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Gressingham Parish Meeting 

    

Annual Report on the work of the Parish Council 
 
This report covers the period May 2019 – April 2020 
 
All meeting minutes, agenda, accounts and other relevant items are posted on Hornby 
Village website (this complies with statutory Transparency obligations).  A summary of the 
minutes is also posted on the village noticeboard and circulated to parishioners via 
TinyLetter emails. 
 
Annual Parish Meeting 
Although the organisation of the Annual Parish Meeting is not formally the responsibility of 
the Parish Council, customarily the PC Clerk has instigated the meetings and the chair of the 
PC chairs the meeting.   
 
One regular item of business is the annual process to appoint trustees to the Gressingham 
Village Trust.  However  it is possible under the Gressingham Village Trust’s constitution to 
delay the appointment of a trustee until such a time when a physical Parish Meeting can be 
convened –  to the next year if necessary.  It  was therefore agreed that the 2020 meeting 
would not take place but consultation about any village issues could take place via an on-
line forum.   
 
This ‘Annual Report on the work of the Parish Council’ would normally be presented at the 
Parish Meeting.  This year however, because of the Coronavirus pandemic, no physical 
meeting is possible. Instead this report is to be circulated to villagers via the TinyLetter 
community email and posted on the Hornby Village website:  
 
http://www.hornbyvillage.org.uk/organisations/gressingham-parish-council 

 
~~ 

 
As the Coronavirus restrictions prevented the Parish Council holding public face-to-face 
meetings, all meetings from June 2020 onwards have been held ‘virtually’ using the Zoom 
internet video conferencing service.  Members of the public are still invited to ‘attend’ and 
participate as usual.  This is enabled by prior arrangement with the Clerk.   
 
The PC meets nominally six times a year, and there are 5 seats.   
 
Councillors elected for 4-year terms until May 2023 are:   
 

1. Martin Brooks (Chair) 
2. Penny Foulds  
3. Michele Luxon (Vice-Chair) 
4. Grant Parker 
5. Neil Read 

 
Lesley Waring continues as Clerk.  
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Following the local council elections in May 2019, Neil Read agreed to continue to serve as 
chair, but expressed a wish for this to be for a short term only, given that he had already 
served for 6 years. Martin Brooks volunteered to take over as Chair and Michele Luxon 
volunteered to serve as Vice-Chair.  The transfer took place with both positions being 
ratified at the May 2020 meeting.  
  
Council procedures and practices are routinely monitored using an Annual Governance 
Cycle document and other monitoring arrangements.    
 

Finance and Governance  

Thanks are due to Lesley Waring, who agreed to continue as our Responsible Financial 
Officer (in addition to her role as PC Clerk).  Thanks also to Andrea Lumb who again 
volunteered to act as our Internal Auditor. 

 

2020/21 Precept bid 
It was agreed to request an increase to the precept, which had not been increased since 
2018/19 when it was raised from £1430 to £1930. An significant £500 increase was agreed 
on the grounds that the PC reserves had become seriously depleted. The PC had therefore 
decided that it needed to rebuild a reserve to allow for contingency funds for emergencies 
and also for planned expenditure on items which benefited the whole community but which 
might be relatively expensive (e.g. SpIDs, costing between £1K to £2K). As a result of the 
2018/19 increase and careful management, the PC had succeeded in building up a healthier 
reserve during 2018/19 and 2019/20 (estimated at between £500 and £1000 at 31 March 
2020). However, members were concerned that this was still not sufficient to provide both 
for a contingency fund and also the purchase of items such as a second SpID (so that both 
ends of the village were covered) or for environmental projects. It was noted that the PC 
had already discussed and agreed on the desirability of purchasing a second SpID and was 
also supportive of being able to contribute towards eco projects that might emerge from 
the newly established Greener Gressingham Group. In order to allow for both beneficial 
expenditure and the maintenance of a reserve, the PC therefore agreed to raise the Precept 
from £1930 to £2000 for 2020/21. 
 
Gressingham and Eskrigge Community Emergency Plan (CEP)  
The PC had already given consideration to the creation of a local emergency plan and 
recurrent flooding over the winter, and the emergence of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
crisis had acted as a catalyst to action. 
 
The PC invited the Lancaster City Council Civil Contingencies Officer Mark Bartlett, and 
Richard Gargini the co-ordinator of the Wennington Community Emergency Plan to give a 
briefing.  Gressingham resident Mike Leaf, who has professional experience of emergency 
planning, was also present.   
 
The inaugural meeting of CEP group was held in March 2020 and was attended by all PC 
members plus village resident Mike Leaf.  Whilst the CEP is intended to cover all risks, in 
view of the emerging Coronavirus pandemic it was agreed to prioritise this single issue. 
Accordingly, an action plan for the coronavirus emergency was drawn up and, within two 
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days an advice and Information Notice (appended to this webpage) had been produced, 
printed and distributed to all households in Gressingham and Eskrigge and also circulated 
electronically via TinyLetter.  Several positive email comments were received from residents 
and there had been several requests to the Gressingham Helpline in response to the 
circulation of this information sheet.   
 
It is intended to continue to develop a broader Community Emergency Plan in readiness for 
the coming winter and possible bad weather. 

 
Pearson Trust Working Group (PTWG) 
Reports of PTWG activities have been given regularly to the PC meetings.  The PC is an 
‘interested party’ and a critical friend/sounding board if and as required, whilst at this time 
holding no view on the eventual outcome of the PTWG process. 
 
The PTWG asked the PC if it would submit a ‘Neighbourhood Area Designation’ application 
to Lancaster City Council on behalf of the PTWG. This would initiate the Community Right To 
Build Order (CRTBO) process in relation to the Old School Room and, by association, 
Gressingham Church.  This was agreed, on condition that the PTWG should undertake a 
robust consultation process to explain the details and consequences of what is being 
proposed - and to gather the views of residents on these proposals – before the conditions 
to be attached to the referendum question are finalised. A response had been received to 
his letter, assuring the PC that the PTWG would undertake a consultation. 

 
As a result of coronavirus restrictions, local authorities are not running elections and the 
Heritage Lottery have suspended all work on their major programmes, so PTWG work is 
effectively suspended.  The next steps would have been the referendum and progressing an 
application for funding from the Lottery Heritage Fund.   
 
Further details are available on the PTWG website:   http://bit.do/PTWG 
 
Police and crime reports  
In response to concern at the level of crime (particularly affecting farms in the area) and the 
police responses, the PC invited a police representative to attend a PC meeting.   
 
Lorraine Ellwood, The Rural, Wildlife and Heritage Crime Co-ordinator for Lancashire 
Constabulary, attended the November 2019 PC meeting, accompanied by a Community 
Beat Officer from the County.   
 
She explained that 74% of the County Constabulary is rural and the Rural, Wildlife and 
Heritage Crime Unit is responsible for tackling rural theft and wildlife and heritage crime. 
Although she is the only dedicated full-time staff member in the unit, there are also several 
part-time rural crime specialists and the unit has trained 150 officers across the county. She 
outlined the links the unit has with other sections of the Lancashire Constabulary and also 
with others e.g.: Cumbria, North Yorkshire, Metropolitan Manchester. 
 
Ms Ellwood explained that resources are targeted where they are most needed. The main 
criteria used to determine this is the number of reported crimes in different areas. It is 
therefore extremely important that residents report all suspected crimes so that they can be 
accurately logged. Good intelligence is vital to fighting rural crime. She explained how the 

http://bit.do/PTWG
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unit is able to assimilate all the information from across the county and can often see 
patterns and trends which can lead to targeted operations to combat crime using the 
Constabulary’s Tactical Operations units especially where major organised crime is involved.  
 
She outlined the work currently being undertaken to collect accurate information about the 
location of farms and outlying houses.  She explained the different ways crimes can be 
reported and stressed again the importance of encouraging residents to report anything 
suspicious. 
 
It was reported at the March meeting of the PC,  a spate of burglaries had taken place in the 
local area which was of great concern.  It was agreed to produce a guide on how to report 
crime or suspicious activity, drawing on the information for the earlier briefing, to be 
circulated via TinyLetter.   
 
(It was reported that a Gressingham Village WhatsApp group had been set up to enable 
people to report anything suspicious or to request help in emergencies). 
 
Footpath Maintenance  
Two grants for public footpath maintenance work were obtained from the County Council, 
and M A Brooks Ltd was contracted to undertake the work.  Several footpaths have since 
been cleared and stiles repaired. 
 
Planning Applications  
Planning Applications are routinely reviewed at PC meetings.  Of particular concern during 
this review period are proposals for housing developments in Hornby, because of the 
potential increase in traffic through Gressingham.   
 
Of particular concern is the proposal for a development of 76 houses at the north end of 
Hornby (18/01165/HYB) and outline planning application (18/01611/FUL) for 23 dwellings 
on land north of Royal Oak Meadow, Hornby.  (An outline application for 11 houses at the 
rear of Ingleborough View has already been approved). 
 
Traffic calming 
The illuminated SPeed InDicator Sign (SPID) has been working well, located at the eastern 
approach to the village.  Neil Read has converted the sign to run on a car battery, which has 
significantly increased the time between recharging operations. 
 
The owner of Gressingham Hall has kindly given permission for a solar panel to be installed 
on her land. This would provide supplementary power to the battery pack, and thus the 
battery would last even longer. The possibility of purchasing a second-hand SpID to use at 
the Borrans end of the village was also being actively pursued.  This would also be adapted 
for car battery and solar panel power supply. 
 
Efforts to calm the speed of traffic through Gressingham has been persuaded by the PC 
since at least 2015!  Traffic measurements recorded by the SpID in 2017 recorded vehicles 
entering the village had a median speed of 33mph (exceeding the 30mph speed limit).  15% 
of the vehicles were travelling faster than 40mph, and 39% faster than 35mph. 
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A letter about road safety concerns, and particularly asking for his support in obtaining a 
20mph speed limit, was sent to Keith Iddon, the County Council Cabinet member for 
Highways.  His reply stated, “there have been no recorded injury collisions at this location in 
the past five years. This, along with the relatively low mean speed data does not support the 
need for further traffic calming measures here at this time.”  Clearly we need more 
accidents! 

A traffic mirror has been installed opposite the Old School Room, at the request of 
residents. The location is not ideal however, and a possible better location is to be pursued 
with the landowner. 

 
Road Maintenance 
Councillors regularly monitor and report instances of damage to the roads in and around the 
village.  Fault reports are frequently raised on the County Council website (which is available 
for anyone to use), and individual issues chased up with the Highways Dept when necessary.  
 
Loyn Bridge 
Improvements to signage and road markings had previously been requested by the PC, with 
the aim of minimising further road traffic damage to Loyn Bridge.  Although the County 
Council had agreed to this, and had produced a plan, only a part of the plan has ever been 
implemented!  The PC has been chasing this with the council. 
 
Drainage 
Flooding arising from water flowing down Rabbit Lane has given rise to much concern and 
practical action from councillors and affected residents.  Several appeals for help have been 
made to the City Council, with mixed results.  Relentless central government funding cuts to 
council budgets over the past few years are often quoted as a barrier to greater council 
involvement.    
 
White Bridges:   For some time, the PC has been concerned about the slippery conditions 
that develop during winter months on the footpath leading to & over the ‘White Bridges’.   
Signs were put up warning of the hazard.  
 
Although the County Council appears to be have accepted responsibility 
for this thoroughfare (having previously done some work to maintain the 
path), they cannot justify the expenditure to maintain the footpath in a safe condition.  
 
PC members agreed to investigate the cost of employing a contractor to power wash the 
surface of the path on a regular basis. An estimate was obtained, cost of regular power-
washing would be £800-900.  It was agreed that expenditure of this scale from the annual 
precept could not be justified.  It was agreed to consider alternative ways of dealing with 
the matter. 

 
Defibrillator:  Thankfully, the Defibrillator has not had to be used during this review period.  
Thanks go to Sally Riley for her weekly maintenance checks.  
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Litter Pick: Another successful Litter Pick was held on 7th March.  It was well attended and 
several bags of rubbish were collected.  The PC recorded its thanks to David Wiper who had 
organised the activity on the day, and to Lesley Waring for liaising with the City Council. 

 

Greener Gressingham 

The PC fully supports the community initiative proposed by John Hamlett.  An inaugural 
meeting was well-supported and a spin-off Pollen Patch group has been formed.  Other 
initiatives included a tree-planting scheme and a project to investigate the feasibility of 
extracting power from Gressingham Beck o provide background heating in the church. 

A suggestion was received from a village resident, proposing that a wild flower planting & 
weed clearance team should be set up. The PC supported the idea in principle, and a notice 
was circulated via TinyLetter asking for volunteers for a task force to plant and manage a 
pollen patch and also to keep the area near the White Bridges free of weeds. 

Whilst there seemed to be support for the idea it was not clear whether there was anyone 
in the village who would be prepared to take on the role of organising a task force and 
overseeing the work. 

PC members were supportive of making a modest donation towards the cost of seeds and 
planting if requested to do so. 

Although the overgrown car parking place at the bottom of Back Lane near Mill Bridge had 
been mown by the County Council, it was noted that village volunteers had agreed to 
continue to try and keep it clear during the height of the growing season. Volunteers would 
also work on removing debris, weeds and overhanging branches along the path over the 
White Bridges.  

AA village sign 

Jane Paxman offer to donate a vintage AA sign to the village for erection on the outside of 
the OSR.  (The sign had originally been located in Gressingham).  She generously offered to 
pay half the cost of renovating and protecting the sign for outside use; she did not wish for 
the sign to be installed inside the OSR.  However, following enquiries, it became apparent 
that the PC wold be unable to justify funding the necessary renovation work plus the 
planning application fee.     

Himalayan Balsam  

Thanks go to Alice Helyar for organising another ‘Balsam Bash’ around the village in June 
2019.  She reported a good turn-out, and that it was heartening to find  how effective the 
previous year’s effort had been, and how encouraging it had been that, “there was so little 
in the places we hit hard. It does work, as long as we keep at it!”  

 

Planning Applications: 

18/01165/HYB: Erection of 76 residential units and GP surgery, Hornby.  It was reported that 
the City Council had still not made a decision on this application.  It was reported that the 
delay was due to ongoing discussions about the Gressingham Road-Melling Road junction at 
the Pointer and also about the costs of the proposed new doctors’ surgery.   

18/01611/FUL: Erection of 28 dwellings on land north of Royal Oak Meadow, Hornby.  No 
further progress updates were available.  
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Dog fouling 

There had been many reports of dog fouling around the village, and the PC placed signs at 
strategic locations.  Towards the end of his reporting period, no reports of further problems 
had been received. 

Ambulance emergency response location and information 

The Chair reported that he had submitted the spreadsheet of Gressingham and Eskrigge 
house names, locations and directions (compiled by Sally Riley) to the Ambulance Service 
for inclusion in its database. The information wo 

 

And finally…. 

 

Thanks to Lesley Waring for being such a hard working & conscientious Clerk! 

 

Neil Read 

Nov/2020 

 

Appendix overleaf: - Coronavirus information sheet…….
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   15 March 2020 

Covid-19 / Coronavirus 

Information for Gressingham & Eskrigge 
residents 

~~~~ 

Gressingham Parish Council has prepared this note with the help of volunteers from Saint 
Margaret’s Church, Hornby Helpline and all the organisations and businesses listed. As 
the situation is changing day by day, there may be important local updates that we 
cannot practically get out on paper, so please sign up for updates from John Hamlett’s 
Tinyletter messages on john@lunar.co.uk, and pass the updates on to neighbours who do 
not have email. 

~~~ 

We suggest every resident should have a ‘buddy’ who lives nearby - a friend or relative or 
neighbour, who will check that you’re OK, and help you if you need to self-isolate. It 
would be good to also give a close relative your buddy’s phone number, in case they 
can’t contact you and start to worry. 

Act NOW! Swap phone numbers TODAY. 

Could YOU be someone’s ‘buddy’? 

Additionally, volunteers will be at the end of a phone to act as a ‘safety net’ to assist if 
your ‘buddy’, friend or neighbour is unable to help. These are (in no particular order): 

Neil Read 07590 563 551 

Martin Brooks 07974 711 412 

Grant Parker   07774 859 479 

John Hamlett   

Michele Luxon 07583 110 674 

Also,  if you’d like to  join the Gressingham Help WhatsApp group to send and receive 

messages, phone John Hamlett :  07798 841 365. 

 

g Gressingham Parish Council 

The main symptoms are: 

 fever and tiredness 

 cough 

 breathing difficulties and 

 muscle pain. 

mailto:john@lunar.co.uk
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If you develop symptoms:  

 you will need to self-isolate. 

If you believe you may have the virus: 

 Do not go to the surgery 

 Call 111 (the NHS helpline, available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week) or use 
111.nhs.uk 

 Let your ‘buddy’ know. It would also be good to let one of the ‘safety net’ 
volunteers know too, so that we can keep a central record of all residents 
who may need assistance. 

Supplies & medicines obtained by your buddy or other volunteer: They should place the 
item(s) on the doorstep, knock on the door, and then step back at least 2m to avoid 
physical contact. 

If you offer assistance to someone in self-isolation, the GP’s advice is:  

“Be pragmatic.  No physical contact.” 

Services continue at Gressingham church, and the Old School Room remains available.  
Please pay attention to hygiene and use materials provided. 

Hornby shops 

The shops listed below will be stepping up their hygiene arrangements and will introduce 
other restrictions if necessary. Each shop will take orders over the phone. Please pay by 
card over the phone when you order. 

Hornby Shop will package goods (including frozen & chilled meals) ready for collection. 
They are unable to deliver to Gressingham. (015242) 22111 

Hornby Tea Rooms will prepare sandwiches and even hot meals, ready for 
collection. (015242) 21237 Hornby Butchers will deliver to Gressingham, and leave 
goods on the doorstep. (015242) 21248 

If you are shopping online, it might be worth looking at www.parsleybox.com, which does 
complete ready-meals, which store in the cupboard (no need for a freezer) for up to six 
months, and cook in the microwave. 

A reminder of NHS advice: 

 Wash your hands immediately after touching anyone, and before you go 
out, and as soon as you get in, and before touching anything in the kitchen, 
before eating or drinking, and before and after using public transport, or 
visiting any public building or private home – use soap and hot water and 
wash for 20 seconds, paying extra attention to thumbs, and nails, and 
including the backs of your hands – a block of soap, or even washing-up 
liquid or shampoo, will work, if you don’t have liquid hand soap. 

 Avoid touching even your own face – wash your hands first – and take 
extra care with dentures, and when helping others. 

 Avoid close contact with people who are unwell if at all possible. 
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(Remember that this may change on a daily basis!) 

Clearly, we will be experiencing something that none of us has encountered before.  
Gressingham is a great community and we will be able to do lots to help each other.  
Please let one of the volunteers know if you think of anything else we can do to help each 
other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


