
Virtual Higher Education Summit 
2020, Poster Plaza

AUTHOR : F.-X. LEURET
PRESENTER: E. HOFMANN

METHOD: "Go buy a loaf of bread" 
Teaching the urban project requires a deconstruction of urban complexity. 
The decomposition of an everyday act allows the learner to identify his or her 
practical knowledge, such as the response to a parental injunction: "go buy a 
loaf of bread". 
Learners' knowledge identifies three identified pathways:
The efficient path implements a possible response and its immediate 
realization (Injunction reaction realization). The concrete (or reasoned) path 
deconstructs the analysis of the order, its options, the possible responses, a 
choice and an action. The conceptual path will use the first two and sequence in 
multiple steps an analysis and the potential for implementation of the action. 
Complexity can be taught by deconstructing the components of the three 
pathways:
1. The act of listening of the ”order" which requires to refer to the actor issuing the 
order, here the parent, and to the receiver of the order, the child.
2. The. decomposition of the order: ”go" means the journey, "to buy" means the act 
to be performed, "a loaf of bread" means an object and its quantity
3. Diagnoses by theme: spatial (where I leave from, where I have to go), financial 
(cost of bread, means of payment), social (nature of bread according to the habits of 
the house), technical (route, mode of travel, temporal (when)...
4. Synthesis of the key elements, to determine the stakes. In this example: the arrival 
point "the bakery", its opening "the hours", its supply "is there bread? ».   
5. The order "Go and buy a loaf of bread" is a complex challenge for a child: the 
achievement issue "finding a loaf of bread", the emotional issue "trust", the success 
issue "getting by", the status issue "I'm grown up". 

Project approach can be taught through the complex (re)construction 
of the action:
1. Identify the knowledge and know-how: to find one's bearings, to 
know the distribution points, the mode of transport to be used, and also 
to know how to count, to enter into relations, to formulate one's 
request, etc.
2. Situate the ecosystem of actors: here, the parent and the baker.
3. Considering the existing mechanisms: payment, travel...
4. Formulating options and their hazards: "if I go there and it's closed?”
5. Choosing the implementation: "I'm going to ride my bike to Ms. 
MacLoaf’s shop because she is always open and has good bread.” 

"The aim of the search for a method is not to find a unitary principle of all 
knowledge, but to indicate the emergence of a complex thought, which is not 
reduced to science or philosophy, but which allows their intercommunication 

by operating dialogical loops“
(Edgar Morin, 1982)
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Learning from Urban Complexity

Deconstructing a simple daily act makes it possible to identify the processes 
implemented to analyse a complex situation and determine its stakes. It is a 

very effective pedagogical principle.

14 "Deconstructing and reconstructing complexities to adapt transformative 
teaching of SD for diverse learners – an example inspired from urban 
planning"

“.

Revisited version of a diagram by JOUMANA Stephan in "Urban Complexity: Languages and Tools"
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