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Synopsis
“Echoes of the Empire: Beyond Genghis Khan” offers a stunning cinematic view of Mongolia’s past and
present. Film director and novelist Robert H. Lieberman takes us into this vast country little known
by many. New York Times best-selling author Jack Weatherford (Genghis Khan and the Making of
the Modern World) opens the film, leading us through the remarkable evolution of Genghis Khan’s
Mongol Empire—a realm which once encompassed all of Asia, the Middle East and Europe leading up
to the doorsteps of Vienna. Intimate portraits of today’s Mongolians provide us with rare and revealing
insights into the minds of these former warriors and nomads and the challenges they face in their postSoviet world.
This is the third in the trilogy of films from the creative team at PhotoSynthesis Productions that includes
the acclaimed Angkor Awakens and They Call It Myanmar—hailed as New York Times Critics’ Picks,
distributed theatrically in the US and Europe, and broadcast globally by the BBC.

Director’s Statement: Robert H. Lieberman
This film completes my trilogy of documentaries
of Asia. It is the most visually striking of the trio.
The Mongolians are naturally gifted musicians
and the film’s soundtrack reflects their talents,
from throat singing to rock played on traditional
instruments to western opera and classical music,
much of it recorded live in Ulaanbaatar.
I have always felt myself an outsider, an alien who
suddenly finds himself on this puzzling planet.
Intrigued by human beings, I have in my films
and novels explored the offbeat, the unexpected,
the unknown—which led me to Mongolia.
The making of this film was physically grueling. It
meant long hours bouncing along rutted tracks in
a country of few roads. It meant sleeping in gers
(yurts) together with big families (forget privacy)
and camping in a cold tent just below the snow
line. But it brought me ever closer to the nature
I love. And how can one not be taken with the
limitless steppe, the rugged mountains, the hearty
nomads who live in this untamed wilderness?
In contrast to this ancient pastoral existence is the
urban environment of Ulaanbaatar with its legacy
of Soviet architecture. This is where the nomads
who have lost their herds to climate change have
come to settle, ringing the city with their gers
(yurts) and struggling to adapt to an alien way of
life.

The big questions that loomed were: How do
today’s Mongolians think of and view their
modern existence? Are there psychic remnants
from Genghis Khan, the conqueror? And what is
the Soviet legacy?
I’ve been very fortunate to work again with the
creative team at PhotoSynthesis Productions in
Ithaca, NY, who were instrumental in bringing
my two previous films to the screen. Much of the
acclaim should go to them. On top of that, New
York Times best-selling author Jack Weatherford,
the noted authority on Genghis Khan and
Mongolia, came on to be one of the stars of our
film.
This film completes a circle, both in geography and
theme. I hope my audience comes to discover, as
I (the outsider) have observed in these far-flung
journeys, that people may look different, have
different languages and cultures yet… yet they are
all remarkably similar—earthlings who laugh and
cry, cherish their partners and love their children.
~Robert H. Lieberman

Director biography (as included on FilmFreeway):
Robert H. Lieberman is a best-selling novelist and film director. He is also a long-time member of
the Physics faculty at Cornell University.
His previous two documentaries, Angkor Awakens and They Call It Myanmar were hailed as New
York Times Critics’ Picks, distributed theatrically in the US and Europe, and broadcast globally by
the BBC.
He is presently working with five-time Academy Award nominated French producer Didier
Brunner, completing the screenplay for an animated feature based on Lieberman’s novel “The
Nazis, My Father and Me.”
Filmography (Director/Producer)
Angkor Awakens: An Inside Look At Cambodia, 2017
A look at modern Cambodia viewed through the lens of its genocidal past. A sweeping historical
view of this country, the film provides an intimate portrait of today’s Khmer youth and how their
parents’ existence under the murderous Khmer Rouge has impacted them. This documentary had
a wide theatrical release and appeared in numerous film festivals. It was repeatedly broadcast for a
worldwide audience by the BBC as well as other major international outlets.
They Call It Myanmar, 2012
Covers the political repression in Burma. It premiered at the prestigious International
Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam (IDFA) and went on to be chosen for many other film
festivals, where it garnered multiple awards. This film was selected as a New York Times Critics’
Pick and was shown in theaters in all major US cities and had screenings in Europe and Asia. Film
critic Roger Ebert named it one of the top documentaries of 2012.
Last Stop Kew Gardens, 2007
Returning to where he was raised, Lieberman provides a portrait of the children of Holocaust survivors who grew up in this village in Queens where German was the first language.
Other Films
The Nazis, My Father and Me, 2020+
In preproduction for a major animated film by five-time Academy Award nominated producer
Didier Brunner. This movie is based on Mr. Lieberman’s novel of the same name. He recently
completed the screenplay with director Remy Schaepman.

Green Lights, 2001 – a comedy
Variety - “In making ‘Green Lights,’ debut helmer Robert H. Lieberman achieves spectacularly
funny results by substituting warmth, wonder and merriment for the oppressive cynicism inherent
in the Hollywood insider comedy.”
Film Comment Magazine - “A big-hearted spin on an overworked genre, Robert Lieberman’s
delectable comedy is the best advertisement for regional filmmaking. The narrative is filled with
small surprises and Capra-worthy twists… altogether delightful.”
Faces In A Famine, 1985
Documents the catastrophic famine in Ethiopia.
United Press International - “Faces in a Famine reveals the tragedy and the triumph that are a
part of the human condition.”
The Christian Science Monitor - “A vivid, probing, disturbing survey...a unique study.”
Boyceball, 2004
Follows a ballet theater as it develops a new and unique choreographic piece.
Video Rating Guide - “Entertaining, informative and funny. Four stars.”
Novels
The Boys of Truxton 2015
The Last Boy 2003
Perfect People 1986
Baby 1981/82
Goobersville Breakdown 1979
Paradise Rezoned 1974

