KEEPING BIRD FEEDERS CLEAN FOR HEALTHY BIRDS

= Protecting Birds. Protecting Our Coast. =~
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WHY IT MATTERS
@ Dirty feeders spread
disease and harm birds.

Regular cleaning keeps
birds and ecosystems

safe.

Healthy birds help
maintain balanced

coastal habitats.

HEALTHY BIRDS.
HEALTHY COASTS.

SIMPLE STEPS SEASONAL TIPS DISEASE PREVENTION ECO-FRIENDLY TOGETHER,
Easy cleaning : For year-round : Stop the spread : SOLUTIONS
guidelines. : bird health. : before it starts. :  Better for birds W E PROTECT

and the planet. IR
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ad’Seed to form in feeders.
: B 2,
monella, avian pox, or conjunctivitis

3 . |

Every 1-2 weeks: Routi
feeders.




gallon). |
- Soak 10 miﬁutes

4. Rinse well several times.

5. Air dry completelyabefore refﬁlmg

6. Clean the ground below to re x ove dropped seed and waste.

*What “Soapy
mild, unscented ¢

,er” Means 'Use hot water mixed with a
111 soap—just a few drops per quart of
water—to Ioosgn»seed residue and dirt. Choose a
biodegradable oru‘non-toxm soap that’s safe for wildlife, such
as Dawn®, Seventh Generation®, or Ecover®. Avoid

antibacterial vily scented cleaners, se can leave

harmful re ] i i thoroughly
several times Wit ing or refilling.)




Eco-Friendly
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. Use white vinegar (50/50 with wlf"'
. Choose metal or recycled plastic fes
. Move feeders occasionally to p |
. Offer native-friendly foods like stn

nyjer. >




nird Feeders

ainly Ruby-throated
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in summer heat to prevent



Facts About Feeding Birds on the Outer Banks

. Feeder visitors vary by season.
In spring and summer, look for colorful cardinals, goldfinches,
bluejays, and hummingbirds. ln fall and winter, sparrows, wrens,
chickadees, and woodpeckers becclme more frequent guests.

. Hummingbirds can be year- _round’residents.
Though most Ruby-throated Hummingbirds migrate south, a few
stay through winter — especiallyin sheltered coastal gardens.
Occasionally, rare Rufous Hummingbirds from the western U.S.
are seen feeding here in the cooler monghs

- Clean feeders prevent d|§ease

\and avian pox from dirty
: "“especially after rain or

. Salt air and humidity speed up\spmlage
The Outer Banks’ coastal climate can make,seed clump and mold
faster, so it is important to empty and wash feeders every week
or two.

. Natural food sources matter too. Planting native trees, shrubs,
and flowers like wax myrtle, yaupon holly, coral honeysuckle,
and seaside goldenrod gives birds nectar, berries, and insects —
the most natural food of all. \

« Location makes a'difference. Place feeders in aquiet, shaded
spot near trees or shrubs for safety, but far enough from
windows to prevent collisions. ; '

. Feeders support conservation awaren-ess-_.f;‘.\l\l:atchmg and caring
for local birds helps people connect with coastal emsystems —
from the dunes to the maritime forests — and msplres*aa:lon to
protect them. ‘
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