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Judges 

Kenji Matsumoto The Japan Foundation, New York 
 
Kazuko Minamoto Japan Society of New York 
 
Tomomi Sakamoto Keio Academy of New York 
 
Kazuo Tsuda United Nations International School,  

Northeast Council of Teachers of 
Japanese 

 
Master of Ceremony 

David Sheng Northern Valley Demarest High School 
1st Place, NECTJ Speech Contest Fall 2015 

1st Place, 2016 All-USA High School Japanese Speech Contest 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Finalists 
 
 

1. Ivana Huang Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School 
私が成長するとき “When I Grow Up” 
 

2. Moyowa Ayodel Princeton High School 
日本のアニメ “Japanese Anime” 
 

3. Skaie Cooper Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School 
石の上にも三年 “The Road to Discipline  

Ends with Reward” 
 

4. Julienne Poitevien Valley Stream Central  
モチベーションの力 High School 

“Power of Motivation” 
 

5. Brandon Jagdhar Townsend Harris High  
僕が日本語を勉強 School 
する理由 “The Reason I Study Japanese” 
 

6. Vanessa Ton College of Staten Island 
High  
私をかえた日 School for International Studies 

“The Day that Changed My Life” 
 

7. Emma Jones Horace Mann High School 
フェンシングの “Behind the Fencing Mask” 
マスクのむこう 

 

8. Yuki Chen Stuyvesant High School 
これからの私に “A Message for the  
送りたい言葉 Future Me” 

 


