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The Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra of Greater Washington 

Appoints Maestro Simeone Tartaglione as new conductor. 
 

Washington, D.C., July 7, 2017 – The Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra of Greater Washington’s (PACO) Board of Directors is 

pleased to announce the appointment of acclaimed conductor Simeone Tartaglione as its Principal Conductor. Maestro 

Tartaglione is scheduled to make his debut at the conducting podium in early November of 2017. The position was 

previously held by Dr. Yeong-Su Kim for the inaugural and second seasons of the orchestra before leaving to teach at 

Konkuk University and Conduct with Symphony S.O.N.G., both in Seoul Korea.   

 

Tartaglione currently holds a number of positions. At Catholic University in Washington D.C. he is a Clinical Assistant Professor, 

the conductor of the Orchestra and a member of the conducting faculty. He serves as Music Director of the Delaware 

Youth Symphony Orchestra, Core Orchestral Department Head and piano instructor at the Music School of Delaware in 

Wilmington, Conductor of the Symphony at the Maryland Classic Youth Orchestras at Strathmore Hall in Washington, D.C., 

and Artistic Director and Conductor of St. Anthony's Italian Festival. In May of 2010, he became the Music Director of the 

Newark (DE) Symphony Orchestra, during which time, the orchestra's audience increased by 63%. The orchestra has also 

enjoyed record increases in donations, advertisers, and press coverage during this time. 

 

“We had five truly exceptional candidates to choose from,” said PACO Chairman, Artistic Director, and Search Committee 

Chair William Marlowe.  “While it was an extremely difficult decision to make, Maestro Tartaglione’s varied experience with 

innovative programming, music education, and fundraising experience dovetails perfectly with PACO’s mission.  Simeone is 

an exceptional leader who built instant connections during his audition week with PACO.”  Marlowe also said that PACO's 

year-long search for its next conductor created energy and a buzz a in the community unlike any he’s ever experienced 

before, and bringing Tartaglione on board will help fuel and maintain that level of excitement for years to come.  “We are 

looking ever-so forward to welcoming Simeone to the PACO family,” Marlowe said. “He will bring verve and talent to one of 

the Metropolitan Washington’s greatest treasures – the Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra of Greater Washington.” 

 

Several patrons who were very engaged in the evaluation process of PACO's next maestro were excited by Tartaglione’s 

performance: “Magnetic. Fabulous.” “I was mesmerized.” “Very energetic and fun to watch.” “He … unified the music into 

an art form that made it difficult to hold back my emotions.” “His demeanor, musical knowledge, style and personality are a 

perfect fit for PACO.”   

 

After surveying the orchestra’s musicians, one described Tartaglione as “an artist that combines prodigious technical skill, 

high energy and a warm personality which makes him my number one choice.  He rehearsed the orchestra very efficiently, 

making the best possible use of our limited rehearsal time. His conducting style is very clear, demonstrative, and easy to 

follow yet full of passion.  Also, he clearly has great respect for the players which builds the trust and confidence needed to 

play at your best.”  Another musician was impressed by his “exceptional musicianship,” describing him as “an extraordinary 

communicator with a great personality, excellent abilities in conveying the score and fantastic technique.”  And lastly, 

“Maestro Tartaglione’s enthusiasm was infectious and genuine. Overall, we will be quite blessed to have a conductor of this 

caliber, in my opinion.” 

 

The Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra of Greater Washington is Metropolitan Washington’s premier performing arts organization, 

presenting several classical, and chamber-music concerts annually. Currently in its 4th season, PACO is a proud member of 

the community and enriches the region by providing high-quality concerts at affordable prices. 
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