________________________

NEW
____ Vietnam Education and Training Directory, $10
____ Vietnam Museum of Ethnology catalogue, $25
____ National Center for Social Sciences and Humanities Directory, $4

____ 1999-2000 Directory of INGOS in Vietnam, $30
____ 1998 Directory of INGOS in Vietnam, $5
____ 1998 Report on the Workshop on Corporate Philanthropy in Vietnam, $5
____ Directory of Vietnamese Education and Training, 1995, $3
____ Regulations for NGOs in Vietnam, $1
____ Learning to Work in Vietnam by Lady Borton, $1
____ Sensing the Enemy by Lady Borton, $3 for postage

____ 2000 Annotated List of North American Not-for-Profits working in Indochina, $10
____ 1999 Directory of International Humanitarian Assistance in Cambodia, $30
____ 1998 Directory of International Humanitarian Assistance in Cambodia, $5

____ 2000 Directory of INGOs in Laos, $30
____ National University of Laos Handbook, $1

____ 25th Anniversary Program in Washington video, $10
____ Agent Orange and Landmines/UXO video, $10

*For 1st class domestic shipping, add 10%   Subtotal ______________
*For  international surface, add 25%   Postage * ______________
*For international air, add  50%
-----For credit cards, add 5%----- Total amount enclosed______________

___ Enclosed is my check payable to the Fund for Reconciliation and Development

___ Please bill my       __Visa       __MC       __AmEx
Card Number____________________________________  Expiration date______
Signature___________________________________________________________
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