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Notes of the  

Gressingham Annual Parish Meeting 

held on Wednesday  18th  May 2022 at Gressingham Hall 

The meeting was open to everyone registered on the electoral roll in Gressingham Civil 
Parish. 
Present: Martin Brooks(Chair), Lib Cottam, Christine Grieve, Brian Lee,  John Hamlett, Alice 
Helyar, Lizzie Kaye, Mary McClements, Jane Paxman, Neil Read , Sally Riley, Michelle 
Skinner,  Louise Stevens, Lesley Wareing (note-taker),  
Apologies were received from Charlie Lewis, Alex Phillips, Lynne Rowling and Rosie Smith. 

1. Preliminaries 
The chair of Gressingham Parish Council, Martin Brooks (MB), outlined the purpose 

of the Annual Parish Meeting and explained that in accordance with established 
convention, the chair of the PC would chair the meeting  and the Clerk to the PC, Lesley 
Wareing would  take the minutes.   

 
2. 2019  Gressingham Annual Parish Meeting Minutes 

The minutes of the 2019 Gressingham Annual Parish Meeting - which had been 
circulated in 2019  via TinyLetter and posted on the Gressingham village notice-board 
and on the Gressingham section of the Hornby Village website - were ratified.  Physical 
meetings had not taken place in 2020 and 2021 due to Covid-19 restrictions. 

 
3. Gressingham Village Trust (GVT)  

a) Confirmation of Trustees 
The chair reminded the meeting that the Gressingham Annual Parish Meeting 

oversees the appointment of the GVT trustees.  Under its constitution the GVT requires 
seven trustees.  Three are ex-officio appointments (the Vicar of Gressingham or 
nominee, and the two Gressingham churchwardens or, in the absence of 
churchwardens, up to two individuals to be appointed by the Gressingham Parochial 
Church Council).  The other four trustees are appointed by the Gressingham Annual 
Parish Meeting. 

The three ex-officio trustees are currently:  
Vacancy  (there is currently no Vicar of Gressingham) 
Mary McClements (Gressingham Churchwarden) 
Louise Stevens (Gressingham PCC appointee). 

The following people were confirmed as GVT trustees for the periods shown: 
John Hamlett  to 2024 (Proposed Jane Paxman, seconded Alice Helyar) 
Rosie Smith to 2025 (proposed Louise Stevens, seconded Sally Riley) 
Martin Brooks to 2026 (proposed Neil Read, seconded Christine Grieve) 

It was also noted that Jane Paxman (JP) is the fourth appointed trustee and  that her 
term of office runs until 2023.  It was also noted that Jane Paxman had taken over as 
chair of the GVT after Michael Hampson had had to stand down as vicar(and chair of 
the GVT) for health reasons.  JP thanked Michael Hampson for the very valuable 
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contribution he had made in terms of establishing the GVT and drafting its constitution 
and also to the work of the Pearson Trust Working Group (PTWG).  

b)  JP reported that the Old School Room had been largely out of use during the Covid-
19 pandemic but its financial position was stable and routine building maintenance 
work would be carried out over the coming year. 

c)  The work of  PTWG to explore ways of converting Gressingham Church for use both 
as a place of worship and a social centre for Gressingham had been interrupted by the 
Covid-19 pandemic and so very little progress had been possible since the start of 2020.  
The Heritage Lottery Fund (which had suspended its activities in 2020 and 2021) has 
now resumed business and JP intends to submit an expression of interest for funding in 
early June 2022. 

 
4. Gressingham Parish Council report 

MB ran through the written report which is available on the Parish Council website: 
www.gressinghampc.org.uk highlighting the following: 

 membership and meeting arrangements 

 the availability of agendas,  minutes and other information on the new 
website 

 the financial position 

 the establishment of a Community Emergency Plan for the village 

 the new Gressingham & Eskrigge Neighbourhood Watch scheme 

 planning applications considered 

 road safety and traffic issues including 
o concerns about the increase in the volume and speed of traffic along 

Fall Kirk and the application to be made for a 20mph speed limit 
o the two Speed Indicator Devices now operational 
o traffic mirrors at dangerous junctions 
o new road signs for Rabbit Lane 
o the possibility of double yellow lines at Loyn Bridge 

 road maintenance including blocked and damaged grids and drains 

 the state of the footpath and bridges between Fall Kirk and Back Lane (White 
Bridges) 

 public footpath clearance work  and stile maintenance and replacement 

 Litter Picks 

 the defibrillator 
Sally Riley gave an update on the PC’s objection (on behalf of the village) to the 

proposed housing development in Hornby on land near the Pointer junction and 
outlined the PC’s planned next steps.  

During discussion of the various issues it was requested that the PC should write to 
United Utilities about the frequency of bursts in the water main through Gressingham 
and the resulting disruption to traffic. 

 
5. Report from the Parochial Church Council (PCC) 

Mary McClements (MMc) drew attention to her recent report published in the most 
recent  edition of Wagtail and noted that: 

 the benefice is still without a vicar (following Michael Hampson’s retirement 
last year) 

http://www.gressinghampc.org.uk/
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 church services were greatly affected by the Covid-19 pandemic but managed 
to continue, initially on-line and then physically once this was permitted 

 that the churches in the benefice are now holding combined services 

 that Michelle Skinner has recently taken over as Treasurer to the PCC and is 
continuing efforts to explore ways of attracting more financial contributions 
in order for it to be able to cover its running costs and building maintenance 
work;  

It was noted that MMc has been the only Gressingham Churchwarden for some time 
and has been very grateful for those volunteers who have helped with services, 
refreshments and maintenance work.  MMc expressed her thanks to those people who 
regularly help with Church security, flowers, cleaning, organ playing, and flag raising 
and lowering. 

 
6. Gressingham Fellowship 

John Hamlett reported that the Fellowship’s annual accounts had recently been 
circulated via TinyLetter.   He noted that the Fellowship had managed to hold several 
outdoor events during the period of Covid-19 restrictions and that it was hoped that 
indoor activities might once again be possible in the not too distant future. Upcoming 
events over this summer were outlined. 

Following a brief discussion it was agreed that the elderly village marquee should be 
offered to a local organisation that might be interested in using it. 

 
7. Comments and questions from those in attendance 

There was a brief discussion about the possibility of installing Wi-Fi (B4RN) in the Old 
School Room but it was agreed that current usage of the room would make it difficult to 
justify payment of the monthly charge even if a source of revenue could be found. 
 

8. No Other Business was raised and the chair closed the meeting. 


