
Controlled Methods Test (CMT) – Weekly Update: June 30, 2022

This is your weekly update regarding the Controlled Methods Test (CMT) sent to you from the TKPOA Owner
Communication Working Group (comprised of volunteer Homeowners). We are committed to providing our fellow
TKPOA Homeowners with these weekly updates, until the time that the turbidity curtains are removed.

**TKPOA CMT Site Markers: While the turbidity curtains are in place, the TKPOA Water Quality Team
has put out “markers” to identify the test area sites for various monitoring activities. For the integrity of the
project, please do not remove or move these visual markers (green and yellow buoys as well as bright
colored stakes). If you have any questions or concerns, please call the Water Quality Department at
530-542-6444, ext. 275.

Turbidity Curtain Removal: Unfortunately, the data is mixed. The good news is that, after plateauing at
levels well above the “receiving water limits” (RWL), measured levels of endothall have dropped
precipitously in both Areas A and B to “non-detect”.  If this trend continues with the next sample (taken
last Friday, but results still pending), this would effectively remove endothall as an obstacle to re-opening.
The bad news is that triclopyr levels have remained at levels below the RWL, but well above the
“reporting limit” (RL) required for a “non-detect”. The project team is seeking input from scientists who
have experience with triclopyr on both degradation models, as well as ideas for speeding up the process.
Aerators have been deployed in 6 sites to accelerate degradation. Given the need for two “non-detects”
and the lag-time for getting sample results from the lab, in the best case, we are at least 2 weeks from
re-opening either Area A or B for boating. The re-opening cannot occur until we meet the permit
milestone, and it is conceivable that this could be 3 to 4 weeks out.  We are monitoring the sample data
as it comes in, and will provide another update next week. Thank you for your patience.

However, we do plan to work on the removal of the duplicate (inner) set of curtains in Site #2 next week
(after July 4th). This will take us one small step closer to the re-opening Area A, and will also allow divers
to make inspections of the remaining curtains. Later next week, we plan to remove the curtains at Site
#14, which were in place to improve the efficacy of treatment in that area. This will accelerate the
dissipation of triclopyr in that area. After that, the dive crew would start work on removing the curtains in
Lake Tallac.

UV-C Update: The contractor completed treatment in Site #22, thus completing the initial round of
treatment in all the “UV-C Only” sites.  As it will be a few more weeks until the curtains are removed, we
are looking at lifting the UV-C boats into test Area A with a crane, alongside the harvesters.

Efficacy: Our AIS technicians just completed another round of hydroacoustic scanning to assess weed
biomass throughout the west lagoons. While the results are preliminary and still under review, they do
suggest that both herbicide and UV-C treatment methods are working very well when compared to the
control sites, LFA sites, and the untreated areas. Note the bluish-green section at the east end of Site #23
(south side of Catalina Drive), the second UV-C site to be treated, as compared with the green in Site #24
(north side of Catalina Drive). Site #23 received slightly longer exposure time, with a bit more overlap on
each pass of the UV boat. The team will try to replicate this method in the combo sites in July. Attached is
the raw data. The numbers shown are local depths.

Harvesting: It’s that time of year again. The Water Quality Department is working hard to commission
the harvesters for deployment and to recruit operators in a difficult labor market.  The harvesting plan is
still in development, but they hope to be on the water by July 11th. Note that the herbicide, combo, and



UV-C  test sites will NOT be harvested during the CMT (unless treatments prove ineffective).  Control and
LFA sites, along with all other areas will be harvested as normal.

For additional information and updates, please refer to the TKPOA Water Quality website at
www.keysweedsmanagement.org or follow us on Instagram at @tahoekeyspoa_wq. You can also contact
the TKPOA Association Office, at 530-542-6444, Monday – Friday from 8:30AM – 4:30PM, Saturday and
Sunday from 10:00AM – 2:00PM.

If you have additional questions, contact the TKPOA Water Quality Department directly by calling
530-542-6444, ext. 275 Monday – Friday from 8:30AM – 4:30PM or by email at
waterquality@tahoekeyspoa.org.
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