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 "unique medieval decoration, engravings, and illustrations", it is widely considered to be the largest and most detailed
manuscript in the world.[1][2] The original codex was over 700 years old when it was discovered in a monastery in Prague in

1857.[3] It is a first-hand source of information on the life of Saint John of Nepomuk.[4] Contents Early life of the Codex The
Codex Gigas was written in the 13th century by a priest, Brother Bedrich (or Prior Johannis de Dura), whose name was found in
the manuscript's scriptorium in 1857 by Father Josef Langer.[5] The Codex Gigas was donated to the Prague Cathedral Library
on 13 December 1857, by a former Dean of the cathedral, Johann Josef Pokorny (1795–1873), an active member of the Roman
Catholic Church and a national figure. In return for his donation of the Codex, he received a certain number of books from the

library. Among these, the Codex Gigas was one.[6] The Codex was written and decorated in the 13th century, based on the
customs of the time, including the 13th century material culture and clothing styles, and the social classes. It was created with
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the use of colored silk and gold leaf and was made in Bohemia (the historical Czech lands), which at the time had the highest
culture.[7] The Codex Gigas was intended to be used by the priest of the Prague Cathedral, and would only be exhibited to other

members of the priesthood.[8] It was intended to be a single folio, with the cover and spine containing a gold and silver bas
relief, and with images representing the four Evangelists surrounding the central image of the Madonna and Child. The first

folio was to be written in Gothic calligraphy and the text was to be written in black ink, on white parchment.[6] It contains an
inventory of the contents, written at the time of the donation, listing the size and decoration of the codex.[9] Description Size
and appearance The largest manuscript in the world[10] is 31.25 inches (790 mm) tall, 31.25 inches (790 mm) wide, and has
2383 folios (14,841 pages). The codex is written in Gothic on white parchment, bound with a black cover and spine and is

decorated with gold and silver fil 520fdb1ae7
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