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SUMMARY &
HIGHLIGHTS
Springtime marks an exciting time in
Evanston, with the return of the
Farmer's Market, the start of festival
season, live music events, and the
opening and dedication of the new
Fountain Square zero depth fountain.
Evanston was chosen as "One of
America's Coolest Suburbs" by
Apartment
Therapy,
noting
its
abundance
of
culture,
outdoor
recreation, bars and breweries, and
impressive lakefront.
The City hosted its first Merchant
Summit, a forum for merchants to talk
directly with City officials about issues
impacting their businesses. Over fifty
Evanston business owners gathered
to discuss how Evanston can help
their business succeed and grow.
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Several
Evanston
businesses
celebrated milestones this quarter,
including Al's Diner (70 years), Ward
Manufacturing (75 years), Walsh
Natural Health (25 years), and
Heartwood Center (20 years).

NEW BUSINESSES
Fifteen new businesses opened in Evanston
during the second quarter of 2019. Among the
new businesses, were five new restaurants, art
galleries, design firms, and more.
Planet Gyros reopened under new ownership in
May after significant renovation to the space.
Run by a husband and wife team, they are a
great addition to the Central Evanston Business
Association.
Artem Pop Up Gallery is home to unique,
handmade clothing, jewelry, home decor,
ceramics, prints and more! They are working to
expand with new workshops, events, and trunk
shows throughout the Evanston area.

BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
& INITIATIVES
Evanston is committed to supporting a business
friendly environment and recognizes the unique
character and diversity each of its nine
business districts bring to the City.
City Council approved $10,940 in Great
Merchant Grants this quarter, providing funding
to Evanston merchant groups for a range of
services including: banners, planters, graphic
design, and street furniture.
The City hosted a Merchant District Leadership
Meeting in June. City staff met with business
district leaders to gain a better understanding of
business district needs, share best practices,
and communicate upcoming events and City
initiatives.
As part of the City's Climate Resiliency Plan,
Sustain Evanston, a new program encouraging
businesses to become "greener," the City of
Evanston recognized six local businesses for
their sustainability efforts.

UNEMPLOYMENT
Comparison of Evanston, IL Unemployment by Percentage for the
Last Three Months

Unemployment in Evanston rose slightly in June to 3.3% after a
drop in May, according to the Illinois Department of Employment
Security. The unemployment rate remains consistently lower
than the U.S., Illinois, and Chicago Metro Region average.
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CONSTRUCTION &
REAL ESTATE
DAILY REPORT BY THE MARKETING TEAM
PERMIT REVENUE

An estimated $42.3 million in
commercial construction and
renovation work generated
$899,411 in in building permit
revenue during the 2nd quarter
of 2019.

REAL ESTATE TRANSFER
TAX

387 Commercial and
Residential Real Estate
transactions yielded
$846,505 in real estate
transfer tax revenue.

VACANCY RATES
Office Vacancy Rate for Evanston, IL

Retail Vacancy Rate for Evanston, IL

The Evanston retail vacancy rate continue to decline, remaining at
decade lows, according to CoStar Logistics. In contrast, office
vacancy rates experienced a slight uptick this quarter after a
significant rise at the start of the year.

