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Assuming you have something to spend on them, gift cards are as good as money. While there's a handy difference between money and gift cards: No one is going to swap $50 for less than $50 to $50 in cash. With a few smart tricks, however, you can buy gift cards that are much less than their purchasing power. All you need to do to get
the best price on a gift card is to buy it with the right credit card in the right place: Use a Gift Card Exchange SiteSites like Plastic Jungle and Gift Card Granny to buy (and sell) gift cards are popular places in second hand. Using one of these sites, you can save up to 35% on the face value of a gift card (or more if you include eBay
vendors). These sellers also choose gift cards, however, if you are looking to save a certain amount of gift cards, which can be subtle from time to time and are often sold in single quantities, you may not have much luck here. Also, when you're in a hurry, it's easier to go to the store to get a gift card. Here's another strategy that will
automatically give you discounts on the most popular gift cards: Buy Reward Credit Card Gift Cards in Grocery Stores, Pharmacies or Office Supply Stores Use your reward credit cards to earn money on Gift cards. If you have a credit card of around 3 to 6 per cent for purchases made at the supermarket, you can buy a gift card from the
supermarket and, therefore, save this 3-6 per cent in essence. It also includes office supply stores and pharmacies in other places where you can buy gift cards that can be related credit card rewards categories. If these cards are available, for example, you can get money back on gift cards you buy from certain places: American Express
Blue Cash Preferred (6% back in supermarkets), Daily (3% back in supermarket), or grandparents Daily (5% back in supermarkets and pharmacies); Chase Ink (5% office supplies stores), Amex SimplyCash card and other Amex OPEN cards (5% office supplies stores). Use a Gift Card to purchase a different Gift CardBoardingArea
describes another gift card and reward card purchase strategy: use a (discounted) gift card for a store to buy a different gift card that you can actually use. For example, you can use the Toys R Us gift card (you can get 5% cash back via uPromise) and then use it to purchase an Amazon gift card. If you purchase an OfficeMax gift card
with a credit card that rewards you for shopping in office supplies stores, you can purchase a different gift card using that OfficeMax gift card. Check out the full graph of boarding zone gift card hacks. Purchase Gift Cards with Your Credit Card Rewards Programs/PointsSningly, if you have a reward credit card, gift card usage because it is
cheaper and is available from time to time, it may make more sense to use your rewards for a gift card instead of another type of reward (e.g. cash or miles). Can. For example, Citibank credit cards had a redebt offer for a $100 Amazon gift card for 9000 points (a saving of 1000 points or about $10), while the typical cash back reward was
$50 for 10,000 points. If you purchase gift cards through credit card or travel rewards shopping portals, you can earn miles or points from purchasing this gift card. In short, you don't have to pay the full price for a gift card at all. Photo 401 (K) 2012 for us for the 2010 Gift Card Study, Bankrate.com reviewed 54 gift cards, including 46 gift
cards from major retailers and restaurants, and eight network-branded gift cards. Our survey covered two types of gift cards: the closed loop, which can only be used in a single retailer or chain, and the open loop, which is a credit card brand like Visa or American Express. Network branded cards can be used anywhere that accepts the
card brand. See our chart for a complete list of cards surveyed and our findings. Consistent with previous research on gift cards, most of the retailer cards have several fees and none of them expire. Closed loop cards tend to expire or have fees, according to Rebekka Rea, deputy director of the Retail Gift Card Association. The same
can't be said for network branded cards, which tend to come with fees and after purchase. For example, all eight open loop cards we review will charge a purchase fee at the point of sale. J. Craig Shearman, vice president of government affairs and public relations at the National Retail Federation, referring to open circuit cards, these are
expiration dates and the fees that lead to legislation, and what's really targeted here. Says. Of the eight open loop cards we examined, six had expiration date. American Express and Discover each had valid-thru dates, the current funds remained valid, so expiration dates were not counted. The card holder only has to request a new card
when the current date arrives and there is still uns spent money on the card. The gift card rules, which will take effect on August 22, 2010, require that gift card funds remain valid for at least five years since the last installation, as part of the 2009 credit card liability, liability and disclosure law. Expiration information, if any, must be on the
card or transmitted by other methods, extending the deadline for final disclosures on the card to January 31, 2011, as required by the eco-gift card Act. Inactivity charges the CARD Act allows gift card issuer to assess an inactivity charge after at least 12 months of inactivity. As mentioned earlier, most retailers do not charge a card
inactivity fee, and in our survey, only one card charges $1.20 per month after 24 months of unused use. Five networks in our survey or some kind of monthly fee after 12 calendar months. A card included in the inactivity fee payment group, KeyBank MasterCard, has an inactivity fee only for cards issued before August 19, 2010. Cards
printed on or after this date will not be charged except for a $3.95 fee. Even if a prepaim card charges a nominal fee for not being used, most recipients are unlikely to deal with it. About 95 percent of gift card holders spend the full value of their cards in the first year, according to a recent study by the Network Branded Prepaim Card
Association. Other features to be considered when purchasing a gift card are whether to give a store gift card or a general purpose gift card. With a store card, the buyer can use the card in fewer places, but doesn't have to worry about expiration or surprise fees. With a general purpose card, the buyer can use the card at many different
retailers, but if the card is not used in the first year, the balance is more likely to be depletioned by fees. Also, if you don't live close to the person you're giving the card to, you might want to call a card that offers a free shipping mataz or e-card option, which means you can email the gift card. Half of the store cards we reviewed offer e-
cards. Check the terms and conditions, as some e-cards can only allow the recipient to shop with him or her online. Most gift cards in our survey allow the user to check the balance online — a useful feature for a gift card recipient who doesn't spend the entire balance at the same time. Only nine of our 46 store cards and one in eight
network-branded cards do not allow online balance checking. If your recipient often tends to lose a plastic card, you may want to search for a card that has lost or stolen card protection. Most of the cards in our survey offer to change the card or funds after a loss. However, the limitations vary and charges may apply. Conclusion: If you're
buying a gift card, pay attention to the fees and expiration date. If you get a gift card, be sure to spend it wisely and soon before you have forgotten or in the wrong place. A gift card is a prepaim card that can be used by anyone given to it. Although the gift card usually looks like a credit card, no debt is accrued by its use. Gift cards have
replaced old paper gift certificates and are the perfect gift for situations where you're not sure what to buy. Deeper definitions with a large credit card logo on the front, such as MasterCard, Visa, American Express or Discover, can be used in any store that accepts these cards. Some cards can be used in stores owned by the same parent
company. For example, Gap Inc. Gap, Old Navy, He owns Republic and Athleta, so gap inc. is good at any of the stores where he owns a gift card. Some gift cards can only be used at a single vendor. Available. Like Target, Amazon, Best Buy and Macy's offer cards can only be used to buy their own goods. Some gift cards charge an
activation fee of about $5. The activation fee is paid when the gift card is purchased. Some gift cards also charge a sleep fee for unused cards within a year. Some gift cards act like cash. If they are lost or stolen, the money card is in the hands of the person holding it. Other cards can be saved online and reported missing or stolen. When
this happens, the balance is frozen and transferred to a new card. Starbucks and Crate &amp; Barrel are two retailers that encourage customers to register gift cards and will release new one if they are lost or stolen. If you plan to gift a gift card, also give the recipient a piece of paper with the card's activation receipt and gift card number,
including the extra security numbers on the card. The recipient can change the card more easily if the card is lost or stolen. If the buyer finds that the card is missing, they should contact the seller or credit card company immediately. The retailer must freeze the account and give you a new card using the activation receipt or gift card
number. Most store cards do not charge a replacement fee, but cards issued by the bank may be charged. Gift card example The person who is issued the Gift card can use the card to pay for part or all of a purchase. Some gift cards have the maximum amount you can install but can be reloaded, which means the recipient can add
money later if they want. Other gift cards do not serve any other end after the balance has been spent.  Spent. 
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