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My name is Surian Soosay, I am a Digital Fine Artist and Freelance Editorial Illustrator. I have spent a 

lot of time making work online and I’ve slowly developed new styles and techniques, I make art daily 

and love to experiment. My work has been published in many different outlets. I love using 

Photoshop in new ways, creating unique styles and processes, or putting modern twists on old ones. 

I always have tonnes of ideas and digital stills has been the quickest, most effective way to create 

and share work so far. 

I am currently working remotely for a Japanese creative / brand management agency in Japan –

FRAME00. We want to build a home for serious digital fine art. We are still setting up different areas and 

infrastructures; this has been a lot of fun. We want to innovate with digital art. It is a subject I am 

passionate about. Link: http://frame00.com/ 

I have also freelanced for Vice Motherboard, I make illustration for Terraform, their science fiction section of 

the site. I am a fan of sci-fi, so I enjoy these commissions. The standard of the stories are very high and are 

nice to visualize. 

Link to a story I illustrated and wrote: https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/portrait-of-an-amazonian 

I have been interested in refugees as an art subject for some time. I am mixed raced (Half White 

Scottish / Half Indian Malaysian) and I’ve been travelling a lot these past few years, TEFL English 

Teaching mostly. I still don’t feel settled in life, I can empathise a little, but not totally - I haven’t 

experience war, I have lived out a suitcase, but many refugees don’t have that. 

I make a lot of light ‘Digital Pop’ artwork, but there came a point when I wanted to tackle serious 

and difficult subject matter. 

The images on Syria and Burma are for Between Boarder’s World Day. I wanted to play with the idea of 

different time zones and day/night cycles. It is a subject I haven’t seen depicted in art before (well not in 

this way, usually it is just images of the sun and the moon rotating). I thought half the images could have 

more black, dark tones/colours, and the other half lighter. However the subject matter for both would be 

serious. I use black and white in my logos and light/dark is a theme that constantly occurs in my work.  

The same pain, same day, different time zones. I made these images in two days (slept at night). 24 

images roughly to represent the hours in a day. 

For the Syrian images I thought it would be interesting to see different ways to use a line of light in the 

darkness. Some of the lines are hope, some of the lines destruction. 

When you learn about drawing, teachers talk about ‘lines’, ‘edges’, ‘contours’, ‘shapes’ etc. I wanted to 

experiment with this a little, show different ways the same line can represent something. I think the name 

‘Between Boarders’ probably got me thinking in that way. What are the lines/edges in life? How can I 

experiment with a line? 

For Myanmar I wanted portraits of the people in lighter colours, you can see glimpses of their faces, the 

rest is bleached out like they are being erased – like torn and crumpled paper/maps in the wind: death, 

destruction and movement. I thought the contrast of dark skin to the white paper would look interesting – so 

I wanted to experiment/focus on that. Again playing with contrast that always seems to be an interest for 

me, I’m not sure why. 

http://frame00.com/
https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/portrait-of-an-amazonian


A lot of artists’ say you ‘need to know the person to make a good portrait’. I disagree, I maybe don’t 

understand their struggle and pain totally, but maybe understanding just a little would be enough, maybe 

my objectivity can help me communicate more clearly. Even though I am a stranger and I can’t give help, 

money etc. at least having some awareness of what is going on is important. To not be blind. I would like to 

help make images for the voiceless and unrecognised in crises, or help writers with important things to say 

with visuals. 

I find it much easier to express myself visually than with words, but I hope this can give you a little insight 

into my thinking process for the images 

Surian 

 

Links to Surian’s Work:  

ssoosay Sets: 

www.flickr.com/photos/ssoosay/albums 

  

ssoosay Screengrab: 

www.flickr.com/photos/ssoosayscreengrab/albums 

  

Blogger: 

ssoosay.blogspot.co.uk/ 

  

LinkedIn 

www.linkedin.com/in/ssoosay 
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