
At this year’s “NEXT B2B FORUM:                                                  
DISRUPT FINANCE 2014” in Frankfurt, key play-
ers from leading financial institutions, corporations 

and FinTech startups came together to connect with rele-
vant decision makers in education and politics to develop 
new ideas and perspectives for the industry, the region 

THE GLOBAL SHAPERS COMMUNITY, an initiative of the WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM, 
is a network of hubs developed and led by young people who are exceptional in their potential,

 their achievements and their drive to make a contribution to their communities.

www.nextb2bforum.org

SOFTWARE IS EATING 
THE BANKING INDUSTRY

disrupt or be disrupted!

and the world. The evening event took place on Thursday 
the 13th of November 2014 at 6pm at the event space 
of the location partner BLOOMBERG Frankfurt and was       
organized by the Global Shapers Hub Frankfurt of the 
World Economic Forum.

GOLD SPONSORS SILVER SPONSORS

LOCATION SPONSOR
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AGENDA
Registration

Opening Remarks

Keynote 
“Consumers in the Digital Economy”
Dr. Basir Mustaghni (Principal, The Boston  
Consulting Group)

Panel 
“Software is eating the Banking  Industry – 
be prepared or be disrupted”
Henning Kettler (CTO, 1&1 Internet)
Vishal Rai (CEO, Acellere)
Martin Korbmacher (Founding Partner, 
Event Horizon Capital & Advisory)

Keynote
 “Beyond SEPA: Innovations in retail 
Payments”
Iddo de Jong (Senior Market Infrastructure 
Expert, European Central Bank)

Drinks and Finger Food

18:00 – 18:50   

18:50 – 19:00   

19:00 – 19:15   

19:15 – 19:45   

19:45 – 20:00   

20:00 – 20:15   

Bloomberg TV 
Neue Mainzer Straße 75
60311 Frankfurt am Main

Panel 
“Disrupting Payments & Transaction Bank-
ing” 
Christof Maetze (Member of the Executive-
Management Board, Commerzbank

 Dirk Schrade (Dy. Head Payments & Settle-
ment Systems, Deutsche Bundesbank

)Oliver Flaskämper  (CEO of bitcoin.de
)

Panel
 “How FinTech Startups Are Disrupting 
traditional Finance Business Models”
Nektarios Liolios (MD, Startupbootcamp 
FinTech)
Christian Thaler-Wolski (Venture Advisor 
Europe, Wellington Partners)
Yann Ranchere, (Director, Anthemis Group)
John Bruggemann (CEO, TraxPay)

Networking, Drinks and 
Finger Food until open end

20:15 – 20:45

20:45 – 21:15 

21:30
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Keynote: Consumers in the Digital Economy
Dr. Basir Mustaghni (Principal, BCG)

Dr. Mustaghni shared with the audience his view that  
smaller devices with increasingly more power, declining 
costs of production and the cloud are the key drivers for 
expansion within FinTech. .  According to Dr. Mustaghni, 
one needs an imagination to foresee the future and ability 
to improve productivity with the technology he is bringing 
to the market.  In a powerful manner, Dr. Mustaghni ap-
pealed to the audience with the words: “No action is no 
option. Don’t protect the past from the future!” 

Panel 1: 
Software is Eating the banking Industry – be prepared or 
be disrupted
Panelists:
- Henning Kettler (CTO, 1&1 Internet)
- Vishal Rai (CEO, Acellere)
- Martin Korbmacher (Founding Partner, Event Horizon 
Capital & Advisory)

The takeaways from t his panel are conclusive on the ne-
cessity of the banks to innovate. “The banking industry 
needs to look at technology as a friend, an enabler. It is its 
biggest risk, but at the same time, it is its biggest opportu-
nity,” said Mr. Rai, CEO of Acellere. According to him, the 
banks are in the best position because of the disposable 
capital, their established brand and their customer base. 
Korbmacher, Chairman of FinTech Group AG, noted that 
banks should not just bring innovative ideas as a part of 
the old existing organization. Instead, he suggested that 
banks should completely alter their full value proposition. 
Kettler, CTO of 1&1 Internet AG, on the other hand, com-
pared the innovation in the banking industry with open-
heart surgery, saying “Innovating in the finance industry is 
like open heart surgery, you got to keep the patient alive 
while trying to do something [difficult].”

www.nextb2bforum.org

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Keynote: SEPA 
Iddo de Jong, Senior Expert, Market Integration, Europe-
an Central Bank 

In his presentation, Mr. De Jong focused on the impor-
tance of the retail payments for society and the benefits 
that SEPA has brought and continues to bring to the in-
dustry. It can certainly provide the basis for more innova-
tive and fintech solutions. 

Panel 2: 
Disrupting payments and transaction banking
Panelists:
- Christof Maetze (Member of the Executive Management  
Board, Commerzbank)
- Dirk Schrade (Dy. Head Payments & Settlement Sys-
tems, Deutsche Bundesbank)
- Oliver Flaskämper  (CEO of bitcoin.de)
- In an intense discussion, the supporters of the traditional 
payments system disputed the long-term success of 

Bitcoin as an alternative currency. Mr. Schrade, Deputy 
Head of Department & Settlement Systems, Deutsche 
Bundesbank, held a strong position in favour of traditional 
banking, stating, “When it comes to monetary policy, I do 
not think that a computer can replace a human being.” 
He also raised the issue of safety and regulation when 
it comes to a currency controlled solely by a computer. 
Mr. Maeze, Member of the Executive Management Board 
of Commerzbank, agreed, adding that behind most inno-
vations, there is still the traditional banking model where 
real money holds value and will last because it meets the 
three criteria for a storage of value, and therefore will not 
likely be replaced in the long run by, in his opinion, a mere 
speculative tool. On the contrary, Mr. Flaskämper, CEO of 
bitcoin.de responded by adding that “All currencies built 
by people sooner or later collapse. Look at history.”
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Panel 3: 
How FinTech Startups Are disrupting traditional Finance 
Business Models
Panelists:
- Nektarios Liolios (MD, Startupbootcamp FinTech)
- Christian Thaler-Wolski (Venture Advisor Europe, 
Wellington Partners)
- Yann Ranchere, (Director, Anthemis Group)
- John Bruggemann (CEO, TraxPay)

In the last panel discussion, Mr. Thaler-Wolski, Venture 
Advisor Wellington Partners, gave a new perspective on 
why B2B fintech startups will be the future of change in 

www.nextb2bforum.org

the industry. According to him, B2C fintech startups are 
competing with the well-established banks, which is 
a hard bet. Instead, we need shared resources and no 
friction. Mr. Brugemann, CEO TraxPay, agreed by adding 
“B2B is five times bigger than B2C because the problem 
is bigger.” Nevertheless, “A best technology doesn’t win. 
The best solution to a problem wins.” was one of the im-
portant takeaways for the entrepreneurial audience. 

Panel Moderator was Jana Randow from Bloomberg 
Frankfurt.
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Dr. Basir Mustaghni, Principal
Boston Consulting Group
Dr. Basir Mustaghni is a principal with BCG focused on digital transformations in consumer facing 
industries. His background is computer science. Before joining BCG, he worked for IT companies 
in Germany and in the Silicon Valley.

Christian Thaler-Wolski, Venture Advisor Europe
Wellington Partners
Christian is a Venture Advisor and advises on European investment opportunities in the B2B 
SaaS space for Wellington Partners. He joined Wellington as a principal and spent five years 
identifying investment opportunities in the internet and software space and leading the due dil-
igence process. Previous to working at Wellington, he was on the management team of startup 
CareerConcept AG as the director of business development.

Oliver Flaskämper, CEO
Bitcoin.de
Oliver Flaskämper founded over 16 different internet startups since 1998. 
The first project www.geizkragen.de was voted Germany’s most popular website in 2001.          
Additional projects are Germany’s most frequently used salary calculator www.nettolohn.de, 
Germany’s largest seminar portal www.semigator.de and the text marketplace www.content.de. 
His most recent project is Germany’s first regulated marketplace for the new digital currency 
Bitcoin at www.bitcoin.de

Dirk Schrade, Deputy Head of Department & Settlement Systems 
Deutsche Bundesbank
After school and finishing his studies of business administration at the University of Applied Sci-
ences of the Bundesbank he first worked for many years in the Branch and Main Office of the 
former Land Central Bank in North-Rhine Westphalia. In 2000 he joined the Payment Systems 
Policy Division at the Central Office of the Bundesbank in Frankfurt, focusing first on individual 
payment systems/RTGSplus and then on the project TARGET2. 

Martin Korbmacher, Chairman
FinTech Group AG
Martin has extensive experience and ‘know how’ both in traditional banking as well as in financial 
services technologies. After being global head of equities at Dresdner Kleinwort, he became 
investment banking head of Germany and Austria for Credit Suisse in 2005. In mid-2011 Martin 
decided to pursue entrepreneurial activities and started Event Horizon Capital & Advisory GmbH, 
an advisory and investment boutique focused on alternative asset management and VC invest-
ments in various sectors including financial services technologies.

Iddo de Jong, Senior Expert, Market Integration
European Central Bank
Iddo is a Retail payment and banking industry expert with 9 years of experience gained working 
among multicultural teams. He currently holding a Market Infrastructure Expert position at Euro-
pean Central Bank focused on European retail payments market integration. 
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Bruggemann: “It’s the biggest space, with the biggest 
problems and the biggest opportunity to solve these 
problems.”
Korbmacher: “It’s five times as large as B2C.
 I have to admit that I learned it tonight. I knew that it 
was larger, but I did not know the exact amount. So it’s 
gotta be B2B”

www.nextb2bforum.org

Liolios: “Inertia. The banks don’t really understand what they need to do and they just don’t move.”

Why B2B?

WHAT’S THE MAJOR 
CHALLENGE FOR FINTECH?

Korbmacher: “We live in a world where the pace of 
change within that sector is really accelerating, and this 
is when you need startups and this is when you need 
new innovation.”
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Henning Kettler, CTO
Internet and Telco 1&1 Internet AG
Henning Kettler began his professional career as a software-engineer at the engine manufac-
turer BMW-Rolls Royce. After joining Arcor, Mr Kettler was responsible for the IT-business and 
he oversaw the growth of the company. In February 2007 he was appointed CIO as a member 
of the managing board of Arcor. Last, in addition to the IT-business, he was responsible for the 
resort Operations.

Christof G. Maetze, Member of the Executive Management Board, 
Commerzbank 
In January of 2007, Mr. Maetze took over responsibility for Commerzbank’s Financial Institu-
tions. As Global Head of Financial Institutions and Member of the Executive Management Board, 
Christof’s responsibilities include relationship management and business-line responsibility with-
in Commerzbank Group. Prior to this assignment, Mr. Maetze was Global Head of International 
Products and International Coverage for Dresdner Bank in Frankfurt. 

Vishal Rai, Founder & CEO
Acellere
Vishal’s passion is to industrialize software engineering. He is an electronics engineer with 18 
years of telecommunications and software industry experience. An alumnus of Singularity Uni-
versity now, he is a ‘fledgling’ petrol-head and although he hasn’t been very successful yet, he 
aims to defy the laws of gravity one day!

John Bruggeman, CEO
Traxpay
Mr. Bruggeman’s extensive experience with enterprise software companies complements the 
banking and payment expertise of Traxpay’s executive team. Most recently John was chief mar-
keting officer at Cadence, where he was responsible for corporate, product, and strategic mar-
keting activities.

Nektarios Liolios. Managing Director
Startupbootcamp FinTech
Liolios is a Managing Director of Startupbootcamp FinTech, a leading network of industry fo-
cused startup accelerators. We help startups scale globally by giving them direct access to an 
international network of the most relevant partners, investors and mentors in their sector.

Yann Ranchere, Director
Anthemis Group
As the Finance Director of Anthemis Group Yann is in charge of all financial matters for the group 
and its various entities. He contributes to the Principal Investment activities as well, with the 
sourcing and review of potential investments. He is the author of the Tekfin blog and @tek_fin 
twitter account. Yann has a Master’s degree from french business school ESCP Europe. He lives 
in Geneva and is an avid skier, windsurfer and photographer.
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SPEAKERS

4

www.nextb2bforum.org

NO ACTION IS NO 
OPTION. 

Oliver Flaskämper : “We need alternative currencies. 
All currencies built by people sooner or later collapse. Look at history.”

Don’t protect the past from the future.

“ “

9

 Dr. Basir Mustaghni
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Coming up: 
 e NEXT B2B FORUM: 
DISRUPT MOBILITY 
 13th February 2015

Contact:
Global Shapers Community Frankfurt Hub

Email: contact@nextb2bforum.org
Tel: +49 178 5232442

At Disrupt Mobility, the focus is less on “What can we 
build?” than it is on “What should we build?”. 
Commuters and travelers are both front and center   of the 
day’s discussions. 
The ground-breaking exchanges--through a mix of        
fireside chats, keynotes, meals and design thinking work-

shops--build bridges across traditional divides of startups 
and corporations. This helps address common challeng-
es and move connected mobility forward. We created Dis-
rupt Mobility to celebrate these diverse perspectives and 
promote collective authorship of the future that we will all 
inevitably share.


