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Welcome back!!  Can you believe it is another school year?  
It seems like summer goes back faster each year.  Like 
most parents we are both sad that summer is over, but 
glad to get the new school year underway!  The PTA has 
some great things in store for HKMS this year!   

First and foremost our Spirit Wear is available online this 
year.  Show your school spirit with t-shirts, sweatshirts and 
pj pants!   

We will be rolling out Square1 Art this coming month.  
Once again you’ll be able to purchase your child’s precious 
art creations. They will bring home the Square1 Art paper 
and create an amazing original piece of artwork.  Once 
completed they can turn it into the office.  Your children’s 
artwork can be displayed on coffee mugs, ornaments, tote 
bags, journals and so much more!  They make great 
holiday gifts!  

As always we are here to help!  Email with any questions 
at ptaeaston.hkmspresident@gmail.com 

Yours Truly - Heidi and Christian HKMS Presidents and  
Nicole Costantino Vice President 
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Upcoming Events                 

September 11th 
Board of Ed 

Meeting 
7:30pm @ HKMS 

September 19th 
Yom Kippur 
No School 

October 5th 
Prof. Development 

No School 

October 8th 
Columbus Day 

No School 

October 9th 
Board of Ed 

Meeting 
@ HKMS 

mailto:ptaeaston.hkmspresident@gmail.com


A LETTER FROM PRINCIPAL SUSAN KAPLAN 

Give your Child an Out
We look to past generations for guidance and wisdom on many subjects.  But this generation of 
parents is facing a challenge that is unprecedented and therefore, we find ourselves without 
lessons from the past to help us.  As Dr. Leonard Sax explains,  “The principles of good 
parenting have not changed ... What has changed is the technology.”  Our children are digital 
citizens and are growing up in two worlds.  In one world, they are surrounded by loving and 
supportive adults such as parents, coaches, teachers, scout leaders, and other mentors.  
These adults are aware of the development of the adolescent brain and how kids view the 
world.  These mentors guide students in good decision making, in positive relationship building, 
and in the development of resilience.  The other world is online.  It is a world with no 
boundaries and no protections for the developmental level of each age.  

Think back to your schooling years.  There may have been days where you had a conflict with 
a friend or some peer made fun of you.  At 3:00 when the bell rang, you were usually able to 
leave that hurt behind and go home to play outside and spend time with family.  Our students 
never leave the social world of school behind.  Those bad days can hang over them around the 
clock, with no end, due to social media interactions and texting.  It’s not healthy and, for any 
generation, keeping our kids healthy is number one.

When we look at statistics about cyberbullying and adolescent depression it is overwhelming.  
It often feels like a unscalable mountain, but every summit was reached by taking one small 
step at a time.  Let’s take those steps together.

Dr. Sax advises the following.  “The most important thing you can teach your children about 
technology is that there is no privacy online. You must teach your kids that they should not 
send any photo to a friend’s cell phone, or post anything on social media, unless they are 
prepared for the whole world to see it. The best way to teach that message is not to preach it, 
but to enforce it—to let your child know that you will see every photo they take. That’s how you 
inculcate good habits.”  By installing monitoring apps, you are not invading privacy, you are 
giving your child an “out”.  You are giving them the excuse they desperately need to say no 
when they feel the overwhelming social pressure to say yes.  

We know that limiting cell phone use and access to social media is a very, very tough job.  It 
does not elicit cheers of joy from your kids.  The hardest parenting decisions are often the least 
popular.  We all need to stay strong together in making the best decisions we can to protect the 
mental well being of these incredible adolescents who will be running the world someday 
soon.  We stand on the shoulders of parenting generations of the past who knew that it wasn't 
going to be easy, but it would be worth it.   

Sincerely, 
Susan J. Kaplan and Annie Mohr 
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SAVE-THE-DATE 
GRADE LEVEL COFFEES 

6th Grade Coffee 
October 10th @ 9:30am 

Principal Kaplan and Asst. Principal Mohr will discuss 
the transition to Middle School and answer all your 

questions. 

7th Grade Coffee 
November 14th @ 9:30am 

Join Principal Kaplan and Asst. Principal Mohr for 
some coffee and conversation.  
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 6th Graders!! 
Time to Pay your 

dues!
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SPIRIT WEAR IS HERE!!

It's time to order your HKMS and SSES spirit wear!  
Orders can ONLY be placed online.  

Students can show their school spirit throughout the year!!

https://www.agpestores.com/acookprint/groupproducts.php?
prodgroup_id=23350&prodgroupbypass=true

Spirit wear sales close on SOON!!  
Contact Annie Hinton at anniehint@gmail.com with any questions.  
Thank you for your support!

https://www.agpestores.com/acookprint/groupproducts.php?prodgroup_id=23350&prodgroupbypass=true
https://www.agpestores.com/acookprint/groupproducts.php?prodgroup_id=23350&prodgroupbypass=true
mailto:anniehint@gmail.com
https://www.agpestores.com/acookprint/groupproducts.php?prodgroup_id=23350&prodgroupbypass=true
https://www.agpestores.com/acookprint/groupproducts.php?prodgroup_id=23350&prodgroupbypass=true
mailto:anniehint@gmail.com
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A special thank you to Cathy Santangelli, Maple Row Farm and 
Candee Farms Landscaping for making our our school beautiful!!!!
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Easton Friends and Partners 

NOT AFFILIATED WITH HKMS

Urban Air Trip 

Date: Wednesday, September 19th 
Time: 9:00 A.M - 4:00 P.M 
Location: Urban Air in Orange, CT 
Fee: Members $70 
Non - Members $80 

  

September Middle School Night 
Date: Friday, September 28th 
Time: 7:00 P.M - 9:30 P.M 
Location: ECC Teen Center and Gym 
Fee: $5 Admission at the door 
Night will include: Ga Ga Ball, Basketball, Music, Dancing, Table Games, Fun with 
Friends, Snacks for Sale! 

  

Extreme Paintball Trip 

Date: Saturday, September 29th 
Time: 9:00 A.M - 4:00 P.M 
Location: Extreme Paintball in Waterbury, CT 
Fee: Members $70 
Non - Members $80 
Trip will include: 3 hours of Paint Ball, Transportation, 500 Paint Balls, protective gear. 
Please send with a packed lunch or extra money to purchase lunch!  

FUN @ THE ECC
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Easton Friends and Partners 

NOT AFFILIATED WITH HKMS
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Easton Friends and Partners 

NOT AFFILIATED WITH HKMS

TRUNK OR TREAT & BONFIRE

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31ST 
6:30-7:30PM 

(5:00PM TRUNK SET UP TIME) 

Join the Easton Girl Scouts & Lion’s Cub on Halloween 
night.  Music and snacks will be provided, so come down 

with your costumes! 


