
Settlement patterns in Bethel Park reflect rapid 
growth in the years following the municipality’s 
incorporation as a borough in 1949 followed by 
stabilization starting in the 1970s. While dramatic 
population swings impacted many communities 
within the metropolitan region during the 1980s 
and 1980s, the total number of Bethel Park residents 
remained relatively level.

However, the composition of residents has changed. 
Trends here reflect ongoing regional and national 
generational change, such as households becoming 
smaller (young couples deferring or deciding against 
having children, more people living alone). The 
aging of the Baby Boomer generation in Bethel Park, 
as illustrated on the following page, creates new 
challenges for the municipality, which will experience 
demand for both smaller, lower-maintenance and 
energy-efficient housing types as well as community 
amenities to help peopl age in place.

Population:  32,179

Land area:  11.7 sq. miles

Households: 13,489

Median household income: 
$73,735

2017 Census estimates:
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Bethel Park’s median age 
increased from 42.1 in 2000 

to 46.2 in 2017, reflecting a 
loss of working-age residents 

and gain in senior citizens.

Within the overall context of an estimated 4.1% population 
loss between 2000 and 2017, Bethel Park’s age distribution 
has shifted older, reflecting a loss of 1,816 working-age 
people (25 to 64) and a gain of 1,679 people age 60 and up. 
This amounts to an 11% loss of working-age population and  
a 22% gain in seniors. Bethel Park’s median age of 46.2 years 
in 2017 was notably higher than the 40.9 median across 
Allegheny County. 
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In keeping with a regional and national trend, non-family households represent an 
increasing share of all Bethel Park households. These include non-related people 
living together and people living alone. Non-family households now represent 
31%, compared to 29% in 2000. At the same time, the total number of households 
with children fell by nearly one-third, from 3,615 in 2000 to 2,494 in 2017. Allegheny 
County experienced an even more pronounced growth in non-family households 
(from 38% to 43%) and similar decline in married households with children.



of working Bethel Park residents have 
jobs outside of the municipality.88%

Local economy
Bethel Park functions both as a traditional 
bedroom suburb and as a busy local economy —
most of those who live in the municipality leave for 
work, and most of those who work here come from 
somewhere else. The diagram at right illustrates 
the volume of people flowing into and out of Bethel 
Park each day for work.

The census estimates that there were 11,757 total 
jobs in Bethel Park in 2015, roughly two-thirds of 
which offered earnings below $40,000/year. The 
largest category of jobs within the municipality 
was retail, which employed 3,054 workers (26%). 
By contrast, Bethel Park residents were more 
concentrated in higher-earning health care and 
professional or technical services roles.

Bethel Park’s workforce is well-educated, with 96% 
of those age 25 and over having attained at least 
a high school diploma and 46% with a bachelor’s 
degree or higher, outpacing the rates across 
Allegheny County (94% and 40%, respectively). 

Regional job concentrations, 2015
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Commute

Bethel Park’s workers scatter to a variety of 
destinations across the region. About 27% 
(4,296) commute to Pittsburgh each day, while 
12% remain in Bethel Park and others work 
in assorted smaller hubs within the region 
(Monroeville, Green Tree, West Mifflin). About 
half work in other locations.

Commuting is relatively quick for the 62% of 
Bethel Park workers who travel 10 miles or less 
each day, as shown at right.

3.7%
25 to 50 miles

Strongest sectors:
Health care and social assistance, 
professional, scientific and technical 
services, retail trade
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Households by income level, 2016Just over half of household incomes 
in Bethel Park fall between $25,000 
and $100,000 per year, as shown 
at right. An additional 13% of 
households made less than $25,000, 
and 33% make more than $100,000.

The median income across Bethel 
Park households was $73,735 in 
2017, substantially higher than the 
Allegheny County median ($56,333). 

In 2017, 4.5% of municipality 
residents age 18 and over fell under 
the poverty threshold, compared 
to 11.5% at the County level. This 
translated to an income below 
$11,880 for a single person or 
$24,300 for a family of four.
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Total units

Building permits issused for new housing follow regional industry trends:

Housing market

The Census Bureau counted 13,989 total housing units 
in Bethel Park in 2017, compared to 13,362 in 2000, 
a net gain of 627 homes. This includes new units in 
single-family or multi-unit configurations minus any 
units lost to demolition, abandonment or conversion. 
Growth in total homes during a period of population 
loss (absent an increase in vacancy) indicates that 
households are becoming smaller. 

As the graph below illustrates, permits locally issued 
for new housing starts have fluctuated according to 
general industry trends. The census estimates that 
most of Bethel Park’s homes (55%) were built prior to 
1950 and only an estimated 40 homes (2%) were built 
in 2000 or later.

Across the region, household incomes have not 
kept pace with rising housing costs since 2000, 
which has caused an increasing affordability 
problem for many. Adjusted for inflation, the 
median income of Bethel Park residents has 
actually fallen by 5% since 2000. However, housing 
costs have remained relatively stable, with 
inflation-adjusted values level at 2% and the value 
of rent falling 5.5%. Thus, while the actual median 
dollar amount of rent or home value in Bethel 
Park has climbed substantially since 2000 (from 
$672 and $116,000, respectively), housing has not 
become drastically less affordable.

Median 
housing value

Median gross 
rent

Median 
household 

income

2000 $167,269* $969* $77,565*

2017 $170,900 $916 $73,735

Change 2.2% -5.5% -4.9%

* Adjusted for inflation

Housing costs v. income, 2000 and 2017

Costs

79%
Bethel Park’s homes are 

renter-occupied.
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This represents stability since 
2000, when the rate was 80%. 



Bethel Park’s exceptional residential stability is evident in the share of residents who 
remained in their homes between 2016 and 2017: 92%. During the same year, 4.7% moved 
in from elsewhere within Allegheny County, 2% moved in from a different county and 
1.4% moved from a different state or country. The migration rate is higher than across the 
county, where 86% of residents had been in their homes for at least a year.
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Housing type
and occupancy

Three in every four Bethel Park homes are single-family detached structures. The next 
most common type is units in large buildings (50 or more apartments or condominiums), 
of which there were 861 units in 2017. Smaller multi-family buildings are also prevalent, 
containing 803 units. Overall, Bethel Park has 2,780 homes in multi-family buildings. 

As of 2017, the Census counted 500 vacant homes in Bethel Park. Most of these (389) were 
vacant due to being for rent, for sale or rented/sold but not yet occupied. An additional 
32 homes were vacant for seasonal, recreational or occasional use, and the remaining 79 
vacancies were for “other” reasons, a category that tends to correlate with abandonment.


