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Knowledge is power quote origin

TRADITIONALLY FLAWED ATTRIBUTION: Knowledge itself is a strength. (... ipsa scientia potestas est) Francis Bacon (1561-1626) English philosopher and meditation essayist Sacrae, De Haeresibus (1597) Thousands of books and websites claim that Sir Francis Bacon created or first recorded the
proverbial Knowledge is power. In fact, the concept existed long before Bacon's time and the Latin phrase scientia potestas est, meaning Knowledge is a force, perhaps too. Bacon used his version in his essay De Haeresibus (Of Heresies), one of ten essays in his book Sacrae Meditation, which he wrote
in Latin. In one of Bacon's typically long and run-on sentences, filled with many religious and philosophical blah-blahs, latin words scientia (science, science), est (is) and potestas (power, power) are embedded in longer phrases. The full phrase is nam et ipsa scientia potestas est. This generally translates
as to knowledge itself is strength. It wasn't lustful enough with knowledge being power. Moreover, in the context of Bacon's sentences and points in the essay, it actually has no literal meaning that has become a cliché. In the essay, Bacon makes obtuse arguments about atheists and others who deny
God's will and power, including those who give more weight to God's knowledge than His power. Bacon argues that God's knowledge is power itself. COOLIO'S COUNTERQUOTE: If knowledge is power and power is knowledge, then how many idiots are graduating from college? American rap musician
Coolio, record producer and actor A line in the lyrics to his song The Winner (on the soundtrack of the film Space Jam) CERSEI'S COUNTERQUOTE: Power is power! Cersei Lannister (played by actress Lena Headey) A point she makes, menacingly, to Lord Petyr Littlefinger Baelish (actor Aidan Gillen),
in the first episode of Season Two of the HBO series Game of Thrones. In this intense scene, Baelish hints to Cersei that she knows she has an unrelenting relationship with her brother and may be using that knowledge to her advantage. Prominent families often forget simple truths, he says. Knowledge
is power. Cersei responds by telling her guards: Get her. Cut his throat. The guards captured Baelish and prepared to carry out his orders. When Baelish starts to panic, Cersei says almost flippantly: Stop. Oh, wait. I changed my mind. Let him go. After they did, he glared at Baelish and told him the higher
truth prevailing in the world of Game of Thrones: Power is power! COUNTERQUOTE KICK-BUTT: Knowledge is not power. This is is knowledge that is a strength. It's not what you know that matters, it's what you do with what you know that matters. American author Larry Winget and motivational speaker
In his book Shut Up, Stop Whining, and Get a Life: A Kick-Butt Approach to a Better Life (2011) A VERSION APPLICABLE TO FERGUSON? Knowledge may be power in some circumstances, but, in others, power rests on denial and studying displacement. This image of a smoothly functioning social
order lends itself to the creation of a capacity for self-delusional fascists. Observations in the book Ethnography in Unstable Places: Everyday Lives in Contexts of Dramatic Political Change Edited by Carol J. Greenhouse, Elizabeth Mertz, Kay B.B. Warren (Cartoons by Kevin Siers) * * * Comments?



Correction? Questions? Email me or post on my Famous Quotes Facebook page. Related reading, viewing and swag... Reading Time: 6 minutes What is the power of knowledge, or is it a potential force? And if knowledge is not power, what is power? The phrase scientia potentia est (or scientia est
potentia or also scientia potestas est) is Latin aphorism meaning knowledge is power. It is generally associated with Sir Francis Bacon, although there is no known occurrence of this exact phrase in Bacon's English or Latin writings. However, the phrase ipsa scientia potestas est ('knowledge itself is
strength') occurs in The Bacon Meditation sacrae (1597). The exact phrase Scientia potentia est was written for the first time in a 1668 version of Leviathan's work by Thomas Hobbes, who was Bacon's secretary as a young man. Credit: Wikipedia It's often said that knowledge is a strength, but isn't it?
Michael Schrage thinks it's not: I think knowledge management is a nonsense issue. Let me tell you why. I can provide perfect information, I can give you perfect knowledge and it will not change your behavior one iota. People choose not to change their behavior because the culture and imperatives of
the organization make it too difficult to act on knowledge. Knowledge is not power. Power is power. The ability to act on knowledge is power. Most people in most organizations do not have the ability to act on the knowledge they have. End of story. Barriers to action There are so many barriers to action.
You can have perfect knowledge but ignoring it does not accept it as true do not understand it bias against it does not appreciate its relevance is too busy to act on it do not have the confidence or courage to act on it do not have skills to influence or persuade senior management to take you seriously do
not have the budget or other resources to put knowledge into the act of not having skills to act on it do not have the collaborative skills to work with others In the life of our organization (and more broadly in the world at large), we all have a lot of knowledge and the potential to make an impact, but few of us
have the power to act effectively. Too often, people have little choice and not enough political nouse to make an impact regardless of their knowledge. And then, sometimes, people act on the knowledge they have, not for the overall benefit but for selfish purposes and fail to share it more broadly. If
knowledge is not power, what is it? So if knowledge is not power, what is it? We might say that knowledge is a potential force. Without motivation or the ability to apply it - for whatever reason - it is useless. It would be more accurate to say that it will and the ability to act on the knowledge we have is
power. But the power we are talking about here is the social and political power - the ability to influence people or events. This power comes from one of two sources, authoritative power, in other words, the power given to us or our intrinsic influential power regardless of our authority. Unless we have
massive authoritative power, we must be able to influence and work well with others if we are to achieve anything. Knowledge Sharing Power Sharing and Knowledge Management are one of the cornerstones of Knowledge Management (KM), but KM is more than sharing our knowledge (and not hoarding
it). If we share our knowledge with others, who like us do not have the power to act, we achieve little. We not only need to share knowledge but motivate, influence, and work with others to get things done. This is the fourth level of Knowledge Management. How do we achieve this? Especially we do it
through the conversations we have with each other. The hypothetical story by Arie de Geus from his book The Living Company: Growth, Learning, and Longevity in Business communicates the fact that knowledge is not power in a rather interesting way. Imagine that it is 1920 and you have somehow
been given absolute power to predict the future. You happen to visit the mayor of Rotterdam and, during that time, you clearly describe what will happen to his city over the next 25 years. Thus, in a very normal working day, the mayor heard about the emergence of the Weimar Republic, hyperinflation, the
1929 stock exchange crash, the Great Depression that followed, the emergence of Nazism in Germany with autarki economic policy destruction (for Rotterdam), the outbreak of the second world war, the carpet bombing of the city center and, finally, the systematic destruction of the city's port installations
during the calamitous winter of 1945. The mayor listened to this information quietly. And He gives you signs to those who believe. my shoes, hearing all this, amid all the opinions and other facts that reached me during my day, what would you reasonably expect me to do about this information? What
makes sense to expect the mayor to do? When I ask these questions in discussion groups, we always reach the same answer: there is nothing the mayor can expect to do. Even if he gives your prediction a higher level of credibility than most of the other information that achieves it, he will not have the
courage or strength of persuasy to take the far-reaching decisions required by such predictions. The future is unpredictable. But, even if it could, we wouldn't dare act on predictions. Credit: Destruction of Rotterdam, Arie de Geus Suppose a time traveler returns to today from 2120 and tells us in graphic
detail what will happen in the world as a consequence of global warming. We already had a pretty good idea of the consequences, but now we know for sure. Do you think it will make any difference to our response? Even with perfect knowledge, even if we can accurately predict the future, more often
than not, we do not have the ability to act on that knowledge. Knowledge is not power. Self-motivation, taking responsibility and the ability to act on knowledge and to influence and work with people (especially those in authority) is power.  Tweet These Things Todo Reflect: What power should you
influence on your life, your organization, or the world for the better? The New York Times Resources: Knowledge Is a Strength Only if You Know How to Use It Posts that link to this postSoclate Navigation Knowledge Management SEARCHBlook SearchGoogle Web Search Credit Photo: Rob Bye
(Unsplash)This page is part of an online book on Conversational Leadership. Parts of the book have restricted access. You can learn more about the book and how to get full access on the homepage. Page.
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