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Supports lecturers from all disciplines of the 
University of Basel who wish to integrate   

sustainability topics into their courses and to 
enable their students to become change agents 

for sustainable development.

IMPULS

Impressions

«You deal with the subject matter in greater depth 
- I will not forget what I‘ve learned in this seminar 
anytime soon.»

«The connection between theory, knowledge gene-
ration and the projects is challenging but exciting.»

- Students of a course supported by IMPULS (trans-
lated from German)

«I think it is great that the university (...) offers 
such an initiative and supports us in developing 
other teaching formats, integrating the topic of 
sustainability into the classroom and also develo-
ping myself as a lecturer. Such “impulses“ are hel-
pful in bringing a breath of fresh air and develop-
ment into everyday teaching and in dealing with 
questions of social responsibility. (...)»

- Dr. Katrin Sontag, Course: Migration, Mobility & 
Change, fall semester 2019 
(translated from German)

The purpose of the program is to support 
student project work on topics related to 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
by applying the Service Learning approach.

Starting point
•  Student involvement is difficult, because many students are 

heavily involved with their studies. An additional part-time 
job reduces the time available for social engagement.

•  The majority of students don’t have the opportunity to deal 
with the topic of sustainable development as part of their stu-
dies.

•  Universities can make an important contribution to the  
achievement of the SDGs by teaching and applying relevant 
topics, learning methods and practical experience.

Support
•  2,000 CHF financial support (per course)
•  Further education courses for teachers (Service Learning,  

Education for Sustainable Development)
•  Coaching for teachers (Service Learning) and students  

(project management)
•  Expertise in the field of sustainable development, SDGs  

(theoretical and practical input in the courses at the begin-
ning of the semester, additional workshops)

•  Collaborations in the projects with partners from the   
IMPULS network (in- and outside of the university)

•  Publication of realized projects (Posters, blogs, etc.) on our 
website: www.unibas.ch/impuls 

Impact
Students 
•  acquire the necessary knowledge and relevant design skills 

for sustainable development. 
•  develop competencies that strengthens their ability to think 

and act on their own responsibility, so that they can take an 
active and reflective part in shaping the future.

Students and teachers from IMPULS courses visiting the headquarter of the UN in Geneva in October 2019 to find out more about the 
Sustainable Development Goals.4

One of many ways to implement Service Learning in the course3

The Service Learning criteria2

Service Learning
is a teaching and learning approach that combines academic learning 
with practical project implementation by students.
Students can put their knowledge into practice, leave their comfort 
zone and have a finished product/project at the end of the semester 
that is useful to the project partners.

Criteria Definition

Societal Need Projects and actions emerge from societal needs, aim 
for concrete benefits for the individual group or society 
and are based on the topic of the course and are linked 
to the SDGs.

Defined goals All group members define goals, which are achieved 
together.

Link to curriculum Service learning is intentionally applied as a didactic 
method in order to achieve general learning goals and/
or content standards. This approach can be implemen-
ted in nearly all disciplines.

Competencies Students acquire personal, social, professional compe-
tiences (e.g. team an organizational skills) and knowled-
ge of their field of specialty.

Learning in “foreign 
worlds”

Students leave their comfort zone and think outside the 
box.

Cooperation All parties involved work together to realize the goals.

Reflection Students continuously and guided reflect their work 
and how it is affecting them. Thus, students gain a dee-
per understanding of the course contents and the im-
portance of social commitment.

Assistance Students receive support to realize their projects.

Evaluation Projects are evaluated for quality assurance.

Appreciation The commitment and work and of all involved parties 
is acknowledged and appreciated.
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 Achievements

courses supported (fall semester 2019, spring semester 2020)5
19
5
⅔
⅔

realized projects

of the students who attended a Service Learning course would at-
tend one again1

courses accepted for support in fall semester 2020

of the students stated that they have more skills and knowledge to 
help shape the achievement of the SDGs1

 www.unibas.ch/impuls
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