
Maximizing College and Career Readiness:  

Supporting the Profile of the South Carolina 

Graduate with the College Board 



Chat with a Partner for 10 seconds: 

How do you explain the difference 
between being college and career 

ready you your students? 



  The Great Sorting Game 
 



  The Great Sorting Game 
 

We are the admission committee from a “highly prestigious 
university”. We are at the end of the admission cycle and we 
have narrowed it down to nine great applications from across 
the nation. Unfortunately, we can admit only three students.  

  
Listed in GPA order from highest to lowest, stand each of our 

nine finalists. They are all great candidates, so as a committee, 
we will have to make a decision based on a student’s personal 

qualities and qualifications.  
 

Note that if the committee were to decide only on academics, 
the three with the highest GPAs would be admitted.  

  
Listen to the following personal qualifications.  



  

1. Line up according to GPA from lowest to highest – 3.2 
to 4.0 

2. On the back of your cards, you each have attributes.  
Students will move up or down in the order based 
upon what I read.  It must be the exact wording on 
your card. 

3. You will move to your left if I read “plus / up” and 
right if I move “minus / down” 

4. If more that one of you are moving down  at the 
same time, the lowest student must move first.  If up, 
the highest moves first. 

 

 

 
 

The Great Sorting Game – Note to Students 
 



  

 

Why does that matter? 

Thoughts on that? 
 

The Great Sorting Game 
 



 
 





  

What do students 

think about 

college? 



They’re Aware! 

 

Source: The MetLife Survey of the American Teacher: Preparing Students for College and Careers  



 



 



College Readiness 
What is it and what can I do about it? 



College Eligible vs. College Ready 
Your Challenge! 

 

From the following list… 

Identify the list of descriptors on the list by labeling 
them as one of two categories: 

 

   College Ready      College Eligible 

                                                



College Eligible vs. College Ready 
• Standardized exam scores 

• Critical reading skills 

• Organizational skills 

• High School graduation 
requirements 

• Writing competence 

• Rigorous coursework 

• College Financial Application 

• Realistic goals 

•  Extracurricular activities 

• Time management 

• State Assessments 

• Self-assessment 

• Emotional/Social maturity 

• Decision-making skills 

• Metacognitive skills 

• Successful performance on high-
stakes exams – AP/SAT/ACT/IB 

• Familiarity with college 
environment 

• High School Diploma 

• GPA 

• SAT/ACT 

• PSAT/Plan 

• Applying core knowledge 

• Money/Scholarship/Financial Aid 

• Meeting college entrance 
deadlines 

• Strong attendance AP classes 



AP classes 
Critical reading skills 
Organizational skills 
Writing competence 
Rigorous coursework 
College Financial Application 
Realistic goals 
Time management 
Applying core knowledge 
Self assessment 
Emotional/Social maturity 
Decision-making skills 
Metacognitive skills 
Successful performance on high-

stakes exams – AP/SAT/ACT/IB 
Familiarity with college 

environment 

High School Diploma 

Standardized exam scores 

GPA 

Rigorous coursework 

SAT/ACT 

PSAT/Plan 

Money/Scholarship/Financial Aid 

High School graduation requirements 

State Assessments 

Meeting college entrance deadlines 

Extracurricular activities 

Strong attendance 

 

• College Ready • College Eligible 

College Eligible vs. College Ready 



“College readiness can be defined 
operationally as the level of 

preparation a student needs to enroll 
and succeed – without remediation – 
in a credit-bearing general education 
course at a postsecondary institution 
that offers a baccalaureate degree or 
transfer to a baccalaureate program.” 
 

 

 

 

Definitions of College Readiness 

Source: Conley, David. Redefining College Readiness, Volume 3. Eugene, OR: Educational Policy Improvement Center, 2007. 



Why is College Readiness Important? 

• For every 100 9th-graders in the U.S. 

 

• 70 graduate from high school 

 

•  44 enroll in and enter college 

 

• 30 return to college for  
their sophomore year 

 

• 21 earn a bachelor’s  
degree within six years 

 

 
Source: The National Center for Higher Education Management Systems Progress and Completion data 



Beyond Assessments: Delivering Opportunity 

>30% 
Require remediation 

Public 4-Year Institution 

Remediation Rate 

26.3% 

Public 2-Year Institution 

Remediation Rate 

40.8% 

Entering College Students 



► Lumina Foundation: By the year 2025, 60% of working-aged 

Americans (ages 25-64) should have a postsecondary degree or 

industry certificate because two-thirds of all jobs created will require 

some form of postsecondary education.  

► The Lumina Foundation: South Carolina ranked 42nd having 40.7 

percent of all working-aged adults with a postsecondary degree or 

credential. 

State Transformation Goals: 



 



A Unified Approach 
  



► 1.64 million SAT test takers (through January 2016) 

► 1.28 million rSAT test takers  (March through June 2016) 

► 3.95 million PSAT/NMSQT test takers 

► 2.54 million AP test takers took record 4.56 million AP Exams 

► 60% test takers scored 3 or higher on an AP Exam in 2015 

National Results 



► Because of the State of South Carolina’s commitment to ensure 

college and career readiness: 

► 20,172 South Carolina public school students in the class of 2016 

took the SAT – either new or old – at least once through June. 

► 75,121 public school students participated on the PSAT/NMSQT. 

39,396 were sophomore funded by the state. 

► 28,456 South Carolina public school students took at least one 

AP exam. Of the 44,994 exams administered, 25,788 yielded 

success with a score of 3 or higher 

State Results 



► May 2016, South Carolina public high school students took 
a total of 25,788 AP® Exams that resulted in scores of 3, 
4, or 5. Based on students’ opportunity to earn at least 3 
college credits for each AP Exam score of 3 or higher, this 
represents an estimated 77,364 college credits.  

► At an average rate of $393.87* per credit hour, the total 
potential cost savings for the state’s students and 
families was $30,471,358. 

► 2015-16 State investment on opportunity 

► Advanced Placement: $3.4 million 

► PSAT/NMSQT – Grade 10: $585,225 

 

 

Potential Cost Savings for SC Families 



 

Advance College Success 



Multiple research studies have confirmed  the following  for AP students who 
achieve scores of 3 or higher on AP Exams: 

1. AP students perform well in subsequent college courses in the discipline. 

2. AP students are more likely to major in their AP subject or a related discipline, 
particularly in STEM subjects. 

3. AP students take more – not less – college course work in the discipline. 

4. AP students are more likely to graduate within four years. 

5. AP examinees are more likely to earn higher GPAs in college. 

6. AP provides opportunities for underserved students to succeed. 

Strong AP programs in high school, coupled with data-driven policies in 

colleges and universities support many positive outcomes for students.  

AP Student Success at the College 

Level 



AP Participation: Proven Benefits 

1
 http://research.collegeboard.org/sites/default/files/publications/2014/1/research-report-2013-5-are-ap-students-more-likely-

graduate-college.pdf 



  

Highlights in South Carolina AP 

 South Carolina saw growth in all three major 
 categories of AP Participation and 
 Performance: 

– 6.7% increase of exam takers (28,456 students) 

– 6.9% increase of exams taken (44,994 exams) 

– 7.0% increase of students receiving grades 3-5 
(25,788 scores of 3+) 

 



 Within testing subgroups: 

– 6.6 % increase of female exam takers with a 
7.2% growth in successful (3+) scores; 

– 6.9% increase of male exam takers with a 
6.8% growth in successful scores 

– 34.4% (16.6 scored 3+) of underrepresented 
minority students  participated on an AP 
exams in 2016 in comparison to 19.4% (12.1 
scored 3+) in 2015.  

– 24% reported as potential first generation 

 

Highlights in South Carolina AP 

  



►2016 Top AP Exams in South 

Carolina 

  
 

AP Exam 
Number of 

Exams 
(SC - Public) 

Percentage of 
Exams with 

Scores of 3+ (SC 
- Public) 

Number of 
Exams 

(US - Public) 
 

Percentage of 
Exams with 
Scores of 3+ 
(US - Public) 

1 English Language and Composition 6095 53.9% 488,715 52.9% 

2 United States History 5407 55.6% 429,449 50.2% 

3 Human Geography 4583 53.9% 174,830 51.0% 

4 English Literature and Composition 4547 54.6% 346,828 51.6% 

5 Calculus AB 2923 60.1% 252,708 57.9% 

6 Biology 2657 65.8% 203,959 57.9% 

7 Psychology 2625 64.5% 260,903 63.4% 

8 United States Government and Politics 2329 57.5% 263,918 49.5% 

9 Statistics 2165 57.5% 177,936 59.5% 

10 World History 2030 55.4% 261,975 50.0% 

2016 Top AP Exams in South Carolina 



Beyond tests. More opportunities. 

The College Board  
Readiness & Success System 

► Easier for students to navigate a 
path through high school, 
college and career 

► Extraordinary, exclusive 
partnerships that deliver 
unprecedented benefits to 
students, educators, and 
states/districts 
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Suite of Assessments 



8 Key Changes to the SAT 



Suite of Assessments: 

Potential 

Predictive percentage of 

scoring 3 or higher on up to 

24 AP courses. 

Benchmark Reporting 



Khan Academy 

+ Students can go to 

satpractice.org today to sign up 

for Official SAT Practice for free 

+ Khan Academy creates 

personalized practice based on 

test performance and practice on 

Khan Academy 

+ Redesigned PSAT/NMSQT item-

level results can be sent to Khan 

Academy if a student chooses to 

link their accounts.  

+ All SAT Suite results will be sent 

to further customize practice on 

Khan Academy using actual 

results. 

 

 

satpractice.org


Students Answer the Call 

 unique users 

linked accounts 

decline in commercial test-prep usage 

"If you don’t have money to pay for a class, you’re 

usually just stuck buying a book or you’re on your 

own mostly, so this time it was really helpful that they 

had unlimited resources basically for anyone.”  

                                             – Maia, Washington, DC 



The Power of AP Potential 



AP Potential 
Predictive percentage of scoring 3 or higher on up to 

24 AP courses. 
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SAT® College and Career  

Readiness Benchmarks 

Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 SAT 

 

    Section-level 
390 410 430 460 480 ERW 

430 450 480 510 530 MATH 

▶ 75% likelihood of a student achieving at least a “C” grade in a first-

semester, credit-bearing college course in a related subject 

▶ Set at Section Level 

▶ Grade-level benchmarks are based on reasonable growth toward the 

SAT Benchmarks: 



NOTE: All reports are subject to change and should not be considered final. 

Reports shown are illustrations, and all data is fictitious. 

 

Educator Reports – Instructional Planning 

+ Provides breakout of 

student performance, in 

each Section, Test, and 

Subscores: 

- Need to strengthen 

skills (red) 

- Approaching 

benchmark (yellow) 

- Meets or exceeds 

benchmark (green) 

+ At school-level, ability to 

see student in each 

performance group 

+ See state standards for 

subscores 

+ Drill-thru to Question 

Analysis report 

 

 



NOTE: All reports are subject to change and should not be considered final. 

Reports shown are illustrations, and all data is fictitious. 

 

Educator Reports – Instructional Planning – Standards 

+ See your state 

standards for 

Subscores 

+ Note:  Links to 

State Standards 

are provided 

anywhere a 

Subscore is 

reported 



K-12 Tools: Connecting the SAT to the Classroom 



 Students should answer "yes" to the Student Search Service 
question on their answer sheet when they take the PSAT/NMSQT 
Participation is completely voluntary; Students may stop 
participating at any time by contacting Student Search Service 

Student Search is now partnered with six major scholarship programs:  

▶ National Merit Scholarship Corporation 

▶ Hispanic Scholarship Fund 

▶ United Negro College Fund 

▶ Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 

▶ Asian & Pacific Islander American                                                                                                               

Scholarship Fund 

▶ American Indian Graduate Council 

 

College Connection 



© 2015 The College Board 

Expanded Scholarship Opportunities 



ROADTRIP NATION 

UPDATE 

 Career Exploration Resource 

Status Meeting 
 

May 2016 

https://collegeboard.roadtripnation.com/ 

https://collegeboard.roadtripnation.com/
https://collegeboard.roadtripnation.com/


Career Exploration Can Solve Real 

Problems and Make ALL the Difference. 

Motivate college 
readiness 

Ensure pre-requisite 
courses are completed 

Open student eyes to 
new opportunities 













Coming December  2016 

Via  the  Student  Score  

Repor t ing Por ta l  



College Readiness Site 

collegereadiness.collegeboard.org 



AP Capstone 



Developed in response to feedback from Higher 
Education 

Emphasizes Critical Skills Needed for 
College & Beyond 

Complements the in-depth subject-
matter study in AP 

56 

The AP Capstone program empowers students to: 

• synthesize information from multiple perspectives  

• apply skills in new situations and cross-curricular contexts 

• collect and analyze information with accuracy and precision 

• craft, communicate, and defend evidence-based arguments 

• practice disciplined and scholarly research skills while exploring relevant topics that 
appeal to their interests and curiosity. 

                                  is an innovative program that equips students with the independent 
research, collaborative teamwork, learn across disciple and communication skills valued 
by colleges. The program is based on two new skills-based AP courses:  

AP Seminar and AP Research 



Two New AP Courses – Two Levels of Distinction 
A flexible two-course program that engages students in rigorous college-level curricula while promoting the 
critical skills needed for success in college and beyond. 
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Students who earn scores of 3 or 
higher in AP Seminar and AP 
Research and on four additional 
AP Exams of their choosing will 
receive the AP Capstone 
Diploma™. 

Students who earn scores of 3 
or higher in AP Seminar and AP 
Research will receive the  
AP Seminar and Research 
Certificate™ 



 


