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JOINT FAO AND SPC PACIFIC MINISTERS OF  

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY MEETING 

 

Second Meeting  

 

Apia, Samoa, 4 October 2019 

 

Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture (KJWA) in the Pacific  

 
 

 

Ministers are invited to:  

 note the Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture (KJWA) decision under the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC); 

 endorse the development of a regional submission from Pacific Island Countries with  

support from FAO and SPC, on the KJWA that underlines, in particular, the uniqueness of 

the region in terms of climate change impacts on agriculture; and 

 note and support the recommendations drawn from the Regional Consultative Workshop on 

the KJWA held in Nadi on 22-25 July 2019. 

 

1. Background 

 

1.1 The KJWA provides an indispensable global mechanism that will enable state parties to bring 

attention to the issues and challenges – as well as achievements   ̶ concerning the impacts of 

climate change on agriculture.  

 

1.2 The KJWA decision was adopted at the 23rd session of the Conference of the Parties (COP23) 

of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, held in November 2017 

in Bonn, Germany. 

 

1.3 The debate on agriculture already had begun in earnest at COP17, held in 2011 in Durban, 

South Africa. The topic subsequently was elevated, at COP23, to a higher level of strategic 

debate by the convention’s Subsidiary Bodies on Scientific and Technological Advice 

(SBSTA) and Implementation (SBI)  
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1.4 UNFCCC Parties and observers have been invited to submit their views on the key elements 

in the KJWA , including but not limited to:  

a. Modalities for implementation of the outcomes of the five in-session workshops on 

issues related to agriculture and other future topics that may arise from this work;  

b. Methods and approaches for assessing adaptation, adaptation co-benefits and 

resilience;  

c. Improved soil carbon, soil health and soil fertility under grassland and cropland as 

well as integrated systems, including water management;  

d. Improved nutrient use and manure management towards sustainable and resilient 

agricultural systems;  

e. Improved livestock management systems;  

f. Socioeconomic and food security dimensions of climate change in the agricultural 

sector.  

 

1.5 The UNFCCC roadmap on the KJWA is attached (Annex I). 

 

2. Relevance of the KJWA to the Pacific 

 

2.1 The focus on building climate resilience through agriculture is significant for Pacific 

economies that are dependent on a highly climate-sensitive sector ‒ that of agriculture.  

 

2.2 The impacts of climate change on agriculture include the geographic shift in the distribution 

of crop and livestock production, as well as of pests and diseases, affecting not only 

agriculture production but also relevant supply chain processes. These results will negatively 

impact economic development.  

 

2.3 Warmer temperatures, for example, will alter the distribution of root crops, fruits and 

vegetables, whereby production and farming techniques will become increasingly 

unsustainable. This also will speed the spread of the vectors of certain pests that prevail in 

the region.  

 

2.4 Inevitably, the detriment imposed on the distribution of the agricultural labour force will 

affect, significantly, rural and urban demographics. In turn, new agricultural commodities 

will emerge, requiring greater investment in infrastructure (including physical, 

organizational and institutional) to facilitate trade. 

 

2.5 KJWA offers a framework to build the resilience of the Pacific Islands Countries through its 

agriculture. It also will develop support to ensure implementation by: 

a) mobilizing finance and resources;  
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b) building capacity and ensuring the transfer of technology to ensure adjustments in 

production systems, as well as promoting new infrastructure investments; 

c) providing the capacity to adapt to and mitigate climate change impacts in the 

agriculture sector; 

d) developing the necessary skills and knowledge to support agricultural adaptation and 

mitigation; and 

e) providing the capacity to disseminate production and packaging information, as well 

as weather data, to the relevant service sectors, and ensuring that such knowledge 

satisfies user needs. 

 

2.6 The KJWA decision focuses on climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

  

2.7 Technical topics addressed in the KJWA, such as (i) tools and mechanisms to support 

implementation; (ii) methods to boost adaptive capacity and resilience; (iii) techniques to 

enhance soil health and fertility; (iv) approaches to improve nutrient use, manure 

management, and livestock systems; and (v) a comprehensive assessment of the socio-

economic and food security dimensions of a changing climate within the agricultural sector 

span areas that are essential to the transformation of agriculture towards low-carbon and 

climate resilient food systems.  

 

2.8 Integral to the Pacific Islands Countries is the implementation of climate-smart agriculture 

to boost production and increase adaptive resilience, at the same time reducing emissions 

across the agriculture sector. 

 

3. Funding implications 

 

3.1 FAO has allocated USD 440,000 under its Technical Cooperation Project, “Supporting the 

Pacific to address the vulnerabilities of agriculture and food security to climate change 

through the Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture” (TCP/SAP/3706).  

 

3.2 The project aims to develop a regional strategic submission from the Pacific Islands 

Countries in relation to the KJWA and build partnerships to advance KJWA in the region.  

 

3.3 The project will include capacity building and policy support; information and knowledge 

sharing opportunities; and technical support to those countries that intend to make national 

submissions to the UNFCCC. 

 

3.4 Additional regional meetings will take place, based on this project, to further explore the 

areas in agriculture that will require specific attention at the global level.  
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4. Consultations 

 

4.1 The first Regional Consultative Workshop under TCP/SAP/3706 was held in Nadi, Fiji, on 

24−26 July 2019, wherein 11 countries participated, represented mainly by their respective 

Ministry of Agriculture and some officials from those government agencies responsible for 

climate change. 

 

4.2 Outcomes from the Consultative Workshop include but are not limited to the following: 

i. Establishment of a Regional Task Force representing officials from the interested 

countries, as well as some who attended the workshop. The Regional Task Force will 

ensure that future dialogue builds on the current momentum and that further research is 

carried out to develop a KJWA regional submission to the UNFCCC. 

ii. Strengthening of KJWA support at the national and regional levels. 

iii. Development of a draft regional roadmap by FAO and its partners, based on the 

TCP/SAP/3706, which builds on the KJWA Global Roadmap (Annex 1). 

iv. Advocacy for and the advancement of the agriculture and climate change debate at 

regional meetings, as well as encouragement of Pacific Island Countries to actively 

engage at the international level. 

v. Ensure collaboration between FAO and the Secretariat of the Pacific Community to 

advance work based on the KJWA. 

 

5. Recommendations 

 

5.1 Ministers are invited to: 

i. take note of the contents of this Paper ; 

ii. endorse the development of a regional submission, based on the KJWA, by Pacific 

Island Countries with the support of FAO and SPC, and stress the uniqueness of the 

region when addressing climate change impacts on agriculture; 

iii. observe and take heed of the recommendations of the Regional Consultative 

Workshop on the KJWA agreement and the joint partnership between FAO and the 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community. 
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Annex 1. Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture Roadmap  

 

 


