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NOVEMBER 2022 NEWSLETTER 
 

November Church Council Meeting Highlights: Church Council met for its regular meeting on Monday, November 7th 
with 7 of 11 members present.  Financial Report as of October 31st: General Fund $5,018; Building Fund $6,742; Memorial 
Fund $8,638.29 (accounts for the final payoff of the van in October).  We have about a one month reserve in the Building Fund 
and a week and half reserve in the General Fund.  Kitowo Scholarship Committee has pledged $2,500 for the coming year 
for student scholarships.  Approved Budget Subcommittee members: Dan Dahlberg, Nancy Schroeder, Pastor Nathan, 
Wendy Schmidt, Cindy Hagen, Glen Holmstrom.  Plans are in the works to print our own pictorial directory and set-up 
our own photo station on Sundays in December (with the option to use the formal portraits from last year) and distribute in time 

for the Annual Meeting.  Approved Pastor Nathan’s request to be away for three Sundays in July 2023 to serve as the LSM Chaplain.  
Weekly van service on Sundays is scheduled to begin in December.  Approved repairs to rear van window.  Received  
information about the new Backpack Food Program in partnership with CE Jacobson Elementary with verbal support from the council. 
Full minutes of the regular November meeting will be approved at the next regular council meeting and made available at the church  
office.  Scheduled meeting date for next month: Monday, December 12th at 7:00 PM. 

 
Halloween Party: Thank you to all who helped to make this a success. 

 
Trunk or Treat: Thank you to all who donated their time and trunks for a fun safe evening. 

 
Rushseba Station Visit: On Wednesday, November 2nd, our Wednesday After School 
Program children boarded the church bus to spend time with the elderly residents of 
Rushseba Station.  We read a wonderful inter-generational story together, “Aunt 
Mary’s Rose” by Douglas Wood.  We sang together, then invited the residents to share 
their childhood memories.  Telling the residents who the kids’ grandparents and  
great-grandparents were was especially helpful and meaningful! 

 
Thank You: Dear members of First Lutheran Church, Thank you so much for the books you donated to the “Little Free 
Libraries” program in North Branch.  They are being used much more than we anticipated and we are continually re-
stocking them.  We appreciate your help in putting books in the hands of both children and adults.  Sincerely, The Out-
reach Team at Trinity Lutheran. 

 
In the Family: We’re happy to share births, baptisms, marriages and deaths for members and others connected to our 
church family.  Keep in touch and let us know who we may have missed. 
Deaths:  Gwendolyn Elsie Olson (February 20, 1929 - November 11, 2022) 
Compassionate God, give courage and faith to all who mourn, that they may have strength to meet the days ahead with steadfastness and patience; not as those 
who are without hope, but in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life in your presence, with those they love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Birth:  Wyatt Daniel Lenss (November 1, 2022) 
O God, like a mother, like a father, you tend your children with care.  With awe and thanksgiving we praise you for the birth of children.  Watch over and bless them.  Bring them to the 
water of life and to the bread and cup of blessing.  Hold us all in the arms of your compassion and love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Confirmation: Alison Baylor, Riley Carlson, Megan Nelson, Natalie Rood and Chase Stream. 
Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the Word in baptism.  You have called us to yourself, enlightened us 
with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith.  Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, 
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth; through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

http://www.rushcityfirstlutheran.org


Small Catechism: African Descent Reflections 
by Pastor Nathan 

 
Like last year, my newsletter article series for this year focuses on the Small Catechism, but from a different and relevant perspective. (For 
an introduction to this year’s series and previous articles, see the Newsletter Archive on our website.)  Although after nearly 500 years Luther’s catechism 
contains timeless wisdom, it has long been a tradition for each generation of Lutherans to renew their reflections on these central  
teachings.  For the first time, our church has asked several African descent pastors and teachers to answer Martin Luther’s critical  
question: “What is this?” or “What does this mean?” 
 
Because we Lutherans believe we are saved by grace, baptism has traditionally been called a “means of grace.”  The 
water of baptism is a powerful symbol of cleansing and rebirth.  But it is also more than a symbol, for it has power 
that other symbols don’t have.  They key difference is God’s word.  When joined to God’s word, baptism has  
power that “brings about the forgiveness of sins, redeems from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe it, as 
the words and promise of God declare.”  (Luther’s Small Catechism) Baptism is God’s living word that works! 
 
Because we can both see and touch the waters of baptism, we can daily renew this gift centered in God’s word not 
just in our heads, but also on our bodies.  There’s also an incredible promise that comes with baptism: “Baptism is 
valid forever, even though faith may lapse.” (African Descent Reflections) Even though faith may lapse . . . 
 
Like baptism, other symbols in our culture have power.  Healthy symbols both uplift and challenge us.  We recently marked Veterans 
Day, and since then I have been watching Ken Burns’ personal interviews with World War II veterans in his documentary The War .  It 
has been especially moving to hear from the African American veterans.  Growing up in the 1920’s and 1930’s, many of them initially  
carried some bitterness over having to fight for freedom abroad when they didn’t experience full freedom at home.  Living with this  
contradiction sometimes led their faith to lapse. 
 
On the eve of the Battle of Bull Run, the first major battle of the Civil War, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. (famous for having raised the funds to 
preserve the Revolutionary War ship the USS Constitution) wrote a poem soon after his son enlisted in the Union Army.  The poem was instantly 
famous, and for many decades was the official anthem of the United States Army.  Two of the stanzas refer to the flag, a symbol that  
uplifts us but also challenges us to value the historical perspective of African American veterans: 
 

God of all nations, Sovereign Lord, 
In Thy dread name we draw the sword, 

We lift the starry flag on high 
That fills with light our stormy sky. 

 
No more its flaming emblems wave 

To bar from hope the trembling slave; 
No more its radiant glories shine, 

To blast with woe one child of Thine! 
 
Symbols are healthy when they both uplift and challenge us.  For Holmes, showing reverence for the flag was both an opportunity to feel 
uplifted by its promise of freedom and a challenge not to misuse it for oppression. 
 
In our baptism, we too are both uplifted and challenged by its symbolism.  As Martin Luther teaches, baptism “signifies that the old person in 
us with all sins and evil desires is to be drowned and die through daily sorrow for sin and repentance, and on the other hand that daily a new person is to come forth 
and rise up to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.” (Small Catechism) The good news is that the grace of baptism gives us the power to 
be both uplifted and challenged by all the other symbols that hold sway in our lives.  May we renew baptism’s power to both drown us 
and raise us up daily! 
 
Questions for reflection: 
1. When have you experienced the power of a symbol?  How did it unite or divide? 
 
2. Consider all the life-giving and destructive qualities of water.  How do these qualities help us understand baptism as a water that 

both drowns us and raises us up? 
 
3. How does our baptism unite with others, particularly with those oppressed? 


