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Beloveds,

What a joy it has been to spend so much time with
some of you! Here we are locked away in our
separate homes, and yet in many ways I feel more
connected to many of you than I have since I
became your minister last summer.
While there are silver linings, this hasn’t been an
easy time for anyone. Life has taken an unexpected
turn and I - like all of you - am feeling my way into
balance. It’s coming. I have created a routine for
myself and my family that we are all beginning to
enjoy, even though we feel restless and incomplete
from time to time. Like so many parents, I’m
challenged by having to homeschool while also
working and sharing space with the rest of my
family as we all try to hold on to our lives as much
as we can. And in the busyness, we’re also enjoying
more quiet - sometimes an eerie quiet - than we’ve
ever had before.
I think that, culturally, we’re shifting into
something new. What that will be is still unclear,
but I’m fascinated by the ways we’re adapting. The
next few Sundays will be an exploration of what
might be next. How do we move beyond the anxiety
and grief and into a bright vision for the future? I
think we have a choice and I would love for us to
become beacons of human potentiality as we move
into this next stage of quarantine and then out and
back into an altered reality. Join me for live
reflections (no longer pre-recorded) on what hope
looks like in 2020.
In the meantime, I miss you and hope to see even
more of you on Zoom.

Messages from the team
ANTHONY TAYLOR
(SEXTON)
Dear friends at CCNY,
Hoping everyone is doing well and
staying safe. I miss you all and look
forward to seeing you soon. My family
and I are all doing well. Although I've
lost some close friends to the virus, I've
been able to drive to the church on
Sundays to check on things, and
everything is OK with the buildings.

AMY WILSON
Hi Community Church! My name is Amy Wilson and
I've been working with Community Church since
January as the Podcast Developer. This spring, we
launched our first Community Church podcast, Hope
& Heresy: Life on the Religious Left. It's hosted by
Reverend Peggy Clarke and Reverend Sarah Lenzi and
it examines contemporary topics with a liberal
religious perspective. . . I know I'm biased, but I think
it's great! You can listen to the first season
at hopeandheresy.transistor.fm or on your favorite
major podcast service.
I'm also working with my colleagues on the CCNY staff
to help manage our transition to remote work and
virtual worship and programming.
I'm safe and well in my apartment in Brooklyn,
balancing my part-time work at the church with
working on my Master's degree in Labor Studies at
City University of New York. Wishing everyone in the
CCNY world lots of love and good health and looking
forward to when we can safely gather in person again..

JIL NOVENSKI

Dear Community, my spiritual family,
I want to tell you that I miss seeing everyone on Sundays. I miss the “good morning”
calls across the Assembly Hall as I come in to prepare the classrooms and the chapel
for
children and their families. I miss intergenerational events, and the mixing of
all of us.
But I also want to tell you that I could not be more proud to belong to this community,
particularly now, when our social tendrils are stretched to their limits, and our minds
and hearts are often heavy with the weight of the wider community’s suffering and
sacrifice, and the weight of our own suffering and struggles.
We show up.
It’s not a cameo appearance, or an heir that we put on. It’s not just for Sundays. It
happens throughout the week. We connect, intentionally, in small groups and big
ones, to share time, to smile together, to get things done. We show up for each other.
We share information, we create with one another, we actively listen, and we worship
together. All is not lost, in fact much has been gained in these weeks away. We are
creating new rituals and traditions. Thanks to the expanse of our faith we are able to
reframe and reboot together. We find ways. We are living the example of the
interconnected web of existence. We’re caring for one another in every way we can,
and we are…stronger than ever, one beloved community.
I will continue to dream about hugs and handshakes to come, and until then, will
continue to enjoy the wonderful and vibrant community that we are. I am so proud,
and so grateful, for all of you.

It is so rare for me to be in Phoenix in
the spring and summer. Usually I’m
in NYC during the busy times at
Community Church…Easter, Seder,
Retreats and congregational meetings.
It will be a while now before we can
meet in person again. I hope you are
staying healthy and safe wherever
you this summer.
If you are new to Community, welcome,
we are glad you are here. Community
Church is still busy offering summer
activities but all on-line now. It has
been wonderful seeing so many of you
on Zoom. If you haven’t already
experienced joining in on Zoom, please
give it a try. We offer spiritual
conversations with our Summer
Minister Rev. Susan V. Rak (while Rev.
Peggy is away) and Dr. Janice Marie
Johnson, our Commissioned Lay
Minister. We offer poetry appreciation,
painting lessons and a Happy Hour on
Saturday nights just to name a few
others. Our Wisdom from the Margins
series will start up again in August. If
you want to make a suggestion, please
do. We are open to your ideas. Be well!
Hope to see you soon.

Valerie

THERE IS A SONG...
There is a song by Reggie Harris that has always lifted my spirits. It is, In the Shelter of Each
Other. The chorus is: In the shelter ….of each other…. In the shelter of our lives…we are
open….we are dreaming… we are hopeful…and we are wise.
I long for the time when we can re-connect in person to physically be in the shelter of each
other. Yet in these extraordinary times we have to be creative and use this opportunity to
experiment. At Community Church, we have focused on creating an on-line “Community.” It
is already vibrant, and we hope that we will continue to be more vibrant than before we began
sheltering-in-place.
Among the online gatherings have been regular check-in sessions with various professional
staff members; our lay minister, Dr. Janice Marie Johnson; and dedicated volunteers. We are
offering Art Online, Poetry Circle, World Religions Study, Parent Group, breathing/guided
meditation, and a Social Hour. The “Sorta” Seder hosted by Dr. Leonore Tiefer was an
inspired event. Other offerings scheduled are book discussion and Spanish Language
Appreciation. We invite you to try new things. We can take this “pandemic moment” to pay
more attention to what is essential and important in our lives. As we try to adapt to frequent
use of technology, please be patient with any hiccups and glitches along the way.
There were concerns expressed about the continuity of communal life that would be lost.
During this time of social distancing it doesn’t have to mean social isolation; it is more
important than ever that we stay connected. Do you know someone who would benefit from
a friendly call? Someone undergoing surgery or hospitalization, or recovering from either?
Would you like to hear a friendly voice? We have a wonderful group of members on the Care
Team that is ready to reach out. If so, please contact Janice, Rev. Peggy or me individually.
You may also reach out to the Care Team via email at jmjohnson@ccny.org. Be assured that
the Care Team will follow-up with you. The Team is working hard to keep us all connected –
to each other, and to the wider community, while we adapt and respond to this evolving
situation.
In the meantime, let us reach out to one another… and may we find that in the shelter of each
other we are comforted, and we are wise.

Paz,
Esther

OUR NEWLY FORMED
COMMUNICATIONS TEAM
Jonathan Birchall, Rev. Peggy Clarke, Erol Delos Santos,
Valerie Lynch, Jil Novenski, and Amy Wilson
Now you can catch up with what's been happening at
Community, and what's going to happen, via our
newly active social media accounts--on Facebook
(@CommunityChurchNYUU), Instagram
(@CCNY_UU), and Twitter (@CCNY_UU). Here's a
summary of what to expect:

SHOP THIS LO

FACEBOOK
Facebook: we are posting sermons as well as
announcements about upcoming events, and
photos of what everyone has been up to. There's
also a separate Facebook Group that you can
sign up to, to take part in discussions with
other members of the Congregation, or to
engage with Rev Peggy herself, who is an avid
Facebook user (for ten months of the year). You
don't have to join Facebook to see what's on our
page (but you would have to join if you want to
take part in the FB group).

INSTAGRAM

Instagram: we are trying to post two or three
pictures a week of events, with special collections of
photos for big happenings, such as the Climate
March, or our big festival services. Again, you don't
have to join to view the page which you can find
here: https://www.instagram.com/ccny_uu/

TWITTER
Twitter: If you don't already use Twitter,
you may not want to get involved, but it's a
great way for us to connect with other
Unitarians and potential members and
friends across the country. We use short
messages, with links to our other sites,
highlighting sermons, events and other
drama, and sharing materials from others
that we find useful. Check us out at:
Twitter.com/CCNY_UU

YOUTUBE
YouTube: If you haven't already, please
subscribe to our YouTube page to see
videos of sermons, hymns, and other
videos our community produces.

Why are we doing all this? One, to use the power of the
web to keep our own community more in touch with
what's going on. And two, to make sure that potential
members in New York, or partners across the country,
can find out about us and be inspried. That's also why we
now have a sharper, redesigned website (still a work in
progress), and why we've taken steps to improve the way
we appear on Google, just in case someone's searching up
UU churches in Manhattan. And it's why Rev Peggy is
launching a series of podcasts--an effort that will be
supported by us using all the social media tools above to
spread the word.

Scene From My Window
A Poem by Sandy Brooks
The ledge of the office building
hosts the huddled pigeons
The morning sun warms the spot
as they cuddle close for comfort Contact, human or animal
sustains us all.
Feb 2020
Running June-September 30, this online exhibit features work created by fourteen
Gallery35 artists before and during the pandemic. Works by Bev Thompson,
Denise Fryburg, Ellen Mandelbaum, Jil Novenski, Jody Leight, John Devaney,
Juanita Gilmore, Marsha Peruo, Michael Davis, Patricia Garbarini, Rick Perez,
Susan Harris-Demmet, Valerie Lynch, Virginia Asman.

See the preview video and online exhibit at gallery35nyc.com.
Gallery35 at Community
30 East 35th Street, 917-566-0708, gallery35ny@gmail.com,

A NEW PODCAST FROM COMMUNITY
CHURCH OF NEW YORK!

This winter and spring, we here at CCNY have been busy developing and recording our first-ever CCNY
podcast! On March 24, Hope & Heresy: Life on the Religious Left launched to the world via iTunes,
Google, and Spotify podcast platforms.
Hosted by our very own Reverend Peggy Clarke and our neighbor Reverend Sarah Lenzi of the
Unitarian Society of Ridgewood, New Jersey, Hope & Heresy is a podcast for everyday people who want
to live meaningfully and ask big questions about our complicated world without arbitrary doctrine or
oppressive religious practice. Each episode examines a contemporary topic through the lens of liberal
religion and ends with a moment of hope and a way to get involved in your community.
You can listen to the first season of Hope & Heresy at hopeandheresy.transistor.fm or on your favorite
podcast service. Let us know what you think by writing back to us at podcast@ccny.org!

The podcast program at CCNY is just getting started. Please watch this
space for more from the voices of CCNY. Happy listening!

WHAT'S GOING ON
Zoom Program Flyers

Sunday
Children’s Chapel (Ages 0-17) with Jil Novenski,
Director of Religious Education for Children &
Youth @ 10:30 am (EST)
Sunday Worship @ 12:00 Noon: We will have live
worship filled with music, prayer, and reflection
on Zoom.
Young Adult Group First Tuesdays @ 7:00pm /
Third Sundays @ 1:00pm

Monday
UU Kids Connect (Grades K-2 ) @ 11:00 am (EST)
Poetry Circle @ 2:00 pm. Bring poems to share,
everyone is welcome.
Elders Matter Chat with Esther Rosado, Director Adult
Ministries @ 5:00 pm. This is a supportive space to be
with members and friends concerning age related
concerns
Evening Centering with Dr. Janice Marie Johnson, Lay
Minister @ 8:00 pm

Tuesday
Meet Up with Rev. Susan @ Noon
Breathing Exercises and Guided Meditation with
Nafisa Degani, Certified Yoga Instructor @ 6:00 pm
Young Adult Group - (First Tuesdays & Third
Sundays) @1:00 pm Contact Jen Chard for Meeting
ID for these sessions.

Wednesday
UU Kids Connect (Grades 3-5 ) @ 11:00am

Thursday
Meet Up with Rev. Susan @ Noon on Zoom
Art with Ellen @ 2:00 pm
La Hora del Café-Spanish Language
Appreciation @ 7:00

Friday
Evening Centering with Dr. Janice Marie
Johnson, Lay Minister @ 8:00 pm

Saturday
Book Discussion - How to Be an Antiracist
by Ibram X. Kendi Saturdays @ 12:00 pm.
Please contact Valerie Lynch, Membership
Coordinator at vlynch@ccny.org if
planning to participate.
Social Hour with Dr. Leonore Tiefer @
7:30 pm

Tuesday

Dr. Janice Marie Johnson
I participated in what turned out to be an extraordinary virtual gathering of 12 colleagues
focused in social and emotional competency. We were each asked to bring something to
share as a “show and tell,” something that touched us deeply, something that we would share
with each other from the heart.
I brought the gift that my friend Amy Kent and her young adult daughter Bridget had
recently given to my twin sister, Hope, and me. They are generous of spirit, of heart. Last
year, Amy helped us pack up everything in our former apartment which we disliked, to move
into our new one apartment which we love. This year Amy and Bridget gave us a housewarming gift that we both love; the print that you see here with an image of a giraffe, a
heart, and an elephant.
Amy picked this print because she knew us well enough to know what makes each of us tick
as we run trainings, workshops, and webinars during our regular workdays. Hope’s metamessage is centered around exposing the “elephant in the room,” about gently moving from
distrust to trust; mine is focused on the need to “stick our necks out” like giraffes, about
being courageous in the face of fear. Researcher and storyteller, Brené Brown reminds us
that vulnerability “sounds like truth and feels like courage.”
During this pandemic, I’ve had occasion to slow down [and] to reflect on what really matters
in the relatively short and precious lives that we are blessed with. My hope is that each of
you has taken the time to do so, too. This unique season affords us an opportunity to focus
on values that we treasure and acts of kindness that we hold dear: regularly checking in with
friends and acquaintances; helping strangers; receiving flowers from special friends; helping
others learn to become familiar with Zoom; sharing “home” with elephants and giraffes; and
finding creative ways to live fully in spite of missing our loved ones and the very lives that
we too often take for granted.
Amy reminds me that ripples are an easy way to understand what one small act can do.
“The Ripple Effect” can engender smiles, salvage tattered remnants of relationships, and yes,
it can save lives – especially, perhaps, in this COVID-19 season. Hope and Amy met first.
They shared simple acts of kindness that lead to strong friendships. Ripples created space for
Bridget, and then, for me. Friends, let us cherish the ripples that emerge when stones thrown
into our figurative ponds allow us to move forward with both truth and courage.

Remembering
Carol Apicella
Carol and her husband Jim married at
Community in 1969 and joined that same
year. Carol served on the Membership Team
and was a special friend to the children of
our Sunday School . We hold her sons
Scott, Chris and Peter in our thoughts and
prayers. She will be greatly missed by her
friends at Community Church.

Gurcell A. Henry
Everyone who attended services at
Community will remember the warmth and
powerful voice of Gurcell Henry, long time
member of our choir. We lost our beloved
Gurcell in April due to the corona virus.

Ethelwyn Doolittle Justice and Outreach Fund
DOOLITTLE GRANTS
AWARDED IN 2019
The Fund provides financial support to organizations outside of the Community Church of New York who provide
direct assistance or advocacy to designated communities in need and have a 501-C3 designation. Their work must
also fall within the areas of human rights, civil liberties, racial justice and/or environmental concerns.
Potential Grant recipients must be nominated by Voting Members of Community Church of New York UU in the fall
of each year. Nomination forms will be available online beginning in mid-September. You may request to have one
sent by mail by calling the church. This form must be mailed (no email) to Community Church, postmarked by the
due date on the form, usually mid-October.

New Organizations
Americans For Middle East Understanding
Americans for Middle East Understanding was founded in 1967. Over the years its directors
have included church leaders, members of U.S. Congress, ambassadors, businessmen, educators
and writers. Their focus is the moral, legal and human rights dimensions of the PalestineIsraeli impasse. Their stated focus is to indicate the diverse sources of information that are
available on the Middle East, and to report on a wide range of viewpoints rather than to
express a point of view themselves, and to encourage further discussion of the basic issues and
concerns.
Ethical Action Committee
The Ethical Action Committee is a standing committee of the Brooklyn Society for Ethical
Culture. Its mission is to increase the pool of knowledge for themselves and the broader
community. They work to do this by promoting better recognition of the formation of racist
implications in certain policies. Their work has included, and will continue to include,
community forums, film showings and discussions on topics of major importance aimed at
bringing about racial justice. Areas of concentration have been Rikers Island closure, police
abuse, and improving mental health responses by police.
350NYC Climate Action Mondays
350NYC is the local affiliate of 350.ORG an international movement of ordinary people
working to end the age of fossil fuels and build a world of community-led renewable energy for
all. Some of ways they plan to get there are as follows: by working towards a fast and just
transition to a 100 percent renewable energy for all, working to accelerate the transition to a
new just clean energy economy, and by supporting community led energy solutions.

Riverside Senior Life Services
Riverstone Senior Life Services is a non-profit multi-service agency that provides services to
older adults in the vicinity of the center and beyond. The grant is to help financially stabilize
the agency as it confronts new challenges of growth and enhances its services. The grant
will provide additional financial support needed to provide transportation to the Memory
Center for individuals with memory loss due to Alzheimer's or other forms of dementia.
Funds will also be used to expand their offering of creative programming.

Renewals

Memberships

Bailey’s Café
Companion Community Development
Alternatives
HEART (Haitian Education and Resources
Legion of Goodwill
New Destiny Housing
NY Foundation for the Arts (Blued Trees)
People/s Voice Cafe
Sane Energy Project
Sankofa Community Empowerment Centers

The Ali Forney Center
Center for Constitutional Rights
Doctors Without Borders
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater, Inc.
Fortune Society
Interfaith Assembly for Homelessness and
Housing
Interfaith Alliance
Murray Hill Neighborhood Association
NAACP Legal Defense & Education Fund
NAACP National Headquarters
New York New Sanctuary CommitteeAmount
New York Civil Liberties Union
Queens Pride House
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
Unitarian United Nations Office
Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation

Thanks for reading Community
Connections! We hope you enjoyed
our new e-magazine format. We
invite you to submit your own
poetry, photographs, and articles
for inclusion in a future issue. The
deadline for the next issue will be
August 30.
Please submit your content to
Valerie Lynch (vlynch@ccny.org).

