[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]

SchoolStoryBridge Curriculum: Tools for Educators
“Bring the art of storytelling to your students!”

This document has been written to guide teachers, librarians, and school administrators and staff as they conduct storytelling projects in their schools and integrate short-form oral histories (“stories”) into their classes. The following curriculum is based on the SchoolStoryBridge pilot program started in 2021 in Keene Central School, Keene Valley, NY. Now entering its fourth consecutive year, this program focuses on 8th, 11th, and 12th grade storytelling projects and is being implemented in partnership with the original OurStoryBridge local Project Partner, “Adirondack Community.”

Please think of this document as a template. All specific instructions are meant to be adapted to your unique use and to any grade level, K – 12 thru university. 

Please don’t hesitate to email us at createyourstoryproject@gmail.com with any questions. And be sure to let us know about your experience!


Project Description
Each 8th, 11th, and/or 12th grader begins by learning about storytelling, their local OurStoryBridge project, and other OurStoryBridge projects from across the United States. Be sure to listen to several posted stories to help demonstrate short-form oral histories and set expectations. Next, students outline, practice, and record a one-to three-minute (for lower grades) or three- to five-minute (for higher grades) story. These stories are then posted to their local OurStoryBridge project website. These postings can take the form of individual stories or as curated podcasts. A listening party follows completion of the project, together with a review of the elements that make a compelling story.

Note: This curriculum is meant to be adaptable to any school and/or community that wishes to adopt it. Schools that do not already have an OurStoryBridge Project Partner in their community can develop and launch their own OurStoryBridge project. This may be especially helpful for fundraising, development, and marketing and communication purposes, in addition to advancing educational goals. However you implement this curriculum, we’d love to hear what you did! Please share your experiences with us at createyourstoryproject@gmail.com. 


Learning Objectives
1. Recognize the importance of storytelling, its impact on both the storyteller and their listeners. 
2. Learn about the experiences of neighbors and your local history, as well as similar and new experiences across the country, by listening to select stories.
3. Highlight elements of what makes a compelling story. 
4. Construct an effective outline to help tell a story extemporaneously, rather than read one from a pre-written script.
5. Develop public speaking skills, including clear enunciation, breath work, eye contact, and a speaking rhythm, to promote confidence in one’s own voice—all in the context of sharing experiences and ideas respectfully and with kindness.
6. Put developed skills into immediate practice by recording a short-form oral history with the help of peers and/or a teacher.
7. Gain durable communication skills for professional development toward college and career, including presentation organization, sequential thinking, creativity building, and public speaking.

Guidelines
· Each student is required to participate (unless the teacher determines that insurmountable barriers exist and the exercise cannot be adapted). Students, like all OurStoryBridge storytellers, maintain ownership over their own voices. If they wish not to have their recording posted, then this is a conversation to be had between teacher and student until a satisfactory arrangement can be made. 
· Permission to publish individual stories online is left up to each student’s family. A Parent/Guardian Letter and Release Form (attached below) should be circulated and returned well before any recording of stories is scheduled to take place. 
· No student names are revealed in their stories. Identification includes only the name of the school and the student’s grade level.

Suggested Timeline
	MONTH 1
	Teachers review this protocol (presented as an adaptive guide) and prepare a schedule that fits with their curricular goals and timing.

	
	

	MONTH 2
	Local Story Aides (if the SchoolStoryBridge project is tied to an existing OurStoryBridge Project Partner) deliver an introductory lesson on the project and outline the tasks and expectations, including the Student Story Outline Form (attached below) as a handout to prepare for storytelling. If no Local Story Aides are available, teachers are encouraged to reach out to local storytellers in their region, librarians, and/or construct the presentation themselves.

	
	Teachers distribute the Parent/Guardian Letter and Release Form, with the goal of receiving it back within two weeks. 

	
	If a professional storyteller is available in the community, they present a lesson on the importance of storytelling and discuss elements of a compelling story. They may also tell a few brief stories (no more than five minutes each) to model their craft.

	
	If available, student(s) from a previous year’s storytelling project can share what their grade learned about preparing a compelling story and present a brief selection of their stories. 

	
	

	MONTH 3
	Teachers (and, if available, local Story Aides) work with students to complete their Student Story Outline Forms (attached below).

	
	Students practice telling their stories to each other in pairs or in threes, coaching each other as a “storytelling workshop” or “peer critique.”

	
	Story Aides record the stories from the students, preceded by a quick, individual practice/discussion session. Expect each recording session to take an average of 20 minutes total to complete. 

	
	Story Aides return for a final session(s), or “listening party,” during which students share their recorded stories with each other. Teachers and Story Aides help students to generate a list of what elements made their stories compelling.

	
	Story Aides prepare the podcasts or individual stories and post them to the local OurStoryBridge Project Partner website, where applicable.


Responsibilities
Teacher Leading the Project
· Organize the project and schedule, inviting and informing others with responsibilities (e.g., Story Aides from the local story project to take stories and process them, possible professional storyteller, and previous student storyteller[s]).
· Revise/update as needed, distribute, and collect both the Parent/Guardian Letter and Release Form and the Student Story Outline Form.
· Assign students to listen to at least five stories or a full podcast from their local story project or other projects listed on the OurStoryBridge Stories page of www.ourstorybridge.org, with the goal of helping them to understand what an OurStoryBridge short-form oral history is.
· After the initial introductory lessons by Story Aides, teachers work with students to prepare the Student Story Outline Form. Important note: students should be discouraged, if not prohibited from writing out their stories as a script. Per the Student Story Outline Form, students are guided to write only the first line, last line, and a few bullets of details they want to remember to mention as they talk. Remember: this is not a story writing project; rather, it is a storytelling one. 
· Determine whether (and how) to grade the students’ participation and/or their stories.

Students
· Listen to at least five stories or a full podcast from their local story project or other projects linked on the OurStoryBridge Stories page of www.ourstorybridge.org, with the goal of understanding what an OurStoryBridge short-form oral history is.
· Return the Parent/Guardian Letter and Release Form, on time, as specified by the teacher.
· Complete the Student Story Outline Form, on time, with guidance from the teacher and/or Story Aides and/or local storytelling professional.
· Practice individual stories a few times before recording, including workshopping with classmates.

Professional Storyteller (if available)
· Provide a single class lesson on their own storytelling approach and experience, to include the importance of storytelling, elements of a compelling story, and examples. Teachers should also ask the storyteller to briefly discuss the benefits of storytelling, such as confidence building, public speaking, strengthening of creativity, etc. Think of this as a guest lecture from a community member.

Story Aides (if available)
· Work with the teachers on technology needs, scheduling, and organizing the projects.
· Provide the introductory lesson for each grade.
· Work with students to record the stories, using the Student Story Outline Forms. The first sentence should start with the student naming their school and grade and what the topic of their story will be. Students should not include their names.
· Designate a class (or classes) to play the recorded student stories for the students themselves and discuss their experiences. Play each story, praise it leading the students in applause, ask them for ideas on what was done well, give some of your own, then move quickly onto the next story. After the first two stories are played, hand out index cards or paper and give the students five minutes to list the elements they discovered that make a compelling story. Let them hold onto the cards for the duration of the class and add anything to the list as they finish listening to all (or a selection, depending on time allowance) of their recorded stories. Then collect these cards and read off what they wrote at the end of the session.
· Publish the stories, individually or as podcasts, as appropriate.

Elements of a Compelling Story
Here are some thoughts on what makes a compelling story, in no particular order, supplied by 8th graders at Keene Central School (the SchoolStoryBridge pilot program):
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· “Your story is special to you, so make sure your listeners understand why.”
· “Provide lots of details and descriptions, especially for explaining what you saw and felt.”
· “Put emphasis on words that are important to the story or your feelings, so you don’t sound boring.”
· “Make sure you speak clearly and don’t rush your words; you can talk fast, slow, loud, and quietly in the same story to engage listeners.”
· “Include emotions, what you were feeling, talk from the heart.”
· “Use a good vocabulary and correct grammar.”
· “Include suspense to make your story especially interesting, if possible.”
· “Prepare a good conclusion that ties the story together, especially one that expresses emotion.”
· “Don’t make it too short, nor too long.”
· “Be funny, if relevant.

Other Resources
· [bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]The OurStoryBridge Teacher’s Guide on www.ourstorybridge.org (in the Tool Kit) includes a resource for teachers at all levels to select stories to use in their lessons or to direct students to specific stories. 
· [bookmark: _heading=h.pozq0c5f7fxx]Check out the Sample School Assignment in the OurStoryBridge Teacher’s Guide on www.ourstorybridge.org (in the Tool Kit) for another resource for preparing story project lessons.
Note: This two-page form (to be printed two-sided) is only a sample. Each school should adapt it to meet their needs and get approval from School Administration before distributing.
[SCHOOL LETTERHEAD]
Dear Parents/Guardians,
In this year’s curriculum we are partnering with our local OurStoryBridge project, [INSERT NAME HERE] (the “Project”). Each [INSERT GRADE LEVEL(S)] grader will learn about storytelling, their local OurStoryBridge project [ADD WEBSITE LINK] as well as many from across the United States and listen to several stories posted online. Students will then outline, practice, and record a short-form oral history of [INSERT LENGTH HERE: e.g., 1 - 3 minutes or 3 - 5 minutes], have stories posted on their local OurStoryBridge project website as either individual stories or a curated podcast, and review what makes a compelling story. Neither student names nor photos will be used in this project.

The Learning Objectives for this project are:
1. Recognize the importance of storytelling, its impact on both the storyteller and their listeners. 
2. Learn about the experiences of neighbors and your local history, as well as similar and new experiences across the country, by listening to select stories.
3. Highlight elements of what makes a compelling story. 
4. Construct an effective outline to help tell a story extemporaneously, rather than read one from a pre-written script.
5. Develop public speaking skills, including clear enunciation, breath work, eye contact, and a speaking rhythm, to promote confidence in one’s own voice—all in the context of sharing experiences and ideas respectfully and with kindness.
6. Put developed skills into immediate practice by recording a short-form oral history with the help of peers and/or a teacher.
7. Gain durable communication skills for professional development toward college and career, including presentation organization, sequential thinking, creativity building, and public speaking.

Sports, family traditions, and adventures in nature are a few examples of experiences your child may wish to share as topics in the brief stories we will be recording. If you do not wish to give permission for your child’s story to be released publicly, they will still record their story (in order to participate in the assignment and educational experience), but it will not be made available to listen to on the website alongside those of their classmates.
If you have any questions regarding this request, please don’t hesitate to contact 
[ADD TEACHER’S NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS].

Thank you for returning the form before [ADD DATE] and for your support of this important work!

Best regards,
[TEACHER(S)’ NAME(S), POSITION(S), SCHOOL NAME]
[School Name] Release Form

Full Name of Student Interviewed (print): _____________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk168301924]I hereby grant NAME OF SCHOOL, and any third party authorized by NAME OF PROJECT, the worldwide, perpetual right to display, publish, copy, distribute and use my child’s recorded personal narrative (“Story”) in any manner and medium whatsoever that exist now or may be developed in the future. No photograph of the student will be used in the Project apart from the Story, nor will the student be identified by name as the source of the Story.
[bookmark: _Hlk168301630]I understand that I can request the removal of my child's Story from the NAME OF PROJECT’s website at any time by contacting the NAME OF SCHOOL.
I acknowledge that NAME OF SCHOOL will take reasonable measures to protect my child's privacy and safety online when posting the Story, but I understand that no online platform can guarantee 100% security.

Name of Student (print): ____________________________________________________

Signature of Student: ______________________________________________________

Date: ________________________________________

Name of Parent or Guardian (print): _________________________________________
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]
Telephone: ___________________________________

Email Address: ________________________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian: ___________________________________________

Date: ________________________________


Return this form to SCHOOL CONTACT NAME at ADD SCHOOL CONTACT EMAIL

Student Story Outline Form

Use this form to plan your story.

First Name:  ______________________ Last Name: ________________________________
Email:  _____________________________________


Story Title: 
________________________________________________________________

What is your first sentence?


List three to five things you want to be sure to talk about.
· ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________

List any places, people, or dates you want to be sure to include. 


What is your last sentence?
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