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RESTORING OUR BAYS
HEALTHIER ECOSYSTEMS. STRONGER COASTS.
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' SCIENCE IN ACTION
I Restored reefs improve water clarity,

support marine life, and protect our
communities for generations to come.
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Why Oysters Matter
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- Clust ers of of oysters form natural

seagraé?dles from lack of sunlight, and marine biodiversity
suffers.
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3. Algal Blooms

When excess nutrients cause algal blooms, it s
‘reaction:
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small creatures make a big difference:
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Did You Know? 2

. One healthy oyster reef can support hundreds of speg,es of
fish and invertebrates. - .

. North Carolina once had over 1,000 square miles of oyster
reefs — now less than 10% remain.
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Ou y water aIgaI blooms oxygen depletion, and dead zone
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About the Publisher

Outer Banks Coastal Conservation (OBCC) is a nonprofit organization
dedicated to fostering environmental stewardship and a deeper connection
to the Outer Banks of North Carolina through education, outreach, and
conservation init/'ivatLves.
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