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The Olympus' E-M10 II is the perfect camera starter for going without mirrors, or worth upgrading. The quality of the 16MP is still with pleasant colors Compact, lightweight Very Responsive Built-in 5-axis image stabilisation Noisy Shutter Mechanism No. 4K video Olympus OM-D series Micro Four Thirds
nameless interchangeable lens camera (ILC) has consistently won plaudits from digital trends. This includes the recommended E-M10 ($550, body only), an affordable, high-end camera designed for those who are new to ILCs or who want to upgrade the old model. Olympus now has a sequel, and
although it doesn't break new ground, more importantly it's a very capable camera. Features and design Retro often used the word to describe modern camera design, and there's no doubt Mark II looks like something out of the 1970s - especially the two-tone black-and-silver style of our model review (it's
also available in an all-black and limited edition brown leather). Design wise, like its predecessor, beauty in the eye of the beholder, but we would argue that Olympus makes some of the more promising cameras. In the high-quality OM-D series, the E-M10 II is affordable, but this sequel gets a redesigned
control layout; All the large dials with the knife are to the right of the pop-up flash, while the left has an old style lever. The dials are large enough to make adjustments only to the touch, which is handy when you look through an electronic viewfinder (EVF). Speaking of EVF, it has been upgraded to a 2.3-
million OLED screen with superb contrast and smoother images, compared to 1.44 million for the first E-M10. If you prefer to frame your shots with a tilted 3-inch touchscreen LCD, you'll get a resolution of 1.04 million pixels - not better in its class, but still solid. Of course, the camera uses Micro Four
Thirds Mountain and we have been impressed by Olympus' M.zuiko lenses over the years. Aside from Olympus, there are many other everyday options, including from third-party manufacturers such as Sigma. Olympus may not have broken any barriers with this update, but it is a very thin camera
nonetheless. The camera is compact (4.7 x 3.3 1.9 inches, without a lens), and even if it's an ILC, it's a very lightweight, tipping scales at 14 ounces with a battery and card. Adding a compact lens kit ($600) doesn't make the whole package that much heavier, so it's easy to carry around all day. The 14-
42mm f/3.5-f/5.6 M.zuiko pancake lens has a 2x Micro four-thirds digital factor, so the tiny zoom has a range of 28-84mm in 35mm terms. The same multiplier is true for any glass you buy. According to the DSLR feel, the E-M10 II has all these dials we mentioned plus a lot of functional keys you can
customize. There are two function keys on the upper deck together third on the back. Top definitely looks like With all the buttons and dials, as well as stereo microphones, pop-up flashes, and hot shoes. If you are new to Olympus, considering the owner's guide to get a quick land treasure would be an
excellent idea. For example, you don't know that the Default Function 2 button has access to shade and shadow control. The features of the E-M10 II are really sophisticated so definitely give instructions to read. The rear has a tilt 3-inch touchscreen LCD, an EVF with diopter control, a nice thumb rest,
and a tiny mono speaker. There are also classic buttons (Menu, Info, Removal, Play) surrounding a four-way controller centered ok key. The right side has a compartment with USB and A/V connections, while the bottom of the there is a battery/SD card compartment. The battery is designed for 320
shots, so you're good for shooting a full day. What included the O-MD E-M10 II kit comes with a body and a 14-42mm f/3.5-f/5.6 M.zuiko pancake lens. Also in the box is a battery, a charger with a AC cord, a USB cable, a strap and caps. Olympus delivers a very simple 30-page start-up manual; The full
version is on the included CD, which also has Olympus Viewer 3 software for image processing and development of RAW files. The camera has built-in Wi-Fi, so also download the Olympus Image Share app for iOS or Android. The specifications, performance and use of the E-M10 II are equipped with a
faithful 16.1-megapixel Micro Four Thirds chip combined with the TruePic VII processor. It's the same setup as the original E-M10, although it has been modified to improve frame rate to 8.5 frames per second, with 8 frames per second. This is hardly a terrific change (more on that later), but more
importantly, it's a very responsive camera that focuses very quickly, thanks to the 81-area multiple af system. We used Mark II in various places and loved using it. The quality is still pretty good with saturated colors and solid precision. This means that the blue sky was the blue one we experienced, the
red flowers looked realistic, and so on. If you want to change your feelings without using illegal drugs, the E-M10 II has creative effects to enhance your photos; We've always been partial to dramatic tone, but there are 13 other artistic filters as well. David Elrich/Digital Trends David Elrich/Digital Trends
David Elrich/Digital Trends David Elrich/Digital Trends One new feature is the aforementioned built-in 5-axis image stabilisation rather than the 3 axis of the previous model. We found that it would be helpful when shooting scenes from a bouncing boat to on solid ground. The body IS is a great addition,
since any lens you attach gets the benefit - even the old Olympus four-thirds DSLR lens. As we said, the E-M10 II is very responsive and you can grab bursts of 8.5 fps. Fps. it drops to 4 fps with continuous AF. However, we had no problem photographing high-speed boats and water skiers. The camera
has a top shutter speed of 1/4000 per second, and the mechanism is quite noisy as you are shooting bursts. Fortunately, Olympus offers a silence mode if you want to be more careful. The maximum speed with an electronic shutter is 1/ 16,000 seconds. While the E-M10 II does a fine job with more, its
video chops are good. Overall, the quality of the eyes is nice with precise colors and quick focus. We were able to capture a good view of the lake as we sped together helped in much of the 5-axis IS. The maximum resolution is Full HD 1080/60p, however. Depending on who you ask, it's either good or
behind the times. For today's viewing, Full HD is more than acceptable, but clips prone to jelly effects when quickly panning. More cameras currently offer 4K video capture, which is a higher quality resolution that you can cut down to better Full HD video or future proof for your next TV. We are confident
that the 4K will be part of the next generation of O-MD cameras, but, for the moment, it's not on board. The camera has a native iso range of 200-25600, but it can be extended to 100. Many new mirrorless cameras hit the 51200, but it's really a marketing tool, like images shot in such high-setting pixelated
dining rooms with dramatic color changes. We wouldn't even use a maximum of 25,600 settings with the E-M10 II, but we'd feel comfortable on the ISO 4000, even the 6400, if we didn't intend to zoom in too radically. All told, you should get good photos using a solid, wide-open lens (low aperture
numbers) without flash. The camera has built-in Wi-Fi and the Samsung Galaxy S5 pairing, downloaded with the Olympus Image Share app, was lightweight. Olympus uses a process of code that pops up on the LCD camera and you scan it using a smartphone app. The software provides basics such as
remote camera control, geotagging, image editing and, of course, sending images to your smartphone. Compared to early generations, camera companies have finally improved wireless connectivity in modern models. Conclusion We can easily recommend the E-M10 II for those who want to make the
transition to affordable ILC or those with older cameras wanting to upgrade. For just $50 more, spring for a kit lens version if it's your first Olympus ILC. It may not have all the shiny new specs for 2016 (think 4K or Hybrid AF), but it really covers all the other bases, and that's what you want in the new
camera. We'd love to see higher quality videos, but Full HD 1080/60p nothing to sneeze With what's said, you should also look at the Sony A6000, comparable without a mirrored model, which for almost the same price still has a larger APS-C sensor (24.3 MP). If you're typing huge extensions, that's not
the only reason to pick one over over Other. We like the more DSLR-feel E-M10 II over A6000, for example. Olympus may not have broken any barriers with this update, but it is a very thin camera nonetheless. Updated December 26, 2017: Olympus has since released a new version of this camera,
Olympus OM-D E-M10 III. Olympus OM-D E-M10 II is still available for purchase. This article was originally published on May 17, 2016. The recommendations of the editors of the E-M5 Mark III are not the most advanced camera, but it is certainly one of the most fun. Excellent image stabilisation Fast,
accurate autofocus Very compact and lightweight 4K video looks great weather sealed plastic body is a step back low-resolution viewfinder No really new features or technology I'm not quite happy with the OM-D E-M5 Mark III. Olympus took what was very well done, all metal body cameras and replaced
it with a liberal amount of plastic. The E-M5 has always been my favorite model from Olympus, but Mark III is changing this, taking a bad step back in the design department. It's still quite a look, but it lacks the weight and solid feel of previous versions that have given the camera its charm. It's not the only
thing that's rubbing me the wrong way. This camera is an update almost four years into the creation and I was looking for it to join the next generation of Olympus technology. The E-M5 line is known for this. However, the Mark III does not show anything we haven't seen in the E-M1 Mark II, a camera that
is three years old. Daven Mathies/ Digital Trends Is As Frustrating as This For Camera Geek in Me, it's not the whole story. My time with the camera made me face the truth, which I could not ignore. The E-M5 is fun. It's easy to carry around and makes great shots almost effortlessly. It is flexible,
responsive, and will shoot circles around many larger, more expensive cameras. It's easy to look at this as one step forward, two steps back, but once I got over my lust gear and took Mark III for what it is, I found that one step forward was more like a giant leap. What's new in the E-M5 Mark III Although I
don't agree with Olympus' choice to shy away from the premium design of past E-M5s, there are good reasons for this for the cost. In addition to the plastic case, the camera also uses a smaller battery from the entry-level E-M10 Mark III. Together this results in weight savings of about 2 ounces, resulting
in a new E-M5 under a pound. It's impressively easy. Daven Mathies / Digital Trends Fortunately, the new design has not sacrificed functionality. Weather-sealing is still there, and battery life remains the same thanks to better efficiency (but with just 310 shots to charge, it's nothing to get excited about).
The less, Olympus has removed the possibility of using a vertical battery battery Where Mark II owners can double battery life and add vertical camera controls, Mark III users won't have that chance. This is not a huge problem as few people will want to compromise the compact size of this camera, but
it's worth noting if you own a Mark II with a powered clutch and you want to upgrade. Daven Mathies/Digital Trends On the inside you'll find the same 20-megapixel Four Thirds sensor, TruePic VIII imaging processor and 121-something automatic phase detection system from E-M1 Mark II. There's also a
redesigned sensor shift stabilization module that now offers up to 5.5 stop shaking reductions, or 6.5 combined with the lens that supports Olympus Sync. This is one component unique to the E-M5 Mark III. A small body camera requires a small stabilization unit, so you won't see an incredible 7.5-stop
stabilization much larger OM-D E-M1X here. The video has taken a big step forward to a 4K UltraHD (3840 x 2160) resolution at 30 or 24 frames per second, while the Full HD 1080p can be recorded at speeds of up to 120 frames per second for slow motion. It has no professional features such as the
OM-Log, but for casual use, the E-M5 Mark III is a capable video camera. Daven Mathies/Digital Trends While not entirely new, High Resolution Shot is improved by nature with a higher-resolution sensor. This allows the E-M5 to create 50-megapixel images from eight separate exposures, although you'll
need a tripod to keep the camera stable during the process. In addition to adding spatial resolution, High Resolution Shot records the full color information at each pixel location, bypassing the design limitations of the Bayer sensor for a more precise color and less moire. It also improves noise levels,
especially in the shade. For landscape photographers, High Resolution Shot is a transformative feature. The performance and shooting experience my initial fears about this camera quickly disappeared when I started filming with it. The 121-point autofocus system, though not new technology, is still one
of the fastest in the business. He had no problem keeping up with the gallop of the horses, which meant a lot more of my action shots were keepers. Add an excellent 5-axis stabilisation system, and you have an almost reliable-evidence camera. Olympus makes the best stabilization shift sensor in the
market and I was amazed at what they achieved in such a small camera. Stabilization gets even better in video mode when it can be combined with electronic stabilization. Electronic Image Stabilisation (EIS) will limit maximum detail because it should trim and frame the image, but it has minimal effect.
Any The quality is well worth the compromise for rock-stable frames. I filmed the video holding the camera in the Hummer care window through narrow, off-road trails and over huge boulders. The footage as I had the camera mounted on the carb. It's so good. I also used Live Composite mode for night
star trail photos. It's not a new feature - it's found through Olympus' lineup, including the Tough TG series that is and shoots - but it was the first time I'd used it. Live Composite takes a number of long exposures and automatically composites only highlight the information. It's great for easy painting in
addition to night sky photography, and while the original installation procedure is kind of cumbersome, it's incredibly easy to use after that. In general, shooting with E-M5 Mark III frees. From a high-resolution shot to a Live Composite, there's so much you can do in a camera that you don't need a
computer. This is a great first real camera for those who want to move up from the phone. Image quality There's little new to talk about here. It's the same sensor from the E-M1 Mark II and E-M1X. 20 megapixels doesn't sound like much, but I'd say it's a lot for the vast majority of photographers,
especially if you have the option for 50MP images with High Res Shot mode. Four-thirds of the sensors, which have a 2x crop factor compared to full frame, suffer with high ISO and have a smaller dynamic range even at the base of the ISO. This means more noise in low light conditions and less ability to
lift parts out of the shadows. High Resolution Shot can help with this, but it's not always an option. Just coincidentally, the last camera I shot before the E-M5 Mark II was the $10,000, 102MP, mid-format Fujifilm GFX 100, which I said was the best image quality of any camera I've ever used. It was a
sobering transition; The difference in the quality of the image was day and night. Obviously it's not a competing camera, but once you've had a taste of how good things can be, it's hard to take less. Four-thirds leaves much to be desired in the image quality department, but it's a trade-off for such a
portable camera. Anyway, JPEGs Olympus look good right from the camera, and RAW files offer decent flexibility in the post. More importantly, the E-M5 Mark III makes getting steady, focus shots as easy as possible, and for most people, it's a greater contribution to image quality than sensor size and
resolution. Our take of Mark III may be more functional than its predecessor, but it doesn't feel like a premium, and it's a shame. However, it is a simple, portable and capable camera that appeals to people who need to travel to the light, offering enough high-end controls and features to keep enthusiasts
happy. It's not the most exciting release of the year, but it's a capable and enjoyable camera. Is there a better alternative? There are many options in the $1200 range, but none that combine sealing E-M5 speed and portability. It is worth noting that the higher class E-M1 E-M1 II is only $1500 right now. It
has a larger battery with 440 shots per charge, a higher viewfinder increase, and is compatible with vertical battery clutch. It's a great camera for a more advanced photographer, but the E-M5 Mark III is otherwise equal to it, as well as being smaller and lighter. Should you buy it? Yes. The E-M5 is still an
easy recommendation due to its compact size and excellent performance. Editors' recommendations
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