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OCTOBER 2020 NEWSLETTER 
 

September Church Council Meeting Highlights: Special meeting on September 9 (via Zoom): COVID-19 
Preparedness Plan reviewed with changes; Application for Chisago County Nonprofit Grant approved.   
Regular meeting on September 16 (in-person): General Fund Balance of $39,497.14 and Building Fund Balance of 
$11,308.70; approved Pastor Nathan's request to be chaplain to Lutheran Summer Music next summer; 
approved COVID-19 Preparedness Plan to resume sanctuary worship; calendar for 2021 budget discussed; 
approved a continuing resolution to hold Zoom meetings as needed.  Special meeting September 18: Approved 
moving worship to the parking due to the 2-week suspension of in-person instruction at Rush City Schools.  

Special meeting September 24 (via Zoom): Approved resuming sanctuary worship due to the adequate containment of COVID-19 at 
Rush City Schools; approved implementing a plan to distribute communion to those not receiving communion during 
worship due to health or other hardship.  Next regular meeting of the Church Council is Wednesday, October 21st, 2020 at 
7:00 PM (in-person). 
 
Worship in the Home: For those unable to gather with us on Sunday morning, remember that you can still worship in spirit 
with us using the weekly “Worship in the Home.”  It's always available on our website, but let us know if you'd like to have 
one mailed to you weekly. 

 
Trunk-or-Treat: Saturday, October 31st, 2020 from 5:00 - 7:00 PM in the parking lot of First Lutheran 
Church.  Please email JoAnn to register your vehicle at youth@rushcityfirstlutheran.org. 
 

Advent and Christmas Worship: The Worship & Music Committee and the Church Council are developing plans for how 
we might worship this holiday season, particularly on Christmas.  Details are still being worked out, but will likely involve 
an online and multiple in-person opportunities.  We'll probably need to ask for reservations beforehand for in-person 
worship, and we are also looking into creating an overflow space in the fellowship hall with video livestream.  We hope to 
share these details in November's Newsletter. 
 

Free Community Thanksgiving Dinner: Thursday, November 26th, 2020 from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM.  * Drive-up 
meals will be delivered to cars outside First Lutheran Church. * (No inside meals will be served this year.) Home 
delivery of meals can be arranged by calling the Church Office at (320) 358-4076 by 1:00 PM on Wednesday, 
November 25th.  Sponsors: Rush City Churches, Rush City Lions and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 

 
In the Family: We're happy to share births, baptisms, marriages and deaths for those connected to our church family.  Keep 
in touch and let us know who we may have missed. 
 Marriage: Samantha Oscarson and Derek Karasch were married on Saturday, September 12th, 2020 in Sauk Center. 
Gracious God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ into the world to reveal your love to all people.  Enrich couples with every good gift, that their life to-
gether may continue to show forth your love; and grant that at the last we may all celebrate with Christ the marriage feast that has no end; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Deaths: Henry Robert “Bob” Scheffer (May 3, 1931 - August 23, 2020) Private funeral and committal was September 8th. 
 Harley Boyd Johnson (April 14, 1920 - October 1, 2020) Funeral was October 7th.  Committal is October 28th at Fort 
 Snelling National Cemetery. 
 Wayne Harold Johnson (September 8, 1942 - January 14, 2020) Private committal was October 8th. 
Compassionate God, give courage and faith to all who mourn, that they may have strength to meet the days ahead with steadfastness and patience; 
not as those who are without hope, but in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life in your presence, 
with those they love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Baptism & Membership: God's grace is a gift that is freely given to us.  We don't earn a thing when it comes to God's love, 
and we only try to live in response to that gift.  Please speak to Pastor Nathan if you interested in baptism or becoming a 
member of the congregation. 

http://www.rushcityfirstlutheran.org


CLERGY APPRECIATION MONTH LIKE NO OTHER 
by guest columnist Barbara Solsaa, PCC 

 

Having worked with ELCA pastors in a variety of settings for over 25 years, clergy coach Barbara Solsaa has a unique understanding of many of the 
day to day issues pastors face.  Her passion is working with people in ministry, helping them to prioritize the myriad of expectations in their lives, 
getting them reconnected with the passions that initially drew them into the ministry to begin with. 
 

If there were ever a time to go all out on appreciating your ministry leaders, it is now, this month, today! AMEN!! 
 

Your leaders are living in the same world that you are: 
 A world with natural disasters (hurricanes in the Gulf, fires out West) 
 A world in the midst of a pandemic (not being able to see family and friends, worried about parishioners, worried about their own 

children and their own families) 
 A world doing virtual schooling (for both school age and college students) 
 A world experiencing an important level of social unrest 
 A world of heightened anxiety due to the upcoming election 
 

Your leaders have engaged in a huge PIVOT – providing worship in a variety of ways: 
 Facebook Lives 
 Zoom 
 Radio 
 Website 
 Outdoors in chairs 
 Outdoors in cars 
 Podcasts 
 

Many of your ministry leaders have not taken, nor will they be able to take, their well-deserved vacation days between now 
and the end of the year.  They are putting in extra hours doing their ministry in a whole variety of new ways.  One of my 
clients this last week led an in-person worship, wrote and conducted a confirmation service, conducted an online YouTube 
Holy Communion service and recorded a Sunday service to be posted online.  They also did a funeral service for a small 
gathering of people at a local funeral home.  They are teaching Confirmation classes three nights a week (one night for each age 
group to minimize the number of people in the building at one time).  This is in an area of the country where the COVID numbers are 
still relatively low – this scenario (of in-person) is not even possible with the majority of my clients.  This client is trying to get 
away for a few days but in so doing, is having to create and record a service for the congregation to use while they are away 
(so, not REALLY getting a Sunday off). 
 

There is a significant amount of emotions and grief in our congregations today.  People miss seeing one another face to face, 
people are wanting to gather in person to worship, people are interpreting what pastors are trying to do to keep their 
congregations safe as being either partisan or an abuse of power. 
 

People of God, I get it.  I understand that you love worship and that you miss gathering!  But this month, October, the month 
designated as Clergy Appreciation Month – may we approach this month with an assumption that whatever your religious 
leader is wanting and trying to do is meant to protect you? 
 

Approach your religious leader with an assumption that they genuinely love and care for you – all of you!  Your Shepherd is 
charged with protecting their sheep!  They are going to great lengths to do that.  It would frankly be so much easier to do 
worship in person with no technology as was done for hundreds of years before this pandemic.  But your leaders are doing 
backflips (or learning how to edit video) to get worship to you through a variety of ways that are safe for you and them.  Would 
they rather worship in person?  Absolutely.  Do many of them feel that it is not safe right now to do so?  Absolutely. 
 

Purpose of Worship 
What is the purpose of worship?  To praise and worship God!  Can you do that in a place other than your designated pew? 
Thank God that YES, yes, you can!  Thank God that we live in an era of Facebook and Zoom.  Thank God that God has 
moved us from the pew to the internet. 
 

Across the country, ministry leaders are reporting that far more people are being reached than were ever reached when 
worship was offered in person alone.  Our leaders have all become televangelists and God’s people are responding.  One of my 
clients in a small rural congregation, got an email from a woman many states away (a complete stranger to the congregation) asking 
that the congregation pray for her upcoming surgery.  Praise God!! 
 

Dear friends!  Instead of looking at what we are missing, let us set our eyes upon what God is doing during this time of 
pandemic, social unrest, and natural disasters (or what we could just call 2020).  God is not only alive and well, but God is using 
this terrible time to reach so many more people with God’s love and comfort! 


