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SEPTEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER 
 

August Church Council Meeting Highlights: Church Council met for its regular meeting on Monday, August 2nd 
at 7:00 PM with 7 of 11 members present.  Financial Report as of July 31st: General Fund $26,875.03; Building Fund 
$2,752.01.  Building Fund continues to meet its monthly mortgage payment of $5,849.00 thanks to additional 
ongoing contributions.  New storage area for the tables in the cloak room is now complete - thank you Marlen 
Holmberg!  Day Care Steering Committee and Strategic Planning Committee continue to meet regularly to envision 
future ministry opportunities.  The church van is in poor condition and is no longer safe to drive; council approved 
its sale to be overseen by Dan Dahlberg.  Fund for a new church van has been started and already has $505.  Contact 

has been made with Verdin Bell Company in Ohio (local agent is in Forest Lake) to inspect the church bell and figure out why it’s not 
working properly.  The company could inspect the bell for a fee, however, since the Fire Department has offered the use of its 
bucket ladder, we will inspect the bell first.  Approved endowment disbursements of $2,359.24 to ministries recommended by the 
Stewardship Committee (see last month’s newsletter) and release of $2,000 from the Rush City Student Assistance Fund to the Rush 
City Public Schools.  The next regular meeting is Tuesday, September 7th at 7:00 PM.  Full minutes of the meeting are 
available in the church office. 
 
Notes from our Treasurer:  Notes from our Treasurer as of August 31st - The Church Council 
expresses its gratitude for your faithful giving to our mission. The General Fund supports the general 
operations of the church.  Average monthly expenditures total $17,459.  As of August 31st, the General 
Fund Balance is $20,010.69 which is a nearly $7,000 decline since last month.  Included in the General Fund are committee funds 
totaling $19,128.18, which means we begin this month with only $882.51 available for monthly expenditures.  Our year-to-date 
giving is $3,878.49 less than a year ago.  Unless the September collections defray the difference, we won’t cover monthly 
expenditures and will have to borrow against the designated general funds.  The largest expense - payroll and benefits at $13,350 
per month - is paid on the 4th Friday of the month.  The Building Fund expenditures per month are $5,849 paid on the 15th of each 
month for the mortgage and interest.  We began this month with $4,447.60 which will fall short unless the first two collections in 
September defray the difference.  The Memorial Fund pays for special items, many of them designated by the donor.  The current 
balance in the Memorial Fund is $13,499.36.  ~ Nancy Schroeder, Treasurer 
 
Vacation Bible School: VBS was held Sunday, August 22nd - Thursday, August 26th.  We had 25 children and 7 Confirmation 
helpers.  Our theme was “The power of Jesus pulls us through” and we learned about steam engines and trains.  Everyone really 
enjoyed their time singing, listening to Bible stories, singing and dancing to music, playing the games and doing the activities. 

http://www.rushcityfirstlutheran.org


Outdoor Worship & Potluck: It was our to joy to worship outside last Sunday, August 29th and enjoy a full potluck 
meal afterwards.  Thank you to all brought the delicious food and desserts! 
 

Kitowo Scholarship Raffle: Bega Kwa Bega is the phrase we use to describe our companion synod relationship with 
the Iringa Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.  The phrase means ‘shoulder to shoulder’, and 
through our partnership we support scholarships for girls to attend the Kitowo Secondary School each year.  This 
year’s raffle raised $505 and Brenda Taylor won the beautiful, hand carved bird made by Jerry Mollberg.  Brenda also 
announced an additional gift from the Stewardship/Endowment Committee which added an additional $589.81, 
making nearly $1,100 raised for scholarships! 

 
In the Family: We’re happy to share births, baptisms, marriages and deaths for members and others connected to our 
church family.  Keep in touch and let us know who we may have missed.\ 

 
Lutheran Foundations: The Lord’s Prayer 

by Pastor Nathan 
 

Our series for this year focuses on the Small Catechism.  Since the beginning of the church, many Christians have developed a 
“catechism” (a word that means “to resound in the ear”) as a basic summary of the Christian faith. Our catechism, developed by Martin 
Luther, is famous for its brevity (it fits easily in your pocket!)  Luther intended for his catechism to be learned by heart, a life-long habit 
of grounding our lives in God’s commands and promises. 
 
Martin Luther gave three reasons why we should pray and why, in particular, we should pray the Lord’s 
Prayer.  The first reason is because God commands it, as the Second Commandment says, “You are not to take 
God’s name in vain.”  “We are required,” Luther says*, “to praise the holy name and to pray or call up it in 
every need.”  This might feel distressing (especially if you haven’t prayed in a while) but it also frees you from the 
burden of cooking up the right motivation or feeling.  You are free to simply speak the words and not be, as 
Luther says “impeded and deterred by such thoughts as these: ‘I am not holy enough or worthy enough; if I 
were as righteous and holy as St. Peter or St. Paul, then I would pray.’  Away with such thoughts!  The very 
commandment that applies to St. Paul also applies to me.” 
 
The second reason to pray “is the fact that God has made and affirmed a promise: that what we pray is a certain and sure thing.”  
Luther’s favorite image of prayer is that God is “all ears.”  In his Small Catechism, Luther relishes the image of God as an intimate, 
loving presence whom we call Father.  “With these words God wants to attract us,” Luther says, “so that we come to believe he is 
truly our Father and we are truly his children, in order that we may ask him boldly and with complete confidence, just as loving 
children ask their loving father.”  Just as a mother is “all ears” to the cries of her children, so God invites you into her lap to whisper 
into her ears all your needs. 
 
The third reason to pray contains even more promise.  In the Lord’s Prayer “God takes the initiative and puts into our mouths the 
very words and approach we are to use.  In this way we see how deeply concerned God is about our needs, and we should never 
doubt that such prayer pleases God and will assuredly be heard.”  The Lord’s Prayer is all about our daily needs—needs that Luther 
delightfully lists in the Small Catechism.  The Old Testament Psalms, our most ancient prayers, form the backbone of the Lord’s 
Prayer.  Like the psalms, the Lord’s Prayer names every need we have as human creatures.  God does not want you to be silent but 
“wants you to lament and express your needs and concerns. . . in order that you may kindle your heart to stronger and greater 
desires and open and spread your apron wide to receive many things.” 
 
So go ahead.  Pray for God’s name, kingdom and will to take root in your life.  Pray daily for bread and every other necessity for life.  
Pray for the spiritual power of forgiveness and triumph over temptation and evil.  Your prayers are heard, and your apron 
overflows. 
 
* All quotations taken from “The Large Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther” The Annotated Luther: Volume 2 366-372) 
 
Questions for reflection: 
1. Who is someone you’ve known that prays out loud?  What strikes you about how this person prays? 
 

2. Praying at mealtime and bedtime are two traditional prayer times.  What’s a third time you could add? 
 

3. Search for “Sung Lord’s Prayer” on YouTube and listen to the various search results.  How are the sung prayers different?  Are 
there certain words that get emphasized more than others?  How might singing the Lord’s Prayer make a difference? 

 


