
 

 

//Programme 

 
MAKENOISE is looking for a cohort of bold and playful young people who want to develop techniques in 
acting, devising, text-based work as part of an ensemble.  
 
Led by an internationally recognised theatre director and University of Exeter lecturer as well as a National 
Youth Theatre Associate, MAKENOISE will create ensemble-led, interdisciplinary performance that mixes 
adventurous play, character work and audiovisual theatre. 
 
This course will have two strands: a foundational strand focused on basic training in acting & ensemble 
practices which will have a sharing at the end of 10 weeks, and an ensemble strand which will build on 
foundational training to create an original performance piece. Each group meets once a week: Tuesday 
evening (Ensemble) or Saturday morning (Foundational). 
 
Foundational strand is intended as an introduction to working as an ensemble: focussing on a range of core 
skills, including voice work, acting, improvisation and play. Participants may not have had much experience 
working as an ensemble outside of school, but are ready for a new adventure and excited about learning new 
skills. Those who are prepared by the Foundational strand and are eager to join the Ensemble will be asked to 
in the following term.  
 
Ensemble is for those who are ready to take the next step and become theatre makers as well as performers. 
In Ensemble, we will be building on core skills, as well as exploring what it means to be a director, thus 
becoming a theatre maker as well as a performer. Skills covered will include working with source materials 
(visual imagery, music, sound, objects, etc.), writing, puppetry, melodrama, mask work, commedia dell’arte. 
We’ll be drawing on work from established practitioners, exploring the avant garde, and the exceptional. 
Participants will be excited to get involved in all aspects of making theatre and ready to take risks.  
 
We will use the information provided in the application form to place you in the right group, please make sure 
you give us as much information as possible about your previous experience. We’re not just interested in your 
skills, we’re interested in you and what you can get out of MAKENOISE.  
 
MAKENOISE will take place over 10 weeks from w/c 23rd September, with classes taking place weekly on a 
Tuesday (Ensemble 6pm - 8pm) or Saturday (Foundational 11am - 1pm).  
Term will conclude on Tuesday December 10th for both Foundational and Ensemble, with a sharing of work 
for an invited audience of friends and parents. There will be a break for the October half term, w/c 22nd 
October, during which there will be no classes but we anticipate that there may be workshops happening at 
Maketank, which MAKENOISE participants will be invited to attend.  
 
The cost for the Autumn term will be £100, and applications for MAKENOISE will open on Wednesday 21st 
August. Please return completed application forms to makenoise@maketank.org.uk by Thursday 12th 
September.  
 
We want to ensure that MAKENOISE is accessible to all, and therefore we have several bursaries available 
for those who might not otherwise be able to access the course. When filling out a MAKENOISE application 
form, please state if you would like to be considered for a bursary. We will consider applications on an 
individual basis. If you would like more information, please contact us at makenoise@maketank.org.uk. 
 
MAKENOISE is supported in part by the National Youth Theatre’s Centre Stage Creative programme.  
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//Team 
Charlotte Evans, Lead Director: 
Charlotte Evans is a theatre director & performer. She is a recent graduate from the University of 
Exeter Drama Department. Prior to this she was a National Youth Theatre member, and also spent 
a year training with the NYT’s Playing Up programme.  In 2018 she directed 'A Little Hero' by 
Russian playwright Valeriy Pecheykin at the White Bear in London. This was the first English 
production of this play and, in fact, the play has yet to be performed in the author's country in its 
entirety. Charlotte has worked as an assistant director for Sheffield Theatres and the National 
Theatres, helping to develop new work. In March 2019, Charlotte became one of four Centre Stage 
Creatives to represent the National Youth Theatre. The scheme is made possible by the Foyle 
Foundation and supports Charlotte's work at Maketank. 
 

Olya Petrakova, Co-director: 
Olya Petrakova is a theatre director, actor, and festival producer. Besides working with traditional 
acting methods such as Stanislavsky, Meisner and Adler, she has a history of making theatrical 
work  that utilizes more embodied approaches to performance informed by practices of Mary 
Overlie’s and Anne Bogart’s Viewpoints, Meyerhold’s Biomechanics, Tadashi Suzuki’s Method, and 
Theatre Du Soleil’s Commedia Dell’Arte stylization. Olya is co-Artistic Director of visual theatre 
company ARTEL (American Russian Theatre Ensemble Laboratory) and Lecturer on the MA 
Creativity at the University of Exeter. 
 
MAKENOISE facilitators are DBS checked and First Aid trained.  

//Contact:  
The best and most efficient way to get in touch with us is via email: makenoise@maketank.org.uk. 
We aim to respond within 24 hours.  In case of emergency, you can text Charlotte (07908180676) or 
Olya (07757310920). 
 

//Free Taster Session 
 
During the taster session, you’ll get to take part in an acting workshop and meet the MAKENOISE 
team. If you’d like to take part, please register via the Google form on the Maketank website.  
 
We will be holding a free taster session on Saturday 7th September from 
11am - 1pm. To register, please visit maketank.org.uk/makenoise 
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