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B4RN Barbon + Middleton Community Project Success  
 
As we get close to Christmas, we thought we would take a brief look back at 2017, plus look 
forward to concluding our community project in early 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since we started the B4RN Barbon + Middleton community fibre optic broadband project in 
March 2016, your team of local volunteers has installed well over 32 km (20+ miles) of 
underground ducting, the main green cabinet ‘switch’ for both villages at Barbon Village Hall, plus 
numerous ground chambers, spurs to outlying properties and far more. We have guided and 
assisted a large number of Middleton and Barbon residents get connected to the future proofed 
B4RN Gigabit fibre network, helped them learn how to install and use VoIP telephones, plus 
advised them about improving their home networking. 
 
Since our last email, your community project has reached several very important milestones: 
 
Our £150,000 B4RN share investment target has now been met, to support Barbon + 
Middleton system infrastructure build and materials 
 
All areas of Barbon and Middleton are now live, ready for remaining connections 
 
Combined fibre to property total is currently 148 (68%), at mid-December 2017 
 
This will reach 74% by programme completion in 2018 
    
All 218 properties in both villages either are ‘connected and in service with B4RN’, ‘fibre 
connection done to allow future B4RN service’, or ‘B4RN duct in place to property 
boundary, to allow future connection’          
 

 

Many people have worked as Barbon & Middleton 
B4RN volunteers – these photos show many of the 
core group members, Summer/Autumn 2016. 
 
They have been supported by family and friends 
throughout. 
 
 
 

 



Our ‘74% connected’ forecast by early 2018 is higher than the B4RN average which is c 65%. 
 
In summer 2017 our B4RN project was featured in the first episode of the new More4 television 
series The Yorkshire Dales and The Lakes. Our B4RN system links up through Barbondale to 
Dent, Garsdale and Cowgill to the East. From Middleton (and the separate project in Killington), 
Sedbergh, Howgill and Cautley will have their own B4RN connectivity during 2018. 
 
B4RN now has over 4,000 subscribers in North Lancashire, South Cumbria and the Western 
Yorkshire Dales. Places as far apart as Silverdale, Arnside, New Hutton and Over Kellet (to name 
just a few) also have active B4RN projects. 
 
If you can help with the remaining Barbon + Middleton work in any way, do contact Will Dehany 
will@smailthorn.uk or via the Group's email info@b4rnbarbon.org 
 
NOT YET TAKING B4RN SERVICE - BUT YOU WANT TO IN 2018? 
 
If you currently have B4RN duct/fibre connected to your property (or duct at least to your 
boundary) but are not yet taking B4RN service because you are waiting for your BT contract to 
come to its expiry date, as soon as you receive BT notification directly about their January 2018 
price increase, then you can leave penalty-free and start using B4RN. 
 
If you have B4RN nearby but have not yet installed B4RN duct across your garden to your house 
wall, DO START DOING THIS NOW, so you are ready to switch providers. If in doubt speak to 
your local B4RN champion or volunteers about what to do! 
 
If you are now ‘connected to fibre but not yet taking service’, all you need to do is call or email B4RN 
Ltd in Melling and ‘request your router and full service to be started’. The contact details are: 
 
Call B4RN Ltd in Melling: 01524 555 887 or email: info@b4rn.org.uk 
 
Latest Status on Barbon + Middleton Progress 
 
Work has continued during December despite the weather to connect further properties. We now 
have 98 properties taking B4RN monthly symmetrical Gigabit fibre optic broadband service, with an 
additional 38 ‘connected but not yet taking service’. The current status in mid-December is: 
 
In-service                                        98         45% 
Connected to fibre                          38         17% 
Awaiting fibre splicing                     12           6% 
Duct to boundary                            40         18%      (householders need to take action) 
Ducting in progress                        22          10%     (householders need to take action) 
Not started                                       8            4%      (future building projects allowed for)  
 

Other B4RN News 

• B4RN in total now has over 4,000 customers taking service 
• This is a tremendous achievement in only 6 years, since B4RN launched in December 2011 
• In mid-December, B4RN East Anglia held their ‘day of the spades’ to mark the start of their 

ambitious new community broadband project in rural Norfolk. 

Thank You… Several Times Over… 

We want to say a special thank you to our local land owners, tenant farmers and others who have 
given free wayleaves, so that our fibre optic network could be built. Our local volunteers deserve 



special mention also, as they have worked tirelessly in all types of weather to build your B4RN 
network in just 20 months since April 2016. 

Finally, the B4RN Melling team who have supported us superbly since our early beginnings…  

IMPORTANT – YOU NEED THESE B4RN GUIDES – GET THEM NOW 

Download the B4RN Welcome Guide + Contract, a helpful List of Our Local Contractors (they can 
do your cross-garden fibre optic duct installation for you), a Guide to Internet Telephones (VoIP), a 
Request for B4RN Share Application, plus more here: http://b4rn.strikingly.com/ 
 
What Internet Speed Are You Achieving Now on B4RN? 
 
The broadband speed you achieve after you are on B4RN is dependent on the device (Laptop, 
PC, Smart Phone or Mac) that you use. The more recent the device, in general the faster the 
speeds you will see. Think of the tiny 1 mm B4RN fibre optic filament as giving you ‘a large 
diameter pipe’ access to the Internet. It will be your own device and/or your home network which 
will be the speed limiting factor. You DO NOT have to buy new devices, but when you do, you will 
see higher speeds, similar to the Ookla test shown here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This test was on a top class clean computer directly connected to the B4RN Router via an 
Ethernet cable. The ‘ping’ shows the time for a test signal to travel ‘to and return from’ a distant 
server target – in this case the server at TNP in Manchester.  
 
You can test your own Ookla speed at http://www.speedtest.net or better still, download the free 
Ookla App from the online Apple Store, Google Play Store or Windows Store.  
 
Speed Warning!  
Speeds vary greatly depending on your device type and age; WIFI connections always give a much lower speed reading, again 
depending on type/device age. Please note that not all servers used for online speed testing are equal. Use the ‘Manchester TNP’ 
server to show the most reliable performance for B4RN – in particular it shows the best ‘ping’, because it is a very clean server. 
 
Key B4RN Contact Details 
 
To contact B4RN Ltd in Melling, visit: http://www.b4rn.org.uk or see key B4RN resources here: 
https://b4rn.org.uk/resources/ 
 
For a local general overview and latest news about our B4RN Barbon + Middleton project, please 
visit: http://b4rnbarbon.org/ 
 
Join our Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/B4RNBarbonMiddleton/ 
and/or follow us here: https://www.facebook.com/B4RNBarbonMiddleton/ 
 
We plan to keep publishing these Community Briefings and Facebook posts into 2018, focused on 
sharing best practice on how to exploit B4RN Gigabit fibre optic broadband capabilities, helping 
you improve home networking and similar topics. 
 
Thank you for your involvement and support throughout 2017… 
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