
   

 
 

May 21, 2021  
Governor Gretchen Whitmer  
P.O. Box 30013 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
 
Honorable Governor Whitmer, 
 
On behalf of the 50,000 members of the United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) Locals 876 and 951, 
we ask that you work with us to direct some of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) COVID-19 state funds to 
premium pay for essential frontline workers who have been sacrificing their financial and physical safety during 
this pandemic.  
 
UFCW members in food retail, pharmacy, meat and food processing, healthcare and emergency services have 
been on the frontline of this pandemic. These workers have been risking their health and safety to ensure that 
our nation’s food supply is safe, grocery store shelves are stocked, nursing home patients receive care and 
pharmacies are distributing medication. Frontline essential workers deserve not only our gratitude, but 
adequate protection and provision for their health, safety, and financial security. 
 
Since the beginning of the pandemic, hundreds of UFCW members have died of COVID-19, with tens of 
thousands more falling ill.  With our members and their sacrifice in mind, we call on you to ensure that our 
members receive the premium pay they deserve. Our members did not sign-up to risk their lives, but they have 
been coming to work throughout the pandemic and they deserve to be compensated for the extreme risk that 
they and their families face every day. 
 
The American Rescue Plan specifically outlines premium pay for up to $13.00/hour to essential workers, with 
the first $600 in benefits exempt from taxes. Recently released Treasury guidance allows for grants to go 
directly to workers impacted the most by the pandemic or to their employers. Establishing a premium pay 
fund, affirms the legislative intent of Congress, but more importantly provides necessary financial help to 
frontline, essential workers. 
 
We cordially request a meeting with you and your key staff handling COVID-19 state programs to discuss the 
creation of a premium pay grant program for those who have supported Michigan communities for well over 
a year. Protecting our country’s food workers is essential to keeping our communities safe and we look forward 
to working with you on this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 

Dan Pedersen                                                                                                                John Cakmakci 
President, Local 876                                                                                                     President, Local 951 


