
Controlled Methods Test (CMT) – Weekly Update: July 28, 2022

This is your weekly update regarding the Controlled Methods Test (CMT) sent to you from the TKPOA Owner
Communication Working Group (comprised of volunteer Homeowners). We are committed to providing our fellow
TKPOA Homeowners with these weekly updates, until the time that the turbidity curtains are removed.

KEY POINTS:

● Re-opening waterways to boating by 8/20 will require both a favorable bend in the triclopyr
degradation curve and additional herbicide sampling for the 2nd “non- detect.”

● Harvesting commenced in the east lagoon, but not likely on the west side until 2nd week of
August.  There is scheduled weed pile pick-up in all areas.

● HABs: Samples from Sites #2 and #13 test positive for cyanotoxin.  Warning signs will go
up immediately!

● The WQ Staff will be installing fixed markers (t-posts with bright colors) to highlight the
treatment area boundaries for the harvester drivers. This is to maintain the integrity of the
CMT project. Contact the WQ Department if there are any issues with a marker near your
property. Please do not remove them!

*Reminder:  WQ Town Hall Forum is TONIGHT, Thursday July 28th from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. Attend at
TKPOA Pavilion or via Zoom link found at tkpoa.com*

Re-Opening: In order to re-open the waterways to boating by August 20th, it requires that we achieve
two “non-detect” readings for triclopyr at all sample locations inside of the restricted areas . For Area B,
this translates to three “TA” sites (treatment area: herbicide application area) and two “IRW” sites (internal
receiving waters: area in between treatment sites) that must meet the requirements. For test Area A,
there is a higher bar, with nine “TA” sites and six “IRW” sites (see attached map). With weekly testing
and a five day processing window for results, it takes roughly twelve days to document two “non-detects”
once that level has been reached in the field. Add to that the two to three days to remove the barriers, and
it suggests that we need to reach the “non-detect” level late next week to make the 20th of August. That
would require a favorable bend in the degradation rate to something greater than 55% per week. We are
currently seeing something closer to 45% per week (or a  8 to 10 day half-life) in most areas. The stirring
effort does appear to be working, as Triclopyr levels in site #14 dropped from 120ppb to 11ppb in two
weeks. The omnicat will continue to “stir” in Area A on a daily basis, and the WQ will look for other
opportunities to accelerate degradation.

Locking UV-C Boat: Complexity, cost and timetable suggest that we will wait until the curtains can be
removed to start UV-C treatment in the “combo” sites.  In the meantime, the WQ team will step up efforts
to disperse the very low levels of triclopyr (1-2ppb) immediately outside the double turbidity curtains.

CMT Efficacy: Last week’s hydroacoustic scans did not align with the macrophyte samples taken,
especially in test Sites #1-3, so they are still under review. Technical support from the equipment vendor
suggests that high turbidity is distorting the results on biomass, but that this effect can be filtered out. We
will share the data next week when the scans are finalized.

Harvesting & Pile Pick-up: Harvesting has commenced in the east lagoon, but TKPOA remains short of
the staff required to get multiple teams on the water. The harvesting team will be working in the West
Lagoon starting August 1st. They will not be harvesting in the current CMT treatment sites. Weed pile



pick-up service is in place, scheduled for Thursdays (outside the turbidity curtains). The omnicat is
collecting weed piles inside Area A on an ad hoc basis.

HABs: Samples from Sites #2 and #13 test positive for cyanotoxin which indicates there are toxic algae
present. The TKPOA WQ team will be putting up “Caution” signage to warn the public of these harmful
algae blooms (HABs). These signs will warn you to not let your animals swim or drink the water, stay
away from the algae and scum, keep children away etc. Please call the WQ Department if you have any
questions.

For additional information and updates, please refer to the TKPOA Water Quality website at
www.keysweedsmanagement.org or follow us on Instagram at @tahoekeyspoa_wq. You can also contact
the TKPOA Association Office, at 530-542-6444, Monday – Friday from 8:30AM – 4:30PM, Saturday and
Sunday from 10:00AM – 2:00PM.

If you have questions, contact the TKPOA Water Quality Department directly by calling 530-542-6444,
ext. 275 Monday – Friday from 8:30AM – 4:30PM or by email at waterquality@tahoekeyspoa.org
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