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A Mysterious Visitor

When the lakes of the north begin to freeze, Common Loons (Gavia
immer) take flight toward the coast. Traveling hundreds of miles,
they exchange their black-and-white summer plumage for a softer
grm and settle into the cold, fish-rich waters of the
Outer Banks. Coastal North Carolina is primarily a winterand
migratory stop for loons. However, there are indeed “summering
loons” documented along the Outer Banks, including Cape

Hatteras.
“"In some years, unusually high count en recorded .
in summer in the OQuter Banks, someti der ocean

currents or upwellings that support their prey.

From November through April, you can often spot lo
Hatteras, Oregon Inlet, and Pea Is)énd dlvmg, ,,
resting in the gentle surf. >

d legs that act like flippers. These same adaptations, however,
make it nearly impossible for them._tg,ﬁwalk on land.




When You See a Loon on the Beach

Occasionally, loons appear close to shore—or even resting on the

S fter storms or heavy winds. While this can look alarming,
it | behavior:

. Loons may rest on beaches temporarily after exhausting
flights or rough surf.
- They cannot walk well due to their leg placement fa
- the iody.

Most simply wait for calmer

eturn to sea.

ue. Observe quietly |
pest feSponse is observatior and patience,
A ppr@dﬂﬁg too clpsely can startle or stress the
2\ entmg it from re ngermg its’ strength

When to Call for Help

Contact a local wildlife rehabllltato[‘;qnly 1 you‘see: =

. Visible injuries (bleeding, 0|I ken wings) ‘
. Entanglement in fishing lin | N
. The loon stranded away from w ler (roads, dunes, or parking® |
lots) S
Local Contacts: s o
N

. Cape Hatteras National Seashore — (252) 473-2111
. Outer Banks Wildlife Shelter (Newport, NC) — (252) 240_1200
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Loons and Lead:

A Preventable Threat

Lead fishing tackle is one of the most dangerous
human-caused threats to loons.

This threat is preventable.

\ Anglers can help protect loons by
switching to non-lead tackle made -
from safer materials such as tin,

steel, bismuth, glass, or tungsten, &
and by properly disposing of old

lead sinkers and jigs. ‘

-

'ml'

N
I [HE DANGER: THE SOLUTION:
LEAD TACKLE | NON-LEAD OPTIONS

* %\)%\‘ /300

.‘ \- lJHflmn...

| Loons may swallow lost sinkers &

or jigs, or they may eat fish
g iy Tin « Steel ¢ Bismuth

that still have tackle attached. - O
3 Toxic to loons Glass * Tungsten
Once lead enters the loon's gizzard, - and other wildife Was
stomach acids and grinding action ) Can be swallowed and allwildiie
break it down, releasing toxins into directly or through |
contaminated prey v/ Durable and effective
the bloodstream.
_ ' % Leads topoisoning, | &/ A simple switch that
The result is weakness, paralysis, suffering, and death | saves ves
inability to feed, and often death. N y,
: @
Protect loons. Choose non-lead. #\  Disposeofodleadtackle

, , responsibly. Don't leave
Your choice makes a difference. t) jead behin
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