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Messages from Friends

I deeply admire OHARA Jigoemon XVI's exceptional work in
preserving the legacy of Johana Maki-e's craftsmanship.

His commitment to preserving cultural heritage is evident in
his exquisite creations, engagement in exhibitions, and
preservation of cultural heritage. His talks have raised
awareness of the importance of cultural preservation and
inspired others to follow in his footsteps. As someone who
values tradition and cultural heritage, I find his work
inspiring.

OHARA Jigoemon XVI's work serves as a bridge between
Japan and other cultures, demonstrating that despite our
differences, we can find common ground and celebrate our
shared humanity.

Helen Y Chen

Head, External and Alumni Relations
HKUST Business School
Clear Water Bay, Kowloon, Hong Kong
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Helen Y Chen

Ms. Helen Y. Chen is the Head of External
and Alumni Relations at the HKUST Business
School, where she leads efforts to enhance
the School's external presence and
connectivity. With a focus on expanding
connections and collaborations with the
global business community and alumni, she
formulates strategic initiatives to strengthen
the School's network. Prior to her current
role, Ms. Chen served as the Head of
Strategic Development at the Asia Society
Hong Kong Center, overseeing external
partnerships and fundraising activities. With
over 20 years of experience in the financial
industry across Hong Kong, Japan, and
China, she also held a faculty position at
Hitotsubashi University ICS in Japan. Ms.
Chen is actively engaged in community
affairs, serving as a Senior Advisor and
former President (2012-2014) of the Columbia
University Alumni Association in Hong Kong.
She also held the position of President
(2020-2022) at the Zonta Club of Victoria and
served as a Board Director (2020-2022) at the
Centre for Heritage Arts & Textile (CHAT).
Additionally, she is a member of the
Communications and Development
Committee at the Bai Xian Asia Institute. Ms.
Chen received her Bachelor of Arts degree in
Economics and Oriental Studies from Barnard
College and her Master's of International
Affairs from the School of International and
Public Affairs at Columbia University.
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